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So the day has arrived and magazine 
edition number 300 is in your hand, or 
maybe the PC screen in front of you.

I began my exploration into the history of 
our club newsletter and learned from our 
previous editor Phil Whitehouse that he has 
copies going back to November 1986. My 
understanding then was all members received 
their newsletter in the post as nobody had a 
computer!

It is a marvellous tribute to you all that the club 
goes from strength to strength. We attracted 
twenty more new members in the last month 
alone, thank you to all who supported our 
stand promoting the club at the recent 
Showcase meeting and a special welcome if 
you are a new member.

If you turn the page you will see a copy of the 
front cover of our 150th edition to reminisce 
over, and a letter from Buckingham Palace 
sending best wishes to our club on achieving 
this milestone. It is through your support that 
we are able to attract top guests to our club 
nights, this month being another example as 
we look forward to meeting Guy Disney and 
Brian Toomey on November 18. We also have 
more special guests in the magazine, with Tom 
Segal contributing an interview as our special 
guest this month on pages 6-8.

47 club members enjoyed another stable visit 
in recent weeks with the trip to Nigel Twiston-
Davies’ yard and we’re looking forward to 
visiting the yard of Gold Cup winner Coneygree 
on November 21.

The variety of activity that can be enjoyed with 
membership of the Club prompts me nicely to 
remind all members that membership renewal 

for 2016 is around the corner. You can complete 
an application online via the club website or by 
filling in the form enclosed if you receive the 
magazine in print. 

We encourage all members to think of giving a 
friend membership for 2016 as a perfect gift for 
Christmas.

There is still time to enter the tipster 
competition, which begins on the first day of 
the forthcoming Paddy Power weekend. The 
tipster competition is kindly sponsored by 
Ladbrokes and Tony Coleman has advised that 
he has no intention of losing his Champion’s 
crown, so do make an entry to see if you can 
win. Liam Treadwell has joined in the spirit on 
pages 22 and 23 by offering his eight picks for 
the season.

We look forward to the excitement of 
the month ahead and finish by offering 
very special get well wishes to our regular 
columnist John Hales who is recovering after 
a recent operation. John insists he will be at 
Cheltenham this month, so when you see him, 
do send him your very best wishes.

To John and you all

Enjoy the racing

Steve Ennis 
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TOM SEGAL
GUEST COLUMN
With 21 years providing the nation with 
insights into beating the bookies we 
thought it was high time we caught up 
with the scourge of the bookmakers, 
Pricewise himself, Tom Segal. Here’s a 
little insight into some of the things CTCRC 
learned in recent conversation.

I wonder what the young Tom Segal told 
his careers teacher he wanted to do?

I can’t remember exactly but it certainly 
wasn’t a career in racing. In terms of planning 
my career that just didn’t happen, I did an 
economics degree at 
Cardiff University and was 
looking for something 
to do afterwards. I grew 
up a stones’ throw from 
Sandown racecourse which 
is where my passion for 
racing began. Over time I 
had begun to know a few 
people at Goodwood and 
Sandown. A friend of a friend who worked for 
Raceform told me there was an opportunity 
with them at Wellingborough and I got a job as 
a data in-putter, providing information services 
on form and statistics collation.

That led to me writing to the fledgling Racing 
Post twenty plus years ago and I transferred to 

them. My big break came when Emily Webber 
asked me to do a few Spotlight shifts which 
gave me my first opportunity to provide tipping 
information. It must have gone well as fairly 
soon after Mel Collier, who was my predecessor 
as Pricewise, left the Racing Post to become a 
private tipster and I was offered the job.

Where did your passion for racing develop?

I loved going racing, especially to Sandown as 
mentioned but I also have a passion for most 
sports, especially football, the American NFL, 
cycling and golf.

How has the role of Pricewise developed 
over the years?

Technology has really changed the goalposts 
when it comes to trying to find an edge on a 
race. Satellite TV means everyone can watch 
everything. Punters can study a race from every 
angle, but so too can the bookies. I should also 
point out a misconception many people have 
about the Pricewise column, the bookmakers 
tell me which race they’re prepared to price up, 
not the other way around. These tend to be the 
high profile races that are taking place so I’ve 

learned to concentrate 
my efforts on the top 
rank racing - I’d not be 
very good on advising 
a bet on a grade four 
novice race at Towcester 
or Ludlow.

By having a fairly narrow 
range of horses to 
study I’ve developed an 

approach that seems to help me.

What advice would you give CTCRC 
members when paying attention to form 
that many people may overlook?

To me the most important factor when looking 
at form is the jockey booking. Many people get 

fixated over the trip, but to me, this is highly 
misleading, especially in National Hunt racing. 
What is important is the rhythm the jockey gets 
the horse into. It’s about conserving energy, 
saving ground and being economic when 
jumping and travelling. 

That’s why I think Ruby Walsh is the best jockey 
of my lifetime. Time and again he goes at a pace 
that suits the horse. He doesn’t worry about the 
other horses and their tactics in a race, he’s a 
natural horseman. Take for example this years’ 
Festival and the rides on Douvan and Faugheen. 
He got both of them into a beautiful rhythm. 
They bowled along 
within their comfort 
zones, they were neat 
and efficient at their 
hurdles and everything 
was designed to 
conserve energy. Their 
wins appeared easy, but the jockey’s style of 
riding undoubtedly helped.

Also, if you look at the recent Melbourne Cup, I 
could not have predicted the Melbourne Cup 
would be run as slowly as it was. If the race 
was run 70 times I don’t think the 100/1 winner 
Prince Of Penzance would have won under any 
other circumstance. I’m still scratching my head 
at some of the other jockeys who rode at the 
pace they did.

Does being Pricewise bring a pressure to 
provide winners?

After 15 years the pressure has declined 
somewhat. I’m phlegmatic about the column 
as I know I can only try my best and can assure 
CTCRC members I always do my best. But if my 
best doesn’t win, it doesn’t win.

