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I open our New Year edition with the 
saddest of news that on December 19 our 
Club President, Alan Lee, died suddenly at 
the age of 61.

Alan was a huge supporter of our club and 
often chaired our preview nights, while making 
regular contributions to our club magazine. His 
loss has been keenly felt across the whole racing 
community and our thoughts and prayers go to 
his two children Vicky and James.

Rob Wright, who was Alan’s colleague at The 
Times newspaper for the past 16 years has 
provided an eloquent tribute to Alan on pages 
4-5. This tribute is ably supported by reflections 
from two of Alan’s great racing friends Edward 
Gillespie and Chris Coley on pages 6-7 and 8-9 
respectively.

Alan was at Cheltenham for the International 
meeting on December 12 and like you and I, he 
relished the sight of the two milers, Old Guard, 
Sempre Medici and Hargam hurdling the last 
in unison and giving their all on the climb to 
the line. From the Princess Royal stand it was a 
magnificent sight.

The month closed with outstanding 
performances from the likes of Faugheen, 
Douvan, Barters Hill and Cue Card who won a 
pulsating King George.

John Ferguson, eighth in the trainers 
Championship announced his departure, while 
Lizzie Kelly announced her arrival, making 
history with a grade one win aboard Tea For Two 
in the Kauto Star Novice Chase on Boxing Day. 
The man who said she should get an allowance 
got a knighthood instead, arise Sir Anthony 
McCoy, how Alan would have approved.

Our special guests this month are two men 

linked by one horse – Cole Harden. On pages 
10-11 we hear from owner Robin Eynon and 
trainer Warren Greatrex on the special moments 
the horse has provided and may yet still deliver 
as he seeks to retain his World Hurdle crown 
in March. His third in the Relkeel on New Years’ 
Day pleased both trainer and owner as Warren 
reflected “I’ve got ten weeks to get him ready 

and I know I can get him better than he was last 
March. I’m happy.” 

I close with a thought for Alan. When reading 
any Alan Lee article or speaking to the man 
personally you were left with the certainty that 
he was first and foremost a racing fan. The sport 
has lost one of its’ greatest communicators.

Our Club has lost a fine 
President, but he more than 
any other would encourage 
you to enjoy the racing.

Rest in peace Alan

Steve Ennis

WELCOMECONTENTS

Sir AP McCoy led the tributes to 
Alan Lee, our Club President and 
The Times award winning racing 
correspondent.

“I am deeply saddened and shocked 
by the news. I’ve known Alan for many 
years and had the great pleasure of 
speaking to him regularly at The Times. 
Alan was a lovely man to work with. My 
thoughts are with his family and friends.”

Hargam, Old Guard and Sempre Medici provide a 
thrilling climax to the Stan James International 
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CTCRC are grateful to Rob Wright for 
kindly submitting this tribute to Alan Lee, 
his work colleague of the last 16 years at 
The Times. Here’s Rob’s reflections.

I first met Alan when I was informed that he was 
to become our racing correspondent at The 
Times in 1999.

Despite his obvious enthusiasm for jump racing, 
I was concerned that his depth of knowledge of 
the sport as a whole was not strong enough for 
such a specialist subject. 
How wrong I was.

Alan wasted no time in 
cultivating a strong book 
of contacts, through every 
area of racing from top 
trainers and jockeys to 
stable lads.

One of his many strengths was that he 
understood that to make the most of these 
contacts they had to trust him. He achieved this 
in seemingly no time and proved a confidante 
to many over the next 16 years.

It would be easy to assume that his contacts 
were solely from the jumping world, where 
most trainers and jockeys would indeed happily 

open up to him.

That was not the case, though, as his status 
readily extended to the Flat scene where he 
was one of the few to gain the trust of even the 
more controversial characters such as Kieren 
Fallon and Fergal Lynch. 

The result that he alone was able to tell their 
stories, without ever feeling the need to 
sensationalise them.

Alan’s organisational skills were legendary. He 
had plans as to where he wanted to work from 
for months in advance, which meant that he was 
a dream to work with from my point of view. 

It was perhaps because of that that I let him 
get away with some of the cheekier trips that 
he took. These were never discussed by Alan 
and I - there was no need - but they included: 
breakfast at 8am with Nick Rust, to justify a 
hotel stay in London after an evening match 
at Arsenal; two-day stays in Perth that always 
seemed to coincide with runners from the Yes 
No Wait Sorries syndicate (even when there was 
high-class Flat racing on); and regular visits to 
the Melbourne Cup.

This last one was 
particularly brilliant as 
he could combine a 
trip to see his daughter, 
Vicky, and also usually 
timed it so that he could 
cover an Ashes test for 

the paper to make the trip worth his while.

Indeed, while he was racing correspondent 
he always kept his hand in with some cricket 
writing. Whether that would have been the case 
if cricket had clashed with the jumps season is 
open to doubt, but he was more than happy to 
miss the July meeting at Newmarket to cover a 
test (or even a village cricket match in a series he 
penned!).

Naturally, if there was ever a clash between 
covering a good Flat meeting and a half-
decent jumps card, the latter would always 
be his choice - visits to the Craven meeting at 
Newmarket have been few and far between 
with a home fixture at Cheltenham vying for his 
attention.

The only time we ever had a cross word came 
when a strong news story broke late in the day, 
meaning that a long-planned feature would 
have to be dropped and that his working day 
would be extended.

