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So this is Christmas, 
and what have you done? 
Another year over 
And a new one just begun 

It’s that time of year when your radio plays the 
familiar tunes and John Lewis create a warm 
glow to offset the cold chill of winter. November 
served up plenty of excitement to keep us 
warm. Smad Place will now take his place at the 
top table of racing after a sublime performance 
in the Hennessy and like Christmas songs of old, 
all our old favourites are making me all nostalgic. 
Cue Card, Simonsig, Bobs Worth, Sprinter Sacre 
and More Of That have all produced heart 
warming performances in recent weeks. Our 
guest columnist in December, Robert Waley-
Cohen, has plans to add to this list of stars as he 
shares with us his plans to get Gold Cup winner, 
Long Run, back into the winners enclosure at the 
Cheltenham Festival in March.

It was a delight to see John Hales back with us 
at Cheltenham’s Open Meeting after his health 
concerns in October and wonderful that it was 
in the winners enclosure with his horse Vicente. 
I should also advise that our President, Alan Lee, 
is also on the recovery road after undergoing 
emergency open heart surgery in November. 
Alan is now back home and I’m sure you will join 
me in wishing Alan a full and speedy recovery – 
all at CTCRC send our warmest wishes.

The Open Meeting saw the official opening 
of the Princess Royal Stand, the feedback 
from all quarters has been extraordinarily 
positive and our columnist Sophia Dale and 
the team at Cheltenham should be justly 

proud of their achievements in completing 
this world class project.

As achievements go, our own Liam Treadwell 
had an outstanding month in November where 
he clocked up a win streak of seven winners 
from just sixteen rides! This form has carried 
over to December where he fired a double at 
Wincanton on December 3 for Venetia Williams. 
With the ground softening it may be wise 
to keep onside with the Williams/Treadwell 
combination in the month ahead.

I received a very nice letter from Cynthia Bussey 
who is one of our longest standing members 
this week. Cynthia wrote to say she enjoyed last 
months’ feature on our 300th magazine edition, 
saying she too had copies going all the way 
back to the 1980’s. Cynthia advised that in those 
days club preview nights were enjoyed at the 
Queens Hotel. 

I close by sending you warmest wishes to you 
and your families for the Christmas period and 
New Year on behalf of the committee.

We look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible at the clubs 5th floor box in the 
Grandstand at the New Years’ Day meeting.

I’ll leave the last word with John and Yoko

A very merry Christmas 
And a happy New Year 
Let’s hope it’s a good one 
Without any fear

Enjoy the racing

Steve Ennis
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ROBERT WALEY COHEN 
GUEST COLUMN
Our special guest this month is a man who 
needs no introduction, Mr Robert Waley-
Cohen, Gold Cup winning owner, Chairman 
of Cheltenham Racecourse and much 
more. CTCRC were delighted to catch up 
with Robert to learn a little bit more about 
one of the most influential men in National 
Hunt racing.

As Chairman of Cheltenham which aspects 
of your role do you enjoy the most?

I’m fortunate to say I have a great board of 
directors and management team who ensure all 
our customers have the best possible raceday 
experience we can give. Our primary focus is 
for the horses and Simon Claisse’s team always 
ensure the racing surface is as good as it can 
be. Thereafter, we want the owners, and the 
racing public to have a great day. We’ve received 
wonderful feedback on the new redevelopment, 
which has been the final piece of a very large 
jigsaw. We believe race goers now have better 
access and greater circulation around the 
racecourse. The viewing has improved along 
with the food and drink offerings and we’ve 
even improved the bathroom facilities. The 

architect’s Robert Limbrick are a local company 
and they interpreted our brief superbly.

What’s the biggest challenge the role provides?

It truly is a multi faceted role. I try to provide a 
sounding board for Ian Renton, who is the South 
West’s regional director. We probably speak 
two or three times a week and sometimes I’m 
able to help Ian with a particular matter or he’s 
able to help me, it works very well. I imagine 
the challenge is that everyone assumes I know 
about every aspect of every matter within 
racing, which I don’t! My job is to continually 
strive to improve the racing on offer. We’ve 
introduced a novice hurdle for the mares at next 
seasons Festival, this supports our plan to offer 
racing over every obstacle, at every distance at 
the highest standard. We want each race at the 
Festival to be the type of race that would be the 
feature of the day at most other meetings.

Where did your passion for racing begin?

I grew up in Devon and my father used to take 
me point-to-pointing at an early age. I then 
started onto riding in point-to-points and 
hunterchases as an amateur in the 70’s and 80’s. 
I rode my only winner at Warwick in a hunter 
chase on a horse trained by Nicky Henderson, 
which Nicky reckons is one of his greatest 
training feats! I finished third in the Foxhunter 
at Cheltenham in 1981 that was won by Grittar 
and ridden by Dick Saunders and had a fourth 
in the 1977 Aintree Foxhunters won by Nicky 
Henderson on Happy Warrior. In truth I was too 
big to really make it as a rider, but fell in love 
with the sport through the point-to-point and 
hunter chasing scene.

The season has been notable for some 
big name comebacks in the form of Bobs 
Worth, Sprinter Sacre, Simonsig and Cue 
Card – how is Long Run?

He’s remarkably well. He last ran in Auteuil in 
May 2014 and suffered an injury on the journey 

home. This demanded ten months box rest. 
This has proved very challenging as he was 
immobilised completely for this period. I’m 
delighted to say he is now in training and was 
only today jumping in our indoor arena. I’m just 
hoping he retains his love for the game. Our 
goal is to go for the Foxhunters at Cheltenham 
in March. In order to qualify he will need to 
win two hunter chases, but to see him back at 
Cheltenham would be a dream come true. He’s 
quite amazing, he’s only 10 but has been in 
training for over seven years. 

Which of your current team of horses are 
you most looking forward to seeing this 
season?

I bought Theatre Territory in May this year and 
she is being trained by Nicky Henderson. I also 
have Polly Peachum who is the highest rated 
mare in the UK and was just touched off by 
Glens Melody in the mares race at Cheltenham 
this year. My goal is to go one better and win the 

grade one mares hurdle with her at Cheltenham 
in March. After that she will be off to stud, so 
hopefully she can win a Grade 1 and Theatre 
Territory can also both get some black type 
against her name. Both are impeccably bred 
and I’m hopeful they will both enjoy successful 
seasons. The third mare is a four year old called 
The Missus who is trained by Warren Greatrex, 
she’s by Presenting and Violet Express so is a full 
sister to Grade 2 winners Rajdhani Express and 
Shatabdi so again looks to have great potential.

I’ve also just taken up a share in the Young 
Master who ran in the Hennessy. With Oscar 
Time now retired I think he could be interesting 
as a Grand National horse in 2017.