You have to understand they’re just horses 
running around a field and are not machines, a 
lot can go wrong.

Do you bet on your own selections?

Maybe 90% of my selections I’ll back, and I’ll 
always try and get 
the best price. If I’ve 
watched my lad play 
football and missed 
the price I want I 
might not back it. I’m 

very value oriented, so if I can’t get the price I 
want I might pass on a selection.

The Pricewise column focuses on the 
feature televised races typically, are 
there other types of race you find you are 
particularly successful with?

Not really, the Pricewise role has helped me to 
specialise on the top end races. I’ve found my 
niche and tend not to have an opinion on a 
grade four or five race at a midweek meeting.

the bookmakers tell 
me which race they’re 
prepared to price up, 

not the other way 
around

7

I think Ruby Walsh is the 
best jockey of my lifetime

Gilgamboa – he could make a great chasing stayer, while L’Ami Serge has obvious class and is one to look out 
for as a novice chaser this season
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For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at Cheltenham, Chepstow, Ludlow, Stratford, Towcester, 
Warwick and Worcester during the period 30th April 2015 – 23rd April 2016 (Sponsored by the 
Cheltenham and Three Counties Race Club) Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a Third 
4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

1st  Ben Poste  87 pts 
2nd  Bridget Andrews  82 pts 
3rd  Tom Bellamy  60 pts 
4th=  Jamie Bargary  55 pts 
4th=  Michael Heard  55 pts

Latest placings (up to and including 1st November 2015) Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This award is named in his memory.

RICHARD 
DAVIS AWARD

This month’s question for the chance to win two 
Premier Enclosure Badges for any meeting of 
your choice, except the Welsh Grand National at 
Chepstow racecourse is given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded a 
voucher which can be redeemed for the Premier 
Badges direct with the racecourse office.

Due to the submission deadline for this 
month’s publication the winner of the October 
Competition will be announced in the next 
Magazine.

This month’s question is:

On which day is the 2015 Coral Welsh 
Grand National being held?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 11 December 2015 at: 14 Ridge Green, 
Shaw, West Swindon, SN5 5PU alternatively, 
e-mail him at tonyandles@aol.com

NB: please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry.

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION

Which Racing Post colleagues or sports 
journalists do you most admire?

It has to be Emily Weber, she is the person who 
got me into my role and is a superb tipster in 
her own right. Emily is very thorough on sprint 
handicappers and goes into a race in genuine 
depth. What I like best is she studies the horses 
not necessarily the form. She looks for horses 
who have something different about them and 
doesn’t worry about the form too much. Her eye 
is drawn more to how a horse moves and their 
fluidity.

Paul Kealy is a very good tipster, I really respect 
the opinion of Rob Wright at The Times and my 
mate James Willoughby, who worked with me 
at the Post is someone who I admire greatly.

November is my favourite month in the 
racing season with the Paddy Power 
meeting, The Betfair Chase and the 
Hennessy meeting all coming one after the 
other, which is your favourite month in the 
racing calendar and why?

I agree, November is my favourite month as well 
and the Hennessy is my favourite race of the 
year. I love Newbury as a track, as I think it is a 
course that allows horses to run to their best, it’s 
flat and the fences are nicely spaced out.

Cheltenham by contrast is tricky as it is such 
a rhythm track and it is always devilishly 
competitive.

You appear to have a budding television 
career on the Channel Four racing 
programme, is this going to develop further?

I guess this is true, for years I’ve been involved 
in the Cheltenham preview circuit and found I 
was getting asked repeatedly to go on the show. 
Once I did, I found the whole team are such a 
great bunch of people that I really enjoyed it.

I work from home a lot, therefore getting to 
Ascot or Newbury is no hardship, I’d maybe say 

no if they asked me to appear at Ayr. Nick Luck 
has become a good friend and I’ve found the 
experience to be a nice development around 
what I do.

It’s a shame the programme doesn’t get the 
praise it’s due. I guess the problem is partly due 
to the saturation of sports coverage you can 
get. When we were kids the FA Cup Final was a 
“must see” event, not because it was necessarily 
a great match, but simply because it was the 
only football match in the whole year that was 
shown live on TV.

Nowadays you can watch sport 24/7 so the 
show has to compete much harder to attract 
their audience.

We couldn’t interview you without getting 
a few to follow for the months ahead?

I think Saphir Du Rheu will win the Hennessy. I’ve 
been a big fan of his for a few years now. I don’t 
think his price is great, but I do think he will win 
it. Novices do make mistakes, Kauto Star being a 
good example, but Paul Nicholls seems to have 
found the answer with his jumping and his prep 
race at Carlisle went very well.

Another horse I like is L’Ami Serge for Nicky 
Henderson. He’s going novice chasing, I 
understand he has had a wind operation and 
can’t wait to see him tackle two miles on soft 
ground.

Finally, I’d keep an eye on Gilgamboa. He’s 
trained by Enda Bolger and rides in the JP 
colours (He’s out of Westerner… Cole Harden 
etc) and looks the world to be a staying chaser 
who to date has been running over too short a 
trip. Three miles on soft ground could see this 
horse really achieve his potential.

Tom Segal
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We’re back up and running! Wasn’t it great 
to have action from Cheltenham again, 
complete with a shiny new grandstand.

 I didn’t get to the track either day for the 
Showcase so can’t comment personally, but 
the feedback regarding the new structure from 
customers, colleagues and friends alike was 
incredibly positive. So far I’ve had to make do 
with the occasional admiring glance as I drive to 
work each day, so I’m looking forward to getting 
a closer look at the Open Meeting.

I’m a little embarrassed to report that the 
Showcase Meeting was a cracker for us 
bookmakers. There was only one winning 
favourite across the two days (Rule The World – 
Evens), and unusually for a Cheltenham fixture, 
punters were definitely on the back foot. I’m 
sure things will be a lot different come the Open 
however, a fixture that traditionally has some 
serious gambles landed. In my experience the 
Festival tends to have a greater spread of money 

and the markets are stronger, but the Open 
can be a lot more volatile, and often a punters 
paradise. How many dark horses from the Pipe 
yard and from across the Irish Sea have bashed 
the bookies over the years?