The conversation would go something like: “Hi 
Alan, I’m afraid that Godolphin have just been 
done for drugs. I’m afraid we’re going to need 
to rip out your Twister feature.” “Oh f***ing 
hell” would come the reply. “I was up at six this 
morning, have been driving solidly for the past 
month and have just got home and opened 
a bottle of red. Get someone else to write it.” 

The phone would then go dead but within two 
minutes, he’d be back on saying: “I suppose 
you’re right. Leave it with me.” 

Within half an hour 700 words would arrive by 
email, beautifully constructed and without a 
single typo. Every time.

 Alan was the most naturally gifted writer that 
I’ve known, just brilliant, and deserved every 
award that he received and more.

Goodness knows I’ll miss him as a work 
colleague, but more so as a friend and as a 
sounding board who always offered wise words. 

Every future trip to Cheltenham will be tinged 
with sadness, but also joy at having had the 
good fortune to know him. Enjoy a fine bottle of 
red up there, Alan. You deserve it.

Rob Wright, The Times

The Melbourne Cup would dovetail nicely to allow Alan to visit his daughter Vicky

Alan was the most 
naturally gifted writer 

that I’ve known
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It still feels unreal. Earlier today the Racing 
Tribe gathered, as is the ritual, to herald in 
the New Year at Cheltenham, an occasion 
I have attended for 35 years, barring the 
odd abandonment. There are always faces 
missing, still away enjoying the company 
of family or sunning themselves on the 
likes of cricket tours. Today felt different.

Neither from the distance of the paddock 
steppings nor on the TV recording I watched on 
my return could I spot that familiar dark overcoat 
and the occasionally rocking shoulders. This 
was a day when Alan would have been in his 
element - or perhaps he was.

The opener was won twice – once on the 
racecourse and then 
in the Stewards’ Room 
- by Tom Scudamore, 
third generation of the 
talented and warm-
hearted family that first 
attracted Alan to write 
a racing book, back 
in 1981. Welcoming 
the winner was David 
Pipe, the progeny of 
the trainer who’s career Alan had monitored 
so closely. Martin and Alan shared the same 
approach to their chosen careers, to challenge 
convention, be first to their desks each morning 
and bring others around, when they were 
ready, to see their way of looking at the world. A 

winner for Alan, Racing Historian.

The second race was won by Alan’s trainer, 
Fergal O’Brien with whom he spoke daily in his 
capacity as Racing Manager for the ‘Yes No Wait 
Sorries’. As compere at the celebrations for their 
100th winner and at Chris Coley’s 70th Birthday 
party last summer, Alan had introduced Fergal 
and Paddy Brennan to standing ovations, bear-
hugs and cries of ‘I love you’ from the host. A 
winner for Alan, Team Owner.

The third race brought a debut Cheltenham win 
for Sandy Thompson from the Scottish Borders, 
a trainer with whom, no doubt, Alan would 
have been familiar from his journeys to Kelso 
when press-room colleagues had opted for an 
afternoon by the fire. Alan would have relished 
the bitter-sweet defeat of his other trainer, Nigel 
Twiston-Davies. A winner for Alan, Champion of 
the Outsider.

And so the afternoon continued with wins for 
the Hobbs team and Dickie Johnson, for Tom 
Lacey and Robert Walford until, finally as the 
light faded, Paul Nicholls managed to claw his 

way into the winners’ 
enclosure that he so 
covets. Only then 
would Alan have shed 
that dark, now soaking 
overcoat and taken his 
familiar seat to file his 
copy. Once completed, 
a short drive home 
to Montpellier and a 
chance to turn his mind 
to tomorrow’s trip to 

the Emirates Stadium.

It was my good fortune to have been stalked 
by Alan for much of the 1983-84 season 
as he compiled his book on Cheltenham 
Racecourse. From the opening sentence, it is 

not just the sleek thoroughbreds, the brave 
riders and the complex trainers that hold Alan’s 
attention but the spectators. “They came from 
different worlds, the swank Yank and the fallen 
footslogger.” 

In the mid-eighties we set up a little sideline, 
‘Jump Jockeys’, through which we organised 
opportunities for our top riders to visit foreign 
parts during their lengthy summer holidays. We 
sent them as far afield as USA and New Zealand 
and within easy reach by scary little aeroplanes 
from Kidlington Airport to France and Belgium. 
Travelling as Team Manager on a return flight 
from Ostend with Messrs Francome, Scudamore, 
O’Neill and Smith-Eccles left its mark.

Working first as Cricket Correspondent for 
the Mail on Sunday then for The Times, Alan 
would greet my father and me from the front 
row of the press box during lunchtime in the 
Warner Stand. Alan’s cricketing career, which 
was decent, and my own coincided on a few 
occasions and he kindly bequeathed me his kit 
when he prematurely called time.

When switching sports and dedicating his 
livelihood to the one that had become his 
passion, Alan became a frequent visitor to 
my Cheltenham office, notebook in hand. 
Uniquely, he got to know many of the team, 
from those who sold tickets to those who trod 

divots. For Alan, each and every person made a 
crucial contribution to that vast tapestry which 
became the greatest show on turf. Each year, we 
acknowledged a magic date in mid-September, 
originally drawn to my attention by a fanatic 
I bumped into on the Promenade, when the 
next Festival became closer than the previous 
Festival.