Was winning the Gold Cup your proudest 
moment in racing?

Most definitely! Don’t get me wrong, I’d love to 
win the Grand National, after all there’s the prize 
money and the prestige as it’s the most famous 

5

It would be a dream come true to get Long Run back to Cheltenham in March to run in the Foxhunters
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For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at Cheltenham, Chepstow, Ludlow, Stratford, Towcester, 
Warwick and Worcester during the period 30th April 2015 – 23rd April 2016 (Sponsored by the 
Cheltenham and Three Counties Race Club) Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a Third 
4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

 1st  Ben Poste  93 pts 
 2nd  Bridget Andrews  84 pts 
 3rd  Ciaran Gethings  82 pts 
 4th  Jamie Bargary  66 pts 
 5th  Michael Heard  62 pts 
 6th  Tom Bellamy  60 pts 

 Latest placings (up to and including 1st December 2015). Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD

This month’s question for the chance to win two 
premier enclosure badges for any meeting of 
your choice, except the Welsh Grand National, at 
Chepstow racecourse is given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded 
a voucher which can be redeemed for the 
premier badges direct with the racecourse 
office.

Geoff Robbins was the winner of the October 
competition by correctly answering that Dolly 
Parton is the “Legend” entertaining guests at the 
Chepstow Racecourse Party Night on Saturday 
December 5 2015.

Our congratulations, along with a voucher for 
two premier enclosure badges to Chepstow, 

have been sent to Geoff. The winner of the 
November competition will be published in the 
January edition of the magazine.

This question for the December 
Competition is:

Who is the General Catering Manager at 
Chepstow Racecourse? 

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 8th January 2016 at: 14 Ridge Green, 
Shaw, West Swindon, SN5 5PU alternatively, 
e-mail him at tonyandles@aol.com

NB: Please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION

national hunt race. But the fact remains it is a 
handicap and I’m something of a purist and 
believe the Cheltenham Gold Cup is the one you 
most want to win. I felt privileged with Long Run 
in simply having a horse who was good enough 
to compete in the race, but to then see him win, 
with my son riding and doing it in my racing 
colours was all your dreams coming true at once.

You should remember as well that Long Run 
also won a Feltham and two King Georges as 
well as being the 3-year-old hurdling champion 
and 4-year-old chasing champion in France.

Your son Sam has done remarkably well 
as an amateur, especially around Aintree, 
what do you make of his achievements?

You’re right, his win on Rajdhani Express in the 
Topham Chase took his win tally to six victories 
on five different horses. He nearly even coaxed 
Cedre Bleu to victory last December which 
would have made it seven victories. Credit 
should go to the horses, but Sam’s experience 
around Aintree is highly valuable and he’s a 
great rider.

What would be your main ambition for the 
season ahead?

That’s a difficult question, but if Polly Peachum 
could win on the first day of the Festival and 

Long Run win the Foxhunters on the Friday 
there will be no happier person around than me.

Robert Waley-Cohen

In a season where one big come back after 
another is being witnessed you can be sure 
there would be a huge roar of approval were 
Long Run to win the Foxhunters. CTCRC thank 
Robert for making the time to talk to us and 
wish him every success that his ambitions for the 
season can be met.

 

I bought Theatre Territory at this May’s Brightwell sales at Cheltenham and more recently a share in The Young 
Master who we’re going to aim at the 2017 Grand National. 

Polly Peachum (right) will be aimed at the Mares 
Hurdle on the Festival opening day
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Why didn’t I keep my mouth shut eh? I 
mentioned in last month’s column that the 
Open Meeting is traditionally a punters 
paradise, and so it proved.

In fact the tone was set with the very first 
race of the meeting, with Keel Haul landing a 
right touch, having been backed from 25/1 all 
the way down to 10/1. This was one of those 
typical Cheltenham gambles that comes out of 
nowhere, illustrated by the fact that this horse 
was still 25/1 less than two hours before the race 
off time. We saw plenty of money for it in my 
Cheltenham town centre shops, and this winner 
ended up being a five figure loser for us. Put it 
this way, you could buy a brand new BMW with 
the money we paid out 
on this one. A terrible 
start!

Things didn’t get much 
better for us poor 
bookies either, with 
More Of That making 
a winning chase debut 
at 15/8, Josies Orders 
justifying plenty of support at 11/4 in the cross 
country race, and that’s before we even mention 
one of the biggest gambles I’ve ever seen 
landed at Prestbury Park. A Hare Breath was the 
beast in question, having opened up at 20/1 
the night prior to racing, he was swiftly punted 
all the way into 4/1 before most of us had even 
considered the following days card. I was lucky 
enough to sit on the panel with the trainer of 
this one, Ben Pauling, for the Season Preview 

at the Centaur on the Thursday evening. There 
was plenty of talk then about the horse, mostly 
from Nick Luck, but Ben was doing his best to 
play down the market move. The horse had 
apparently been working with some of Nicky 
Hendersons string, and it seemed the cat was 
well and truly out of the bag. Fortunately for me 
the gamble didn’t hurt us locally too much, as all 
of the serious business was done the previous 
night, and most of our trade is taken on the 
morning of a race day. The horse was actually a 
small drifter on the day, returning an SP of 6/1, 
but this ‘bonkers’, Ben Pauling’s words, gamble 
was one that will live long in the memory.

One final kick in the teeth came in the last race, 
when Nina Carberry 
drove Knock House 
home to win the 
Amateurs handicap 
chase at 9/2. Our biggest 
bet of the weekend was 
on this one, a four figure 
bet at 5/1, plus plenty of 
others. A great end to a 
great day…for punters!

Saturday was much better however, with plenty 
of decent priced winners, including Annacotty 
in the Paddy Power Gold Cup at 12/1. A pretty 
good result for the bookies this one, although 
Ladbrokes paying fifth place was costly as the 
well fancied Irish Cavalier filled this spot at 8/1. 
The story of the race was probably the luckless 
Buywise, who once again could find no rhythm 
at all before flying home to grab second. He ran 

a similar race last year when finishing fifth and 
deserves to win a decent pot one day.

Two odds on shots got turned over in the 
opening two races, which would have been 
welcome relief for bookies after ‘Black Friday’. 
The jolly did the business in the last two 
contests however, so it wasn’t all bad news for 
punters.

Sunday was back to 
form though, with four 
of the six races going to 
the favourite, and it was 
once again a very good 
meeting to be a backer, 
not a layer. Betting aside, 
I think we were all thrilled 
to see Sprinter Sacre come back to something 
like his best when winning the Shloer Chase. 
He jumped and travelled like the Sprinter of 
old, and it must have been some thrill for 
Nico de Boinville to finally ride the horse in a 

steeplechase. I was lucky enough to be at the 
course that day, and the reception the old hero 
got was incredible. Let’s hope there are more 
days like this ahead for Sprinter Sacre.

