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This months magazine is crammed with 
all sorts of exciting features to add to 
your anticipation of what is just around 
the corner.

We kick off with the master of Seven Barrows, 
Nicky Henderson, giving us an exclusive 
overview of the principle horses to follow from 
his mighty yard in Lambourn on pages 4-6.

There were also two highly enjoyable club 
events in September to reflect upon. The 
opening club night of our season saw the 
Bradstocks and Nico De Boinville provide 
a packed Victory Club with a fun filled and 
fascinating evening learning about the 
incredible highs of winning the Gold Cup 
with Coneygree, but also something of the 
difficulty of keeping your heads above water 
when having to compete with a yard of fewer 
than 20 horses.

The evening saw the draw for the signed 
portrait of the Cheltenham winning jockeys 
from this years’ Cheltenham Festival. 
Congratulations to Jonathan Garratt, MD of 
Cartmel Racecourse, who won the portrait. 
This fundraiser raised over £2,000 for the 
nominated charities, many thanks to all who 
supported these causes. Naomi Clifton at 
Cartmel was happy to receive the portrait on 
Jonathan’s behalf.

Our second club event in September saw about 
30 club members take in a visit to the beautiful 
surroundings of Venetia Williams’ yard, a better 
way to spend your Saturday mornings I can’t 
imagine, unless of course our planned trip to 
the yard of Nigel Twiston-Davies on October 31 
proves even more enjoyable. 

Do look out for the syndicate opportunity with 
Venetia Williams, and in the spirit of promoting 
our own columnists I should mention Kim Bailey 
has ownership opportunities as well.

Liam Treadwell’s column gives us a few to follow 
in the season ahead. If you followed Liam’s 
selections from last year you would have made a 
handsome profit.

We’re now just days away from our season 
opener at Cheltenham with the Showcase 
meeting. The new grandstand looks magnificent 
and the whole redevelopment looks likely to 
make the experience of visiting the home of 
racing even more enjoyable 
than ever.....imagine that!

Enjoy the racing

Steve Ennis

 

 

WELCOME BACK

Naomi Clifton of Cartmel racecourse receives the 
portrait on behalf of Jonathan Garratt
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NICKY HENDERSON
GUEST COLUMN

Hope and Glory 
CTCRC are delighted to welcome Nicky 
Henderson as our guest columnist this 
month. Nicky shares with us his thoughts 
on the season just finished and provides 
an insight into his hopes and aspirations 
for the season ahead.

The 2014-15 season was another productive 
year, although I have to admit there were some 
bits missing. We had 
the most number 
of winners (in the 
UK) and once again 
topped the £2 million 
mark, finishing an 
honourable second 
to Paul in the trainers’ 
championship, but 
we were sadly without many of our stars to be 
really competitive. The real plus side was that the 
younger horses, and particularly the younger 
hurdlers did all the hard work and consequently 
lead into a season of hope, and hopefully, glory.

With Sprinter Sacre, Bobs Worth and Simonsig 
not really getting any runs on the board and 
Long Run not being here at all, along with the 

tragic death of Oscar Whisky, we were quickly 
five wickets down. Triolo D’Alene and Hadrian’s 
Approach both had to take early breaks and it 
really was game over in the feature chases.

However, some really bright new stars came 
galloping over the hill and gave us great hopes 
of not only a really exciting season ahead, but 
hopefully a completely new team of potentially 
star chasers for the future. Of course, we are still 
hopeful that the old brigade can re establish 
themselves as we go to war. I could not be 

happier with all of 
those stars of two 
or three years ago. 
They look in terrific 
shape and we all 
have great hopes, 
even if a lot of 
crossed fingers, that 
we could see their 

greatness again, and while we need them and 
some new chasers, we still badly need a Grand 
National, so I have put this on top of this year’s 
(next year’s, sometime and hopefully not never) 
wish list as we do have at least three or four 
realistic contenders in Triolo D’Alene, Hadrian’s 
Approach and Bear’s Affair. Triolo D’Alene won 
the Topham Chase in 2013 and Rhadjani Express 

Barry has been one one of 
the best and nicest jockeys 

we have ever had the 
pleasure to work with

Peace and Co, centre, leads home a Henderson 1-2-3 with, Top 
Notch left and Hargam right.



Simonsig, Sprinter Sacre and Bobs Worth – I could not be happier with all those stars of two or three years ago.

this year, and this was our fourth success in the 
race, so once round seems quite easy, but twice 
is proving frustrating!

Last seasons novice hurdlers were as good a 
bunch as we have ever had and they all look to 
have bright futures be it over hurdles or fences. 
We thought we were quite strong going into 
the Triumph, but the 
vision of the three of 
them coming to the 
last virtually upsides 
and well clear will last a 
long time.

Hopefully there is at 
least one who can 
chase Faugheen and 
I am glad to say that My Tent Or Yours is back 
again and could easily be involved if he does not 
go novice chasing.

Whispers second victory in the Aintree Hurdle 
puts him high up in the pecking order for the 
Ladbrokes World Hurdle and then there is a 
real cavalry of potential top class novice chasers 
– really too many to mention but very high 
class young hurdlers over all distances with the 
physique to be chasers – hopefully the dawning 
of a new era.

With all of those, yet another good crop of 
bumper horses last spring and an exciting 
bunch of new recruits from the Irish point-to-
point field and more rookies from France, give 
the squad a solid look.

Two major additions to the operation are our 
new Wexford sand gallop that Barry Geraghty 

has been begging 
us to get for two 
years and it is 
already proving a 
huge success. The 
proof will be when 
we start properly, 
but the horses 
are thriving on it. 
Secondly, we have 

installed a water treadmill which is proving 
invaluable and some of the results we have had 
from it are excellent.

The four legged team is exciting, but it is as 
ever backed up by and only as good as the 
two legged squad. Corky threatened to take 
a day off but otherwise nothing has changed, 
except Toby Lawes has taken over from Patrick 
Harty as our assistant. The only other changes 
to the legendary core legion is the addition of 
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The vision of the three of 
them coming to the last 

virtually upsides and well 
clear will last a long time
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Grandson No 2. Archie Giffard and Harry (now 
two and a half) is already in the saddle.

Obviously, the biggest change is Barry’s return 
to Ireland to ride for JP and I know everyone 
involved with Seven Barrows will join me in 
wishing them both every success – but possibly 
not at our expense too 
often! Barry has been 
one of the best and 
nicest jockeys we have 
ever had the pleasure 
to work with and we 
will all miss him. We 
have had some truly 
memorable days together, a lot of fun, a few 
tears but they have often been of joy and we 
have a lot of happy memories. Happily, JP has 
some really lovely horses here so we will still be 
seeing plenty of Ol’ Blue Eyes (and that makes 
two of us).

