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So how was the 2014-15 National Hunt 
season for you?

Since AP McCoy announced his retirement on 
February 7 at Newbury after riding his 200th 
winner the weekends raced in. We had three 
stunning Festivals at Cheltenham, Aintree 
and Punchestown with the day on April 25 at 
Sandown that will never be forgotten for all who 
were there to say goodbye to the champion.

We have a special tribute to the champion on 
pages 18 and 24 in this months magazine.

While we said goodbye to a colossus of the 
sport we congratulated other giants such as Paul 
Nicholls, his run of big Saturday winners meant 
that if you followed him blind he would have 
returned you +£58.40 to a level £1.00 stake. Then 
there were the eight Cheltenham Festival and 
sixteen Punchestown Festival winners for Willie 
Mullins, who will ever forget the Tuesday when 
Mullins appeared to take all before him with four 
winners in one day?

While the Goliath’s did well, so did the David’s. 
Coneygree struck a blow for the underdog 
in the Gold Cup, providing a master class 
performance for our own Lady Oaksey. Many 
Clouds took the Grand National off a weight as 
big as any horse had carried since the hazy days 
of Red Rum.

There is so much to look forward to as well. The 
redevelopment of Cheltenham has gone very 
well, when finished it will provide a world class 
environment in which to enjoy our sport. AP’s 
departure will provide more opportunities for 
young talents like Sam Twiston-Davies, Sean 
Bowen, Mark Walsh and others. 

On the Club front we’ve enjoyed a record 
breaking year for our fund raising efforts and we 
had record audiences at our Paddy Power and 
Festival preview nights. We’ve been indebted 
to our monthly and guest columnists who have 
provided us with their unique insights during 

the season which has helped develop our club 
magazine.

We also enjoyed a series of highly entertaining 
club nights with Dr Richard Newland, The 
Paddock Watchers, The Scudamore brothers, 
Jonjo O’Neill’s stable team and who can forget 
the Mongol Derby evening! Club trips were also 
enjoyed, if you haven’t gone on a Peter Collier 
adventure then more are planned to Ireland and 
France over the summer, details are in club news 

on page 23.

Our magazine will be back in September 
where we have plans to bring in more high 
profile columnists. I close with a thank you to 
all our committee members, our magazine 
contributors and Ian Scovell, our magazine’s 
graphic designer. Whatever your plans are for 
the summer I trust you all have a great time 
and we look forward to seeing you all again in 
September. I for one, don’t understand the first 
thing about flat racing so my boat has been 
taken down to the marina as I plan to sail the 
socks of the Severn and Avon 
rivers.

Enjoy the summer

Steve Ennis 
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HILARY 
PARROTT
INTERVIEW

In January 2014 we were delighted to 
have Hilary Parrott attend our “Women 
in Racing” club night, we learned that 
evening of Hilary’s deep affection for her 
stable star Wayward Prince. Wind forward 
to April 18 2015 and we hear again from 
Hilary who shares with us the thrill of 
landing the Scottish Grand National, Hilary 
takes up the story of the day;
After Wayward won the Grimthorpe Robbie Dunne 
said “I would love to take this horse to the Scottish 
National”. I thought to myself that’s just the adrenalin 
talking. However, he came out of the race so well that 
perhaps he had a point. We put a plan together to give 
it a go but we thought we ought to give him a run 
before the big race. We ran him in the veterans chase 
at Ascot and he ran a very good race finishing third, 
not having a hard race. So he was set to go up to Ayr 
all guns blazing, he had an easy week then it was back 
to work.

He looked fabulous, he was eating for England and 
with 10st 1lb on his back we were all happy. We went 
through all the entries and we came to the conclusion 

that if he was anywhere near his best he was the best 
horse in the race. He was not fancied at all, hence his 
price, but the powers that be don’t know it all!

They don’t know how he feels in his work as Laurianne 
York does, they don’t see the way his coat shines or his 
sharp, happy eyes. They probably saw an old has been 
trained by a small trainer who couldn’t possibly train a 
horse to win the Scottish National. We proved them all 
wrong and we are all very proud of him.

His preparation for the race went well, the only thing 
we couldn’t do was school him because our schooling 
fences are on grass and it was very firm. That said, 
jumping has never been a problem for him.

The box left the yard at 8.00am with my husband John 
at the wheel and Waywards great friend Laurianne 
sitting by his side. They stopped three times on the 
way to give him a drink, he travelled well and got to 
the course in six hours. The staff at the racecourse were 
all very helpful and kind.

He was taken out for a walk in the morning for forty 
five minutes and then all we had to do was wait.

Personally I was petrified. Had I done the right thing 
coming here with him? Had I given him enough work? 

So many negative thoughts went through my head I 
felt wrecked.

Then he was in the pre parade ring and it was all 
happening. I collected the saddle which must have 
weighed all of eight ounces and with the help of 
Robbie put it on, washed out his mouth and he was 
ready. He went into the parade ring looking a million 
dollars and suddenly I was confident that we were 
here, good and ready to do our job. It was such a 
wonderful feeling to see him so happy and so ready 
for the task in front of him.

Laurianne led him onto the course with myself and 
John and four friends following. There was such a huge 
crowd that there was no way we were going to be 
able to get onto the stands so we stood on the course 
just after the winning post.

They came into line and went off first time, Robbie 
jumped off with them and negotiated the first fence 
with the leaders, which is exactly what he likes. From 

then on he was never far away from the leaders, 
jumping nicely and having fun. Two circuits and all 
was well as he came past on the third circuit and 
going round the back he was looking deadly, nothing 
was travelling any better and they were still going a 
merciless gallop, his determination was amazing. At 
this point I said to Laurianne who was by my side “we 
are going to win this!” Three out and Robbie decided 
to come for home, he pulled to the outside and set sail 
four lengths up and still galloping coming into the last, 
still in front, he jumped it carefully, he had been in front 
a long time and they were coming at him.

On the run in they got to his girths but somehow he 
found a bit more and won by 3/4 of a length, wonderful.

It was very hot so lots of water was thrown over him 
and he was fine. He walked into the winners enclosure 
and had the Corals rug put on and he looked 
magnificent and very proud, so was I!

The celebrations were amazing, the racecourse 
entertained us all for the rest of the day and afterwards 
we had a lovely dinner with our friends. Wayward went 
back to the racecourse stables and had a nice bath and 
very large tea. We all stayed in Ayr until Sunday and 
then made the long journey home. What an amazing 
day we had.

Wayward came out of the race very well, he was tired 
but happy. He goes out day and comes in at night. 
He has retired now and will probably go hunting. 
Hopefully he will have a long and happy retirement 
with us. He has given us so much pleasure in the past 
and we shall never forget that wonderful day in Ayr. 

Thank you Wayward Prince.

Hilary Parrott
Congratulations Hilary from all at CTCRC, we all send 
our best wishes to Wayward Prince that he enjoys 
a long and happy retirement. Having done such a 
brilliant training job on bringing Wayward back to his 
best form, Hilary also announced her own departure 
from the training ranks, so if you fancy taking on a yard 
as a trainer get in touch with Hilary! 

Wayward Prince digs in to win the Scottish Grand National

Wayward Prince jumped majestically en route to 
taking the Scottish Grand National

Robbie Dunne poses with the Scottish Grand 
National trophy
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PUNCHESTOWN 
FESTIVAL
REVIEW

Punchestown Festival Day 1
Steve Ennis writes; My wife, Kate and I set 
off for our first experience of the Punchestown 
Festival courtesy of £7.99 flights from Michael 
O’Leary. On collecting our hire car in Dublin a 
fellow traveller who overheard I was heading 
for Punchestown suggested we follow him 
– forty five minutes later our guide, English 
bookmaker, Gary Cartridge, had delivered us to 
Punchestown. His generosity didn’t end there 
as he then presented us with two members 
enclosure badges on our way in, rather setting 
the tone for the whole of our stay.

Day one belonged like the rest of the Festival to 
messrs Mullins and McManus, JP kicking off in 
the first with an easy winner and Willie securing 
the three grade one’s on offer – little did we 
know that he was about to take ten of the 
twelve grade one’s over the five days.

I’d looked on with curiosity over the years at 
Punchestown and now that I was hear I was 
struck by how it had the feel of a large point to 
point meeting, rather than the premier jumps 
Festival in Ireland. The race cards were of the 
highest order, but it was the relaxed atmosphere 
that made it feel far removed from the typical 
UK race meeting.

Douvan took the first grade one at 1/6, his price 
reflecting how straightforward his victory was. 
Sizing John who was a never nearer seven 

lengths behind in second place collected 
£14,000 for beating the remainder of the field, 
none of whom were rated more than 140. Alan 
& Ann Potts who own Sizing John must have 
gone home thinking they’d just robbed the 
bank. Felix Yonger, with the quietly impressive 
Danny Mullins on board, took the second grade 
one – both horse and rider are one’s to watch 
next season as they will both surely progress to 
higher ranks.

The surprise of the day came in the Champion 
Novice Chase when Don Poli came last from 
five runners as the 4/9 favourite. His had been 
the performance of the Cheltenham Festival in 
the eyes of many judges, but not so today as 
he jumped and travelled poorly. Such adversity 
doesn’t bother the Mullins/Walsh combination 
as they stepped forward to win with authority 
under a rejuvenated Valseur Lido at odds of 15/2.

Cue the evening celebrations down at the 
Mullins’ favourite watering hole, The Lord 
Bagenal, in Leighlinbridge. Kate and I enjoyed 
dinner with our vice Chairman Peter Collier 
and around twenty Mullins family members 
all enjoying themselves having seen Willie and 
Thomas collect 300,000 euros between them....
the night was long. 

GOING: Hurdle & Chase course - GOOD TO 
YIELDING; Cross country course - GOOD (Good 
to firm in places).