One final point on the Open Meeting, I finally 
got to get up close and personal with the new 
grandstand. I’ve not heard a bad word said 
about the development. I’ve heard plenty of talk 

about the great views and 
the impressive walkway 
that offers an unrivalled 
view of the parade ring, 
but what I was impressed 
with was the facilities 
created inside the 
grandstand. The ground 
floor area was bright 

and inviting, with plenty of TVs and a betting 
facility. Also there are plenty of toilets and it was 
really easy to get a drink, crucial elements for 
the racegoer experience. Well done to those 

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

This “bonkers” 
gamble was one that 

will live long in the 
memory

Smad Place – I have a 
feeling he is slightly 

below Gold Cup class

Keel Haul (left) ridden by James Davies takes the last en route to landing a gamble at Cheltenham’s Open Meeting
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involved for getting it so right.

Well November didn’t let us down did it? The 
following week we saw the return of Vautour 
at Ascot, as well as a victory for the popular 
Rock on Ruby, in what would prove to be the 
former champion hurdlers last race. Vautour 
didn’t impress all with his win, and will not want 
to jump left in the way that he did when he 
lines up for the King George on Boxing Day. He 
remains favourite at 5/2.

The same day Cue Card was well backed at 7/4 
when running away with the Betfair Chase, and 
seems revitalised this season, thanks to a wind 
operation over the summer. He is now 9/2 with 
Ladbrokes for the King George, a race he has 
finished fifth, second and fifth in for the past 
three years.

The following Saturday saw another big race 
won by a horse ridden aggressively, with 
Smad Place winning the Hennessy Gold Cup 
in tremendous style at odds of 7/1. This was 

another one to show the benefit of a wind 
operation, and that combined with a prep run 
helped the Alan King charge improve on his fifth 
place in this race last year. I have a feeling he is 
slightly below Gold Cup class, but if you disagree 
you can take 10/1 now with Ladbrokes for the 
big one.

We’ve also seen seasonal debuts for Faugheen, 
Douvan, Vroum Vroum Mag, and plenty more, 
not all of them trained by Mr Mullins! The 
reigning champion hurdler spoilt his perfect 
record when getting turned over at odds of 1/6, 
and is now 6/4 to retain his crown at the Festival. 
Douvan took his first start over fences in his 
stride however, with victory at 2/11, and he is 
now 6/4 also for the Arkle Trophy. 

Good Luck with your bets, and a Merry 
Christmas to all members.

Adam Hurley

Membership renewal 2016 
At the last AGM in February it was agreed that 
the membership charges should be increased 
due to rising costs. This is the first increase in 
eight years. Single membership in 2016 will be 
£20 and for two people membership is £30. The 
application form is on the club website at  
www.ctcrc.co.uk or you can complete the form 
on page 27 and send cheques to David Bishop, 
our membership secretary.

 

A great Christmas Gift 
Regular stable visits, nine monthly club 
magazines, organised race trips, special offers 
at Worcester and Cheltenham, free entry to 
preview nights and our own monthly club 
nights and regular charity fundraising to a range 
of racing charities – all these things and more 
make being a member of Cheltenham & Three 
Counties Race Club great fun. So why not give a 
gift of membership to a friend this Christmas…..
all this and more for £20….it must be better 
than socks and underpants!

 

November Charity Giving 
The raffle organisers at the Paddy Power 
preview did a superb job in helping to raise 
£791. As such, this money was added to funds 
raised earlier in the year enabling the following 
charities; IJF, Greatwood, Moorcroft Racehorse 
Welfare Centre, Thoroughbred Rehabilitation 
Centre, Cotswold Riding For The Disabled and 
the Racehorse Welfare Centre in Worcester to be 

sent a share of £1,560 in November. Many thanks 
to all club members for the support of these 
charities.

CTCRC Exclusive Box Facility New Years’ 
Day Meeting Cheltenham 
Cheltenham racecourse have kindly made 
available the 5th Floor Suite in the grandstand to 
all CTCRC members – bring your membership 
badges. This exclusive box facility will have free 
tea and coffee plus a cash bar at Cheltenham 
on January 1 2016. Please come along if you can 
and enjoy the days racing with fellow members.

 

January 20 Club Night – The Three 
Counties Equine Hospital Ripple 
A fascinating evening awaits as we will be joined 
by two equine vets from the Three Counties 
Equine hospital in Ripple where we had a club 
trip a few years ago. The evening will throw a 
spotlight on how wind operations, breathing 
problems, tendon injuries , lameness and a 
variety of other conditions are remedied to 
ensure horse welfare is secured at all times. 
8.00pm start, bring your membership cards.

 

Being AP – the Movie 
On November 23 1,300 racing fans ventured 
to the Centaur at Cheltenham to watch the 
world premier of the film Being AP. It was an 
enthralling evening, if you missed it you can 
order the book and film combined for £28 via 
the Racing Post at racingpost.com/shop.

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Rock On Ruby - a great horse who I hope 
enjoys a long and happy retirement
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Our November club night provided us with 
two guests who would interest anyone 
regardless of your interest in racing.

The evening shone a light on Guy Disney and 
Brian Toomey’s fortitude when recovering from 
life threatening injuries. After two hours in the 
company of these remarkable men we heard 
not a single word of self pity, not a shred of 
doubt that they were determined to put their 
trauma’s behind them 
and we were witness to 
two men blessed with 
hugely positive outlooks 
and a high level of 
humour.

Due to Brian being 
delayed in travelling 
back from an 
abandoned race meeting Guy was the first 
to relate his story to our chair for the evening, 
Robert Cooper.

We learned that Guy had enjoyed a seven 
year career on the point to point circuit before 
joining the army and had also enjoyed time 
riding out for our own columnist, Kim Bailey. Guy 
was badly injured in Helmand when serving in 
Afghanistan in 2009 and lost his right leg below 
the knee in a grenade attack. Guy considered 
himself lucky as a fellow 18 year old soldier died 
in the same attack. While recovering in Selly 
Oak in an army hospital Guy was nicknamed 
“flesh wound” by other soldiers who were even 
more seriously injured. Positivity was the source 
of Guy’s recovery and he was helped by letters 

from people such as Fergie Sutherland who 
had lost a leg in South Korea – he wrote to say 
Guy would get back in the saddle. Guy learned 
also that Frank Wise, who had lost a leg and had 
three fingers blown off, won the Fairyhouse 
Grand National way back in 1929, beating 65 
rivals....”if he could do it, so could I” was Guy’s 
attitude.