Luckily for us, we have had a serious team of 
first team jockeys maturing over the last couple 
of years and we are totally confident that they 
can fill the gap – it is not a void as they have all 
proved themselves already at the top table. In 
no particular order, Nico De Boinville obviously 

won the Gold Cup, three Grade one races and 
nearly won the Conditional jockey’s title. Andrew 
Tinkler as consistent as ever won the Pertemps 
Final for us at the Festival and David Bass won 
the Brown Advisory & Merriebelle Stable Plate 
at this year’s renewal. Jerry McGrath won the 
Fred Winter three year’s ago and so we already 

have four Cheltenham 
Festival winning 
jockeys opening the 
batting. The fifth 
senior musketeer, Peter 
Carberry, is just that, 
yet another Carberry 
and he had a cracking 

good season. They will be backed up with the 
usual talented squad of highly promising young 
riders, some of whom I am confident will be 
following in the others’ footsteps.

I wish them all the best of luck for the season, 
the horses the same and to remain in good 
health and injury free and to you all at 
Cheltenham & Three Counties Race Club a lot 
of all of that. Good luck to you all in the season 
ahead!

Nicky Henderson

Corky threatened to take 
a day off but otherwise 
nothing has changed

Corky Browne – a legend at Seven Barrows
Whisper – 11/1 with Paddy Power for the Ladbrokes 
World Hurdle in 2016
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For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at Cheltenham, Chepstow, Ludlow, Stratford, 
Towcester, Warwick and Worcester during the period 30th April 2015 – 23rd April 2016

(Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

1st Bridget Andrews 59 pts 
2nd Lizzie Kelly 28 pts 
3rd Mikey Hamill 27 pts 
4th Harry Cobden 21 pts

Latest placings (up to and including 6th October 2015)

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This award is 
named in his memory.

RICHARD 
DAVIS AWARD

This month’s question for the chance to win two 
Premier Enclosure Badges for any meeting of 
your choice, except the Welsh Grand National, at 
Chepstow racecourse is given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded a 
voucher which can be redeemed for the Premier 
Badges direct with the racecourse office.

Martin Withinshaw was the winner of the May 
Competition by correctly answering that UB40 
were the group that headlined after racing at 
Chepstow on Saturday 30 May 2015.

Our congratulations, along with a voucher for 
two Premier Enclosure Badges to Chepstow, 

have been sent to Martin.

This month’s question is:

Which “Legend” will be entertaining 
guests at the Party Night on Saturday 
December 5 2015?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday November 6 2015 at: 14 Ridge Green, 
Shaw, West Swindon, SN5 5PU alternatively, 
e-mail him at tonyandles@aol.com

NB. please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry.

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION
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As we head into October the anticipation 
surrounding the upcoming National Hunt 
season really steps up a gear. Dropping 
temperatures and darker nights bring 
despair to many, but not an ‘over the 
sticks’ aficionado. Our time of the year is 
approaching, and I for one cannot wait.

Chepstow’s new two day Jumps Festival on 
October 10 and 11 is a great idea, and brings 
together some of their best races at the start 
of the season, including the Silver Trophy 
and the Persian War. Chepstow want to bring 
terrestrial coverage back to this fixture and 
start the season with a bang, they should be 
applauded for that. Let’s hope the meeting is 
well supported and proves a success.

The following week Champions day at Ascot 
takes centre stage, before the Showcase, 
October 23 and 24 at Cheltenham kicks off 
another season at Prestbury Park, a date I’m 

sure all readers of this publication will have 
had marked in their diaries for some time. The 
Showcase grows in stature each year, and 
I’m pleased it’s been moved back a week to 
avoid the clash with Ascot, as in my opinion 
Cheltenham should never have to share the 
limelight. The extra week I’m sure won’t do any 
harm either to the quality of entries and overall 
standard of the racing.

I thought now would be a good time to take 
a look at the various markets available for the 
upcoming season, as there are plenty of prices 
to get stuck into. After all nothing keeps you 
warm through the winter quite like a tasty ante-
post betting slip.

Currently Ladbrokes have priced up eight races 
at next year’s Festival, the Championship events 
being joined by the Supreme Novices Hurdle, 
the Arkle Chase, the RSA Chase and the Ryanair 
Chase. Betting on the King George and Grand 
National is also available.

The Supreme Novice Hurdle betting is headed 
by Moon Racer 8/1, the runaway Champion 
Bumper winner. I was really taken with his 
performance that day, and it’s not hard to 
see him making up into a top hurdler. Next in 
the betting is Bachasson 10/1, who has been 
winning races with ease over the summer, and 
shares the same connections as Un De Sceaux 
(Mullins/Walsh/O’Connell). There’s sure to be 
plenty though that have not even been priced 
up yet who appear in March, so it’s a difficult but 
intriguing puzzle at this stage.

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

Jezki – proof if it were needed the perils of ante 
post betting as he will miss the 2015-16 season
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Douvan 5/2 heads the market for the Arkle at 
this stage, last year’s Supreme Novice Hurdle 
winner will be looking to dodge stablemate 
Faugheen and try the bigger obstacles instead. 
The price may look skinny right now, but Un De 
Sceaux was a similar price this time last year and 
look what he went and did.

Unsurprisingly Faugheen 5/4 is clear favourite 
to repeat his win in the Champion Hurdle, and 
it’s hard at this stage to see anything stopping 
him. Douvan 6/1 is second favourite in case 
steeplechasing doesn’t work out, and it would 
be some race if the two Rich Ricci stars took 
each other on wouldn’t it? Triumph Hurdle 
winner Peace and Co 10/1 comes next, but one 
who won’t be winning is 2014 winner Jezki, who 
has been ruled out for the season due to injury. 
An early reminder if one was needed of the 
difficulty of ante-post betting.

The RSA Chase looks wide open at present, 
with Albert Bartlett principals Martello Tower 
12/1 and No More Heroes 10/1 leading the way, 
along with the exciting Coral Cup winner Aux 
Ptits Soins 12/1, who could one day be the Gold 
Cup winner owner John Hales craves. 

Looking at the Champion Chase then, and Un 
De Sceaux 5/4 joins stablemates Faugheen 
and Douvan as a long range potential banker. 
All three of these won on that blockbuster of 
an opening day at the 2015 Festival, and how 
many punters will be putting them together in 
ante-post doubles and trebles this year? If you’re 
tempted, a £10 Trixie (3 doubles, 1 treble, stake 
£40) would return you £385 come March when 
they all do the business. Easy eh!?