Of late, we had discussed retirement, the 
challenges Alan faced with pressure on space 
for racing in The Times, and I looked forward to 
us spending more time together, returning to 
watch cricket at Worcester. 

Inevitably, his suggestions for the BHA’s Review 
of Jump Racing, which I chaired, were the most 
challenging. Alan urged us to put aside historical 
reliance on how fixtures and races are allocated 
and for the sporting authority to find a way to 
do what they are for, to lead the sport.

So, it was uplifting that his heart operation 
looked to have proved successful and Alan was 
well on the road to recovery. I still take my father 
with me, in my thoughts, when I watch cricket 
at Lord’s. Alan will be there with me, watching 
cricket at Worcester and racing at Ludlow and 
Kelso. And I shall still spot him in the paddock at 
Cheltenham in March, I’m sure.

Edward Gillespie

This was a day when 
Alan would have been 

in his element - or 
perhaps he was

EDWARD 
GILLESPIE
ALAN LEE
TRIBUTE

Alan, the team owner would have enjoyed the Fergal 
O’Brien trained winner on New Years Day

Alan, the racing historian would have enjoyed the 
Pipe Scudamore winner on New Years Day
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CHRIS COLEY 
ALAN LEE TRIBUTE
To set the scene for you I quote some of Alan’s 
own words which he kindly wrote for me 
on the publication of The Yesnowaitsorries’ 
book, “A Century of Winners”.

There are many ways of owning a racehorse, or 
at least feeling like you do. I know, because I have 
tried most of them.

Some are cripplingly expensive, for the common 
man, making the outcome of every race 
unrealistically important. Others, at the more 
distant end of the scale, have the capacity to make 
you feel invisible.

I have owned horses outright, owned them 
through my company (even fighting a VAT tribunal 
for the privilege) and been involved in syndicates 
of such random creation that I neither knew, nor 
had anything in common, with any other member.

Some of this was so dispiriting, for various reasons, 
that I would almost certainly have decided 
ownership was best left to the rich and powerful 
if Chris Coley had not offered me a place in the 
syndicate with the singularly cricketing name.

Fifteen years ago, when I joined, the 
Yesnowaitsorries were about to nudge the third 
single of their existence. Little could any of us have 
imagined that the century of winners would arrive 
so soon – in the best traditions of building an 
innings, the second fifty coming twice as fast as 
the first.

All of us in Chris’s group – both those still batting 
and those whose innings are over – have enjoyed 
those victories, drunk lustily to them and reviewed 

them avidly on the DVD’s. That is as it should be. 
Yet what sets this syndicate apart from any other 
I have known is not only its distinct, cricketing 
provenance but the fact that it operates just like 
the best of traditional cricket teams. Just like the 
Gloucestershire Gipsies, for instance.

It may sound corny and Corinthian but the 
mantra of such teams is that the entire game, 
and its conduct, is just as important as the final 
result. It is this way with the racing syndicate. 
Chris hand-picks his men on the basis that they 
are sociable, enthusiastic and of reasonably 
equable temperament – so far, to my knowledge, 
nobody has been shown the door for unsporting 
behaviour or for daring to question or even sledge 
a jockey, a trainer or even a steward.

I think it appropriate that Alan’s words should be 
quoted here as they tell you a little bit about the 
man himself and his appreciation of the dramas 
and indeed the highs and the lows that we have 
encountered during our innings together. He 
joined the syndicate ( or our private club really ) 
in our second season and was obviously much 
approving of our name as it linked together so 
perfectly two of his three sporting passions ( his 
beloved Arsenal FC was his other ). He never ever 
paid a sub, a fact I can now reveal, because the 
fee was so conveniently set off against the tipping 
services he provided for me in my many facilities 
at Cheltenham each March. He would go through 
the cards most professionally and most eloquently 
and he was as equally adept with the spoken word 
as he was with the written word.

He immediately became our resident form expert 
in the syndicate and in no time he was given the 
title of “Racing Manager “studying the appropriate 
races for the right horses and liaising with our 
trainers ensuring that themselves were doing the 
right homework. There would be times too when 
he would most determinedly question a trainer 
( Nigel T-D would confirm this ) but at the end of 
the debate he would often come back to me to 
say that he had been more than satisfied with the 
trainer’s reasoned response and that the horse 
should definitely run!

There were times too when he would be most 
critical of a jockey’s ride especially so if Alan had 
been party to the agreed plan beforehand but 

yet again his professionalism would kick in and it 
would be the trainer rather than the jockey who 
would have to answer his questions.

I would talk to Alan most days to canvas his 
opinion as to whether we should run or not 
and then after a race we would conduct a short 
post-mortem and a debrief. These conversations 
often took place just before the declaration time 
of 10am and they were always short and to the 
point for Alan truly never did small talk. At times 
too, according to the time of the sporting year, 
we would discuss the English cricket team’s latest 
performance agreeing readily that Alastair Cook 
was a really good bloke, or otherwise it would be 
Arsenal’s latest result and how ironic it would be if 
this season the Gunners were to win the League......

yes, he so loved Arsenal and he made good use 
of his season ticket and some Saturday’s even 
managed to miss a day’s racing! There would be 
times too when he lowered his sights somewhat 
and accompanied me to Whaddon Road.