Back to the Showcase, and it wasn’t all good 
news for my Ladbrokes shops in Cheltenham. 
Dark Spirit (11/1) was well backed on the Friday 
locally, despite being something of a drifter 
in the market. Evan Williams’s mare won the 
Pertemps qualifier quite tidily in the end, and 
could well be back for the Open, where she had 
a second place finish last year. By far our worst 
result of the day.

Biggest loser on the Saturday was Nicky 
Henderson’s Towering (10/1), who won the 
2m5f Handicap thanks to a well-timed run. The 
six-year-old has a good runs to wins ratio since 
going hurdling in the summer, and the neck 
winning margin won’t do his handicap mark 
any harm. He should continue to progress. One 

lucky punter had a chunky each way single on 
this winner, and that was our biggest pay-out of 
the weekend.

Moving into November then, and this really 
is a fantastic time of the year for National 
Hunt enthusiasts. We’ve just seen Cue Card 
bounce back to form in the Charlie Hall Chase 
(11/4), getting the better of some top class 
chasers including the Grand National winner 
Many Clouds, Gold Cup fourth Holywell and 
former Ryanair Chase winner Dynaste. Then 
on consecutive Saturdays at the end of the 
month we have the Paddy Power Gold Cup, 14 
November, the Betfair Chase, 21 November, and 
the Hennessy Gold Cup on 28 November, bring 
it on!

At Ladbrokes we are already betting on some of 
these events, and there’s sure to be some value 
to sniff out. The Paddy Power Gold Cup betting 
is currently headed by David Pipes Kings Palace 
at 8/1, a top class novice chaser last season. For 
the second year in a row, he disappointed at 
the Festival, and so does have some questions 
to answer regarding course form. That said, 
he has won four times at Cheltenham, twice 
over hurdles and twice over fences, so it could 
just be the quality of opposition he’s faced in 
March that has been the problem. Coming 
from the stable that he does, it’s easy to see 
why he’s favourite, but he could end up with a 

fair amount of weight to carry and there could 
be better value around. From the same stable 
Monetaire at 10/1 is next in the betting, with last 
year’s third Present View also 10/1, followed by 
the Festival winner Irish Cavalier at 12/1. A real 
dark one if he turns up in the race could be La 
Vaticane (20/1), for that man again David Pipe. 
This one has only had one spin over hurdles 
since arriving from France, and was given a good 
mention by the trainer in a recent stable tour. If 
he lined up for this race you’d imagine he would 
be a single figure price, which makes the current 
odds look quite tempting.

No entries yet for the Betfair Chase, and so 
currently there isn’t any betting available. With 
the £1 Million pound bonus the Jockey Club 
have put up for any winner of this race, the 
King George and the Gold Cup, the final field is 
sure to be strong. Many will be entered in the 
following weeks Hennessy Gold Cup, so it’s hard 
to form any opinions until we know the likely 
make up of each race.

Current favourite for the Hennessy is Saphir Du 
Rheu 5/1, after his impressive comeback victory 
at Carlisle recently. Next is Gold Cup champion 
Coneygree 7/1, followed by RSA Chase winner 
Don Poli 8/1 and the unbeaten Willie Mullins 
mare Vroum Vroum Mag 8/1. Charlie Hall victor 
Cue Card 10/1 is next, from Don Cossack 12/1, 
who it seems bizarre to say has already won 
twice this season. If all these top notchers turned 
up what a race we would have to savour, and 
with Coneygree likely to run this could well 
happen. Whatever happens, good luck with you 
bets for the Open Meeting and the following 
Super Saturdays.

Adam Hurley 
UK Betting Shop Manager of the Year 

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

Vroum Vroum Mag – a mare with a big season 
ahead of her… with one eye on the new mares 
chase at Cheltenham

The mare Dark Spirit beat the boys in 
handicap company at the Showcase

Saphir Du Rheu, a worthy favourite of the at 
5/1
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INJURED JOCKEYS CHRISTMAS CARDS & 
CALENDARS 2016

This year’s Christmas Card “Winter Stables” is 
adapted from an original painting for the Injured 
Jockeys Fund by Mary Herbert S.E.A. A pack of 
10 cards and envelopes are £7.50.

The 2016 Calendar features Clare Balding’s 
memorable racing reflections. In addition to 
listing all UK and Irish race fixtures the new 
design provides space for daily notes. The 
Calendar costs £12.00 and is also available in a 
slimline version for £8.00.

Cards and Calendars can be purchased at any 
race meeting or via the website  
http://shop.ijf.org.uk

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
12 November - make sure you have entered 
the 2015-16 tipster competition12 November 
make sure you have entered the 2015-16 tipster 
competition

12 November - The 
Ladbrokes sponsored 
Paddy Power preview 
night at the Centaur free 
for members, bring your 
membership cards Guests 
Tom Scudamore, Ben 
Pauling, Nick Schofield and 
Hayley O’Connor

13, 14 & 15 November 2015 Cheltenham 
Paddy Power meeting - HRH The Princess 
Royal opens the new Grandstand

18 November 2015 CTCRC club night - 
guests Guy Disney and Brian Toomey. 8.00pm 
start. Bring your  membership cards.

21 November Stable visit to Mark & Sara 
Bradstock: Contact Sarah Matthews on 07729 
8477724 if you would like to go. £6.00 members, 
£10.00 non members.

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Halloween began for 47 clubs members 
with a trip to Grange Hill Farm, Naunton, 
to watch Nigel Twiston-Davies’ horses 
going through their paces on their 
demanding gallops.

Such is the gradient of the gallops you can 
rest assured that fitness is unlikely to catch any 
of Nigel’s horses out. Richard Sparky Beavis 
proved a knowledgeable host and we enjoyed 
a viewing around the whole sprawling yard, that 
keeps the feel of a traditional working yard.