Vautour 3/1 tops the market for the Ryanair 
Chase, but I doubt even Willie Mullins knows 
at this stage and if he did, he wouldn’t tell us 

Saphir Du Rheu – if his jumping improves he 
may have a live chance in the Gold Cup
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whether he heads for this race or the Gold Cup. 
Don Cossack 6/1 carried a big chunk of my cash 
last year when running with credit to finish third, 
and also went on to win impressively at Aintree, 
so he is given plenty of respect by the layers. 
Uxizandre 10/1 has the distinction of being AP 
McCoy’s last Festival winner, and it will be Barry 
Geraghty in the saddle this time if he attempts 
to defend his crown.

It’s hard to believe 
Annie Power has not 
yet got a Festival 
victory to her name, 
and she’s the current 
favourite for the 
Ladbrokes World 
Hurdle at 6/1. After 
the heartbreak of the final flight tumble in the 
2015 Mares Hurdle, there’d be no more popular 
winner that’s for sure. Don’t forget she was 
runner up in this race to More Of That 10/1 in 
2014 and it would be fascinating to see them go 
head-to-head again. 2015 winner Cole Harden 
10/1 will no doubt look to dominate from the 
front once more.

You would expect defending champ Coneygree 
6/1 to be favourite for the Gold Cup, but Vautour 

5/1 just shades him at the moment. I was 
interested to hear Sara Bradstock’s comments 
at the recent CTCRC club night that Ruby Walsh 
wouldn’t win a race on Coneygree, a little 
added incentive there for Mr Walsh to oust the 
incumbent if he ever got wind of those remarks! 
The two Gigginstown horses Don Cossack 
6/1 and Don Poli 7/1 are next in the betting, 
followed by last year’s runner up Djakadam 
14/1 and Saphir Du Rheu 16/1. The latter could 

represent value, as 
Paul Nicholls seemed 
to have sorted his 
jumping technique 
out at the back end 
of the season, and 
the odds could 

well tumble if he were to win the Hennessy at 
Newbury.

I hope this review has whetted your appetite for 
the forthcoming season, I’m excited just writing 
about all of these jumping stars, remember if 
you are tempted by an ante-post dabble, come 
and see me!

Adam Hurley, Ladbrokes Cheltenham 
Betting Shop Manager of the Year

It’s hard to believe Annie 
Power has not yet got a 

Festival victory to her name

Will 2016 be third time lucky for 
Annie Power at Cheltenham?
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Friend of the club Felix Francis 
has a new blockbuster novel 
released, you can catch the 
rave reviews

http://www.thebookbag.
co.uk/reviews/index.
php?title=Front_Runner_by_
Felix_Francis 

21 October Club Night

CTCRC club night with Henry Oliver, Tom Lacey, 
Ali Sterling & David Dennis. 

Chair Roger Hart.  8.00pm start.  Bring 
membership card. Worcester races 2.15pm

23 & 24 October Cheltenham Showcase 
meeting 

We are having a stand promoting club 
membership in the Centaur, if you would like 
to help us drum up new members please call 
Doug Miles on 07515 703058

31 October Nigel Twiston-Davies stable 
visit

TBC – another great club trip is lined up to visit 
Nigel Twiston-Davies’ yard, please contact Sarah 
Matthews on 07729847724 if you would like to 
go. £6.00 members, £10.00 non members

6 & 7 November Auteuil club trip

Call Peter Collier, 07802 228599 if you want to see 
16 races with at least 100,000 euro prize money

12 November Paddy Power preview night 

The line up for this increasingly popular event is 
taking shape with Olly Bell acting as chair and 
guests Tom Scudamore and Sam Twiston-Davies 

confirmed.  If you would like to assist during the 
evening please contact Doug  Miles.

12 November tipster competition

Make sure you have your tipster competition 
entries in by this date

13, 14 & 15 November Cheltenham Paddy 
Power meeting

HRH The Princess Royal opens the new 
Grandstand

18 November 
Club night

We have two 
inspirational 
guests for our 
club meeting in 
the shape of Guy 
Disney and Brian 
Toomey. 8.00pm 
start, Robert 
Cooper hosts.

Dates to confirm

Mark & Sara Bradstock stable visit, confirmed 
dates in November issue.

CTCRC November issue – 300th edition

Don’t miss next months magazine – a special 
edition to celebrate our 300th edition

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Guy Disney & Brian Toomey will be our 
November guests



12

The Victory Club was packed to the rafters 
for the Clubs first guest evening of the 
season as we were entertained by the 
successful Coneygree connections of Mark 
and Sara Bradstock, along with jockey Nico 
De Boinville and even Alan Waller, part 
owner of the Max Partnership who own 
Coneygree who came as a guest.

A late cancellation by anticipated chair Alastair 
Down, resulted in Tony Coleman ably stepping 
up to the plate with two hours notice to 
research his questions....didn’t he do well!

We opened the evening by learning Nico, 
despite the exotic name, wasn’t from some far 
flung isle but was born and bred in Hampshire. 
Riding before he could walk, Nico told us his 
early years were spent mainly in the saddle. 
As a nine year old in 1998 Nico won the junior 
section of the Pony Club dressage search for a 
champion award. Nico admitted the discipline 
of dressage being engrained at such a young 

age has helped him in being precise in his 
riding. Of his fellow jockey’s Nico is a big fan of 
Ruby Walsh. “If you watch Ruby he appears not 
to move, but he works a horse out very quickly, 
he’s pure class”.

Nico began race riding in 2008 when on a break 
from studies at Newcastle University. He rode for 
Richard Gibson in Chantilly. After riding a winner 
on the flat at Fontainbleau Nico had already 
decided he wasn’t going back to study. Nico 
acknowledged he had been superbly looked 
after by Nicky Henderson and said of all the 
people he had ridden for that “if you work hard 
and have the right attitude you will always do 
OK. You get nothing for nothing”.

We then learned that Sara had been involved 
in racing all her life and with Mark had been 
training for 30 years. She put their success down 
to hard work and good luck. With only twenty 
horses in training Sara advised that none of their 
horses cost more than £20,000 in contrast to the 

SEPTEMBER
CLUB NIGHT Coneygree in full flight on his way to 

victory at Kempton on Boxing Day 2014
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big yards who have as many as 100 hoses that 
cost upwards of £100,000. Mark’s view on this 
equation is that if you have too many horses you 
lose touch. He argued that having twenty was 
also too few...”we haven’t been on holiday in six 
years, to make it pay you need at least forty in 
the yard.”

Tony asked Mark if winning the Gold Cup had 
caused the phone to ring? “Absolutely nothing 
at all, we’ve had no new owners through the 
door, but we’ll keep banging the drum. We tend 
to buy unbroken horses and it takes time to 
bring them to fruition. If asked by an owner, can 

you find me a Coneygree we are sometimes too 
honest as we will tell them we can’t....honesty 
doesn’t always pay! However, if an owner came 
and asked us to spend £250,000 to find a good 
horse we would be delighted”.