3:40 - Kildare Hunt Club Chase
1 Wish Ye Didnt 8/13F 
2 Enniskillen 14/1 
3 Oscar Day 25/1 
Jockey: Ms N Carberry
Trainer  E Bolger

4:20 - Champion Novice Hurdle (Grade 1)
1 Douvan 1/6F 
2 Sizing John 5/1 
3 Blair Perrone 25/1 
Jockey: R Walsh
Trainer: W P Mullins

4:55 - Killashee Handicap Hurdle
1  Some Article 10/1 
2  Macnicholson 20/1 
3  The Game Changer 12/1 
4  Jebril  33/1 
Jockey:  Niall P Madden
Trainer:  Thomas Mullins
 

5:30 - Champion Chase (Grade 1)
1 Felix Yonger 5/1 
2 Baily Green 40/1 
3 Hidden Cyclone 7/2 
Jockey:  Danny Mullins
Trainer:  W P Mullins
 
6:05 - Bumper INH Flat Race
1 Petit Mouchoir 4/1J 
2 Policy Breach 25/1 
3 Tesseract 20/1 
Jockey: Mr J J Codd
Trainer: Gordon Elliott
 
6:40 - Champion Novice Chase (Grade 1)
1 Valseur Lido 15/2 
2 Wounded Warrior 9/1 
3 Apache Stronghold 5/1 
Jockey: R Walsh
Trainer: W P Mullins
 
7:15 - JLT INH Flat Race 
1  Timing’Severything  33/1 
2  Coeur Joyeux  5/2F 
3  Weyburn  33/1 
Jockey:  Miss J M Mangan
Trainer:  P Twomey

Valseur Lido leads Wounded Warrior over the last in 
the Novice Champion Chase

Wish Ye Didn’t, centre back, clears the bank fence en 
route to taking the first race for JP McManus
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Punchestown Festival Day 2 
One simple pleasure associated with the Festival 
is the first race starts at 3.40pm, affording the 
visitor plenty of time to clear your head from 
the night before and enjoy some sightseeing. 
Trips to Carlow and Naas were enjoyed on day 
two before a strange punting phenomena took 
shape via Kate’s sharpened pin.

The opener, aptly named the “opportunity” 
handicap had us cheering the unlikely Shamiran 
home at 60/1 on the Irish tote – our cheering 
contrasting with the eerie silence of every other 
racegoer. The racing Gods then looked kindly 
on us again as Kate found the 50/1 shot, Walk To 
Freedom. Our huge investments of two euro’s 
each way had us pinching ourselves and our 
table became the hunting ground for Irishmen 
seeking wisdom in the third....it never came.

The following three races were all well contested 
grade one’s, Willie Mullins snatched two more, 
but the highlight of the day was seeing Don 
Cossack, again looking majestic in the parade 
ring, lower the colours of Cheltenham Gold Cup 
second, Djakadam, and third, Road To Riches. 
His performance was every bit as impressive as 
his recent Aintree win with Paul Carberry taking 
over the steering from the retired AP McCoy.

AP by contrast was enjoying his third day of 
retirement and the warm applause of the crowd. 
His continued enthusiasm to receive the good 
wishes of racegoers went undiminished. The 
closing race saw the British score their first 
winner as the David Pipe trained Champers On 
Ice took the bumper.

GOING: GOOD TO YIELDING (Yielding in places).

3:40 - Martinstown Final Handicap Hurdle 
1 Shamiran 33/1 
2 Cassells Rock  11/1 
3  Sir Ector  25/1 
4  Russian Bill  14/1 
Jockey:  Andrew Ring
Trainer:  S T Nolan

4:20 - Louis Fitzgerald Hotel Hurdle
1 Walk To Freedom 50/1 
2  Marchese Marconi 9/2 
3  Identity Thief 7/4F 
Jockey:  Robbie Power
Trainer:  Mrs John Harrington

4:55 - Novice Hurdle (Grade 1)
1 Killultagh Vic 8/1 
2 Thistlecrack 8/1 
3 Shaneshill 11/8F 
Jockey: Paul Townend
Trainer: W P Mullins
 
5:30 - Punchestown Gold Cup (Grade 1)
1  Don Cossack  5/2 
2  Djakadam  2/1F 
3  Road To Riches  4/1 
Jockey:  Paul Carberry
Trainer:  Gordon Elliott
 
6:05 - Champion INH Flat Race (Grade 1)
1  Bellshill  8/1 
2  Disko  7/2F 
3  Modus  5/1 
Jockey:  Mr P W Mullins
Trainer:  W P Mullins
 
6:40 - Guinness Handicap Chase
1  Ballyadam Approach  12/1 
2 Baby Mix  9/1 
3 Strongpoint  14/1 
4 Turban  12/1 
Jockey: David Splaine
Trainer: Terence O’Brien
  
7:15 - Old House, Kill INH Flat Race
1 Champers On Ice  9/4F 
2 First Figaro  7/2 
3 Articulum  7/1 
Jockey: Mr J J Codd
Trainer: David Pipe
 

Punchestown Festival Day 3 
The beautiful city of Kilkenny was our 
destination on the morning of day three, a tour 
of the cities castle being a particular highlight.

There was an extra frisson of excitement to the 
days racing as CTCRC members Dave and Claire 
Abbatt kindly provided us with owners badges 
for their horse Rose Of The Moon who was 
running in the Cross Country Chase. The longest 
race of the week, 4m 1F, had the closest finish of 
the week as the teenager, Uncle Junior, prevailed 
all out to head Quantitativeeasing right on the 
line. The cheers that greeted him back to the 
winners enclosure were maybe the loudest of 
the week and Willie Mullins acknowledged it 
was this win above all others at the Festival that 
gave him the most pleasure.

That said, we were delighted that Rose Of The 
Moon came home in fourth and we warmly 
congratulated Jake Greenall on a super ride. 

One of the most anticipated races of the week 
was the rematch between Jezki and Hurricane 
Fly in the 3m Ladbrokes World Hurdle. Under a 

Shamiran, red silks, had the visitors smiling when 
delivering a 60/1 tote winner in the first 

Paul Carberry looks unsure if kisses from Gordon 
Elliott make winning worthwhile

Kilkenny Castle – I understand Willie Mullins may buy it
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positive ride from the increasingly impressive 
Mark Walsh, Jezki came out on top in a truly run 
race, the pair coming home eight lengths and 
more clear of the field.

 Hurricane Fly’s defeat was compensated by 
seeing the trainer take the next four races, Avant 
Tout 20/1, Un De Sceaux 1/10, Whiteout 8/1 and 
Yorkhill 5/4 all helping collect another 100,000 
euro’s in prize money. In hindsight, were British 
trainers really of the belief that Avant Tout, 
Whiteout and Yorkhill were unbeatable? None 
were rated more than 129, so it seems the aura 
of Mullins is persuading British trainers to leave 
their horse in their boxes.

Looking forward to next season if Mark Walsh 
stays injury free he looks a strong favourite to 
wrest the Irish Champion Jockey title from Ruby 
Walsh. He will be getting even more top rides 
for JP McManus now AP has retired and only just 
missed out on the Champions title this season 
despite a long layoff with injury. 

GOING: Hurdle & Chase course -YIELDING; 
Cross-Country course - GOOD.

3:40 - Murray Spelman Handicap Hurdle
1 Bog War 5/2F 
2 A Sizing Network 20/1 
3 Seeyouallincoppers 20/1 
4 Equity Swap 20/1 
Jockey: David Mullins
Trainer: Liam P Cusack
 
4:15 - Three.ie Handicap Chase
1 Jacksonslady 10/1 
2 Upazo 11/2 
3 Ned Buntline 7/2F 
4 Usa 9/1 
Jockey: Mark Walsh
Trainer: J P Dempsey

4:50 - Cross Country Chase La Touche Cup
1 Uncle Junior 6/1 
2 Quantitativeeasing 13/8F 
3  Keep On Track 7/1 
Jockey:  Mr P W Mullins
Trainer:  W P Mullins
 
5:30 - Ladbrokes World Hurdle (Grade 1)
1 Jezki 5/2 
2  Hurricane Fly  6/4F 
3  Zabana  20/1 
Jockey:  Mark Walsh
Trainer:  Mrs John Harrington
 
6:05 - Handicap Hurdle
1  Avant Tout  20/1 
2  Rogue Trader  8/1 
3  Pleasant Company  9/4F 
4  Never Said That  16/1 
Jockey:  Danny Mullins
Trainer:  W P Mullins
 
6:40 - Ryanair Novice Chase (Grade 1)
1  Un De Sceaux  1/10F 
2  Just Cameron  16/1 
3  Ted Veale  20/1 
Jockey:  R Walsh
Trainer:  W P Mullins
 
7:15 - Mares Novice Hurdle
1  Whiteout  8/1 
2  Uranna  4/1 
3  Lyrical Theatre  2/1F 
Jockey:  Paul Townend
Trainer:  W P Mullins

7:45 - Kildare Post INH Flat Race
1  Yorkhill  5/4F 
2  Ok Corral  6/1 
3  Up For Review  11/1 
Jockey:  Mr P W Mullins
Trainer:  W P Mullins

Punchestown Festival Day 4
It’s always nice when a horse you fancy delivers 
exactly how you hope he might, and so it was 
when Blood Cotil won the 2m handicap chase in 
the second race of day four. The last time we saw 
Blood Cotil he was sent off a well backed joint 4/1 
favourite for the Grand Annual Chase. That day 
Blood Cotil blundered very badly over the third 
fence and never had a chance from thereon.

Wind forward six weeks and he was as fresh as 
paint having skipped Aintree and was now rated 
an 11/1 chance. His three length victory over Irish 
Cavalier left me in the smug zone.

Faugheen further advertised his credentials 
as the best national hunt horse in training by 
winning the Champion Hurdle. He beat last 
years Triumph Hurdle winner Tiger Roll by 35 
lengths and Arctic Fire, arguably the second best 
hurdler in training by eight lengths. It appeared 
it could have been double were Ruby to really 
ask any questions of the horse. Faugheen is still 
only seven, he has won all his eleven races, the 
last six have all been grade one’s. Only once has 
a horse ever got within three lengths of him in 
a race – Arctic Fire at this years Festival when 
the race was already won, and he has amassed 
£577,000 in prize money. Off a rating of 174 he 
looks set to dominate the two mile hurdle scene 
for the next few years. 