Alan enjoyed a win and he knew how to celebrate 
albeit he would normally prefer a glass of quality 
French Red Wine to a glass of champagne but at 
the same time he was a generous loser and he 
would be the first to congratulate the winning 
connections even if we had been unluckily 
beaten a short-head. He was as happy having a 
winner at Newton Abbot or Cartmel as he was at 
Cheltenham or Aintree and he was forever double 
checking with me our tally of winners. He fronted 
the two parties we had at The Hollow Bottom for 
our 50th and then 100th winners and I know deep 

down just how proud he was of our achievements. 
Perth was a particular favourite course of his and 
each year he tactfully ensured that we had a box 
load of horses entered up there each Spring and 
Autumn. Each evening we met up there for a team 
meal and notwithstanding having had a winner 
or not Alan would be in charge of ordering the 
wine......

Over the past 15 years our friendship has grown 
and there will be a considerable void in my life 
both on and off the course and especially at 
approximately 9.50/9.55 in a morning. We met too 
every Christmas morning to exchange presents so 
how sad too that this meeting never took place 
this year.

And to conclude if I may on a somewhat sombre 
yet ironic note for on a recent journey taking Alan 
to one of his pre-op hospital visits in Oxford he 
confided in me that there was one aspect of his 
writing that he hated, doing and he would always 
do his best to avoid it... and that was the writing of 
an obituary and the reason for not doing one was 
that he was not very good at it! Hence there would 
have been no point in asking him for his help in 
compiling this but let’s hope he might just give me 
one of those very special looks of his or one of his 
special nods of approval.

Chris Coley - 29/12/15 - Durban-South 
Africa v England 1st Test (Alan would 
approve of the location I trust)

Trips to Whaddon Road or the Emirates Stadium to see his beloved Arsenal were enjoyed regularly by Alan
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This captivating National Hunt season 
rolls on with a bounce back for Sire De 
Grugy in the Tingle Creek, an exciting two 
day International Meeting at Cheltenham 
followed by a spectacular Ladbroke Hurdle 
dead heat at Ascot. All this before we even 
mention the festive period!

Where to start then? Well as always, with the 
action from Cheltenham. I think it’s fair to say 
the opening day of the December meeting was 
one for us bookies, with not a single favourite 
managing to make the frame. This resulted in 
a record Tote Placepot dividend of £91,000, not 
bad for the outlay of a solitary pound coin. A few 
small stakes punters managed to find six placed 
horses, and would have had a timely cash boost 
two weeks before Christmas. 

The Saturday was a little 
better for the backers, 
with all of the winning 
SP returns in single 
figures. Two of these 
winners were sent off 
favourite, More Of That 
1/3, who continued 
his education over fences with a tidy win, 
and Unowhatimeanharry 11/10, who made it 
three on the bounce when winning the Grade 
two novice hurdle. The latter was actually the 
biggest bet we took in my Cheltenham Town 
Centre shops that weekend, and has been well 
supported in both his wins at Prestbury Park 
this season. Village Vic 8/1 was popular when 
winning the December Gold Cup, though not 
with me as I backed the other Hobbs contender 
Champagne West. Note to self – Richard 

Johnson is probably a better judge than me.

We had some fantastic racing over the Christmas 
period, the highlight undoubtedly Cue Card 9/2 
making it fourth time lucky in the King George 
at Kempton. A dramatic race that changed 
complexion over the last two obstacles, with 
Don Cossack coming to grief and Vautour’s 
stamina ebbing away. Don Cossack was actually 
upsides Cue Card when tipping up and I believe 
he would have gone very close, but that could 
just be my empty pocket talking. This race and 
the Lexus Chase were supposed to bring some 
clarity to the Gold Cup market, but it actually 
looks more confusing than ever.

Don Poli 4/6 was as unimpressive as ever when 
scraping home in the Leopardstown feature, 
and lost his place at the head of the Gold Cup 
betting to Djakadam. Last season’s runner up 
seems to have assumed favouritism rather 
by default, as this one has had his feet up 
eating mince pies and enjoying the festivities. 
Ladbrokes currently offer 4/1 Djakadam, 5/1 Don 
Cossack, 6/1 Don Poli, 6/1 Cue Card and 10/1 
Vautour, so pick the turkey bones out of that 
one. Personally I’ve always felt that Don Poli had 

‘future Gold Cup winner’ 
stamped all over him, 
but he does appear to be 
getting lazier every time 
he runs. If he’s in touch 
at the top of the hill he’ll 
have a massive chance, 
as nobody will finish off 

the race better, but that’s looking a big ‘if’.

We also had festive wins from Douvan, now 
4/5 for the Arkle when making it two from 
two over fences, and Faugheen, 4/6 for the 
Champion Hurdle who bounced back to his 
brilliant best with a repeat win in the Christmas 
Hurdle. Nichols Canyon got the better of his 
more illustrious stablemate last time, and he 
continued his rise up the ranks with a battling 
win at Leopardstown. He is now a 5/1 shot with 

Ladbrokes for the big one in March.

It wasn’t all good news for Willie Mullins 
though, as Un De Sceaux crashed out at the 
second last when making his seasonal debut 

at Leopardstown. He looked likely to win at the 
time, and Ladbrokes still see him as the one to 
beat in the Champion Chase, with current odds 
of 7/4.