The gallops we learned are shared with Fergal 
O’Brien’s horses who are stabled literally across 
the road.

Sparky told us of two runners that day who were 
running, one of which, Double Ross, Sparky 
believed had a decent each-way chance later 
that afternoon at Ascot. Not that members 
would have believed this as at 10.30am, the 
aforementioned horse was fast asleep in his box! 
However, by 3.25pm that afternoon, Double 
Ross had woken sufficiently to take second place 
in the grade three Sodexo Gold Cup behind 
Pendra at 16/1, I hope you were on.

The morning’s fun was rounded off with a full 
English breakfast at the Hollow Bottom pub in 
Guiting Power for a dozen club members.

Don’t miss November’s next club trip to the yard 
of Mark & Sara Bradstock at Letcombe Bassett

Steve Ennis

NIGEL TWISTON-DAVIES
STABLE TOUR

Nigel’s horses prepare to take on the searching gallops

Richard “Sparky” Beavis proved a great host
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Another packed evening at the Victory 
Club in Cheltenham saw three young 
trainers in attendance at our October club 
night, chaired by Roger Hart. 

Tom Weston was the biggest of these rookies in 
more than one sense, as he hopes to get his full 
training license this month. Tom had been an 
amateur jockey for twelve years starting out in 
point to points. In the last two years he has been 
developing a point to point training yard and felt 
that if he were to make a proper go of training 
he would need to make the next step and get 
a full license. He has fifteen horse in training at 
present, he loves the point to point scene but 
acknowledges that the money rests in winning 
under rules. He’ll start with five or six running 
under rules, patience being the key as they will 
need three or four runs to get a handicap mark.

Tom is pragmatic enough to understand that 
most of the work will be done by himself or 
other family members, where he will devote 
his time to maximising the fitness of the horses 
in their care. Tom recollected his big day as a 
jockey as a career highlight to date when he 
rode 50/1 shot Silver Adonis to victory at the 
Aintree Festival. Of the horses in his yard Tom 
nominated Thoonvalla as one that is ready to 
go the second he gets his license, he is well 
handicapped and should get on the score board 
soon enough.

Once these preliminaries are out of the way Tom 
offered the Grand National as the race he would 
most covet.

The second of our young trainers was Henry 

Oliver, who had enjoyed fifteen years as a 
professional jockey plying his trade mainly 
on the northern tracks and under a variety of 
trainers, most notably Harvey Smith. In 2000 
Henry was the Champion Conditional Jockey 
and amassed 233 winners over his career with 
three grade two wins on board Restless Harry 
for Robin Dickin.

Henry has 23 horses in training with more to 
come. Henry put out 21 winners last season with 
an impressive strike rate of 20% and even more 
impressive £40 profit to a level £1.00 stake return. 
Winter ground is the surface he favours and 
Henry was indebted to the many varied trainers 
he had learned from and the various mentors 
such as Harvey Smith and Graham McCourt. 
One advantage of the smaller yard is Henry rides 
out five or six of his own 
horses each day which 
gives him a great feel 
for how ready a horse 
is to race. Thatcher’s 
Gold was given as one 
to watch from Henry’s 
yard and Henry asked 
that if anyone had Rich 
Ricci’s number that he 
pass it on as he would 
love to train any of his 
horses. Ideally Henry 
would like the yard to 
rise to 40 in training and 
his dream target would 
be a World Hurdle win.

Henry advised he is 

lucky with his owners, one in particular has 
seven horses and Henry only sees him twice a 
year...which allows Henry to simply get on with 
the business of training the horses. His most 
expensive horse in the yard cost £15,000, After 
Hours. He had won a bumper and was third last 
time out at Worcester and will improve for the 
experience.

We learned from each trainer that the playing 
field isn’t exactly level when trying to compete 
with trainers who are able to field horses that 
cost £100,000 or more. Each of the three trainers 
acknowledged they have to operate at the 
bargain basement, where you spot potential and 
develop from there.

Our final guest took Roger Hart a little by surprise 
when he learned that David Dennis currently sits 
in 19th place in the trainers Championship after a 
successful summer where he trained 15 winners 
from 100 horses sent out. Better still, David has 
already amassed over £100,000 in prize money 
by October and has set a goal of £300,000 for the 
season. Unlike Henry, David is a keen supporter of 
the summer racing programme and suggests the 
whole summer scene is changing with great prize 
money on offer at tracks like Newton Abbott and 
Market Rasen.

He also did well in marriage with his wife’s 
family supporting the development of their 
burgeoning stables near the Three Counties 

showground. They have room for 50 horses and 
boast all the trappings of a progressive yard.

David has done particularly well with the 
Favourite’s Racing syndicate and also sends out 
a number of flat horses – something he is happy 
to pursue as you can send the horses racing 
on a more regular basis during the summer. He 
named Wade Harper as one to keep an eye on, 
readers of this magazine will recognise the name 
as the full brother of Cole Harden, and another 
who’s name was taken from the 1940’s cowboy 
film The Westerner. He subsequently had a 
decent second place next time out behind a 
strong Paul Nicholls horse.

Asked which race he would most like to win, 
David offered the next days effort in the 3.45pm 
at Ludlow, Angus Glen. Sadly this runner didn’t 
oblige but you were left with the impression 
that he and his two cohorts would be finding 
the winners enclosure on a regular basis for the 
rest of the season.

One footnote to the evening was Roger Hart’s 
awakening to the idea that point to point 
ownership might offer racing enthusiasts more 
value as this code is tailored to weekend racing 
and offers a greater chance to follow your horse. 
If you’re a point to point trainer, you could do 
worse than give Roger a call!

Steve Ennis

OCTOBER
CLUB NIGHT

Tom Weston takes Silver Adonis over the last to win 
the John Smith’s chase in 2010

Restless Harry and Henry Oliver winning at 
Wetherby in 2011

The Westerner movie 
keeps on producing 
names of horses, this 
time, Wade Harper
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On October 27 I had the privilege to attend 
the service at St Luke’s Church, Chelsea, to 
celebrate the life of Sir Peter O’Sullevan, 
writes Steve Ennis.