Nichols Canyon won the Champion Novice 
hurdle to prove his Aintree victory was no fluke 
and then On The Fringe achieved the hat trick 
of wins in the Foxhunter. To win the Foxhunter 
at Cheltenham, Aintree and Punchestown was 
some achievement and odds of 33/1 for next 
years Grand National look tempting for this ten 
year old who has the benefit of a great hunter 
chase trainer in Enda Bolger and a great tactical 
rider in Nina Carberry.

GOING: GOOD TO YIELDING.

3:40 - KFM Hunters Chase
1 Shin A Vee  9/1 
2  Rohan’s Pride  11/8F 
3  Mtada Supreme  3/1 
Jockey:  Mr J C Barry
Trainer:  Denis W Cullen
 
4:20 - EMS Copiers Novice Handicap Chase
1  Blood Cotil  11/1 
2  Irish Cavalier  9/1 
3  Dromnea  12/1 
4  Followmeuptocarlow  33/1 
Jockey:  Paul Townend
Trainer:  W P Mullins
 

By day four the hard living made all racegoers look 
like the legendary Ronnie Wood

Enda Bolger and On The Fringe enjoy the applause 
of a third Foxhunter Chase win at the spring Festivals
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4:55 - Mares Handicap Chase
1  Mallards In Flight  8/1 
2  Speckled Wood  7/1 
3  Burn And Turn  7/2F 
Jockey:  Luke Dempsey
Trainer:  Gavin Cromwell
 
5:30 - Champion Hurdle (Grade 1)
1 Faugheen 1/6F 
2 Arctic Fire 5/1 
3 Dell’ Arca 50/1 
Jockey: R Walsh
Trainer: W P Mullins
 
6:05 - Champion Novice Hurdle (Grade 1)
1  Nichols Canyon  4/5F 
2  Alpha Des Obeaux  9/2 
3  Outlander  13/2 
Jockey:  R Walsh
Trainer:  W P Mullins
 
6:40 - Novice Hurdle
1  Snake Eyes  9/2 
2  Pyromaniac  8/1 
3  Tandem  9/2 
Jockey:  Mark Walsh
Trainer:  Nicky Henderson
 
7:10 -  Fillies Premier Bumper INH Flat Race
1  Now Let Go  20/1 
2  Pride Of The Braid  10/1 
2  Billy’s Hope  7/1 
Jockey:  Mr S Clements
Trainer:  S R B Crawford
 
7:45 - Champion Hunters Chase
1  On The Fringe  4/11F 
2  Noble Prince  12/1 
3  Pearlysteps  7/1 
Jockey:  Ms N Carberry
Trainer:  E Bolger

Punchestown Festival Day 5
The final day of the Festival continued familiar 
themes from the week, Enda Bolger obliged 
with another Cross Country Chase win in the 
first. It was then a delight to see Annie Power 
return to winning ways after the drama of her 
last hurdle Cheltenham mishap.

The crowd palpably held their breath as she 
approached the last, and despite rattling the 
hurdle, she gamely ran on to record a facile ten 
length victory in the Mares Champion Hurdle. 
This win took Willie Mullins to a record breaking 
14 winners at the Festival. Two more wins from 
Petite Parisienne and Nambour would bring 
a final total of 16 winners with JP McManus 
collecting four wins on the last day to take his 
total to ten for the week.

Petite Parisenne then took the Irish equivalent of 
the Triumph Hurdle by eight lengths, reinforcing 
how strong Nicky Henderson’s juveniles are 
as the Cheltenham 1,2,3 of Peace And Co, Top 
Notch and Hargam, beat Petite Parisenne out of 
sight in March.

Breath taking as Willie Mullins’ achievements 
are I sense the British owners and trainers are 

spectacularly missing a trick when thinking 
about the Punchestown Festival. Cheltenham 
and Aintree are fiercely competitive Festivals 
to win at, and to do so brings a certain degree 
of prestige to those who are successful. Yet 
there were twelve grade ones to compete for 
at Punchestown – Don Poli ran no race at all, 
Vautour didn’t appear, and winners like Douvan, 
Un De Sceaux and Faugheen won by having to 
take on only twelve horses between them, as 
they say “you’ve got to be in it to win it.”

I wonder if Channel Four Racing were to secure 
the rights to show the five day Festival whether 
this may transform the UK’s interest in this 
Festival? The prize money and facilities are first 
class, the Irish representation is of the highest 
order, the atmosphere is wonderful and there 
is scope for many thousands more visitors to 
cross the water and enjoy the craic. I for one will 
be adding Punchestown to my “to do list” each 
Spring, like Aintree and Cheltenham before, it 
has it’s own unique flavour but is certainly worth 
the visit.

I sense a Peter Collier led CTCRC Club trip 
developing.

Steve Ennis 

GOING: Hurdle and Chase Course - SOFT; Cross 
Country Course - YIELDING.

2:35 - Cross Country Chase
1  Josies Orders  2/1F 
2  Federici  7/1 
3  Enniskillen  25/1 
 Jockey:  Ms N Carberry
Trainer:  E Bolger

3:10 - Ladbrokes Ireland Handicap Chase
1 Heathfield  4/1F 
2 Audacious Plan  18/1 
3 Embracing Change  12/1 
4 Urano  11/1 

Jockey: Paul Townend
Trainer: A J Martin

3:50 - Mares Champion Hurdle (Grade 1)
1 Annie Power  2/9F 
2 Analifet 10/1 
3 Kalane 25/1 
Jockey: R Walsh
Trainer: W P Mullins

4:25 - Champ 4 Year Old Hurdle (Grade 1)
1  Petite Parisienne 11/4F 
2  Buiseness Sivola 9/2 
3  Thunder Zone 20/1 
Jockey: Bryan Cooper
Trainer: W P Mullins

5:00 - Pat Taaffe Handicap Chase
1 Gallant Oscar 5/2F 
2 Archie Meade 16/1 
3 Bless The Wings 16/1 
4 Ballycasey 10/1  
Jockey: Mark Walsh
Trainer: A J Martin

5:35 - Setanta Sports Handicap Hurdle
1  Sort It Out  6/1 
2  Arbre De Vie  5/1 
3  Clondaw Warrior  16/1 
4  Pleasant Company  7/2F 
Jockey:  Mark Walsh
Trainer:  Edward P Harty
 
6:10 - (Pro/Am) INH Flat Race
1 Nambour 9/10F 
2 Krugermac 16/1 
3 Lake View Lad 20/1 
Jockey: Mr P W Mullins 
Trainer: W P Mullins

Shades of Kauto Star – Annie Power has fans 
holding their breath as she rattles the last



14 15

It will always be remembered as the season 
that Tony McCoy retired, but despite 
the massive void he leaves, this season 
arguably ends with National Hunt racing in 
a stronger position than it started.

McCoy has dominated the sport for two 
decades but the clock had long been ticking on 
when would be the right time to retire. In the 
end he made a pretty good job of it, catching 
most by surprise with the announcement and 
then allowing many a final chance to see him 
as the farewell tour trundled round the tracks. 
Even McCoy himself seemed to respond to the 
warmth of feeling that accompanied him. The 
announcement prompted a rush of tributes 
and demands on his time that made it appear 
as if he may bow out sooner, but perhaps just 
the love of riding and the genuine groundswell 
of appreciation from the racegoers he had 
entertained down the years, saw the game face 

replaced by first more smiles and then genuine 
emotion over the final days.

As to his successor as champion jockey, few 
realise the big impact summer jumping has 
in determining the title. McCoy himself was 
often well clear by the time the traditional start 
point had been reached and one can bet that 
agent Dave Roberts will be trying to ensure that 
Richard Johnson builds up a similar cushion. 
Tom Scudamore is also on his books and will 
also be busy in those first few months but if 
Johnson can stay free of injury this is surely his 
chance to finally gain a title which few would 
begrudge.

Lower down the jockey ranks Tom Cannon has 
impressed greatly and it will be no surprise if he 
finds increasing support from the likes of Alan 
King, whilst David Noonan is very much a name 
to look out for. He caught my eye, notably on 
Sam Cavallaro , and with the potential support 

RICHARD 
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of yards such as David Pipe and Anthony 
Honeyball he could be in for a good season.

On the training front it may well be that Willie 
Mullins is about to establish a stranglehold not 
dissimilar to that of McCoy’s. It is an astonishing 
fact, to me at least, that he won more prize 
money in Ireland than Champion Trainer 
Paul Nicholls did in the UK, and that ignores 
the 16 victories Mullins had this side of the 
Irish Sea more than half of which came in his 
record breaking Festival haul. His domination 
of the jumping scene in Ireland sees every 
division dominated by his yard, from Douvan 
to Faugheen, Un De Sceaux to Vautour. 
Whether this is entirely healthy for the Irish 
domestic scene must be open to doubt but 
with the powerhouse owners of Rich Ricci and 
Gigginstown lending their considerable backing 
it looks a trend that is very much set to continue.

It was refreshing therefore that the season’s 
blue riband prize, the Gold Cup, provided the 
exception to this rule with Coneygree’s fairy 
tale victory for the Bradstock’s. Compare their 
eight winners from just 24 runners to the 203 
victories from 645 for Mullins and the scale 
of the achievement in beating the big boys 
is apparent. All the more remarkable is all of 
those eight victories came from three horses, 
Coneygree, Carruthers and Flintham who are all 
out of the same mare, Plaid Maid, who gets my 
vote for unsung superstar of the season.

There were also excellent seasons for the 
likes of Dan Skelton, Warren Greatrex and Neil 
Mulholland who are on the verge of breaking 
through to the next level whilst Harry Fry and 
Ben Pauling are others who ensure that unlike 
the Mullins dominance in Ireland that things 
may gradually be spread more evenly over here.