Guy was typically self deprecating saying “I rode 
badly before losing my 
leg and I still ride badly 
now”. One year after the 
accident, Guy was back 
riding out for Kim Bailey 
but was turned down 
when applying for his 
riders license in 2010. The 
BHA supplied a series of 

reasons saying “why not”. However, fortune was 
to turn for Guy when he signed up to go on 
an expedition for injured soldiers to the North 
Pole. On this trip he met Dr David Carey who 
had pursued functional tests with pilots to allow 
them to get back in the cockpit and saw Guy’s 
case as a good test case. He represented Guy for 
free for four years and they found that placing 
the artificial limb on backwards achieved the 
necessary safety standards.

The re application for a riders license worked 
and in 2014 Guy won his license back. Guy now 
enjoys regular racing on the point to point 
circuit.

Brian Toomey has also returned to riding having 
won back his riders license after two years in 

which most would have given him no chance 
of returning after a horrific fall at Perth in July 
2013. So bad was the fall, medics said Brian was 
actually dead for six seconds and his family were 
called over from Ireland as his condition was 
considered so grave that he wasn’t expected 
to make it through the night of the injury. His 
odds of survival were put at 3% after his fall 
from Solway Dandy. Brian advised that he has 
no recollection of 
his first 157 days in 
hospital, but by day 
738 Brian achieved 
the impossible by 
returning to the 
saddle aboard 
Kings Grey at Southwell.

Brian had half his scull removed and a titanium 
plate inserted. Before his accident he had a 
career that was progressing around a variety of 
northern yards that had brought 57 winners. His 
return has seen Brian get a job at David Pipe’s 
but the addiction for winners is as strong as 
ever and today’s frustration has nothing to do 
with the injury, it’s just the craving to return to 
the winners enclosure. Brian made little of his 
recovery and suggested this wasn’t actually 
his goal, instead the goal is to get back in the 
groove of riding winners. Being a cousin of JT 
and Robbie McNamara Brian considers himself 
a very lucky man. Brain quipped that his time is 
frustrating at present as he has the best agent 

in the business in the form of Dave Roberts, but 
he fears Dave Roberts has lost his number. Brian 
acknowledged that maybe trainers are nervous 
about giving him rides due to the previous 
injury, but he remains determined to carry on 
and prove the doubters wrong.

Brian was aware that he could have taken 
£60,000 insurance following his injuries which 
might have helped him get started in a different 

career direction, 
but he declined 
this suggesting 
the addiction of 
wanting to ride 
was too great. 

Asked whether he felt lady riders should receive 
a 3lb claim Brian retorted “I’m not naming any 
names but some of the lady riders are more 
manly than me”!

Asked how Guy’s injury had affected him today, 
Guy claimed he plays to his strengths and “I’m 
hellish at shin kicking”.

Such humour has clearly served these two 
men well and the applause at the close of the 
evening was loud and long for our inspirational 
guests, all should take care not to doubt them 
in whatever they set their sights on in the future, 
we wish them well.

Steve Ennis 

NOVEMBER
CLUB NIGHT

Guy finished third in the Royal Artillery Gold Cup at Sandown in February and Brian returned to the saddle on 
Kings Grey at Southwell in July

I’m not naming any 
names but some of 
the lady riders are 

more manly than me

I rode badly before I lost my 
leg and I still ride badly now
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A smaller than usual audience were in 
attendance at the Centaur for the Paddy 
Power preview night.

Our very own Adam Hurley made a 
commendable debut appearance on the panel 
of guests chaired by Oli Bell and supported by 
Tom Scudamore, Ben Pauling and Nick Luck.

The first half of the evening saw the panel 
review the hurdling scene. Nick Luck lamented 
that the UK two mile division is very poor at the 
moment which leaves Faugheen some way 
clear of his rivals, albeit his subsequent defeat 
makes the division look a little more open. Tom 
Scudamore made a case for My Tent Or Yours 
as a horse on the comeback trail, Ben Pauling 
added that Faugheen’s prominent running style 
could help My Tent Or Yours and the year off he 
has had may have actually benefited the horse.

On the World Hurdle Tom advised that Un 
Temps Pour Tout will be going chasing, the 
panel anticipated Annie Power will go for the 
Mares hurdle, as Willie Mullins views a win 
as a win at the Festival. This point has been 
highlighted further by news of Annie Power 
having a setback that won’t see her on the track 
again until the Festival. Cole Harden’s season is 
being aimed solely at retaining his crown and 
the panel felt he is the value at 12/1.

Two other horses were flagged as being of 
interest. Bobs Worth needs no introduction, 
but with the Gold Cup likely to be hugely 

competitive, it might make sense to aim Bobs 
Worth at the blue ribbon staying hurdle event 
as his record is five from five over hurdles. He 
can be backed at 25/1 on Betfair. Even more 
imagination is needed when considering the 
chances of Clondaw Court. He will be nine by 
the time of the Festival and has only had four 
runs under rules. Each of these have been facile 
odds on victories in Ireland over 2m – 2m7f. 
However, your attention improves when you 
hear the words Mullins, Walsh, Ricci. He is also 
available at 25/1, or at least that was the case 
until he ran in the Hattons Grace Hurdle at 
Fairyhouse on November 29, his first run in over 
a year where he trailed in last of six in a grade 
one behind Arctic Fire. A big imagination is 
indeed needed to see him win.

Of the novices the panel were agreed in that it 
is far too early to assess properly. Ben Pauling 
suggested Barters Hill will go for the Challow 
Hurdle first, he then might get a run at Trials day 
at Cheltenham to see if he handles the track and 
then to Cheltenham. 

The second half of the evening turned the 
panels attention to the chasing divisions. Tom 
shared that Western Warhorse is still as mad as 
a box of frogs, he is back in training but the yard 
are not entirely happy as it takes four yard staff 
to enable Tom just to get on the horses back. 
None of the panel felt Un De Sceaux was an 
11/10 shot for the Champion Chase at this stage 
of the season, Ben Pauling suggested 14/1 on 
Simonsig would be of much more interest. He 
hasn’t had much racing and could return to the 
top table. Ben advised that when he worked at 
Nicky Henderson’s it was Simonsig who stood 
out for him even beyond Sprinter Sacre which is 
some accolade.

Nick Luck gave a good word for Sizing John in 
the Arkle at 12/1 and Ben Pauling flagged L’Ami 
Serge at 14/1 in the same race. I third option 
offered by Tom was for Garde La Victoire at 

16/1. All however, will need to get the better of 
Douvan who subsequently impressed in his first 
try over the bigger obstacles in November.

The panel were as one in believing Coneygree 
was the horse to beat in the Gold Cup and 
couldn’t quite fathom why he wasn’t favourite 
for the big one in March.