Sara touched on a theme we have heard a 
lot of recently in respect of finding good staff, 
Home Office restrictions on foreign workers and 
the nature of the work and long hours mean 
recruiting good staff is a challenge. Sara says 
they would never put a horse on a walker, but 
this results in having to ensure each horse gets 
the training they require.

Of their experience in racing Mark highlighted 
Fulke Walwyn as a magical man to work for...the 
best. Mark started out as a stable lad then ended 
up as Fulke’s assistant. One particular highlight 
was to ride a winner for The Queen Mother, 
when asked what The Queen Mother had to say 
to him after winning he quipped she said “they 
must have been very good horses”.

They don’t know which 
end bites and which  

end kicks

Smiles all round for Nico and Mark
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Mark suggested Special Cargo winning the 
Whitbread Gold Cup was very special, especially 
as the horse had very fragile tendons.

Sara’s memories riding for David Elsworth were 
that he could have been champion trainer for 
years, but that would have required him to be 
nice to people. He was sharp with the media, 
but this is something Sara sympathised with 
saying “There’s plenty 
of racing media that if 
they came within ten 
yards of me they’d 
get a broken bone!”

Nico mentioned the 
training jockeys now 
get when handling 
the media is very useful and Alan Waller was 
roundly applauded when suggesting the TV 
coverage desisted in interviewing the jockeys 
a second after a race is over, arguing it’s the 
owners right to hear the briefing of a jockey 
before the tv audiences do.

Of some commentators Sara followed up saying 
“too many are failed punters, they try and tell us 
what we should or should not be doing. They 

think they have a right to make a judgement 
when they don’t have a clue on what they’re 
talking about. Sometimes they don’t know 
which end bites and which end kicks!” 

The interval afforded many the opportunity of a 
chat directly with our guests and a photograph 
with the Gold Cup. The club raffle was well 
supported and Jonathan Garratt, Managing 

Director of Cartmel 
racecourse, won 
the signed portrait 
of the winning 
jockeys of the 
Championship 
races from this 
years Cheltenham 

Festival. The fundraiser raised over £2,000, thank 
you to all who supported this effort.

The second half began with Alan Waller 
sharing his experience as one of the co owners 
of Coneygree with the Max Partnership. His 
association with the Bradstock’s goes back 
twenty five years. He said their involvement has 
always been for fun. The Plaid Maid story has 
been documented in this magazine previously 

as she had Carruthers, Coneygree and 
the more recent exciting prospect 
Flintham.

Aidan Coleman told Alan after the 
win in the Feltham – The Kauto Star 
novice chase on Boxing Day, that 
he was in possession of a horse that 
could win the Gold Cup. Hindsight 
is a great thing but on that day 
commentators said Coneygree won 
the race because it had fallen apart. 
This aspect has been the picture in 
his races, he sets such a searching 
gallop that his opponents crack 
under the relentless pace. He won 
the Feltham by forty lengths, the 
Denman Chase by seven lengths and 

Alan Waller is counting 
down the sleepless nights 

to see lightning strike twice

Rosemarie Davies strikes a lovely 
pose with the Gold Cup
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On His Own, who came fifth in the Gold Cup 
was twenty four lengths in arrears.

After the Feltham Sara & Mark felt sure the Gold 
Cup was the race to go for, after all, the RSA 
was filled with hugely exciting prospects and 
looked at least the equal to the Gold Cup with 
the likes of Don Poli, Southfield Theatre and 
Kings Palace taking their chance. The split times 
of the Feltham suggested Coneygree may have 
had the winning of the King George and the 
fact Silvinaco Conti was a 3/1 Gold Cup favourite 
on the back of never winning at Cheltenham 
helped make up their mind.

“What I remember of the day is almost 
nothing” was Mark’s recollection so Sara 
picked up the story.

The rain that fell on the Thursday afternoon put 
just enough juice in the ground and the plan 
for Nico was to bounce out of the gate and 
get him into a nice rhythm. Nico suggested he 
jumped so well he was taking lengths out of his 
opponents at each fence. Sara mentioned that 
90% of their horses tend to be front runners 
“we make them happy to run as settled as they 

can for the whole race. Ruby wouldn’t win on 
Coneygree as he would want to conserve his 
energy. But he isn’t a blue blooded horse, he’s 
just a happy horse who wants to run.”

2015-16 plans for Coneygree are a tilt at the 
Hennessy, Haydock being too tight a track, but 
he will relish the galloping track at Newbury. He 
may go for the King George then it’s back to 
Cheltenham to defend his crown. Be warned....
he has grown again over the summer so 
maybe you should all take the 8/1 available on 
keeping the flag flying for the David’s among 
the Goliath’s. Alan Waller is counting down the 
sleepless nights to see lightning strike twice.

The Club were delighted to be invited by Sara 
& Mark to a stable visit during the season to see 
their team, watch out for further details in next 
months club magazine.

Were Coneygree to retain his crown the CTCRC 
members in attendance would all cheer a result 
for some hugely underrated people in the form 
of Mark, Sara and Nico.

Steve Ennis

Flintham – returned to training in August and carries great hopes for the season ahead
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The first club trip of the 2015-16 season 
saw around thirty club members make 
the trip to Venetia Williams’ yard on 
September 26.

The stunning location at Kings Caple, near 
Ross-On-Wye was matched by a glorious 
autumn day bathed in warm sunshine. We had 
the chance to watch first lot on the five furlong 
woodchip gallops, the steady incline providing 
testament to why Venetia’s horses are famed 
for their fitness. Venetia advised that she plans 
to campaign the forthcoming season with a full 
yard of around 100 horses. We enjoyed lovely 
hospitality, it was also striking how many of 
Venetia’s team have worked with her for 15 years 
or more – no problems here with staffing and 
the vibe for the whole yard was one of a happy 
team going about their business with a quiet 
confidence for the season ahead.

Over tea and cakes we were introduced to a 
new venture for Venetia as she planned to have 

a syndicate for Coudefoudre, a grey gelding 
born in 2012.

This handsome gelding is a son of the very 
successful stallion, Martaline, who sired two 
Cheltenham Festival championship winners in 
2014, and again in 2015 when Dynaste won the 
Ryanair Chase. He comes from a good French 
jumping family and is the second foal from 
his dam, Chamoss World, a half sister to the 
dam of Southfield Theatre, a Graded winner 
and second in the 2015 RSA Chase. Venetia 
advised that Coudefoudre is 16hh, shows a 
good action and has a bold attitude which 
will stand him in good stead when faced with 
the challenges of National Hunt racing. He 
will begin his career in a NH Flat race before a 
debut over hurdles. As a five or six year old he 
will progress to steeplechasing. Coudefoudre 
looks an exciting prospect.