It wasn’t just the young names however who 
made their mark on the training scene. The 
success of Many Clouds was also one of the 
great stories of the season and the whole 
jumping fraternity seemed to collectively rejoice 
in Oliver Sherwood’s success. His four victories 
contributed to a total of 31 for the yard which 
saw Sherwood reach a landmark 1000 career 
victories during the campaign. He was not 
alone though as fellow columnist Kim Bailey 
had an equally stellar season in terms of winners 
with his total of over 60 winners his best since 
1996/97 and topped off by the success of Darna 
at the Festival. A season that had all kinds of 
everything, and one which already whets the 
appetite for events to come.

Richard Hoiles

Richard has advised that due to family and 
work commitments he won’t be able to 
continue with his column in the 2015-16 
season. On behalf of all CTCRC members 
we would like to extend our sincere thanks 
to Richard for his support this year in 
providing us with his unique insight.

Richard Johnson and Tom Scudamore will both be looking to secure early momentum over the summer 
months in the race to be Champion jockey.

Warren Greatrex, Dan Skelton and Neil Mulholland, three trainers on the ascendency who can ensure the 
winners are spread more evenly in the UK next season
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TIPSTER 
COMPETITION

What a finish to the Tipster Competition

For those who follow the progress each month, 
the 105 point lead held by the leader at the end 
of March may have seemed as though it was 
game over for the other competitors.

Not a bit of it. The leader scored zero points at 
the Aintree Festival and this meant that, as is 
usual, the Punchestown Festival would hold the 
key to the final result. And how close could it 
be? Susan Panikkar’s “A” entry literally came from 
out of the clouds, scoring an amazing 245 points 
since the end of March.

Lying 42nd at the end of March with 280 points 
her late run saw her fall short of the overall leader 
by just 15 points. In fact, had Jezki opted to turn 
out the day after winning the Grade 1 World 
Series Hurdle on the Thursday of Punchestown 
Festival, we would have had a different winner. 
Indeed, Annie Power’s last hurdle fall at the 
Festival was also pivotal in deciding the eventual 
outcome. It’s a strange game.

As it was, and despite the amazing performance 
by Susan Panikkar’s “A” entry, Tony Coleman’s 
“B” entry hung on to his April £10 overall 
leader and to claim the Trophy and title of 
Tipster Champion 2015. Well done, Tony, and 
commiserations to Susan. A further 15 points 
behind came Bernard Holtham, whose “A” 
secured a meritorious third placing.

The Final Top Ten Leaderboard is shown below.

COMPETITION LEADERBOARD  
FINAL SCORES

1 TONY COLEMAN B 540 
2 SUSAN PANIKKAR A 525 
3 BERNARD HOLTHAM A 510 

4 DIANNE WESTON A 480 
5 STEVE TAYLOR A 475 
6 DAVID BATEMAN C 460 
7 MARTIN WITHINSHAW F 455 
8 MARY AWRE A 450| 
9= TONY COLEMAN A 445 
9= RICHARD SHAW E 445 
9= DIANNE WESTON B 445 
9= DIANNE WESTON C 445 
9= MARTIN WITHINSHAW C 445

As already reported, an unprecedented level of 
scores during April ended with Susan Panikkar, 
securing the £10 Monthly Top Score prize. Our 
congratulations go to Susan. 

COMPETITION LEADERBOARD 
SCORES MARCH

1 SUSAN PANIKKAR A 185 
2 STEVE PAYNE L 175 
3 MARTIN WITHINSHAW F 165 
4 DEAN SHANNON C 160 
5= DEAN SHANNON A 150 
5= JOHN THOMPSON C 150

Please note: ALL prizes will be paid out at the 
end of the competition and its distribution will 
be published as soon as possible in a future 
magazine.

Please don’t forget that you can track the status 
of your entries on-line by accessing www.ctcrc.
co.uk by first selecting ‘Events’, and then ‘Tipsters 
Competition’.

If you have any questions about your entry, or its 
status, please contact Tony Coleman either on 
07795 146242 or by e-mail at tonyandles@aol.
com.

This month’s question for the chance to 
win two Premier Enclosure Badges for any 
meeting of your choice (except the Welsh 
Grand National) at Chepstow racecourse is 
given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded a 
voucher which can be redeemed for the Premier 
Badges direct with the racecourse office.

The winners of the deferred March Competition 
and the April Competition are Paul Jones,March, 
who correctly answered that Free Entry is 
allowed up to the age of 18 and Mike Lawrence, 
April, who correctly answered that the Severn 
Bridge Toll refund is possible on the purchase of 
Two Full-Price Tickets on the Day at Chepstow.

Our congratulations, along with a voucher for 
two Premier Enclosure Badges to Chepstow, 
have been sent to both Paul & Mike.

This month’s question is:

Which top Group are headlining after 
Chepstow Races on Saturday 30 May 2015?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 19th June 2015 at: 14 Ridge Green, 
Shaw, West Swindon, SN5 5PU alternatively, 
e-mail him at tonyandles@aol.com

Note, please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry 

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION



18 19

With AP McCoy retiring on the last day of 
the 2014-15 season at Sandown, CTCRC 
have produced a special feature with 
tributes from Alan Lee, our President, John 
Hales, our regular columnist and a variety 
of other people who all worked with AP 
over the last twenty years, here’s what 
they had to say;

McCoy by Alan Lee

Left to his own devices, 
Tony McCoy would not 
have undertaken the long 
farewell that began in early 
February and concluded 
on a tear-stained day 
in late April. Left to his 
own devices, indeed, he 

would not have retired at all, let alone in such 
prolonged and public fashion.

Yet the best part of him going in the way he 
did – and there were many – is that he left the 
stage with a far better appreciation of how he 
is viewed. The shows of public adulation took 
him aback, embarrassed him and at times, faced 
with endless lines of punters seeking signatures 
and selfies, tested his patience and goodwill. But 
when it ended, he was grateful.

McCoy needed no lessons in humility. This 
has always been one of his endearing traits. 
And we are not talking here about ego, either. 
Somewhere in between lies the peace of mind 
that comes with knowing your efforts have 
made the right impression on the audience.

We know, now, that the trigger for McCoy’s 
decision was the November injuries that stalled 
his headlong pursuit of a final ambition to ride 
300 winners in a season. Despite superhuman 
attempts to defy pain, he conceded defeat 
and, in his own harrowing description, spent an 
evening crying in his room. We have learned 
plenty about the iron man in his final days of 
riding, including that the mask can slip and crash 

AP McCOY
TRIBUTE

when he is alone and distressed.

We know, too, that the only person he consulted 
about the manner of his retirement was Dave 
Roberts. More a friend and confidante than just 
the best jockeys’ agent there is ever likely to be, 
Roberts counselled McCoy that he could not just 
stop and walk away, as instinct urged. He had 
responsibilities to the public and to the sport he 
had dominated for two decades.

And so it began. I was in Ireland with McCoy 
on the morning after he made his dramatic, 
televised announcement at Newbury. It was 
bedlam. He had barely slept, “feeling a bit 

empty, if I’m honest”, and his phone had not 
stopped. As he walked through the gates of 
Leopardstown racecourse, he might have been 
the Pope, or at least a member of One Direction, 
such was the loose maul of fans that surged 
towards him.

“It’s a bit of a circus,” he said later, in the 
weighing-room. “It’s really not my style.” For all 
that, he had posed and signed dutifully, a habit 
he had maintained throughout his career but 
one which was now to demand far more of his 
time and energy. For everywhere he went, even 
Plumpton on a Monday, became another stage 
in a farewell tour he had neither desired nor 
designed. It was something never seen before 
in horseracing, something that said a great deal 
about the stature of its greatest jockey.

It was appropriate that the hero-worship should 
be just as prevalent on the smallest tracks as the 
biggest, for he had lived his race-riding life in 
the belief that they all mattered just the same. 

When his finest rides were sifted and presented 
by we pundits, it was natural that his more 
astounding Festival winners were rolled out, yet 
I will remember him most for an incredible ride 
at Huntingdon, on a damp January day with just 
a few hundred present.

The horse was called Adare Prince, he was rated 
just 91 and probably in the last-chance saloon 
in the JP McManus colours. He might have 
been tailed off under some jockeys, and would 
certainly have unseated others. Somehow, from 
the most improbable position, McCoy conjured 
a miracle.

Everyone has their favourite memories but 
all of us lucky enough to be at Sandown, on 
that final day, have another very special one. 
There was no shame in tears that day. It was 
the joyous end of something unique. In time, 
McCoy will look back and be forever glad at 
how his farewell turned out.

Alan Lee, President, CTCRC

John Hales’ Tribute

I have known Tony for 
many years and I believe I 
can say that he is a friend 
of our family.

There have been many 
amusing times in 

company with his close friends Mick (Fitzy) and 
Carl (Llewellyn) especially when they stayed with 
me at my home in Portugal. During those days 
Tony and Carl were the two biggest sharks ever 
to play golf. They were both off totally phoney 
handicaps but I believe time has caught up with 
them following numerous complaints to various 
golf clubs secretaries and I believe they are now 
off correct handicaps but watch out for Tony 
now he will have time on is hands. He will be at 
least four shots better than his current handicap 

Dave Roberts – friend and confidante for 20 years 
to AP McCoy

Left to his own 
devices... he would 

not have retired at all
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within two months. Mick was always the best 
of the three and played off a true handicap 
although I expect that Tony or Carl would not 
accept that.

Tony rode for us on a number of occasions and I 
have picked out the following.

I had purchased Noland at a sale at Cheltenham 
to be trained by Paul Nicholls. His his first race 
was at Wincanton in a Bumper and my family 
watched the race 
on TV at home. 
Coming to the 
final bend Tony 
was last and 
at that point I 
thought either 
the Jockey does 
not know what he is doing or I have purchased 
a horse lacking in ability. Tony gave Noland 
a tap on the neck and immediately he went 
from last to fourth out of twenty runners and 
off the final bend went into the lead. We could 
not believe what we were seeing and Tony 
obviously enjoying the ride opened up to win 
by twenty lengths going away. I always ask the 
jockeys to phone me after the race and next day 
Tony phoned and bearing in mind our friendly 
relationship said “ you lucky B----r”.