The most memorable talking points of the 
evening came when the spotlight turned to the 
Paddy Power meeting. Oli Bell asked the panel 
about a piece of work Kings Palace had done 
at Chepstow, suddenly the whole panel went 
very coy until eventually, in almost confessional 
style, the cat was out of the bag that the horse 
should be backed at 7/1. History, will tell you that 
the outcome was quite different as the Pipe yard 

endured a particularly difficult 
weekend at the Paddy Power 
meeting.

By contrast, Ben Pauling’s dark 
horse tip could hardly have 
been under a brighter spotlight. 
Running on the Friday after an 
absence of 695 days A Hare 
Breath had opened on the 
Thursday evening around 4.30pm 
at 25/1, by the time we were 
discussing the horse his price 
had collapsed to 6/1. Ben claimed 
none of his yard had been able 
to get on the horse and he had 

no idea why it should be backed 
as confidently as it had been. Wind 

forward 24 hours and it was visible to all as A 
Hare Breath hacked up by 2 ¼ lengths, giving 
Ben his first winner at Cheltenham.

As the audience scribbled the name down 
it contributed not only to an enjoyable, but 
profitable evening for most of them.

Dark Horses to follow:

Adam Hurley – Min 
Ben Pauling – A Hare Breath 
Nick Luck – Anatol 
Tom Scudamore – Far From Defeat 
Oli Bell – Monbeg Theatre

Steve Ennis

PADDY POWER 
PREVIEW 
EVENING

Tom Scudamore expresses confusion at the fact that Coneygree is 
priced higher for the Gold Cup than Vautour
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I was only involved with one runner at the 
Paddy Power meeting at Cheltenham. It 
was Vicente who I own with Foggy,  
Ian Fogg.

When I saw him he looked magnificent and I 
was convinced he would run well. I got £50 out 
which I was holding when in the parade ring Paul 
Nicholls said to Sam we cannot beat the favourite 
as he had won the French Champion Hurdle. 
Vicente was 16/1 in a six horse race so on the way 
to the lawn I passed the bookies with my £50 still 
in my hand. I was still holding the money when 
Vicente travelling well came up the hill to win at 
16/1. I am not a big gambler and rarely bet on my 
own horses. Paul said afterwards that Vicente’s 
run was outstanding which I thought was the 
understatement of the day.

The three days gave us the opportunity to have 
a good look at the new stand and we were all 
very impressed. The Owners and Trainers facility 
has been exceptionally well planned especially 
if you have a horse running. You can watch the 
race from the balcony and you can walk from 
the second floor to be in plenty of time to see 
the horses returning to the parade ring and the 
unsaddling enclosure.

We have just returned from Newbury after 
a wet but very enjoyable Hennessy day. We 
ran Ibis Du Rheu in a handicap hurdle and I 
was delighted with his performance after his 
poor performances as a three year old. Ibis 
is now much stronger and after he settled 
in the race produced a good jumping and 

staying performance. He will make a very 
good three mile chaser one day. We stayed for 
the Hennessey which is a race we have a soft 
spot for because it was this race that set One 
Man off for a great career. This was another 

fantastic performance from another Grey. Smad 
Place’s performance was very very impressive 
and he ran them ragged in difficult ground. 
You will never see a better Hennessy winning 
performance than that.

Next week we are off to see Unioniste in the 
Becher Chase at Aintree. I think it is important 
that we give him as much experience as 
possible over the Grand National fences. Sunday 
will be a big day when we go to Huntingdon 
for the Peterborough chase with Al Ferof. Dan 
Skelton has done a great job with him and I 
hope you will see all of the old enthusiasm, a 
good performance will see him go to the King 
George on Boxing Day.

One of the most important days in the season 
is likely to take place at Warwick on December 
10. Everything crossed but this is when On 

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

Blueberry Hill finally makes the racecourse. 
Purchased at the Brightwells sale by David 
Maddocks, Ian Fogg, Barry Fulton and yours 
truly he has yet to see a racecourse in England 
having won a good Bumper race in Ireland 
at Fairyhouse. He broke down with a tendon 
injury . His leg was fired and twelve months later 
went back into training. We then received the 
dreaded call to say he had broken down again 
and it was in the same place. That is normally 
the end of the road for a racehorse but the 
Domino Boys sent him to Dan Skelton for one 

last try. With a little TLC and 
plenty of patience we are 
now close to seeing him 
finally make the racecourse. 
It will be in the Bumper for 
which he will carry a penalty. 
The Domino Boys will carry 
on dreaming.

People keep asking me 
about Aux Ptits Sions. We 
call him Sergio and he has 
had a very difficult time. 
In the Summer he had an 
abscess which took a long 
time to clear up. He then 
had a nasal discharge that 
has proved a nightmare. 
His first operation was to 
remove a cyst under a 

local anesthetic. It was then established that 
the main cause was an infected tooth which 
subsequently fractured and had to be removed. 
The problem still persisted and he was operated 
on again last week standing up under a local 
anaesthetic . This did not work so at the end of 
last week he underwent another operation but 
this time under a full anaesthetic. At last we are 
hoping the problem has been resolved and the 
vets are pleased with his progress. The senior vet 
Henry Tremaine returns today from Sourh Africa 
and will hopefully discharge Sergio tomorrow 
November 30.

The plan then is to send him to Claire Dyson 
to go on the walker and the water treadmill 
under the watchful eye of Becky Rowlands 
our vet. Fingers crossed that if he continues to 
progress he will return to Paul Nicholls week 
commencing January 4 where he will be trained 
for the World Hurdle at the Festival.

John Hales

Smad Place... You will 
never see a better 
Hennessy winning 

performance than that

Sam Twiston-Davies and Vicente (left) clear the last from Un Temps Pour 
Tout to win the mallardjewellers.com Novices’ Chase.

The Domino Boys will be praying On Blueberry Hill 
will enjoy his first run at Warwick on December 10
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Don’t we Brits like to complain about the 
weather?

A typical conversation goes.. Good morning 
how are you? Fine thanks. Bloody awful 
weather though?

Weather is something trainers watch the whole 
time and I defy any trainer not to have at least 
two weather apps on their phone, or in their 
favourites on the computer.

My rain gauge is checked daily and my BBC or 
Accu Weather App is 
viewed at least four 
times a day.

An enthusiastic owner 
with the programme 
book rings to discuss 
his horse and possible 
entries.

Shall we enter so and so 
at Exeter?

No point as he wants 
good ground; it is 
already heavy at Exeter and it is not likely to dry 
up this side of March?

Bloody shame as I thought that race was ideal 
for my horse. .What about Lingfield?

Heavy.. So the conversation goes on.

Yes, the weather is a trainers nightmare and we 
have so much in common with our farming 
friends, we are never happy and always have a 
reason to complain?

It is a funny world and an odd way to make a 
living, training racehorses. I am always being 
asked what is it like? And how many times have 
you heard me say it, but training racehorses 
is like being a head master at a school. Full of 
imponderables and the weather is just one that 
is regularly sent to try us.