The pews were filled with a who’s who of the 
racing world. HM The Queen and HRH The Duke 
of Edinburgh were represented by Lord Vestey, 
while The Princess Royal was represented by 
Brigadier Andrew Parker 
Bowles.

From start to last the 
whole service oozed 
class. Terry Wogan read 
“The Donkey” by G K 
Chesterton, while Joanna 
Lumley delivered the 
Philip Larkin poem “At 
Grass” with exquisite 
poignancy.

Hugh McIlvanney a friend of Sir Peter’s for over 
forty years gave a eulogy of fifteen minutes in 
which you could have heard a pin drop as the 
congregation hung on every word.

Hugh declared Sir Peter’s greatest triumph was 
his nature, saying;

“Peter didn’t just enhance occasions. He 
enriched lives. The world was lucky to have his 
company for so long. 

When the great American sports writer Red 
Smith delivered the eulogy at the funeral of a 
friend, Red began by saying: “Dying is no big 

deal. The least of us will manage that. Living 
is the trick.” Nobody I have known pulled off 
that trick more effectively or stylishly than 
Peter. However much he knew about racing 
or broadcasting or journalism, he knew rather 
more about life.”

We learned also of the difficulties Sir Peter 
endured in his youth as he was afflicted with 

chronic asthma, 
potentially deadly bouts 
of pneumonia and in 
his teenage years a 
virulent form of acne 
that led to him having 
to wear a mask. There 
was privilege too as the 
boy of Charterhouse 
excelled at cricket and 
football and yet, even at 

this early age an eye for horse and greyhound 
wagers had already nestled alongside his studies 
of the more traditional kind.

As an adult Sir Peter’s pursuit of value in a price 
wagered was the equal of his pursuit of winners 
and Hugh regaled us with tales of how Sir Peter 
would use every trick in the book to secure the 
best odds on any horse he fancied.

Hugh went on to say;

“Peter proved a devotee of the Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe. He first attended the race in the 1930s 
and from the 1940s until 2012 he insisted on 
driving himself annually to Paris to watch Europe’s 

best mile-and-a-half horses compete. Behind the 
wheel at 94 he was still giving a fair impersonation 
of a getaway driver in a bank robbery.

Assured use of language gave his commentaries 
a clarity and coherence, sometimes an 
eloquence, that set them apart from anybody 
else’s race descriptions. And always, like a steady 
beat, there were the perceptive assessments of 
the significance of fluctuations in the action. All 
those qualities made me feel back in 1973 that it 
was permissible hyperbole to write that “had he 
been on the rails at 
Balaclava, he would 
have kept pace 
with the Charge of 
the Light Brigade, 
listing the fallers 
in precise order 
and describing the 
riders’ injuries before they hit the ground”. He 
was in a league of his own.

When operating professionally, he liked to be 
something of a lone wolf but when relaxing 
among friends he could, well into his nineties, be 
convivial on a scale that exposed non-stayers in 
his company. Mike Dillon and I used to meet up 
with him sporadically for restaurant lunches that 
usually lasted until the tables were being set for 
dinner. As Mike said, with Peter you could count 
on going to extra time and penalties. 

An exception to the extra-time tradition 

occurred when a restaurant Peter had chosen 
failed to provide the standard of fare or 
service he expected. The result was one of his 
celebrated letters. Mainly they were messages 
of thanks, reflecting his habitual courtesy, 
but this one was an example of his talent for 
acerbic reprimand. And if Peter thought you 
were out of order and decided to let you 
know, either verbally or with the pen, the point 
would be made in sentences of flawless grace 
and precision. It was like being handed an 

ornate silver casket 
containing your 
mutilated ego.

What I know for 
certain after more 
than forty years of 
friendship is that it 
would be difficult to 

find a more appealing ambassador for the best 
of human values than Sir Peter O’Sullevan.”

The church was then filled with laughter as Rory 
Bremner gave a perfect interpretation of Sir 
Peter’s voice as he recalled their times together, 
saying Peter had left one final instruction from 
“the stewards” to the congregation as we were all 
invited to the “winners enclosure” next door in a 
specially assembled marquee to enjoy champagne, 
rosé and canapés... everyone obliged.

Steve Ennis

PETER O’SULLEVAN
TRIBUTE SERVICE

However much he 
knew about racing 
or broadcasting or 

journalism, he knew 
rather more about life.

Dying is no big deal. The 
least of us will manage 
that. Living is the trick.

Terry Wogan, Joanna Lumley, Hugh McIlvanney and Rory Bremmer
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JOHN HALES
COLUMN

The month of October started very badly 
for me. I went to the Doctors with pains in 
my stomach. 

The Doctor referred me to a specialist for a CT 
Scan. The specialist phoned me later in the 
day to say we have good news. You have been 
suffering from a virus which is now clearing 
up. However the Scan showed other things 
which we are not happy about. Apparently 
the scan showed an aneurism in one of my 
arteries approx 6.5 cm wide when it should 
be 2.5 cm. Straight away into hospital for an 
operation. I went to the Russell Hall hospital in 
Dudley and I cannot speak highly enough of 
their skills and a wonderful bunch of nurses. 
I do not want to bore you with my problems 
but many members are probably like me and 
over 65. If that Aneurism had burst my chances 
of survival would have been less than 25%. 
Please remember I had no symptoms, pain or 
discomfort. I was lucky this was detected. To 
all of the members over 65 go for a CT Scan 
and be sure you do not have the problems I 
was diagnosed with. So now let’s get on with 
the important information of the horses. I was 
convalescing during the recent meeting at 
Cheltenham but I will definitely be there for the 
Paddy Power meeting. Whether my horses will 
be there remains to be seen but at the moment 
seems unlikely. I am waiting for training news 
regarding Aux Ptits Soins and Politiloge. APS 
continues to go back to the vets in Bristol to 