The next time he rode Noland was some years 
later at Newbury in the Aon Chase now the 
Denman chase. I was in Switzerland at the time 
and I always believed that What A Friend owned 
by Sir Alex Ferguson and Jed Mason was fancied 
by Paul to be the winner. Tony’s view was “I am 
going to win the race” the scene was set and 
Alex and Jed arrived in their helicopter to see 
What A Friend win the race. In a fantastic finish 
which no other jockey can match Tony got 

Noland up on 
the line to win by 
a neck. This was 
a great riding 
performance 
fully respected 
by Alex and Jed 
who were both 

great in their sporting attitude to there narrow 
defeat.

In Neptune Collonges earlier years I had hoped 
that one day he would prove to be a Grand 
National horse. I wanted to ensure he would 
get the trip and Tony accepted the ride in the 
Scottish National. Neptune finished sixth and 
we were very pleased. The first question I asked 
Tony “will he get the trip in the Grand National” 
to which Tony replied “ no problem whatsoever”. 

AP gave Noland a great ride to beat What A Friend 
and Fair Along in the 2011 Aon Chase

Every aspiring young jockey 
should learn from him 

How right he proved to be.

The last time Tony rode for us was probably 
one of his finest performances in his wonderful 
career. He rode Neptune in the renamed 
Argento Chase at Cheltenham. Paul said ride him 
handily in third or fourth and then use your own 
judgement. We were up against Tidal Bay at 
the height of his career and before joining Paul 
Nicholls. When he jumped on the horse Tony 
only had one thought re the tactics of the race. 
He had done his homework on the right tactics 
to use and he decided to go from the front all 
the way. He ran them ragged and came up that 
Cheltenham hill for a brilliant victory. I always 
believed that Tony would ride any race the way 
he wanted to. He was always very professional in 
analysing the opposition in any race.

 With his status in the racing world he is always 
very difficult to get on the phone. I remember 
saying to him one day that I can speak to the 
Pope at the Vatican easier than I can speak to 
him. Tony is the ultimate professional dedicated 
to his career. When you ask Tony to ride your 
horse you know you are going to get 110%. 
My family wishes him and his family every 
happiness for the future but I will not be playing 
golf against him for money.

Yogi Breisner

My lasting memory would 
be AP’s ability to improve 
his riding year after year. 
Until he was, in my view, as 
close to the complete and 
most perfect jump jockey 
anyone can be. As such 

his influence on National Hunt racing will go 
beyond his retirement as every aspiring young 
jockey should learn from him.

Mike Cattermole

I can’t claim to know AP 
especially well but we get on 
well although catching a chat 
with him is easier away from 
the racecourse than on it 
when everybody is busy.

I think I called home his first winner on 
Chickabiddy at Exeter all those years ago. Who 
would have thought that? He is an amazing man 
and has managed to retain all of his humility 
in spite of the adoration from both inside and 
outside the weighing room. That would not 
be easy, indeed probably impossible for most 
people.

AP won the Argento Chase in 2011 on Neptune 
Collonges, giving him a positive ride to beat Tidal 
Bay by 1 1/4 lengths 

November 1 1994, I got to call home 
AP’s first win on Chickabiddy at Exeter
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An example 
of this was 
last year when 
returning from 
a Leopardstown 
meeting I was 
passing through 
Dublin airport 
when I was 
alerted to a shout of “Mike!” and there was AP 
relaxing at a coffee bar with his wife Chanelle. 
Most top jockeys or trainers wouldn’t pay the 
slightest heed to a media hack wandering 
through the airport but not him and we 
managed to sit down and grab ten minutes of 
unhurried chat. He married a very special girl, 
which is a great tribute to him, and they make a 
great couple. I admire him in so many ways and 
am sure he will make a success at whatever he 
turns to next.

Jeannie Chantler, Bangor on Dee 
Racecourse Manager

At Bangor on Dee a member of the race day 

staff who worked 
on the last fence, 
had a daughter 
he had brought 
with him to 
see the racing 
many times 
throughout her 
childhood and 

early teens. Sadly she contracted cancer and 
went through much treatment, lots of radio 
and chemotherapy. At the age of 15 she was 
struggling but still being very brave and hadn’t 
been racing for some considerable time. All the 
jocks knew who Sophie was as they had seen 
her for many years with her Dad. When I asked 
AP if he could have a photo with her, he came 
out to see her with no hesitation, and rather 
than just signing her race card and having a 
photo with her, he sat and talked to her for some 
ten minutes or more . It made Sophie’s day and 
that was one of the last times she came racing 
as sadly she passed away shortly afterwards. 
Making time for everyone, that’s how he is 
remembered by us at Bangor on Dee.

Philip Hobbs

AP has been a great 
ambassador for National 
Hunt racing and rode lots 
of winners for us including 
his first Cheltenham 
Festival winner on Kibreet 

in the Grand Annual Chase in 1996. 

May 22 Worcester Races Club Night

Our tradition of closing the season at Worcester 
continues, where we plan to present the 
Richard Davis award to Sean Bowen as the top 
conditional in the 2014-15 season. Don’t forget 
CTCRC members get entry two for the price of 
one when booked in advance .

Kirtlington Stud visit

Sarah Matthews has secured a visit to Kirtlington 
Stud between May – July. Please get in touch 
with Sarah Matthews if you would like to go.

September 26 Venetia Williams stable visit

Can anyone wishing to go on either of these 
visits get in touch with Sarah Matthews on 
07729 847724. £6.00 for members, £10.00 for non 
members

Club trips to Ireland and France

Peter Collier is planning more trips to Ireland 
with Listowel added to existing trips to Galway 
and Auteuil in France. Any member wishing 
to join Peter should give him a call on 07802 
228559, if you haven’t been why not give it a try, 
it’s a great craic! Peter can usually secure free or 
heavily discounted entry.

Next Club Magazine

The Club magazine will now be taking a 
summer break, returning in September. We plan 
to recruit more columnists over the summer 
and will have nine more issues for the 2015-16 
season.   

CLUB NEWS 
For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Ludlow, Stratford, 
Towcester, Warwick and Worcester during 
the period 27th April 2014 – 25th April 2015

(Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club & Midlands Racing Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Final Placings for the 2014 – 2015 season

1st  Sean Bowen  321 pts
2nd  Nico De Boinville  199 pts
3rd  Trevor Whelan  180 pts
4th  Peter Carberry  161 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This 
award is named in his memory.

RICHARD 
DAVIS AWARD

AP and Sophie Edwards featured in the April 9 2011 
Race Card at Bangor

McCoy will look back and 
be forever glad at how his 

farewell turned out
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The 4.25pm Bet 365 Handicap Hurdle at 
Sandown on April 25 was a modest class 
two handicap hurdle on any other day, 
but on this day, it was when racing said 
goodbye to the living legend that is AP 
McCoy OBE.

In glorious sunshine Sandown was totally sold 
out, 18,000 fans all wanting to be part of the 
moment where they could hail their hero and 
say goodbye. The atmosphere was electric all 
day, Sandown’s natural amphitheatre of a parade 

ring proved a perfect setting to give racings 
greatest man the warmest send off. AP’s own 
sporting heroes, were on hand to contribute to 
the day as Arsenal players, Ian Wright, Charlie 
George and Liam Brady gave various awards to 
AP during the afternoon.

AP only had two rides, Mr Mole and Box Office 
and both were placed third in their respective 
races, not that you would have known as on 
both occasions he was cheered back to the 
winners enclosure as if they had won.

Perhaps the most poignant moment of the day 
came when Richard Johnson was interviewed 
after winning in AP’s last race on Brother Tedd. 

Alice Plunkett asked; “Dickie I guess it’s mixed 
feelings you beating the champ for the last 
time?”

Richard Johnson; with a clearly faltering voice 
“Yes it’s a sad day really, he’s been one of my 
best friends for a long time, it’s great to have 
had a winner, but he’s the one we should be 
cheering at today”

Alice Plunkett; “You’ve been runner up to him 15 
times, you’re great friends, you’re great rivals and 
you’ve handled it with such grace?”

Richard Johnson; “He’s been a great friend to 
work with, I couldn’t have sat next to a better 
fella, I’d like to say I’ve twenty years of good 
memories and we’ll still be friends for a long 
time”. 

Sean Bowen rode a double on the day, and 
clinched the Conditional jockey’s title from Nico 
De Boinville, these two jockey’s demonstrating 
that AP’s departure will be filled with many 
talented youngsters. Richard Johnson rode a 
double as well and no one in racing would 
begrudge him winning the title in 2015-16. Paul 
Nicholls collected the Champion Trainers award 
and took the afternoon’s feature race with Just A 
Par obliging in the Bet 365 Gold Cup Chase.

While only having two rides, AP hadn’t a 
moment to himself as the afternoon was spent 
signing autographs and providing interviews. 

As for the future, it’s increasingly likely AP will 
have a role created working with JP McManus. 
Whatever he does all in racing send their 
warmest thanks and best wishes to AP and his 
family for the future.

The last word should fittingly be left with the 
great man himself who reflected with Nick Luck 
the void retirement would bring;

“For the first time in my life I think I’m going 
to be spending more time looking back, than 
forward, and I’ve always looked forward all my 

life, but I think the best 
things in my life are 
behind me because 
they have been the 
most enjoyable. It’s 
going to be tough. The 
sport has been so good 
to me, I love it, I love 
racing.” AP McCoy April 
25 Sandown Park.