I love my job. I love horses, I love training them 
and I love meeting the broad spectrum of 
people it brings in. It is a way of life. What do I 
hate about it? The planning of races rarely goes 

right and the driving 
on our roads would 
send any sane man 
to drink, something 
trainers are usually 
pretty good at?

Moving on. Another 
great Hennessy 
winner - there really 
has been some 
magnificent jump 
racing recently. Smad 
Place made the heavy 

ground at Newbury look like good ground, he 
powered over the surface and made it look so 
easy. Smad Place has always threatened to be a 
good horse and it looks like Alan King’s patience 
has been rewarded.

Newbury where the Hennessy is run in my 
opinion still has a long way to go before it 
returns to its former glory. Their prize money 
is moderate, which for a grade one course 
is not good. We have, as have all race goers, 

KIM BAILEY
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suffered from their building programme so now 
please lets’ put that behind us and make this 
racecourse the true graded track it should be.

The week before we had Ascot. I am a huge fan 
of Ascot and although they don’t attract huge 
entries they certainly 
know how to look 
after you when you 
go there. It really is a 
great racecourse and 
I just love their grand 
stand. It is warm, 
comfortable and 
easy to move around. 
Talking of new grand 
stands Cheltenham has rightly received rave 
reviews from all who ventured to the races 
over the Paddy Power meeting. The new 
walk way behind the paddock has increased 
the atmosphere, and did you notice how few 
people actually watched the racing from the 
paddock? I believe that will change as the big 
screen is fabulous and can be viewed from both 
side. Cheltenham can be very proud of what 
they have achieved.

I believe Jump racing is in a good position 
and we should still encourage improvement; 

we are not an international sport like our flat 
racing friends so we should, and do make our 
sport special.

Christmas is just around the corner and it is a 
time when racing is at its’ busiest. It is always a 

trying time for trainers 
and staff alike. Horses 
need looking after 
and Christmas is just 
another working day 
for us all. I just hope 
all who go racing 
appreciate what our 
staff do for us.

On that note have a very good, prosperous 
Happy Christmas and New Year.

Kim Bailey

Kim Bailey Racing Ltd 
Thorndale Farm, Andoversford 
Cheltenham, Glos. GL54 4LL 
T: 01242 890241 F: 01242 890193 
M: 07831 416859 
Kimbaileyracing.com

 

I love my job. I love 
horses, I love training 

them and I love meeting 
the broad spectrum of 

people it brings in. It is a 
way of life

Horses need looking 
after and Christmas is 

just another working day 
for us all

Ascot Racecourse, left, sets a standard that Newbury still has some way to go to match.
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I had to act quickly this month to get time 
with Liam Treadwell who has been very 
busy as the season steps up into full gear, 
writes Steve Ennis. Here’s some of his 
reflections on a busy month.

Your season appears to have moved up a 
gear in recent weeks, would you agree?

It’s been fantastic, I had a 43/1 double for 
Venetia at Wincanton yesterday with back to 
back wins on Kap Jazz and Aachen. This was 
preceded by a surreal spell in early November 
where I had seven wins in sixteen rides at the 
start of the month. There were two doubles and 
I had a record month in having more than 50 
rides, fingers crossed, this can continue through 
the season. Best of all is that I rode winners 
for a variety of trainers including James Evans, 
Michael Scudamore and Venetia.

Which of these winners were the stand out 
performances?

It’s always good to have a Saturday winner on 
TV and Pepite Rose did just that at Aintree with 
a career best performance. I was also really 
taken by the performance of Kingswell Theatre 
at Market Rasen. It was a novice chase and he 
jumped for fun, but he was really impressive 
in the manner in which he galloped smoothly 
throughout and all the way to the line. He’s 
definitely one to watch at around three miles 
and will progress. With Monbeg Dude side lined 
Michael might have unearthed another to follow 
in his steps.

I also really enjoyed my ride on another of 
Venetia’s called Achille who ran at Ascot in late 
November, he finished a close 5th but jumped 
superbly throughout and was one of the nicest 
horses I’ve ever jumped round Ascot with. He’s 
only five and I’m sure has a bright future.

Another Venetia horse with a big future could 
be Saroque. He ran in the 2m 7f chase at 
Newcastle on the weekend of the Fighting Fifth. 
He proved to be really game, having led for 
most of the race he got passed by some quicker 
horses, however, from two out he really dug in 
and rallied all the way to the finish. I can imagine 
him developing into a Welsh National type 
horse in the future as he has bags of stamina, 
jumps well and has a real desire to keep going.

What did you make of the Fighting Fifth & 
the Hennessy?

It’s becoming 
increasingly apparent 
that the Irish two 
milers are stronger 
than the UK crop. 
Identity Thief became 
the latest Irish horse 
to show the extra 
level of class that 
appears to cover the 
Irish two mile division. I can’t really see where an 
English challenge will come from to overturn the 
likes of Faugheen, Nichols Canyon or Arctic Fire.

Smad Place by contrast looked superb, maybe 
we saw a future Grand National winner?

Tom Scudamore mentioned, Far From 
Defeat, one of his brothers horses as one to 
follow at the recent Paddy Power preview?

That’s a nice coincidence as he was the first 
horse I picked in my October column of horses 
to follow this season. He ran in early October 
at Hexham where we really fancied him to do 

well. Unfortunately 
he never travelled 
that day and I 
pulled him up, 
however, it came 
to light that he 
had a virus. He’s 
now recovered 
from that and is 
showing really well 

on the gallops so we’re confident he can get 
on the scoreboard fairly soon.

And your wish for Christmas...

It’s always the same, keep fit, keep getting the 
rides and if Santa can give me a few winners, 
especially on a Saturday on the TV then I’ll 
enjoy a cheeky mince pie on Christmas Day. 

Merry Christmas to all the members at CTCRC!

Liam Treadwell

I can’t really see where 
an English challenge will 

come from to overturn the 
likes of Faugheen, Nichols 

Canyon or Arctic Fire

Shades of Dessie…..Smad Place 
flies over the ditch on his way to 

a stunning Hennessy win

Identify Thief snatches the Fighting Fifth to cement 
Irish dominance in the mile hurdle division
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December arrives and we are now deep 
into the season, which as usual seems to 
be flying by!

The Open was a great success and I hope any 
of you who attending enjoyed the day. Friday 
was one of the busiest days that we have had on 
course in my time at Cheltenham what with the 
TBA National Hunt Stallion Parade, AP doing the 
dressage in the paddock with Charlotte Dujardin 
and then the opening, as well as six races to enjoy!