On the subject of Champion Chasers, two 
former winners Sprinter Sacre and Sire De 
Grugy served up a thrilling battle in the Desert 

Orchid Chase at Kempton. Both appear back 
to something like their best, and there wasn’t 
much between them, in fact a better jump 
at the last and Sire De Grugy might just have 
prevailed. Hopefully they’ll both stay in this 

sort of form to serve it up to Un 
De Sceaux at the Festival, Sprinter 
Sacre can be backed at 3/1, Sire De 
Grugy 6/1. If 2015 winner Dodging 
Bullets makes it back to the track as 
expected, we could potentially have 
the last three winners taking on the 
new kid on the block, what a race to 

savour that would be?

The festive season concluded with the 
traditional New Year’s Day fixture at Cheltenham, 
a day that is always really popular locally. 
Speaking of popular, the Racing Post tipster 
Tom Segal/Pricewise is certainly that, and he 
ensured us bookies started 2016 on the back 
foot. Two winning tips with Seeyouatmidnight, 
11/2 in the morning with Ladbrokes, SP 7/2 and 
Camping Ground 10/1 made it an expensive day. 
There was also plenty of money for Village Vic 
at 4/1 early doors, SP 7/2, and he duly followed 
up his course and distance win in December. A 
cracking start to the new year for the punters.

Here’s to a prosperous and financially rewarding 
2016!

Adam Hurley

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

Note to self – Richard 
Johnson is probably a 
better judge than me

a record Tote Placepot dividend 
of £91,000, not bad for the 

outlay of a solitary pound coin

Bill Gates is backing Don Poli for the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup

Poetry in motion – Village Vic landed two victories 
in two visits to Prestbury Park

Seeyouatmidnight got Pricewise Tom Segal off to a 
New Year double along with Camping Ground
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With the 2016 Cheltenham Festival on the 
horizon we take a moment to learn what 
it is like to have your dreams come true 
as an owner and a trainer. This month our 
guest columnists are Robin Eynon, owner 
of Cole Harden, the reigning World Hurdle 
Champion and the man who trained his first 
Festival winner with the same horse, Warren 
Greatrex. Here’s what they had to say; 

Robin Eynon
Everyone who takes the bold step of becoming 
a racehorse owner dreams of the day when 
one of your horses wins one of the major races 
of the racing 
calendar. On the 
afternoon of the 
March 12 2015 at 
Cheltenham that 
dream came true 
for my wife Jill 
and I. Our horse 
Cole Harden led 
from start to 
finish to win the Ladbrokes World Hurdle.

How did we get into this world of racing? Both 

our families had been interested in racing for 
many years. We came from the Salisbury area 
and the family were regular visitors to the 
Wiltshire track. We became regular racegoers 
and enjoyed our visits to many, mainly southern, 
courses. In late 1996 we found ourselves 
in the position of considering involvement 
in ownership. By good fortune we were 
introduced to Jenny Pitman. She explained the 
costs and potential pitfalls of ownership, and did 
her best to talk us out of going ahead! However 
we decided to proceed and Jenny bought us 
our first horse a grey gelding by Roselier, we 
named him Yeoman Sailor. As with many of 
Jenny’s horses he was an out and out stayer. 
He ran well in a couple of bumpers without 
success. However once over hurdles we began 
to see his potential. His second run over hurdles 
was our first win; Wincanton December 3 1998, 
another date we will not forget. He gave us a 
number of successes both over hurdles and 
chasing. Then came the first of the pitfalls, the 
dreaded ‘leg’, not once but twice. He was retired 
from mainstream racing, but later had success in 
hunter chases for Grace Muir.

By this time Mark Pitman had taken over at 
Weathercock and he bought us a horse out of 
Arthur Moore’s yard, this was Hot Shots. Until 
Cole Harden came along he was by far our most 
successful horse. He won first time out for us 
at Worcester. He went on to win a number of 

races including 
the United House 
Construction 
handicap at Ascot. 
We stayed at 
Weathercock when 
Carl Llewellyn 
took over and he 
was responsible 

for finding our next horse , Letalus, Carl went to 
Germany and rode him before recommending 
him to us. Letalus struggled a bit over hurdles, 

but the minute he 
went chasing he 
was never out of 
the first two. Then 
the next pitfall, the 
dreaded ‘leg’ again. 
This time there 
was no way back 
and Letalus was 
rehomed through 
Grace Muirs Heros 
organisation.

Warren Greatrex 
was now at 
Weathercock and 
our luck continued. 
We bought a 50% 
share in Paint The 
Clouds, who was to 
provide Warren with 
his first Cheltenham 
winner. He provided AP McCoy with five of his 
tally of winners. Again the ’leg’ struck followed 
by another injury. However this had a happier 
ending. Warren got him back and he did well in 
Hunter Chases, winning the ‘Horse & Hounds’ 
trophy at Stratford in 2014. He is still going 
strong and we are currently planning his 2016 
programmes when he will be 11. We had other 
success with Warren with Five Rivers and Chase 
The Wind, so we had no hesitation is moving to 
Uplands with him.

In the summer of 2013 Warren rang to say he 

had a horse that was just the type we liked, ie a 
potential winner! His name was Cole Harden and 
he had won a bumper at Sedgefield. We went to 
see him and following strong recommendations 
from Warren and the young jockey, Gavin 
Sheehan, we bought him. Needless to say we 
have never looked back. Within two weeks he 
had won a bumper for us at Worcester and 
gradually progressed over staying distances until 
Warren thought the World Hurdle 2015 should be 
the target. A little setback in the Cleeve Hurdle led 
to a wind operation and Cheltenham in March.