have his sinus washed out but we are looking at 
a hurdle season debut at Ascot 20/21 November. 
He continues to keep with his training 
programme so we will not really know his level 
of fitness until he has a racecourse gallop. I have 
been getting good vibes from Ditcheat re Rob 
Robin who had an operation for paralysis of 
the Larinx. Be Daring should continue to show 
improvement on his only start to date when he 
was second in a Bumper. Al Ferof is making real 
progress and he is due to make his season debut 
in the Peterborough Chase at Huntingdon. 
Ibis de Rheu is making real progress and I am 
looking forward to seeing him run in a novice 
hurdle before the end of November. Unioniste is 
being prepared for the Becher chase at Aintree 
to give him experience over the National fences. 
Politiloge will also make his debut in the UK in a 
Novice Hurdle. Well that’s about it for now and 
in my next article I hope we will have had a few 
runners and hopefully a few winners.

John Hales 

All at CTCRC send John our very best 
wishes that he enjoys a speedy recovery, 
we look forward to seeing John at the 
Paddy Power meeting in November with 
his horses making an entrance into the 
winners enclosure.

Column header picture courtesy 
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The 2015 flat season is all but over and 
again it has been a good one. John Gosden 
has had a season to remember as has flat 
racing jockey star Frankie Dettori.

Two intelligent men who have done their sport 
proud. Now it is the time for the jump boys 
to show their ability to capture those heady 
headlines for all the good reasons that our 
sport needs.

Racing has a big identity problem and 
desperately needs a big name to hang on 
people’s lips, everybody has probably heard of 
Frankie Dettori but sadly outside Frankie the rest 
of our sport fails to be remembered, unless you 
have read Dick Francis.

So who will be the horse/horses that will 
capture the public imagination this coming 
winter?

The chasing world has the ideal horse in 
last years’ Cheltenham Gold Cup winner 

Coneygree. What a story. bred by one of the 
few men who was known outside racing and 
that was Lord Oaksey. Trained by the home 
team of Mark and Sara Bradstock, who lets’ 
face it are in their own right are a one off. It is 
perfect for the Saturday afternoon story and it 
is one that should run and run.

In the hurdling section again we have last years’ 
star horse to savour. The unbeaten Faugheen 
has a record which is currently unblemished 
and should remain that way for another year. 
Owned by a man who just loves his racing and is 
prepared to put his money where his thoughts 
lie. Dark glasses hide steely eyes of one who 
probably hates being beaten, and trained by the 
best trainer around who looks and sounds more 
like your average bank manager than an off the 
wall trainer.

Willie Mullins recently held a Stable Tour in the 
Racing Post and frankly most trainers in this 

KIM BAILEY
COLUMN

country would be delighted just to have the 
horses on page one. Reading all the other pages 
made most of us realise how lucky we are that 
Willie trains in Ireland.

Moving on…racing has so much to offer 
and sometimes I wonder if we really want to 
promote our sport. We trainers are running 
business’s and need owners to own horses 
to pay our staff and help all involved in racing 
make a living. We are in the entertainment 
business and therein lies a problem. Our 
entertainment venues are racecourses and those 
who pay the piper i.e. the owners are all too 
often taken for granted by many racecourses. 
Not Cheltenham, who with their new facilities 
have made the owner experience brilliant; Ascot, 
Haydock, Perth, Carlisle, Ayr, Kempton and a few 
others not being named are as good but on 
the other hand there are other racecourses who 
frankly should be ashamed of themselves for the 
effort they make to help and give owners the 
experience they deserve.

Please, those in racecourse management, you 
must realise that owners are important and their 
experience is just more than bringing a horse 
to the races. All our business depends on their 

support, so please those involved in racecourses 
realise that we need you to help us as well. What 
did Gordon Elliott say about Irish racing? It needs 
to buck up its ideas…oh then we can talk about 
prize money.

To finish.. our season is up and in full throttle . 
October was a good month and November has 
started the same way. Lovely horses winning.. 
HORSES WITH BIG FUTURES Charbel, Dueling 
Banjos, Twelve Roses, Ascotdeux Nellerie just 
to name a few.. Yes exciting times..and yes 
Darna heads to the Paddy Power…

See you there.

Kim Bailey

Kim Bailey Racing Ltd, Thorndale Farm, 
Andoversford, Cheltenham, Glos. GL54 4LL 
T: 01242 890241 F: 01242 890193 M: 07831 416859 

(Willie Mullins) the best 
trainer around who 

looks and sounds more 
like your average bank 

manager than an off the 
wall trainer

Racing has a big identity 
problem and desperately 

needs a big name to 
hang on people’s lips

The man in the dark glasses – he’s a real competitor
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LIAM 
TREADWELL
COLUMN

Like all club members Liam Treadwell 
took one look at the 100 names on the 
tipster competition list and scratched his 
head in confusion over how to develop a 
strategy to win the competition.

A couple of sips of lager passed when cries 
of “I’ve got it” came forth as Liam revealed his 
plan. 

“It’s easy, I’ll pick all the Mullins / Walsh / Ricci 
horses as they’re bound to win everything 
at all three Spring Festivals as I’ve read the 
small print on the competition rules and 
you get double points at Punchestown, 
Aintree and Cheltenham”!

With such cunning Liam then set about 
explaining his eight picks to take him to 
glory

Vroum Vroum Mag

 This horse is my first pick, she will win 
the Hennessy then have four more races, 
all unbeaten and two of those will be at the 
Spring Festivals, what a banker!

Faugheen

This will be the most picked horse from the 
100 options and with good reason – he is 
the best horse in training and if anything this 
year, he will likely improve upon last year. 
He’s still seven, has won all his nine races 

over hurdles and will win his tenth by picking 
up the Morgiana Grade 1 at Punchestown 
on November 15 – the second day of the 
competition.