The Princess Royal did a wonderful speech 
when she opened the stand, we were told that 
she might say a few words, but she said such 
great things about the industry and her love of 
the sport which was lovely. She really enjoyed 
her tour of the stand and no doubt she will be 
visiting it often over the season.

In terms of the racing, it was 
great to see local trainer Ben 
Pauling have this first winner 
at Cheltenham. Annacotty 
was a wonderful result for 
Mrs Prowting and Alan 
King, as well as Ian Popham 
whose girlfriend works in 
the hospitality department 
in the office. The weekend 
was rounded off by Sprinter 
Sacre running so well on the 
Sunday and the reception 
that the crowd gave him really 
meant that it was a wonderful 
few days.

It was interesting standing in the winners 
enclosure as Annacotty and Sprinter Sacre came 
back to the area, as the crescent walkway lends 
itself so much to the atmosphere in that area - 
just think what it will be like come March?

For those of you who attended, we hope that 
you enjoyed the season preview. Nick Luck was 
a great stand in asset for Nick Scholfield – he is 
such a natural and his form knowledge is just 
unbelievable. I’d love to know how many hours 
he spends looking at the form. All in all I thought 
the whole panel were really good, now we just 
need to work out who is going to take part 
for the Festival preview. Ideas on a postcard to 
Doug and Peter please!

I really enjoy the December meeting, great 
racing over the two days and not as much 

pressure as we have during 
The Open. We will have a 
new race to enjoy as well, the 
OLBG Mares Handicap Hurdle, 
which I am sure will be a really 
interesting addition to the 
card. We are big supporters of 
mares races at Cheltenham, 
after all, half the foals born 
each spring are fillies so they 
should be supported in their 
racing career just as much 
as the geldings! We will also 
have a race remembering 
Raymond Mould, who died 
recently but was such a 
great supporter of racing 
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and someone who enjoyed great success at 
Cheltenham. Raymond, along with his wife, own 
Sprinter Sacre; I am sure he would have loved 
Sprinter coming back at The Open and winning 
the Shloer Chase.

We do of course have the New Year’s Day 
meeting coming up as well, after which it is 
‘heads down’ and big focus on The Festival. We 
plan for the meeting all year but it’s really after 
New Year’s Day that it all starts to come to life, 
although the team moved in to start building 
the triple decker (which sits alongside the course 
between the final fence and the second last) on 
the 30th November so they have been working 
on it for a few weeks now – just the casual 
2.8miles of internal walls to install between now 
and Tuesday 15th March next year.

I am sure that a few of you have seen the AP 
McCoy film – Being AP, which we showed 
in The Centaur at the end of November. We 
worked with the filming team a lot over the 
past 18months when they were on site and it 

was great that we were able to use our cinema 
screen for an event like that. The feedback 
about the film has been amazing, I am sure the 
producers, Nick Ryle and director Antony Wonke 
must be delighted with it all. If you haven’t seen 
it already then I suggest you do so.

I wish you all a happy Christmas and a wonderful 
New Year. We shall look forward to seeing you 
here on New Year’s Day.

Sophia Dale 

Dates for the season

Friday 11th, Saturday 12th December –  
 The International 
Friday 1st January – New Year’s Day 
Saturday 30th January – Festival Trials Day 
Tuesday 15th, Wednesday 16th, Thursday 
17th, Friday 18th March – The Festival 
www.cheltenham.co.uk

Annacotty, ridden by Ian Popham flies up the hill past the new Princess Royal stand to win the Paddy Power Chase

Raymond Mould will be 
remembered at Cheltenham with a 
race named in his honour
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Derek. He 
has worked 
here 
since the 
summer, 
and 
previously 
worked for 
Alan King 
and Robert 
and Sally 
Alner.

 Comp won 
the bumper 
really well 
and it was 

Derek’s first winner for the yard. Before the race, 
one of the racecourse staff approached me to say 
Comp had won best-turned-out. When asked for 
the groom’s name, I wavered, stumped on the 
pronunciation. “Derek...Jones” was my answer. 
The money was split between Derek, Mikey and 
me as I had plaited the mane and tail.

 Two head travelling lads who are friends of mine 
told me funny stories of similar circumstances. 
I will keep their identities secret though! One 
said, he was always getting the names of his 
two Indian colleagues muddled and, once, in an 
indecisive moment said both Kahn and Singh 
and the racecourse presenter had thought he 
had said “Can’t sing.” Another one said that their 
grooms change so frequently that he “makes up 
names all the time!”

 The journey home was as enjoyable as the 
rest of the day. There were no heavy sighs 
accompanying my choice of country music. The 
younger members of staff bring mind-scrambling 
trance music or ask for Radio 1, both of which I 
refuse. Derek and I had a lovely time, listening to 
Garth Brooks and Kacey Musgraves.

 The yard was given a gigantic boost when More 
Of That won on the Friday of the Paddy Power 

meeting. We lack the top quality horses of other 
big yards and Taquin Du Seuil had recently been 
treated for an injury, which has sidelined him for 
a while. Seeing “Morey” skip over the last and 
thunder up the hill like he had done in the 2014 
World Hurdle brought a huge feeling of relief. 
Gabriela Gacova, his long term groom, was a 
tearful wreck in the winner’s enclosure – and 
who can blame her? She had been nervous 
for days and her emotions snapped like a taut 
rubber band.

 After pulling up at Chepstow, Oscar Fortune has 
been retired from racing on veterinary advice. I 
felt sad as I have looked after Ozzie for three years 
and felt such an accomplishment in overcoming 
his nervousness. He changed from being 
permanently scared to pretty friendly. For years, 
he is the first horse that I have looked after to rise 
in the ranks from a bumper winner (Wetherby) 
to a chase winner at Haydock in February. Ozzie 
won two hurdle races in-between at Huntingdon 
and Carlisle, when he was number 3998 of A.P 
McCoy’s 4000. I also got to take him on two 
overnights to Kelso and Ayr. I remember being 
delighted in January when I started riding him 
at home and kept the ride on him this autumn. 
I am overjoyed he has now got a lovely home 
with new owner Sarah Arkell, where he will have 
a holiday before being retrained for eventing and 
showing. Yet, I am sorry he has left and I will miss 
him and his peculiar nature.

Only a couple of days later, my Don’t Be Late, 
nicknamed Grumpy, also retired. He has been 
sent to Seamus Mackay, who retrains ex-racers for 
other jobs. He has had many horses from us, most 
of which have gone onto successful careers in 
other disciplines.

On November 17, Capard King made a winning 
debut over fences. He will always hold the 
honour of being A.P’s final ever winner. I led him 
up that day and again at Southwell. ‘Cappy’ is a 
great horse and is trained from the field with his 
best buddy Catching On. It was a joy to watch 
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On October 29, Alan Berry had not even 
tacked up his first lot when he was seen 
sprinting out of the yard. Later that day, 
Alan’s daughter Eva was born. Huge 
congratulations go to Alan and his wife, Lisa.