Although we had seen a fair amount of success 
over the years there really is nothing like a big 
win at the Cheltenham Festival. Walking into the 
winners enclosure and that wall of people and 
noise is something you will never forget. It was a 
very big day for Warren and Gavin; both are very 
professional and deserve the continued success 
that has come their way. Jill and I are grateful 
to them and the other trainers and jockeys 
who have made our journey into ownership so 
enjoyable.

Walking into the winners 
enclosure and that wall of 

people and noise is something 
you will never forget

JILL & ROBIN EYNON
GUEST COLUMN

Every owners dream – Robin & Jill Eynon with their pride and joy, Cole Harden, 
Ladbrokes World Hurdle winner 2015
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Warren Greatrex
Robin & Jill have been great supporters of 
mine since I started training. 

When I took the job at Weathercock House 
they did not know me at all but gave me the 
chance. Unfortunately the horse I took over 
(Letalus) was not the soundest and after one 
run he was retired. 
Thankfully their luck 
has been better 
since then. They 
bought a half share 
in Paint The Clouds 
who has been an 
incredible servant. 
Winning twice at 
Cheltenham plus a number of chases as well 
as finishing second in the foxhunters at the 
Cheltenham Festival and fourth in the Bet365 at 
Sandown. His aim this season is a possible tilt at 
the Grand National. 

They also owned a horse called Five Rivers who 
won a couple for them before they decided to 
move him on which worked out well as it led to 
purchase Cole Harden! He has been an amazing 
horse. Winning his bumper within a week of 
purchasing him. He then progressed through 
the ranks to become the best staying hurdler 
around. The World Hurdle win was amazing 
and a day I will never forget. We were confident 

that he would run a big race but it was truly a 
dream for him to win it how he did. To win my 
first Grade 1 at Cheltenham at the Festival with 
Robin and Jill as owners made it extra special. 
They show great belief in me and let me get 
on with my job and I hope I am repaying their 
loyalty. Cole Harden is still young, so let’s hope 
there could be more improvement to come. 

Reilly’s Minor 
is their newest 
purchase and he 
is pleasing me at 
home and should 
be running in a 
bumper soon. He 
is by Westerner 
(same sire as Cole 

Harden)….you never know!

Of Cole Harden’s performance on New Years’ 
Day at Cheltenham he beat all the other fancied 
horses and was only beaten by two horses who 
loved the ground. Gavin said the horse was 
feeling better and better and that was probably 
the best he has ever jumped. He won’t run again 
now until the World Hurdle.

With Cole Harden’s favoured better 
ground likely in March, now may be the 
time to take the 10/1 that is available on 
this special horse retaining his World 
Hurdle title – good luck to Robin, Jill and 
Warren from all at CTCRC!

Membership Renewal 2016
Single membership in 2016 is £20 and for two 
people membership is £30. The application form is 
on the club website at www.ctcrc.co.uk or you can 
complete the form on page 31 and send cheques 
to David Bishop, our membership secretary.

January 20 Club night – The Three 
Counties Equine Hospital Ripple

A fascinating evening awaits as we will be 
joined by two equine vets from the Three 
Counties Equine Hospital in Ripple. Where we 
had a club trip a few years ago. The evening 
will throw a spotlight on how wind operations, 
breathing problems, tendon injuries, lameness 
and a variety of other conditions are remedied 
to ensure horse welfare is secured at all times. 
8.00pm start, bring your membership cards.

Forthcoming club nights
AGM February 7.30pm start

March 12 Festival Preview – The Centaur

April 20 Club Night

RDA Christmas Cards Fundraiser
Club member Mary James has written to thank 
everyone who bought Christmas cards to sell in 
aid of Cotswold Riding for the disable group. Your 
generosity and Mary’s efforts helped raise £108.50.

Point-to-point meetings in the month ahead
January 24 Heythrop, Cocklebarrow, 
Gloucestershire

February 7 Albrighton & Woodland (North) 
Chaddesley Corbett

 

New Years’ Day Cheltenham Box
Thank you Cheltenham from all at CTCRC for the 
box on the 5th floor

For the New Years’ Day meeting – it really was 
appreciated by all!

Finish Line 2014-15 Annual and 2015-16 
Annual

If you like the club magazine and want a 
souvenir of the entire season why not buy the 
CTCRC Finish Line Annual?

The 2014-15 edition is available, it covers each 
magazine from August 2014 – May 2015 and is a 
bumper 288 pages.

This full colour hardback edition is available 
for £8. If you would like a copy of the 2015-16 
season, this will be available in May 2016.

Just email Steve Ennis if you would like a copy 
at steve.ennis1@btinternet.com or call him on 
07767 228866

You can see a copy of the 2014-15 annual at the 
January club night.

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Cole Harden is still young, 
so let’s hope there could be 
more improvement to come

Cole Harden – gets a well done pat then makes his way home after coming third in the Relkeel Hurdle on New 
Years Day…next stop, The World Hurdle
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JOHN HALES
COLUMN

Following on from my previous article 
regarding “On Blueberry Hill “ Dan Skelton 
did a great job in getting him ready to make 
his UK debut at Warwick. Sadly he was five 
days away from the race when he broke 
down again.

The injury to his tendon was in the same place as 
before and the owners decided it would be better 
if we gave him away to a good home. I am pleased 
to say that he has gone to Clare Dyson and Clare will 
give him a good home with plenty of TLC.