Douvan

He is a best priced 5/2 shot already for the 
Arkle and nobody has seen him jump a fence 
in public. He cruised through the novice hurdle 
division and notably won at two of last years 

Festivals – Cheltenham and Pucnhestown. 
He’s my double points banker at double the 
spring meetings. If anything should happen 
to Faugheen, he could well win the Champion 
Hurdle if sent in that direction.

Vautour

He’s currently vying for favouritism in the Gold 
Cup, but the good news is he will win the King 

George on the way to at least another two 
Festival glories in the Spring.

Annie Power

I read in the magazine last month that she has 
yet to win at the Festival, but next year will be 
third time lucky. Like Faugheen, she also has an 
entry in the Morgiana on November 15 – that 
could be some race if the two go for that one?

My next three picks will focus elsewhere, so 
let’s start with the superstar that is Coneygree. 
He could take the Hennessy, he might be 
supplemented for the King George or could 
look for the Lexus or even Cheltenham on Trial 
Day. The biggest concern Coneygree has is 
whether his trainers getting him entered for 
races. Should they succeed with this the racing 
will be the easy bit.

Next up is Don Cossack, he won on 
Halloween while in second gear and 
looks fantastic. His victories in Aintree and 
Punchestown last year prove he can take his 
racing and he will be a leading player this year 
wherever he goes.

My last pick is one of Ben Pauling’s, Barters 
Hill. He won the bumper at Aintree last spring 
and couldn’t have been more impressive on his 

hurdles debut. He beat one of John Ferguson’s 
135 rated horses by 37 lengths!

The Newbury grade one novice is the next 
target on December 29. If he shapes well he 
could stay at two miles, if he lacks the toe to 
compete against the best he could go to two 
mile five furlongs quite readily. He beat Bellshill 
at Aintree with the third 12 lengths further back 
so this a serious horse.

One that didn’t feature in your 100 list was a 
horse I saw at Ascot from Nicky Henderson 
called Altior. He won at Chepstow by a distance 
of 34 lengths in October. He then followed up 
by pulling way too hard, flattening more than 
a few hurdles as he won again, with a decent 
horse in third 21 lengths behind. If the horse 
can relax, hit a rhythm and learn to take the 
hurdles more precisely the sky is the limit. I 
rode in the race at Ascot and the manner he 
went by my horse really caught the eye.

Liam Treadwell

Ben Pauling – hoping he has a stable star in Barters Hill

I’ve read the small print on 
the competition rules and 
you get double points at 

Punchestown, Aintree and 
Cheltenham!

Vroum Vroum Mag could land the Hennessy
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So the season is now well and truly 
underway and we are currently busy 
gearing up for The Open next weekend.

We used to have a month between The 
Showcase and The Open, and that used to be 
just about enough time to get everything in 
order for such a big meeting. This year, with The 
Showcase moving back a week its three weeks, 
it’s safe to say that for all departments in the 
office this is somewhat of a challenge! All hands 
on deck next week to get everything ready for 
three exciting days of racing.

Countryside Day, the first day of The Open 
is always a busy one as there are so many 
activities that go on during the day.  This year 
we have the added pressure of the official 
opening of the grandstand just to keep us on 
our toes. The day itself will start at 11am with 
the traditional parade of National Hunt Stallions 
in the paddock, put on by the Thoroughbred 
Breeders Association. After that there will be the 
dressage in the paddock from AP McCoy, with 
Charlotte Dujardin and Carl Hester joining him, 
which I am sure will be good fun. It’s all part of 
the activities of the British Equestrian Federation, 
who are sharing the fundraising of the day with 
Countryside Alliance, ahead of their trip to Rio 
next summer.

After that, at 12.00pm, The Princess Royal Stand 
will be officially opened by HRH The Princess 
Royal.  Many years of planning, building and 
delivery will be celebrated and after the opening 

all the areas will be available for the different 
user groups.

I suspect that many of you will have been able 
to have a sneak preview at The Showcase and 
I very much hope you liked what you saw. The 
building work went right to the wire, with the 
site being officially handed over from Kier at 
4pm on the Wednesday, just two days before 
we were racing! We had been able to access it 
for the two weeks in the build-up but no doubt 
the catering team could have done with more 
time in order to load everything they needed 
into the different areas. 

14,000 glasses alone had to be unpacked and 
stored, as well as all the furniture (which was my 
responsibility) putting in all the tote services, 
even little details such as the toilet roll holders 
needed to be sorted. I know that the catering 
team pulled some very long nights to make it 
happen and big credit to them for doing so.

The two days themselves went well and there 
were obviously some teething problems, but 
nothing major which was great. The element 
that everyone loved the most was the crescent 
walkway, which offers such great viewing of the 
parade ring, with access to the viewing then 
provided via Golden Miller, or down a level into 
the new stand for those members who wanted 
to use the dedicated members’ areas. I hope 
that those of you there also enjoyed it and for 
those of you that weren’t I am sure it won’t be 
too long before you do!

SOPHIA DALE 
COLUMN

I am sure that you all know about it but the 
Season Preview takes place the night before 
The Open, with Oli Bell, Tom Scudamore, Ben 
Pauling, Nick Scholfield and Hayley O’Connor 
on the panel. Tickets are free to those who are 
members and £6 if bought in advance. Usual 
format as always, 6pm doors open, 7pm start, 
9.30pm close. Hope to see a few of you there.

One boring bit that I must mention if the new 
traffic system. Because the main drive will now 
be closed to cars on all racedays we have a new 
colour coded system that is in use. For those of 
you who are members please follow the RED 
signs on approach, as it says on your car window 
sticker, and those who are not should follow 
GREEN/PUBLIC signs. We are playing with a 
few things ahead of The Open, lessons that we 
learnt from The Showcase, but Countryside Day 
exit will be our biggest test as that and Festival 
Tuesday are always the slowest to get out of the 
car parks.

Enjoy The Open and I hope you find a few 
winners!