 
 

VENETIA WILLIAMS
STABLE VISIT A day sent from heaven included watching first 

lot led by our own Liam Treadwell and a rapt 
audience hanging on Venetia’s every word on 
the gallops
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Syndicate Ownership includes :

· All the privileges of private ownership without 
associated costs.

· A one off initial payment, no hidden expenses.

· A social form of ownership – the opportunity to 
meet other syndicate owners at race meetings, 
stable visits and events.

· Regular updates about your horse – details of 
his training, photographs, information on entries 
and declarations.

· Regular stable visits – see your horse on the 
gallops.

· Owners badges and privileges at race 
meetings.

· Entry to paddock and winners enclosure at race 
meetings.

· Information about horseracing – learn about 
the racing industry, anything from how to read 
the racecard to veterinary matters.

· Share of all prize money and sale proceeds at 
the end of the syndicate.

20 shares are available in Coudefoudre @ £5,250 
per share + VAT (reclaimable) for a two season 
syndicate. 

Venetia emphasised that she is really keen to 
encourage people who are new to racehorse 
ownership, or possibly to racing, to join this 
syndicate. Although the majority of syndicate 
owners will probably be racing enthusiasts, she 
wants to ensure that newcomers are made to 
feel welcome and get as much out of ownership 
as possible. Venetia believes that feeling 
included and being knowledgeable about 
the sport is key and an important part of her 
syndicate will be to keep all members informed 
about all aspects of horse racing, this could be 
anything from understanding the racecard, or 
how to unfathom the handicapping system to 

learning about veterinary matters.

Also, in addition to stable visits and going to 
race meetings, Venetia will be organising other 
events for owners. One of which will be a 
private tour of Cheltenham racecourse to allow 
members to see behind the scenes, walk the 
course, go into the weighing room, this will be 
followed by lunch. Another will be a trip to a 
stud farm and other ideas are being considered 
to make the ownership experience memorable.

It’s this involvement in racing that Venetia wants 
to promote as she believes there’s so much 
more to ownership than just ‘going to the races’. 

Venetia has asked that if any club members 
would like further information about this 
syndicate they should get in touch on the 
numbers below 01432 840646.

If syndicate ownership proves as enjoyable as 
our morning spent at the yard then this looks 
like a venture well worth getting involved in.

Venetia Williams 
Aramstone, Kings Caple, Herefordshire, 
HR1 4TU 
Tel:- 01432 840646 
Mob:- Christina 07799 668439 
email: christina@venetiawilliams.com

Coudefoudre – an exciting prospect who you can 
be involved with
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JOHN HALES
COLUMN

I have just come back from Market Rasen 
to see Valco De Touzaine run in the feature 
race on Saturday.

On the way my wife and I stopped at Arena UK 
near Grantham to see one of our show jumpers 
in the six year old class. Out of seventy entries 
she finished a very credible fourth and we 
planned to go back in the evening from Market 
Rasen to see our stallion Aristio in the Grand 
Prix. It was a beautiful day at Market Rasen and 
the good ground conditions were in our favour. 
So when everything is right for the horse to 
produce a good performance the opposite 
happened. Valco went off in the front at a two 
mile pace in a 2.5 mile race And opened up a 
fifteen length lead. Ridden by Sam Twiston-
Davies who said afterwards they he could not 
hold him the inevitable happened and the 
horse had nothing left coming into the final 
bend and subsequently finished a disappointing 

sixth. So back to Arena UK to see Aristio in the 
Grand Prix ridden by Anthony Condon who 
recently with Aristio made their debuts for 
Ireland in the Nations Cup in Gijon Spain.

Aristio was bred by my daughter and is the 
son of Arko 111 who represented Great Britain 
in the Olympic Games in Athens and became 
number one in the world. A great performance 
saved the day and Aristio finished second out 
of seventy five starters winning his biggest prize 
to date £16,000. At nine years of age he has a 
great future ahead of him so fingers crossed. He 
was only beaten by an ex World Champion in 
Dermot Lennon.

Back to racing and Aux Ptits Soins has had a 
number of problems from which he has fully 
recovered and now in training. Paul Nicholls 
may start him in a hurdle race at Ascot before he 
embarks on his chasing career. Only last week 

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

Aristio – a super show jumper with an exciting 
career ahead of him
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did the final problem clear up when he had an 
infected tooth removed following a cyst being 
removed that was causing a discharge from his 
nasal system. He has not had a good summer 
let’s hope his luck changes in racing during 
the season. A new 
horse Politilogue will 
go to Paul Nicholls 
this week and is 
currently working 
away on a water 
treadmill at Claire 
Dyson’s. He came 
over from France in 
June and developed 
a discharge from his 
eye. Despite the vets giving him antibiotics it did 
not get any better. We eventually sent him to a 
veterinary eye specialist and after tests he was 
found to have parasites in his eye. I had never 
heard of this before but a change of treatment 
has cured the problem and the exercise on a 
water treadmill has improved his fitness to a 
level that he should be able to go cantering 
straightaway when he arrives at Paul’s. This is 
a very talented horse having won at Auteuil in 
June so let’s hope he gets off to a good start 
which will be a season of novice hurdling.

The other horses are now well into their training 
and I am hoping Rob Robin will start to fulfil his 
potential having had an operation to cure the 
bleeding problems he encountered last season. 
Unioniste is being prepared for the Becher chase 

in December to give 
him some experience 
over the National 
fences. He is likely to 
have more races this 
season than last with 
the Grand National 
being the main target. 
Al Ferof who is now 
with Dan Skelton is 
being aimed at the 

Peterborough chase after which the target will 
be The King George on Boxing Day. He is also 
at Claire Dyson’s at the moment strengthening 
up on the water treadmill and is due back at 
Dan Skelton within two weeks. Ibis Du Rheu 
I hope will have strengthened up from last 
season and also fulfil his potential. Be Daring will 
also progress to novice hurdling having come 
second in a bumper last season in his only start 
to date. I hope we now have the luck to get all of 
the horses to the race track in what promises to 
be a very interesting season.

John Hales

A great performance 
saved the day and Aristio 

finished second out of 
seventy five starters

There is so much to look forward to with the likes of Unioniste, Aux Ptits Soins and Ibis De Rheu all now in full training
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Autumn is well and truly with us. Wonderful 
colours and crisp mornings, dark and foggy 
starts and horses working well.

September is always known as a 
dangerous month as it is the month when 
we ramp up the horses work load and it is 
the month when the first sign of problems 
appear. Warm legs, stretched muscles, yes 
like running a football or rugby team, we 
might start with a full quota but we lose 
team members on the way. That is behind 
us and now it is October and the winter 
racing starts in earnest.