Aux Ptits Soins continued in the wars with his sinus 
problem and was admitted again to the Veterinery 
Hospital in Bristol. Early in December he was given a 
local anaesthetic to help clear up the problem. The 
operation was not successful and the Vets told me 
that he would have to have surgery under a general 
anaesthetic at the end of the same week. They 
found a piece of dead bone in his nasal system and 
I am delighted to say we are confident he is now 
making a full recovery. He is recuperating with Clare 
Dyson and is now doing one hour in the morning 
and afternoon on the walker and twenty five 
minutes on the water treadmill every day. I went to 
see him last week and I am pleased to say he looked 
tremendous considering what he has gone through. 

This is one hell of a tough horse and I am very 
confident he will do well in the World Hurdle at the 
Festival which will now be his target. The plan is to 
return to Paul Nicholls in early January. I have bought 
him to go Chasing but we want a full novice chase 
season and I genuinely believe he has the ability to 
become a Gold Cup horse one day given the luck 
and good fortune you need to get there.

His only race in the UK was at the Festival last year 
when he won the Coral Cup. What a nice dream to 
have only two runs in the UK in two seasons and 
both were wins at the Cheltenham Festival!

Unioniste was a big disappointment in the Becher 
Chase. He did not take to the National fences and 
he lacked confidence when he returned to Ascot 
on December 19. He will now be given a run over 
hurdles which I hope will restore his confidence.

What a great day we had at Huntingdon with Al 
Ferof who won the Peterborough chase in great 
style. His jumping was accurate at speed and 
he was really back to his best. The story of the 
Peterborough chase really belongs to Grahame 
and Diana Whateley whose horse Wishfull Thinking 
was entered for the race having won it the previous 
year. They were only ten minutes from the course 
when they realised that they had forgotten to 
return the trophy. They returned home, which is 
Chaddesley Corbett in Worcstershire and got back 
to Huntingdon ten minutes before the start of the 
Peterborough Chase. Grahame confirmed that 
the day became a 500 mile round trip. Thank you 
Grahame, your effort was very much appreciated 
and the trophy now sits very proudly in my lounge. 
(I hope Grahame does not cringe if he reads this 
column) I have sent Al Ferof to Dan Skelton this 
season with the objective of making him a happy 
horse once again and show the enthusiasm he 
showed when winning the Paddy Power Gold Cup 
off top weight. Dan’s yard is much closer for Mark 

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

Windsor our Chiropractor who specialises in horses 
and he has been able to check Alfie regularly to 
ensure he has no discomfort. Alfie does not go up 
any hills any more but concentrates his work on the 
flat. Clare Dyson has also been a great help and we 
sent Alfie for four weeks on her water treadmill. In 
addition I must congratulate Dan Skelton on the 
great job he has done with Alfie and in general on 
the season he is having.

I said to Dan, “get him to the King George showing 
that level of enthusiasm and he will run a good race”. 
As it turned out I was delighted with Al Ferof in the 
King George and his third place was the same as 
the two previous years. I have discussed with Dan 
Skelton that with the benefit of hindsight should we 
have gone straight to the King George and missed 
out on the Peterborough chase? Hindsight is a 
wonderful thing but we have taken the experience 
gained in the two races and you won’t see Alfie now 
until the Festival where he will have entries in the 
Gold Cup, The Champion Chase and the Ryanair. We 
want him to come out at the Festival believing it is 
his first race of the season. If we achieve that he will 
run a big race with the Ryanair being the favourite.

Be Daring went to Catterick with Rob Robin and 
both were very disappointing. I am sure both 
horses will benefit from better ground. Probably 
the horse I have been most looking forward to 
running was Politilogue at Cheltenham. He was 
penalised 10 lbs for his win in France but I thought 
his performance up to the point of Sam falling off 
was very impressive. He did not slip but my theory 
of why he jinked right may have been the sun which 

was causing some problems coming up the hill, 
a number of jockeys mentioned this. I believe he 
would have won but for Sam’s unfortunate mishap. 
I rang Sam afterwards and told him having watched 
the replay several times there was no way he could 
have stayed on the horse.

Paul made the decision to go for the Challow Hurdle 
with Pierre (Politilogue) at Newbury. Although it 
was only a three runner race they were all good 
horses and I was pleased with Pierre who ran a 
good race for a four year old. I believe this horse has 
outstanding ability and next season he will start his 
novice chasing career and by the time he is seven 
years old I believe he will be one of the top Chasers 
in the country. Fingers crossed he has the luck on 
his side.

Congratulations to Cue Card and Barters Hill who I 
thought gave the greatest performances over the 
Festive period.

John Hales

CTCRC caught up with Grahame Whateley 
for his recollections of the Peterborough 
Chase day – here’s what he had to say;

Not only did I cover 500 miles to get the cup 
back, but I also got caught for speeding! However, 
Diana and I are extremely pleased that John and 
Pat Hales won and that we got the cup back in 
time for them to be presented with it. They truly 
are great supporters of National Hunt racing and 
we are very pleased that they are the holders of 
the cup for the next 12 months.

I think it is also worth noting that Dan Skelton also 
did a terrific training job. I thought the horse had 
grown in stature and filled out, and he really was 
racecourse fit.

Grahame Whateley

Could Aux Ptits Soins’ second run in the UK be his 
second Festival win?