Now the head lad of the satellite yard at Slade, 
Alan was once a successful amateur jockey, riding 
winners at the Cheltenham and Punchestown 
festivals. He also looked after Grand National hero 
Don’t Push It and presently rides More Of That 
out daily. Lisa once worked at Jackdaws Castle, 
where they met, and also spent years working for 
Nigel Twiston-Davies 
and Fergal O’Brien. Up 
until maternity leave, 
Lisa worked for the 
saddlery Mangan and 
Webb in Stow-on-the-
Wold, kitting out many 
of the young lads with 
jockey gear.

I had two runners 
on the same day at different tracks: Holywell in 
the Charlie Hall and Lost Legend in the Sodexo 
Gold Cup at Ascot. Occasionally, this happens 
and we do not actually get the choice, but just 
get sent with whichever horse is best. This time, 
I would not have minded where I was sent to, 
so was pretty excited to be going with Holywell 
for the first time. He is a small horse with a sweet 
character, always sniffing at my pockets for treats. 
Michelle Marsh was going to Ascot, so I knew 
Ledgy was in good hands.

There had been too much rain and the ground 

was way too soft. Holywell was great to lead 
up, jogging at my side and I felt proud to be 
with him. He jumped well and Richie McLernon 
had a fantastic spin round. Cue Card was a 
worthy winner and it was satisfying to see 
Paddy Brennan on board.

Lost Legend gave Andrew Tinkler a fun ride, 
leading for most of the way round and just 
was not good enough to win. Yet, Ledgy did 
me proud and won the best-turned-out. At 
Wetherby, Flo Willis won two turn-outs, the first 
with her Beg To Differ and later on with the grey 

Champagne At Tara. 
Holywell did not win 
best-turned-out in the 
Charlie Hall but, I think, 
Many Clouds did and 
I would never mind 
losing to the current 
Grand National winner.

On the journey home, 
I was driving down 

the motorway as a blue two-box sped past, 
beeping its horn. Flo was too busy trying to read 
the number plate to notice the person pulling a 
moony out of the passenger side window. It was 
hilarious and the mystery of whose lorry it was 
has yet to be solved.

Bangor races, on November 11, was fun. 
Compadre ran for the first time. He is a cute 
four-year-old by Yeats. At home, ‘Comp’ is looked 
after and ridden by Mikey Walton but was led up 
by Zdenek Rezac. As this Czech name is pretty 
impossible to pronounce, Zdenek is known as 

Seeing “Morey” skip over 
the last and thunder up the 
hill like he had done in the 

2014 World Hurdle brought 
a huge feeling of relief

Alan Berry – October 29 proved a 
day to remember
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Cappy soar over the fences.

Storm Barney had a lot to answer for. The wind 
pushed, yanked and prodded the lorry all the 
way back. Mercilessly, there was little rain but the 
lorry felt like a bottle tossed about on rough seas. 
Finally at home, on lowering the ramp, the wind 
snatched at the partitions, whipped the horses’ 
rugs from their backs, rattled the nearby shutter 
doors and made the heat lamps in the stables 
dance eerily. Every time the lorries are used, they 
have to be left immaculate, which is easier in the 
2-boxes than the 4-box. I use an old dandy brush 
as a scrubbing brush and clean every inch and 
wash it out with the fire hose. I turn the hose onto 
full power and blast away, scrub a bit, sweep out 
excess water and rinse it about three times. The 
wind seemingly mocked me and kept blowing in 
leaves. Eventually when I was on my way home, a 
tree had fallen down on Stanway Hill, so I had to 
take a detour round Winchcombe. Once home, 
my wheelie bins had blown over. Yet, there is 

nothing lovelier than being in 
bed, listening to a gale, rather 
than riding out in it!

Betfair Chase Day started 
snowy and freezing; the roads 
resembling an ice rink. Holywell 
and I left for Haydock at 6:45, 
happily leaving the inhospitable, 
arctic Cotswolds behind. The 
wind was again powerful so we 
drove steadily up the motorway 
– even the two-box was being 
buffeted.

Haydock was chilly but had 
had no snow. I was there extra 
early so had time to pop to the 
equine superstore, Robinson’s, 
a mere mile away from the 
racecourse. I went with a friend 
who is a head travelling lad, who 
had been instructed to buy a 
horsey reindeer outfit for the 

yard’s Christmas card. Puce with embarrassment, 
he picked out antlers, an exercise sheet red with 
white fluffy binding like a Santa Claus and four 
matching leg warmers. He drew the line at the 
jingle bells for the reins. Gleefully, I watched as he 
stuffed everything into a bag and swore me to 
secrecy.

Holywell ran another good race in the Betfair 
Chase – fourth on ground, once again, that was 
too soft. He is such a game little horse. Cue Card 
was a brilliant winner and gave Paddy Brennan his 
second victory in the race. Holywell won the best-
turned-out, which was a little jammy as no other 
runner was plaited up. I was thrilled as I have led 
up in the race three times and clocked up the fine 
strike rate of a turn out and second place in 2009, 
a win in 2010, all with Imperial Commander, and a 
turn out and fourth place in 2015.

Jo Collinson

AP, me and Capard King –  
Capard has now won his first 
novice chase

Holywell, Richie McLernon and 
me at the Betfair Chase

CHELTENHAM AND THREE COUNTIES 
RACE CLUB APPLICATION FORM 2016
Tick the style of application and whether you wish to receive the magazine by post or online

New Application ❏ Renewal Application ❏
Club Magazine Posted ❏ Magazine Online ❏
Forename (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)* ...............................................................................................................................................................

Surname ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Forename (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)* ...............................................................................................................................................................
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To save on costs relating to printing and posting the monthly magazine it can be downloaded 
from our website www.ctcrc.co.uk each month. If you are willing to download the magazine can 
you e-mail the magazine editor Steve Ennis at steve.ennis1@btinternet.com. This will ensure that we 
have the correct e-mail address to alert you to the fact that the magazine is available to download.

Monthly Charity Donation 
One of the main aims of the Club is to make donations to racing charities. Each month a donation 
of £50 is made to one of the following charities in turn. If there are any other horse related charities 
that you feel the Club should support please add their name here:

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The Injured Jockeys Fund | Racing Welfare | Moorcroft Racing Welfare Centre  
Greatwood – Caring for retired racehorses | Re training of Racehorses | Riding for the 

Disabled | Thoroughbred Rehabilitation Centre | Brooke Hospital for Animals

Please make cheques (single membership £20. Double membership at same address £30),  
Payable to “Cheltenham and Three Counties Race Club” and return with this application form to:- 

David Bishop, 7 Great Rissington, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. GL54 2LP
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