Our winter season started a couple of 
weeks ago with a second at Warwick and 
then we set sail up north to my favourite 
racecourse Perth where we had a couple 
of winners. If you have never been to 
Perth, don’t die before you go!

Perth is how every racecourse should be 

run, fun, good racing and unbelievably 
friendly locals. You arrive and no sooner 
than you are parked you enter the 
racecourse, as an owner, part owner or 
trainer, there is a welcoming choice of red 
or white wine on a tray waiting for you to 
start off the festivities. How can you fail 
to be impressed by that sort of welcome. 
Minor details, yes, but they leave a big 
impression.

I have been going to Perth for 27 years. 
Why, because one of my best mates 
Sam Morshead went there as clerk of the 
course; so we southern trainers went up 
there to support him.

Sam took over a pretty mundane 
racecourse which was sitting quietly, and 
probably happily, in the last century. That 
was not good enough for Sam and over 
those 27 years he built up a wonderful 

relationship with trainers, sponsors, 
Chairman David Whitaker and 
locals alike. The racecourse has 
grown in so many ways. More 
fixtures , new grandstands, smarter 
paddock and plenty of fun. Yes 
what Sam has achieved has been 
fantastic.

Sadly his reign has come to an end 

KIM BAILEY
COLUMN

My mates Nigel Twiston-Davies and Sam Morshead all worked 
together for Fred Rimell
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and that was the reason for me sending 
a couple of runners there for his last 
meeting.

Sam, who has not been at all well over 
the last few months, has had it tough as 
his wife Sue died 
only recently, but 
Sam putting on 
the bravest face 
made all our two 
day visit one very 
special time.

Nigel Twiston 
Davies and I used to share a house with 
Sam in the days when we all worked for 
Fred Rimell. Sam was stable jockey, Nigel 
amateur jockey and I was assistant. Wow 
did we have some fun and most of our 
memories were of things that certainly 
should not be talked about, the sort of 
stories that only appear after one too 
many?

Nigel and I were always going to be there 
for Sam’s last day in charge and it was a 
very special moment for all three of us. 

Sam spoke to say thank you and we all had 
tears popping out of our eyes. What a man 
and how he will be missed at Perth. Being 
there with Sam was like a closing chapter 
of a book. Sam’s tenure might have 
finished but Perth which now has a new 

stable block and 
a new staff hotel, 
has a lasting 
legacy of his hard 
work. Perth will 
go from strength 
to strength under 
the new team 

and we will be back there in April to drink 
with Sam and recall a few old stories, those 
that are not for your ears or eyes!

To finish, talking strength to strength I bet 
you cant wait to see the new grand stand 
at Cheltenham, I had a preview a couple of 
weeks ago and it is fantastic.

Kim Bailey

Kim Bailey Racing Ltd, Thorndale Farm, 
Andoversford, Cheltenham, Glos. GL54 4LL 
T: 01242 890241 F: 01242 890193 M: 07831 416859 
www.kimbaileyracing.com 

Perth is how every 
racecourse should be 

run, fun, good racing and 
unbelievably  friendly locals

Perth Racecourse – add it to your 
bucket list of places to visit
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LIAM 
TREADWELL
COLUMN

October arrived and with it came the first 
winner of Liam’s season aboard Bayley’s 
Dream at Warwick for Paul Webber.

Somebody knew a thing or two about the 
horses chance as he was backed from 16/1 
to 6/1, the neck victory providing a nervy 
few moments for his supporters.

Our monthly rendezvous at our local 
watering hole gave me the chance to learn 
about eight horses Liam has given us as 
horses to follow from the respective yards 
he rides for.

Far From Defeat was Liam’s first offering. 
Pulled up in his first run of the season, he will 
come on for that and is noted as being twice 
the size he was last year. I had to check who 
I was riding when I got on him at Michael 
Scudamore’s, I couldn’t believe how he had 
grown. he ran in bumpers and point to points 
last season. He’s schooled over hurdles very 
well and should find a winning opportunity 
fairly soon.

Widgham Wood is an unraced three year old 
for Michael. He’s going to go novice hurdling an 
on the gallops is brim full of energy. He bucks 
and kicks whenever he sees the gallops and 
loves his work. He’s quite green, has bags of 
pace and could be anything.

Of Paul Webber’s horses I’m really looking 
forward to riding Breath Of Blighty, who has 
joined Paul from Tom Lacey’s yard. I rode him at 
Tom’s last season and he ran in three point to 
points. He’s grown over the summer, he really 
knows his job already and as a four year old he 
will head for a bumper opportunity fairly soon, 
be sure to catch him early.

There are two that I like at James Evans’ yard. The 
first is Noble Leader a point to point winner in 
Ireland. He’s a lovely big strapping horse who 
oozes class, he really looks the part and is the 
standout horse on looks within the yard. He’s 
affectionately known as Nobby and I can’t wait 
to get going on him.

The second is Prince Of Steel, in contrast to 
the big and rangy Noble leader, Prince Of Steel is 
short and compact. James showed me a video 
of him in a point to point in Ireland, he dropped 
in through the race and when asked he turned 
on the after burners in decisive style. To date 
James’ biggest issue has been to keep a lid on 
the horse, he has yet to run under rules, but is 
one who excites me about his prospects.

As your club members who came to the yard 
visit will have observed, there’s an abundance of 
lovely new horses that we’re looking forward to 
racing at Venetia’s yard.

The one to catch my eye is a grey four year 
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old Venetia has bought from France, Une 
Prophete. He moves beautifully and has a real 
aura about him. There’s plenty of work still to 
do with him, which is the case for most in the 
yard. The season is a long six or seven months, 
but come November you’ll start to see Venetia’s 
horses hit peak fitness.

When you came to the yard, you saw me 
riding another grey, Vic De Touzaine. He’s 
another French out of Dom Alco, is 6 years old 
and should find the winners enclosure during 
the season.

My final selection is another of Venetia’s called 
Marchelaic, at least I hope that’s how it is spelt. 
He had last season off with injury but is now 
100% recovered. The year off has done him 
the world of good and he is one of the biggest 
horses in the yard. He will go novice chasing and 

has a great deal of scope.

If I may be permitted one final pick, can I offer 
up Aso. I have a real soft spot for him. He had 
a cracking season last year with three wins, in 
hindsight, by the spring he was probably over 
cooked so the summer break will have done him 
the world of good. He always works brilliantly 
and hasn’t quite reproduced what he show on 
the gallops, on the track. Hopefully this season 
he can really fulfil his obvious potential.

Liam Treadwell

Aso – not one of my eight picks, 
but the horse I’m really fond of
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So here it is, after nineteen months of me 
banging on in the column about what 
is going on at Prestbury Park, the final 
piece of the jigsaw that is the £45 million 
redevelopment of Cheltenham Racecourse 
is to be completed and unveiled on Friday 
November 13, the first day of The Open.