Sophia Dale

Dates for the season

Thursday 12th November – Season Preview 
in The Centaur

Friday 13th, Saturday 14th and Sunday 
15th November – The Open

Friday 11th, Saturday 12th December – The 
International

Friday 1st January – New Year’s Day

Saturday 30th January – Festival Trials Day

Tuesday 15th, Wednesday 16th, Thursday 
17th, Friday 18th March – The Festival

www.cheltenham.co.uk 

HRH The Princess Royal will officially open 
the new grandstand at the Countryside Day
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Mr Shantu was running a great race, stalking in 
behind when Saint John Henry fell, bringing down 
King Boru. Mr S was badly hampered, stopped 
practically in his tracks and Paddy Cowley had to 
ride him hard to make up the fifteen lengths lost. 
They recovered the lost ground and challenged 
at the last, only to be headed up the run-in. I was 
screaming for Paddy. Mr S was beaten 2¼ lengths 
– solidly beaten but without being hampered, 
who knows? Paddy would have definitely been 
able to ride the race as planned. When I went 
to collect them, Paddy had a desolate face – his 
first Cheltenham winner would be another day. 
Yet Paddy had ridden a cracking race and, most 
importantly, the owners were delighted and gave 
us a huge cheer in the second-placed spot in the 
winner’s enclosure. Plus, Mr S has qualified for the 
final at the Festival!

After that win at Warwick, Dursey Sound 
returned to past and more typical form at Exeter 
when absolutely walking through the first. He 
was even brought back down to a trot and how 
Dickie Johnson did not fall off was a miracle. I 
yelped in horror and hid behind my hands. Poor 
Dursey – he has been jumping well for a while 
now and it was disheartening to have him return 
to his former ways. Since then he has been 
taking everything easy, with a week of walking 
and trotting and then doing one steady canter 
up the long gallop. By now, he has freshened up 
and seems happy again.

On October 10, at Chepstow, Oscar Fortune had 
his seasonal debut. He had been flying at home 
– pulling to the front in pieces of work; myself 

merely a passenger. Oscar Fortune – or rather 
Ozzie – is a gorgeous looking horse – a 
bright, shiny bay with a perfect star and three 
white socks, which I keep scrubbed clean. 
Yet, when Peter Bowen and Robin Dickin 
have runners, I never think I would win the 
best-turned-out. Their runners always look 
amazing – coats glistening, velvet browbands 
matching the owner’s colours and perfectly 

neat plaits. It was a shock when my name was 
called out over the tannoy. I put it down to Ozzie’s 
handsome looks, powerful walk and wearing 
cheek pieces instead of blinkers. Sadly, Ozzie did 
not run well and pulled up.

Florence Willis, shortened to Flo, is twenty-five 
and came to Jackdaws Castle having worked for 
Victor Dartnell for five years. Already, she is one 
of the second travelling staff and riding more 
difficult horses, such as Suit Yourself, who she 
has ridden since he came back from holiday. Flo 
is bubbly and cheery, and is forever organising 
nights out or drinks down the pub. Hopefully, Flo 
will have many winners with Suit Yourself, Mister 
Dick, Onthewesternfront, Beg To Differ and Take 
The Name.

Just before Halloween, Flo rallied round the 
hostels for a pumpkin-carving session. Flo, 
Michelle and pupil assistant Alice White were 
old-hands, whereas Bara Ponická and Gabriella 
Gájová, both from the Czech Republic, had never 
carved pumpkins before and loved it. Their five 
grotesquely becoming masterpieces welcomed 
any visitors and owners onto the first yard. 

Halloween also led to the telling of several ghost 
stories. Supposedly, there is the former estate 
worker Porky’s ghost patrolling the empty, 
desolate barn. The Grey Lady is meant to endlessly 
walk the round gallop, lamp long burnt out. I am 
not sure how true these are but suspect they are 
the result of a pint or two too many down the 
Plough Inn!

Jo Collinson

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

October started bright and sunny at Bangor 
racecourse when Lost Legend and Richie 
McLernon won the main chase of the day.

Last time out, at Newton Abbot, Ledgy had 
finished a disappointing last. He did not take to 
the visors and did not want to go! Wearing his 
fluffy cheek pieces again, Ledgy dragged me 
round the paddock, which made me think he 
was well. At home, he was being ridden out by 
Rodrigo Ramos who declared in his vibrant Italian 
accent that “E’s very working fast.” Michelle Marsh 
then put the finishing touches on him. Ledgy 
won comfortably but, at one fence, he made an 
uncharacteristic mistake and Richie slapped him 
with his stick to wake him up, and Ledgy flew the 
rest. Ledgy was our only runner at Bangor, so I had 
the perfect day.

Being back at Cheltenham Racecourse for the 
Showcase was brilliant. As grooms, it is where 
we want to be; March is a long way off but any 

meeting there is important. I got to take Mr Shantu 
for the Pertemps Hurdle Qualifier. The slight bay 
gelding has been in the yard for a couple of years 
and is a firm favourite with everyone. I had led him 
up in June at Worcester when he won, and he 
won again at Warwick since.

 When I declared Mr S to run, I saw the new 
grandstand. Magnificent is one word to describe it, 
as well as impressive, sleek and beautiful. Standing 
with my back to the weighing room, I took in the 
new stand and the walk ways. However, more 
relevant to me was the new ‘dope box’, in the 
same place as the old one but double the size and 
surrounded by non-slip rubber. John Ferguson’s 
Penglai Pavillion, the winner of the first race, had 
the honour of christening it. I did not see inside 
the revolutionary dope box but probably felt 
more impressed with this than the new stands. I 
just hope that one of my horses runs well enough 
to be dope tested at Cheltenham!

A welcome of a different kind greats visitors to Jackdaws Castle

Paddy Cowley on Mr Shantu head to the start in 
front of the magnificent new grandstand

A rueful look from Paddy Cowley, but Mr Shantu 
ran a superb race at Cheltenham to finish second 
and qualify for the Pertemps Final
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