Steve Ennis

SANDOWN
APRIL 25TH

Every word recorded, every autograph given, AP 
made time for everyone

AP takes the applause after his last ride on Box Office 

Mr Mole gave AP third place in the race named in 
his honour, the AP McCoy Celebration Chase 

A packed crowd at Sandown made for a superb 
atmosphere on AP’s final day

Fellow jockeys make a guard of honour to greet AP into the Parade Ring to 
collect his 20th Jockey Championship title
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I am writing my column for the May 
magazine during a business trip to  
Hong Kong.

It is very hot and humid. I have just returned to 
my hotel having been to watch live the World 
title fight between Floyd Mayweather and 

Manny Pacquiao . The sports bar in Hong Kong

was full of Manny’s compatriots from the 
Phillipines so for safety I told everyone around 
me that I had come to support the man from 
the Phillipines. Unfortunately he lost but he put 
up a great performance.

Tonight I have been invited to go to the Sha 
Tin racecourse to see the local equine hero 
“Able Friend”chase six straight wins in the HK 
14million Champions mile (£1.300 million). To be 
honest I find flat racing boring but at the Sha Tin 
racecourse I can strongly recommend the food 
and wine.

We enjoyed a superb day of racing to finish the 

season at Sandown. I have never seen crowds 
like it at Sandown but they turned up in force to 
give AP a wonderful send off. Al Ferof produced 
a good performance to finish a close second 
to Menorah. In the feature race Unioniste was 
too fresh early on and literally took Sam into the 
lead. Carrying almost top weight it was a big ask 

and he finished eighth.

It was interesting to hear Paul 
Nicholls say that next season Al 
Ferof will be aimed at the Gold 
Cup. If all goes well we may 
retire him after the Festival when 
he will be eleven years old. 
However we will wait and see 
as he does not have too many 
miles on the clock. For Unioniste 
The Grand National will be his 
target. He will be a little bit more 

experienced next year and we intend to run 
him in the Becher Chase which will help in his 
National preparation.

We have decided to keep Valco Touzaine in 
training and he will run through the summer 
for the GiGi partnership and it was a very 
convincing win for Vicente in the Beginners 
chase at Fontwell. Being in Hong Kong I did not 
see the race but I am told he won by a distance. 
My fellow owner Ian Fogg would have been 
delighted.

The horses are now being let down to come 
home to grass for the Summer. Be Daring has 
had a splint fired and the GiGi partnerships Brio 

Conte, an unraced four year old by Dom Alco, 
has to go to Newmarket for some minor repare 
to a Hock. Both Be Daring and Brio Conte will be 
fine for next season. Ibis Du Rheu will hopefully 

strengthen up for next season as he has a lot of 
ability and is a horse I am particularly looking 
forward to watching. I suppose the one horse 

that may give me some sleepless nights will be 
Aux Ptits Soins who in his only race in the UK 
won the Coral Cup at the Festival. Paul regards 
him very highly and the plan is to start his novice 
chasing career probably over two miles.

In the build up to this years Grand National 
we had a visit from the Racing Post who 
wanted to take a picture of me holding a 
horse standing under the picture we have of 
Neptune Collonges winning the 2012 Grand 
National in Lisa’s indoor School. As the race 
horses were in training I grabbed one of our 
show jumpers I bought last year in France who I 
called “Wellington” having named the one I had 
bought the year before “Napoleon”. My French 

friends ask me how are they doing? I tell them 
that I cannot split them on ability. That may not 
be true but at least it keeps the peace.

One final thought, please keep your fingers 
crossed for “On Blueberry Hill” who was 
purchased by the Domino Boys who 
unfortunately broke down again with his tendon 
injury not having made the racecourse yet 
with his new owners, but was very impressive 
winning a Fairyhouse Bumper. The vet gives him 
a 50/50 chance so let’s keep hoping.

John Hales 

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

I have never seen 
crowds like it at 

Sandown but they 
turned up in force to 
give AP a wonderful 

send offSurrounded by compatriots of Pacquiao I cheered for the underdog

Aux Ptits Soins is already schooling over 
fences in readiness for next season

Valco Touzaine will keep going through the summer 
for the GiGi partnership

I’m no fan of the flat racing, but the food and wine 
at Sha Tin is recommended
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Well that’s it... goodbye Tony McCoy, how 
we are going to miss you.

What a send off he had and racing showed itself 
in the best light possible by putting AP to bed 
with style and panache. What a fabulous career; 
he made racing and especially jump racing his 
world and by doing just that he also made Jump 
racing everybody else’s world.

BBC Sports Personality of the Year was not 
the only record he broke, twenty jockeys 
championships and over 4000 winners. It’s hard 
to believe that anybody in our life time will ever 
beat that, in fact I will have a bet with you that 
no other jump jockey will ever beat AP’s record, 
let alone get near it. I feel that I am quite safe by 
taking that bet as I will be long gone by the time 
anybody does achieve, equal or break AP’s record.

Enough has been written about the great man 

and now we must savour those memories and 
wish him a very happy retirement and much 
success in whatever new career path he chooses.

The 2014-2015 season has been one of the 
best for Jump racing as a whole. You may 
have forgotten, although I wont let you, that 

we had the most fabulous season which was 
highlighted by Darna winning at the Festival. 
Taking my season away, jump racing as a whole 
had a cracker.

The Bradstocks winning the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup with Coneygree was very 
special. There are plenty of high 
profile owners with deep pockets 
who have won many of the 
seasons big races, but for once a 
fairy tale result happened when 
a home bred horse, out of a mare 
bought by racings most popular 
man in Lord Oaksey, triumphed on 
the big stage. Can you imagine the 
reception his Lordship would have 
received if he was still with us? Yes 
it was a great result and one that 
showed that small trainers and 
small time owners can win on the 
big stage.

KIM BAILEY
COLUMN

The biggest days racing of the year the Crabbie’s 
Grand National also went the way of a smaller 
trainer. Not for one second am I suggesting that 
Oliver Sherwood is a small time trainer, far from 
it as he has had many big winners before, but 
after a few years in the doldrums his win with 
Many Clouds really did bring the house down. It 
again was a fabulous result and again so good for 
racing. Nice guys do win big races, we have seen 
that this season with two horses and two trainers.

So that was 2014-2015, we are all back to 
naught and in 12 months time who will be we 
writing about more champions. Paul Nichols 
will obviously be champion trainer but as for 

Champion jockey now that will be a difficult call. 
Thankfully we don’t have two seasons like our 
flat racing brothers so we can look forward and 
savour another vintage year ahead.

Kim Bailey

Kim Bailey Racing Ltd, Thorndale Farm, 
Andoversford, Cheltenham, Glos. GL54 4LL 
T: 01242 890241 F: 01242 890193 M: 07831 416859 

CTCRC send their warmest congratulations 
to Kim and his team at Thorndale for a 
superb season. 61 winners at a strike rate 
of 23% and a £1 level stakes return of 
+£24.08, well done Kim.

As for Champion 
jockey now that will 

be a difficult call

Darna gave us our first Festival winner in years and we loved it!

Leighton Aspell made it a Grand National double and provided more success for the “good guys”

Coneygree’s win in the Gold Cup was great for all those small trainers with a dream
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Where do you see the next champion 
coming from?

I think it’s going to be close and probably much 
will depend on who can get ahead over the 
summer. Most years AP had the title won by 
September due to amassing a huge lead in the 
early months 
of the season. 
No doubt 
Dave Roberts 
will be finding 
plenty of rides 
for Richard 
Johnson, 
but Dave 
is also Tom 
Scu’s agent 
so I expect 
those two to be fighting it out. If I were to pick 
an outsider it would be Brian Hughes, he’s at 
the top of his game, gets plenty of rides and 
probably will have even more this year. In one 
sense AP’s departure will be interesting as he 
had 827 rides last season. Those 827 rides won’t 
always be taken by other leading jockey’s so it 
will give chances to other jockey’s to highlight 
their credentials in the year ahead. I don’t think 
Paul Nicholls will be too keen on Sam Twiston-
Davies doing too much riding beyond the 

Ditcheat yard so wouldn’t think he’ll be in the 
top three for the Championship.

What are your plans for the summer and 
the season ahead?

Last summer I went two months without a winner, 
I don’t want 
that to happen 
again. When 
we meet again 
in September 
in would be 
nice to have 
ten winners 
on the board, 
I want to keep 
riding as much 
as I can and try 
and get some 

momentum into the early part of the season. 
There’s plenty to look forward to, Venetia will be 
out buying some new prospects for the season 
ahead and my goal is always to improve on the 
season before, so 35+ winners, remaining injury 
free, some Saturday winners and a Grand National 
or Gold Cup will do nicely!

See you in September, have a great summer

Liam Treadwell 

LIAM 
TREADWELL
COLUMN

My final rendevous for the 2014-15 season 
with Liam Treadwell took place in our 
local pub, here’s what Liam had to say on 
reflection of the season just passed;

I’m delighted with how 2014-15 went. Touch 
wood it was entirely injury free, I also had a 
number of personal milestones. I had 300 rides 
for the first time, I finished in the top 30 riders 
and had 35 winners at a strike rate of 12%. I also 
had more firsts than seconds, which is always 
reassuring and a healthy £476,000 in prize 
money.

When you look back on this season in years 
to come, what will be your highlights?

When I won the Grand National in 2009 I said 
my big ambition would be to ride a Gold Cup 

winner, but I got such a buzz off my ride on 
Monbeg Dude in the Grand National that I can’t 
wait to hopefully get another go next season. 
2014-15 will also be remembered as AP’s last year 
and it’s been a privilege to ride at the same time 
as him. Once he decided to quit in February he 
became much more chilled out in the weighing 
room.

I also ticked off Catterick as another race course 
where I had a winner, this now leaves me 
needing a winner at Musselburgh to complete 
the set of having a winner at every racecourse 
in the UK. If any CTCRC member has a decent 
two mile hurdler they want me to ride at 
Musselburgh I’ll forgo my riding fee if the horse 
wins!

I also had a few Saturday winners which is 
always nice on horses such as Pepito and 
Gorgehous Liege as well as the attention 
Mondeg Dude brought.