I am not entirely sure what I am going to speak 
about in my column in the future but I am sure 
that I can come up with something!

Let’s hope the opening on Friday the 13th is 
lucky for us. For this memorable day, HRH The 
Princess Royal will open the stand and from then 
on racegoers will be able to use the facility.

However, those of you coming to The Showcase 

will have a sneak preview as some areas will be 
in use. The bar on the ground floor, named the 
Vestey Bar after Lord Vestey who was Chairman 
here for 21 years, the Annual Members bar 
(which I am sure that many of you will be using), 
the Cotswolds Club and the owners and trainers 
bar will all be in operation. As I write, two and 
a half weeks before the meeting some of the 
floors are complete and others need a bit of 
work to get done. However, I have learnt that it 
is amazing what builders can do in short spaces 
of time.

One thing that a lot of people are not that aware 
of yet is the completion of the crescent walkway 
that connects that stand to the See You Then 
terrace and then has steps at the end of it by 

SOPHIA DALE 
COLUMN

The New Stand will be opened on 
November 13 by HRH The Princess Royal
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the Betfred shop at the top of the paddock. This 
walkway will be where three of the statues are 
based, Golden Miller, Arkle and Dawn Run with 
Best Mate in the same spot as last season. The 
walkway also has steps overlooking the Winners 
Enclosure so that 
two levels can watch 
the Gold Cup winner 
come in on Friday 18 
March next year.

By the time we get 
to The Open the 
grandstand will be in 
use and the project will be complete. It shall be 
strange to put away my hard hat and high-vis 
jacket which I have become rather attached 
to over the months. I know those of us closely 
involved in the project will be super excited to 

show it off to the public, 
plus also a little sad that 
such an amazing thing to 
be involved in is over. We 
shall have to stop being 
builders and start running a 
racecourse again.

Sophia Dale

Dates for the season

Friday 23 & Saturday 24 
October – The Showcase

Thursday 12 November – Season Preview in The 
Centaur

Friday 13, Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 November 
– The Open

Friday 11, Saturday 
12 December – The 
International

Friday 1 January – New 
Year’s Day

Saturday 30 January – 
Festival Trials Day

Tuesday 15, Wednesday 16, Thursday 17, Friday 
18 March – The Festival

www.cheltenham.co.uk

Let’s hope the opening 
on Friday the 13th is 

lucky for us

The view of the new stand from the rear

The new members bar, plenty 
of space for everyone
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JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

With big, wildly successful owners such as 
JP McManus and Derek and Gay Smith, it 
is sometimes easy to overlook the smaller 
owners with just a horse or two.

Last season, Mark Dunphy brought his horses to 
us from Ireland. Steps And Stairs is a big chasing 
type, by Robin Des Pres and has a lovely nature, 
Stand Aside was thicker set and handsome, and 
has recently left to go point-to-pointing. Mr 
Dunphy patiently waited a few months, with a 
few enticing placing’s when ‘Steppy’ finished 
second at Worcester and Uttoxeter. Back in 
August, Steppy carried his orange and black 
starred colours to Mr Dunphy’s first ever victory, 
under Daryl Jacob. When Steppy passed the 
line in front, I charged up to meet Daryl. He was 
delighted and we both revelled in Mr Dunphy’s 
genuine delight – punching the air and hollering. 
I got a kiss – in fact, everyone did – but Steppy 
got the most kisses. 
There was much 
celebrating in the 
winner’s enclosure 
and it felt a much 
bigger winner than 
a handicap hurdle at 
Southwell. Sometimes, 
this job is not just 
about big winners – for Mr Dunphy it was just as 
unforgettable as a Gold Cup.

During the summer months, a lot of 
maintenance occurs, particularly with the gallops. 
The ‘short’ gallop was resurfaced in September 

2013 and the woodchip gallop at our satellite 
yard was replaced last October. Back over at 
Jackdaws Castle, the circular and ‘long’ gallops 
were finished at the start of September. I am 
not knowledgeable on the technicalities of 
surfaces but both now resemble the golden 
sands of a popular holiday resort. The circular 
gallop is much improved to the former rubber 
surface, which waterlogged and was often too 
boggy to use. We got used to the busy activity 
of the workmen – the bright yellow diggers and 
dumper trucks toiling like massive mechanical 
ants. The articulated lorries came and went, 
leaving mountains of surface behind, and this 
was ultimately spread over the tarmac underlay. 
I rode up it again for the first time on Dursey 
Sound and he certainly loved it, but that could 
have been because he had had two days off!

On August Bank Holiday, Bara Ponická and I 
undertook the mammoth 
trek to Cartmel. I had not 
been there for a couple of 
years, so it was a joy to return. 
The atmosphere is fantastic 
for such a little track. There 
is a funfair; thus, intermittent 
excited screams and blasts 
of music puncture the 

usual racing sounds of tannoy, cheering and 
thundering hoof beats. I had near heart failure 
driving through the village – and that is all it is, 
not even a small town. The streets are so narrow, 
the buildings ominously close and race-goers 
just did not care about the lorry crawling 

For Mr Dunphy it was 
just as unforgettable 

as a Gold Cup
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through – let alone the panic-stricken driver.

Bara had a day to remember when leading up 
two winners. Highpower, who is nicknamed HP, 
won over hurdles first. Bara had been riding him 
at home and told Richard Johnson that she had 
fallen off him the day before. With a grin, the 
jockey answered, “He’s well then.” Bara then led 
up Dreamsoftheatre, who won a chase. She looks 
after and rides Dreamy at 
home – and was beaming, 
giving the photographer a 
thumbs up and huge grin.

My sole lead up was my 
beloved Dursey Sound. He 
might not have won but 
finished third and I felt he 
had run so much better than previous runs. Tom 
Scudamore looked after my boy and I felt so 
happy with Dursey’s performance. He was the 
only also-run on the lorry but he was still worth 
bringing home! Accompanying our equine cargo 
were the owner and trainer prizes for both races, 

which contained a lot of famous Cartmel sticky 
toffee pudding, a huge hamper, mugs, umbrellas 
and craft beers called The Chaser. It made the 
small sticky toffee pudding I had brought for £3 
seem rather miserly in comparison.

I will not dwell, but the journey back was hellish. 
It was not race traffic as we left just as the last 
race was finishing. It was simply the sheer 

volume of people leaving 
the Lake District after a bank 
holiday weekend – main 
roads and motorway were 
both chocker. A journey that 
took four and a half hours 
that morning (be it an early 
start at 6.15), took an evil six 

and a half hours, which included my forty-five 
minute tachograph break. We pulled into the 
main gates at 12.15 midnight, the buzz of lovely 
Cartmel feeling far away.