It was pleasing to have winners last year for 
all the trainers I ride for, Venetia, Paul Weber, 
Michael Scudamore, James Evans and Jennie 
Candlish.

Calling all CTCRC owners - I need a Musselburgh 
winner please!

Tom Scudamore, Richard Johnson and Brian Hughes are my idea of the top three for the Champion 
Jockeys Championship

If any CTCRC member has 
a decent two mile hurdler 

they want me to ride at 
Musselburgh I’ll forgo my 

riding fee if the horse wins!
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walked down to the McDonald’s.

The sun was shining and the sky was bright 
blue. Dougie Costello rode Ozzie and they were 
unplaced – as suspected, Ozzie needed softer 
going and to be dropped back to two and a half 
miles, rather than three. Since then, he has been 
roughed off and is on his summer holidays. 
Similar was Catching On in the big race: he is far 
from the most fluent jumper but jumped round, 
he needs soft ground. Catching On finished 
tired and wobbly, and Dougie was included 
in the number of people throwing buckets of 
water over him to help revive him. Joey was a 
non-runner in the bumper, so we were able 
to get on our journey home a little earlier than 
otherwise. It still felt a long eight hours though...

Previously, having only led up AP McCoy once 
before – years ago – and finding him rather 
gruff and grumpy, probably because the horse 
he rode was favourite but finished fourth!, I had 
only admired him on TV. More recently but also 
before on Martin Pipe’s runners – Gloria Victis, 
Westender, Pridwell, Deano’s Beeno – just to 
name a few.

It was only in September 2012, when starting 
work for Jonjo O’Neill, I gained personal 

experience of AP. Not purely gruff 
and grumpy – a gentleman as 
well as an awesome sportsman. 
Sometimes, he was funny and 
amusing, other times extremely 
focused. I have a vast number of 
winning photographs in which AP 
has not cracked even a ghost of a 
smile. Everyone has seen him stop 
his mount to watch a finish again on 
the big screen. Yet, he knows all of 
our names and used to weigh out 
early to help us.

AP retired after riding our Box Office 
in the bet365 handicap hurdle – in 
the green and gold stripes of JP 

McManus at Sandown on Jump Finale Day. The 
first sell out since the 1980s.

I was there with ‘my’ Lost Legend, who ran in 
the bet365 Gold Cup. Despite pulling up just 
before the last, he ran a blinder. Jockey Richie 
McLernon was buzzing afterwards, enthusing 
after Ledgy’s faultless jumping and how he 
pulled himself into third place four from home. 
Ledgy is a very handsome horse and always 
strides out – he won the best turned out, which 
thrilled me as I did not expect to win it in such 
a big race. Richie reported that Ledgy did not 
stay on the watered ground, which was dead. 
Many runners get nicks or cuts from brushing 
through the birch at speed, which we poultice 
and bandage. Yet, Ledgy jumped so impeccably 
that he did not have a scratch on him.

Box Office is looked after by Hannah Worgan, 
who calls him Benny. All day, Hannah was so 
excited to be the one leading up AP for the very 
last time. Unable to sit still, she went to buy a 
Racing Post. She returned with two free ones, 
so we all got a memento, and a Fruit Pastille 
ice lolly each. To be honest, I did not stray from 
the racecourse stables but did not need to. The 
shouts, cheers, whistles and clapping reached 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

 In April, Laura Morgan and I travelled 
up to Scotland, for the two-day Scottish 
Grand National Meeting. 

I had been a few years before and us two had 
taken two runners up in 2013. This year, we 
had a full lorry of four runners and needed 
to swap drivers after four and a half hours, in 
accordance to Tachograph regulations. Ayr is 
near the coast but fresh salty air and gawky 
peels of seagulls wheeling overhead were the 
hints of sea we never glimpsed. We luxuriated 
in our own spacious, en suite twin room in the 
Western House Hotel, which is right next to the 
racecourse stable yard. As with most overnights, 
there were lots of friends also staying, including 
staff from most of the big yards. Ayr always 
has a good atmosphere. Jane Lloyd from Nigel 
Twiston-Davies’ reminisced that it had been six 
years since we had been up there when she led 
up Hello Bud in his Scottish National success. I 
could not believe so much time had passed.

On the Friday, I got to exercise Oscar Fortune 
out on the course. There was a woodchip track 
for trotting and then we followed arrows onto 
a canter marked out on the Flat track. Ozzie 
was the best behaved and we gave a lead to 
Laura on the bumper runner Beggars Cross 
(Joey) and Hannah Jordan from Alan King’s on 
a fizzy youngster. I had never ridden anything 
out on a racecourse before, and loved every 
minute. Ozzie also loved cantering on the 
grass – he flicked his toes out with joy. Laura 
was finding Joey rather keen and excitable, but 
had a much better ride on Catching On, who 
was a gentleman.

On the first day, we had one runner, one winner 
– of which I will write more about later. We used 
that as our excuse to party. There was the usual 
big night out planned. Ruth Jefferson – trainer 
Malcolm’s daughter and assistant – organised 
taxis and tables and a rendezvous point at the 
hotel bar. There with a meal first then drinking 
and dancing at a restaurant-come-club called 
Elliots. To be honest, I was a little lightweight! 
After a couple of G&Ts and a Jäger bomb forced 
upon me, I was ready to go to bed. Ruth and I 
left at one o’clock, but most stayed partying for 
a few hours longer.

In the morning, plenty of horses were fed, 
mucked out and ridden out by staff with 
peaky faces, sore heads, breathing alcohol 
fumes and a couple of hours from sobering 
up. Many took advantage of the free fry up 
in the stable lads’ canteen or some die-hards 

Hannah Worgan and Laura Morgan get the privilege of leading 
up AP McCoy’s last ride on Box Office at Sandown

The Western House Hotel was 4 star luxury for our 
stay in Ayr 
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way beyond the stable yard. Being a flighty sort, 
Box Office got a bit crazy and Laura had to hold 
onto the off-side rein to help Hannah. Box Office 
finished third, running a good race. The winner 
was ironically ridden by Richard Johnson, who 
has been in AP’s shadow in the jockey’s title for 
many years.

Hannah is 18 and came to work here last 
summer, having worked for Paul Nicholls’ for a 
season, where she looked after Irving. Now, as 
well as Box Office, she also cares for the classy 
and promising Minella Rocco, Montdragon, 
Ustica and Vaihau, who should win this summer. 
Hannah can proudly say she led up AP in his last 
race – the atmosphere and excitement will be 
hard to match. Having missed witnessing it live, I 
caught up with the scenes via Facebook on the 
way home. An emotive, tearful AP. Ruby Walsh 
was overheard by Laura and Hannah telling him 
to “Smile, it’s your last time.” The line of people, 
mostly jockeys still in silks, including Richie in 
the white with lilac stars. Clapping, hooting, 
cheering – giving our Champ the send off he 
deserved. Laura and AP holding each other in 
a bear hug in the winner’s enclosure; fizzing 
spray from a shaken bottle of champagne in 
the weighing room. All poignant stuff – Laura 
was choked with tears and Hannah said she had 
a lump in her throat. Box Office did not know 
what had happened, but he must have felt like 
a winner.

Yet, it went beyond one sunny, final day at 
Sandown but twenty years of being champion 
jockey – 4348 jump winners, 2 Gold Cups and 
a Grand National. A true sporting hero who we 
will all miss, not just at the glittering meetings 
like Cheltenham and Aintree but at those gaff 
tracks where only AP would have got that 
mediocre horse to finish in front.

I feel honoured to have watched AP ride, but 
even more so to have led him up. I remember 
two seasons ago, Dursey Sound unseating him 

at the last round Fakenham. As I ran through the 
gate to catch my loose horse, AP limped past, 
saw me and said, “All right, Jo?” I stopped aghast, 
retorting back, “I should be the one asking you if 
you’re all right.”

AP has given us many memories to treasure. 
Fergal Gavin had a memorable day at Towcester 
for 4000th winner on Mountain Tunes; Laura 
had many but named Get Me Out Of Here at 
Fairyhouse as her favourite; Gabriela Gacova and 
Coral Eastment both had an amazing victory 
with Synchronised; Kate Hanson had many 
winners with Wichita Lineman and Albertas 
Run. It wasn’t just us at Jackdaws Castle in the 
present, but also the hundreds of other grooms 
in the past and from other yards too. Thank you 
AP and happy retirement.

 Sophie Upton – wife of our assistant trainer – 
finished the London Marathon in a brilliant 4 
hours and 6 minutes. She fitted in lots of training 
round looking after her boys Richard and Patrick, 
riding out and school runs. So far, she has raised 
£2300 for charity Racing Welfare; a total that is 
still rising. We are all very proud of her, especially 
as she was in riding out the following morning. 
Her favourite horse, Rum And Butter, was not 
at all forgiving to her aches as he launched into 
bucks at the bottom of the gallop!

 The Nephew was sold privately to America. 
Gabby, who looked after him for three years, 
was sorry to say farewell. A large horse 
transporter picked him up to take him to the 
airport. He was loaded up, wearing fluffy 
travelling boots, a padded leather headcollar 
with shiny brass nameplate and a smart 
sheet – all brand new and sent over especially. 
Having won five races for us, we hope he will 
be successful over the Atlantic too.

 Having finished last season on 104 winners, 
our total was wiped clean on the first day of 
the new season. On the May Day bank holiday, 

Coral and I had the local trip of Warwick, 
whilst Laura and Denisa Vackova trundled off 
to Kempton Park.

As Hannah was holidaying in the Maldives, I 
led up her Montdragon – a big French-bred 
who had finished unplaced at Aintree. This 
time, he won well under Richie, but made 
the jockey work for it! I cannot take any of the 
credit as he is Hannah’s boy and is ridden daily 
by Josh Amor. Yet, it was still satisfying to say 
I had led up our first winner of the season. 
Forty-five minutes later, at Kempton, Laura 
and Denisa sent out Number 2 of the season 
– Rock N Rhythm. It is a relief to start the tally 

and hopefully we can notch up a good few 
more this summer.

AP Magical Moment

At Ayr on April 17th, I led up AP McCoy 
in what turned out to be his final winner. 
Capard King, owned by Mr J B Gilruth and 
G&P Barker Ltd, was a comfortable winner of 
the novices’ hurdle. It was an unremarkable 
win – a nice young horse who will make a 
nice chaser in the future. He jumped well 
and galloped gamely to win by 2¾ lengths. 
There was hardly any write up the next day in 
the Racing Post but it will go down in history 
as AP McCoy’s 4348th winner and his last. 

Leading them out, AP was quiet 
and I hoped ‘Cappy’ would win. 
After, Laura and I ran up to him 
excitedly.

 “What will we do without you, 
Champ?” Laura said sadly. “You 
can’t retire.”

“I have to,” he answered 
philosophically. We posed for 
the few photographers and I did 
not presume then that it was his 
last – I thought he would most 
likely get a winner in JP McManus’ 
colours. Yet, I am so pleased and 
proud that I was the one to lead 
him up – it will stay etched in my 
memory. Many would think that it 
should have been Mr Mole or Box 
Office at Sandown but I, for one, 
am pleased it was up at Ayr.

Jo Collinson

Capard King gives AP winner number 4348, and it 
was my privilege to lead his last winner
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So it’s officially over, another season at 
Cheltenham done and dusted and a nice 
quiet summer to look forward to, although 
it’s never as quiet as we hope. 

Last summer was particularly noisy, with the 
builders making a right old racket and that 
pattern looks set to continue as the final pieces 
of the jigsaw that is the redevelopment of 
Cheltenham Racecourse continue.

Kier have now taken back the whole site, so 
that they can work uninterrupted by us hosting 
racedays. The team at Kier have been fantastic 
to work with over the past thirteen months, 
with a real understanding of our requirements 
for racedays and have delivered on all the major 
deadlines required – especially the 156 toilets in 

the lower ground floor of the stand which were 
in use for The Festival and at one point were 
rather tight on deadline. I hate to think what 
might have been had we not had those toilets 
– the complaints pile would certainly have been 
larger afterwards!

The two final (and rather large) bits of the jigsaw 
to finish off are the new stand, whose name 
has pretty much been confirmed and will be 
announced later on in the summer and the 
crescent walkway, which will attach the bridge 
over the horsewalk with the new stand and the 
new stand to the See You Then terrace. The 
latter part of the walkway will have viewing 
steps for people to stand on the level above and 
look at the Parade Ring and Winner’s Enclosure, 
which will be a really nice feature.

SOPHIA 
BRUDENELL 
COLUMN

Being female, and often one to voice an opinion, 
I have ended up helping Ian and the team on 
the interiors of the new stand, which is fun. 
These kind of things are always subjective, 
but the rooms have to be practical as well as 
attractive – it’s certainly a different style to what 
you may have at home. We also have some bars 
to name this summer, so any good suggestions 
on a postcard please.

I was at Punchestown last week on the Thursday 
where it was great to see Jezki win the 3m 
Hurdle race. I’ve always felt that the horse 
didn’t get the credit he deserved when he 
won the 2014 Champion Hurdle here and it’s 
been great to see him triumph at both Aintree 
and Punchestown – plus it’s nice for Jessie 
Harrington to have a high profile horse and for it 
not to be in training in a small (!!) yard down the 
M9 in Co Carlow, with the initials WPM.

Willie’s domination of Irish racing is amazing and 
I know there are some trainers over there that 
just become more competitive. What he did at 
this year’s Festival was pretty impressive and he 
is a very honest and easy trainer to work with 
(after all he allowed me to invade the yard with 
all the British and Irish media).

For any of you who haven’t been to 
Punchestown before, I would strongly 
recommend it. There is a very different vibe to 
The Festival, there is generally a more relaxed 
mood as the season is about to draw to an end, 
but still some really great racing to enjoy.

I thought that the team 
at Sandown did a really 
great job of sending AP 
off in style – I may be a bit 
biased as I used to work at 
Sandown and it’s one of 
my favourite courses in the 
country, but watching it on 
TV (I was at a Hen party that 
weekend but managed to 
watch most of it on Channel 

4 Racing) there was a real feeling of celebration 
of everything that AP has achieved. I hope that 
he has a great summer enjoying doing very little; 
I imagine the golf clubs will get a lot of practise.

I hope that you all have a great summer and 
enjoy the Flat racing season. My stepmother is 

a bloodstock agent in the Flat world (I grew up 
in Newmarket so really am a complete Jump 
racing imposter) and she bought Ivawood so 
we have a summer to look forward to with him 
hopefully. He ran a cracking race in the QIPCO 
2,000 Guineas last weekend, when the race split 
and he won his side so hopefully onwards and 
upwards to the Curragh or Ascot.

See you in September.

Sophia Brudenell

Make a date for May 20 to come to the Sporting 
Icons Dinner at Cheltenham’s Centaur

Ivawood – I’m very excited about following his 
efforts this summer

Punchestown Festival – I would strongly recommend it

The summer will see the on-going redevelopment move up another gear
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I MUST start by talking through my pocket.

Ballyboker Bridge in the La Touche Cup at 
Punchestown was one of my top picks for the 
week and looked very promising after filling his 
lungs at the big double bank.

The 12-1 shot, trained by Peter Maher of Big 
Shu fame, loomed ominously three obstacles 
from home, with the pack now thinned to 
an elite group, the Nina Carberry-ridden 
Quantitativeeasing and ageing Uncle Junior 
included.

Unfortunately, Ballyboker Bridge somehow 
came down at the second-last, thereby ending 
my interest in the 4m1f race. He would not have 
beaten Uncle Junior, at 14 the oldest winner 
of the race, in a home-straight battle, but he 
might have followed him home and he would 
definitely have been third - Keep On Track fading 
to finish 16 lengths behind the first two.

In terms of betting, that was the story of my 
week; a lot of near misses as I sought to avoid 
the odds-on shots.

In terms of performances, I was disappointed 
to not see Vautour out, but I was taken aback 
again by Douvan, the Sky Bet Supreme Novices’ 
Hurdle winner.

He is an utter professional and has the speed 
to become a Champion Hurdle contender. Due 
to trainer Willie Mullins’ vast string of stars, he is 
going to go over fences next season instead and 
there is no doubt he should excel there too, with 
his tall, athletic frame.

The race of the week was Jezki verses Hurricane 
Fly over 3m, both attempting the distance for 
the first time, in the Ladbrokes World Series 
Hurdle. It lived up to its billing. Ruby Walsh 
stalked Mark Walsh and Jezki throughout the 
race and Hurricane Fly appeared to travel 
supremely well throughout.

There were no hard luck stories. Jezki kicked 
and seemed to just stay better than Hurricane 
Fly, who had the advantage of preferring the 
easing ground. He was beaten fair and square, 
then received, as always, a warm welcome in the 
parade ring. Only what a legend of his calibre 
deserves.

The ride Paul Carberry gave Don Cossack in the 
Bibby Financial Services Punchestown Gold Cup 
was head-shakingly good. There is no jockey I 
will miss watching more upon his retirement.

Don Cossack has come of age this season. He 
was always touted by trainer Gordon Elliott as 
a Gold Cup contender and it was perhaps his 
immense size that meant he has taken this long 
to make up into that.

JESSICA
LAMB
COLUMN

Despite his victories this term, including a 
runaway win at Aintree, the distance of the 
Punchestown race remained a concern. This is a 
horse that has excelled over 2m4f, consistently, 
and had disappointed over longer.

Carberry was customarily cool and clearly 
brimming with confidence. Bryan Cooper, 
who could have been riding him but opted 
for the Cheltenham third Road To Riches, was 
understandably annoyed. However, I don’t think 
he would have won on him.

 Similar to Cheltenham, Cooper did not have 

a profitable Punchestown. The 21-year-old 
appears to be riding with little confidence and 
making poor judgements within races lately. 
What it looks like he could do with is two weeks 
off to reset and unwind, and I hope he gets it 
because it does not seem like he is riding with 
the huge skill that we know he can.

But we shouldn’t be hoping these jockeys get 
time off at the end of the season. It should 
be written into the calendar. Jump jockeys in 
Ireland do not have enough clear downtime.

There are five days without jump racing at the 
end of June into July. That’s it. For the whole year.

Guys at the top of the pile can, of course, afford 
to take time off at any reasonably quiet stage, 
but others feel obliged to keep going and 
picking up riding fees wherever they can, many 
seeking to benefit from the big boys going on 
much-needed breaks.

Speaking of which, this column and newsletter is 
doing just that. So we’ll see you in the autumn.

Jessica Lamb

Paul Carberry gave a great ride to Don Cossack in the Gold Cup, in contrast, Bryan Cooper (below) had 
another disappointing week

Carberry was 
customarily cool and 

clearly brimming with 
confidence
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Secretary  
7, St Mary’s Road, Cirencester, Glos, GL7 1AW 
jwoolliams@sky.com  
01285 659023

Colin Nelson 
Treasurer  
87, Roman Hackle Avenue,  
Cheltenham, Glos, GL50 4ST 
cn005a2768@blueyonder.co.uk  
01242 578634

Sarah Matthews 
Membership Secretary   
Loxley Cottage, Long Marston,  
Stratford on Avon, Warks, CV37 8RH 
Stable visit details email  
ctcrcstablevisits@gmail.com 
Membership enquiries to  
ctcrcmembership@gmail.com
07729 847724

Steve Ennis 
Magazine Editor 
07767 228866 
kate.ennis@tiscali.co.uk 

Phil Bradley 
01242 820596 

David Bishop  
bishopdjk@aol.com 

Rosemarie Davies  
rosemarietyhee@hotmail.com

Antonia Lord 
01386 833385  
antonia.lord@uwclub.net 

Mike Lawrence 
07739 223248  
mike_lawrence@sky.com
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