The list of horses I look after has depleted by 
one when Less Time was sold at the DBS sales in 
Doncaster, on September 3. He went for £4500, 
and Amuse Me and Bandit Country were also 
sold up there. It is always sad when horses go to 
the sales and I will miss him for his sweet nature, 
but it is a part of looking after racehorses and 
something us grooms get used to.

Every Monday, the dustbin and recycling truck 
empties the hostel and office rubbish. The 
line of large wheelie bins and recycling bins 
takes some time to empty. The worst part is 
the chinking of the glass bottles falling into the 
truck. The string usually cuts out the back half 
of the indoor school as the cascade of tumbling 
glass is seemingly endless. The horses mess 
around at the noise. We were trotting round like 
this and suddenly Dursey Sound jammed on 
and whipped round. Before I knew what had 
happened, I did a roly-poly off him and was lying 
in the dirt. Dursey pranced off, earning a few 
expletives off Paddy Cowley, who was on a fresh 

Daryl Jacob, Mark Dunphy, Stand Aside and I 
celebrate a win

Mr Mould was 
always polite and a 

real gentleman
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and difficult Beg To Differ. I was legged back on, 
thinking 2015-16 Season so far: Dursey 1 v 0 Jo.

Dursey only had to wait a couple of weeks for 
redemption. On September 22 at Warwick, 
Dursey won after fifteen months of losing. It 
was the “feature chase” of the day and Richard 
Johnson gave Dursey a patient, stalking ride – 
swooping late and taking victory whilst I was 
simultaneously yelling and praying that he would 
jump the last. He flew it (for him) and stayed on 
to win by half a length. I charged up to meet 
them and practically hugged horse and jockey. 
I told Dursey he was an utter superstar and, 
with pricked ears and sparkly eyes, he was also 
definitely a little shocked he had won again.

Some days do not go according to plan. Gabriela 
Gacova and I took three runners to Stratford: Top 
Spin, Don Padeja and Presence Felt. The weather 
was far from sunny, more monsoon and grey. 
We had finished plaiting and shining their coats, 
voicing our doubts about the ground conditions 
being ideal. As we were readying Top Spin with 
bridle and paddock sheets, the boss called 
saying he might not run him, but to pull out as 
normal. So we did and got absolutely soaked as 
the rain heaved. It is only a short walk to the pre-

parade but 
we looked 
drowned, 
hair dripping 
and rivulets 
running 
down our 
coats. As we 
all sheltered 
in a saddling 
box, Gabriela 
got the call 
to say Top 
Spin was not 
running and 
neither were 
the other 

two. Grumbling, sodden but also slightly relieved, 
we loaded up the horses and left. Only at home, 
I had the horrific realisation that I had forgotten 
to pick up the colour bag. In a panicked text to 
Richie McLernon, I admitted my mistake and he 
answered, “leave it to me”. I finished cleaning out 
the lorry, in which time Richie had rang, saying 
Sam Twiston-Davies was bringing the colours 
back and would meet me at the top gates in fifty 
minutes. I got further text messages from Andrea 
Kelly, head travelling girl to Tim Vaughan, saying 
she had picked up my bag of sweat-sheets from 
the saddling boxes. Sam met me at the gates, 
triumphantly handing me over the colour bag. I 
hugged him, saying he was a lifesaver. At 6.30pm, 
I met Andrea at the BP garage in Ashchurch, near 
junction nine of the M5 and got the other bag 
back. I am so grateful to Richie, Sam and Andrea 
for helping me and was a lovely portrayal of how 
everyone in racing looks out for one another.

I was deeply saddened to hear of owner 
Raymond Mould’s death. When I worked for 
Nigel Twiston-Davies, I looked after his Patman 
Du Charmil and Dark Corner. Patman gave me 
my first winner for the stables and I will never 
forget feeling so proud to lead up such famous 
colours. Mr Mould was always polite and a real 
gentleman, enquiring after his horses with real 
interest. Having known Binderee in his later years 
and riding him out on retirement, I was mainly 
there when Pigeon Island won at the Festival, 
giving Mr Mould a Grand Annual winner in his 
colours. He loved runners at Cheltenham and his 
horses always became regulars there. 

Yet, it was at the end of Patman’s six year career 
that I said a big thank you to Mr Mould. He gifted 
me Patman and I will never be able thank him 
enough for a gift that will never be rivalled.

Jo Collinson

Raymond Mould celebrates 
winning the Grand Annual with 
Pigeon Island
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Peter Collier 
Vice Chairman  
johncollierbuttons@hotmail.com  
07802 228599

Judith Woolliams 
Secretary  
7, St Mary’s Road, Cirencester, Glos, GL7 1AW 
jwoolliams@sky.com  
01285 659023

Colin Nelson 
Treasurer  
87, Roman Hackle Avenue,  
Cheltenham, Glos, GL50 4ST 
cn005a2768@blueyonder.co.uk  
01242 578634

Sarah Matthews 
Stable visit organiser  
ctcrcstablevisits@gmail.com 
07729 847724

Steve Ennis 
Magazine Editor 
07767 228866 
steve.ennis1@btinternet.com 
kate.ennis@tiscali.co.uk 

Phil Bradley 
01242 820596 

David Bishop 
Membership Secretary 
bishopdjk@aol.com 
01451 821216

Rosemarie Davies  
rosemarietyhee@hotmail.com

Antonia Lord 
01386 833385  
antonia.lord@uwclub.net 

Mike Lawrence 
07739 223248  
mike_lawrence@sky.com

Magazine designed by Ian Scovell

Club officers – Names & addresses:
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21 October 2015 
CTCRC club night with Henry Oliver, Tom Lacey, Ali Sterling and David Dennis. Bring your 
membership cards.

23 & 24 October 2015 
Cheltenham Showcase meeting

31 October 2015 
Nigel Twiston-Davies stable visit: Contact Sarah Matthews on 07729 847724 if you would like 
to go. £6.00 members, £10.00 non members

6 & 7 November 2015 
Auteuil club trip, call Peter Collier, 07802 228599 if you want to go.

12 November 2015 
Paddy Power preview night at The Centaur – free for members. Bring your membership cards.

12 November 2015 
Make sure you have entered the 2015-16 tipster competition

13, 14 & 15 November 2015 
Cheltenham Paddy Power meeting - HRH The Princess Royal opens the new Grandstand

18 November 2015 
CTCRC club night, guests Guy Disney and Brian Toomey. 8.00pm start. Bring your  
membership cards.

18 November 2015 
CTCRC Club magazine 300th edition

Dates to be confirmed 
Mark & Sara Bradstock stable visit, confirmed dates in November issue.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