Al Ferof gave us a great December winning the 
Peterborough Chase and 3rd in the King George
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Well that’s it all over for another year.. 
Christmas!

Christmas might be fun for the family but 
when animals are involved it is full on. 
Especially in racing as Christmas and the 
following week are possibly the busiest 
time of the year. Kempton on Boxing 
Day is what racing is all about, while not 
forgetting all the other meetings. A trainer 
who does not have a winner over the 
Christmas period is a trainer out of form or 
one with no horses! Cruel yes, but that is 
what they say.

We did not have a winner on Boxing Day 
although our only runner was third at 
Huntingdon, but we did have a winner at 
Kempton the day after when The Last Samurai 

and David Bass ground down the opposition to 
take the feature handicap chase of the day; and 
now we have a horse who is currently 25/1 for 
this years Crabbie’s Grand National.. Fun indeed.

Kempton staged two fabulous days racing. 
Close finishes and great winners and of course 
the whip controversy appeared yet again when 

Paddy Brennan hit Cue Card far too often to get 
his head in front on the line. What you do to 
win?.. everything possible. The whip problem 
again reared its ugly head and frankly you either 
forget it or you disqualify the winner. The fine is 
big, as is the ban from racing for the jockey, but 
to win a race as important as the King George I 
am afraid you throw caution to the wind as you 
must win and will win. We have all jumped a red 
light?

 I am sorry but when you are confronted with 
the biggest pay day of your life you take that 
chance and remember the carrot was put there 
by Jockey Club racing .. a million pound carrot?

Newbury a few days later showed that Ben 
Pauling knows how to train. His Barters HIlls 
demolished his opposition to such an effect that 
they could not make it back to the unsaddling 

KIM BAILEY
COLUMN

enclosure without the help of oxygen. Barters 
Hill must be some animal as he looked as if he 
was having an afternoon stroll and one that 
needed the odd wake up call in case he went 
to sleep while exercising around Newbury’s 
glue pot ground. Cheltenham is going to be his 
target and for a young trainer this will be some 
day to look forward to.. Lucky Chap.

I must mention David Bass.. who is he? Many 
might ask but let me tell you that you have to 
be mad to be a jockey and David comes as close 
as you can to be mad, bad and bloody good.. 
Strange for such a quiet man who does not 
drink but he has a great racing brain and rides 
from the front with a time clock in his head. He 
might look a bit agricultural at times but you 
get what you see.. tough, brave and a man who 
gives 100%. I am lucky to use him and lucky that 
he had a spare ride for me at Towcester and won 

on Crazy Jack, even if he did drop his whip.. got 
to give him a bit grief surely? You will hear much 
more of David Bass. His mother is a vicar and 
those saintly looks of her son defy a very tough 
inner self.

I finish with remembering Alan Lee, a great man 
who was trusted by us trainers and was so good 
for the sport. A wonderful man who knew what 
was good in life.

Kim Bailey

Kim Bailey Racing Ltd 
Thorndale Farm, Andoversford 
Cheltenham, Glos. GL54 4LL 
T: 01242 890241 F: 01242 890193 
M: 07831 416859 
Kimbaileyracing.com

You will hear much more 
of David Bass 

The Vicar’s son – David Bass has a great future

The whip issue was centre stage again at Kempton
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working and proved to be a hectic day. After 
morning stables, conditional jockey Jack Savage 
and I grabbed the keys to a two-box each. A 
fortnight before, I had asked Jonjo if Jack could 
take Mission Complete to the fun ride at the 
Cotswolds Farm Park, which is just five minutes 
down the road from Jackdaws Castle. The 
idea was to freshen Mission up and give him a 
change of scenery. I also asked if I could borrow 
a lorry to take my own horse, the ex-racehorse 
Patman Du Charmil...Jonjo agreed with a smile, 
as long as we did not bring Mission Complete 
home lame. Jack and I had been really excited 
in the run-up. So there we were, in the lorry 
park at the Farm Park, numbers tied to our 

backs and ready to go. We were surrounded 
by coloured cobs and tinsel-adorned ponies: 
Mission fit and rangy and Patman sleek, shiny 
and newly clipped for the occasion. Within 
minutes of starting, a loose horse galloped past 
us back towards the lorries, a man in hot pursuit. 
The spread-eagled rider was still on her back, 
shadowed by a group of worried spectators, 
one on a mobile phone summoning help. Jack 
and I wondered what we had let ourselves in 
for. A lady on a thickset pony looked wistfully 
at us, saying, “Aren’t you lucky, I used to ride 
out ‘pointers but...” She glanced meaningfully 
behind at the two small children on plump 
Thelwell ponies meandering behind her.

The ride was ten miles through undulating 
fields and woodland tacks. There were wooden 
jumps throughout, colour coded for sizes: 
green for small, blue for medium and purple for 
bigger (about sixty centimetres). At the start, I 
declared I would stick to green and blue, and 
only watched Jack take the bigger ones. Yet, 
with Mission ducking and wavering into each 
fence and clouting a few, I thought Patman 
and I could give him a helpful lead. At the 
beginning, Patman ran out a few times and we 
took a couple of the flags down. Yet, by half 
way, Patman and I were flying over the bigger 
obstacles. Our blood was up and we were so 
confident together. I trusted him and he cleared 
the jumps in massive leaps, whilst Mission still 
whacked a few in behind.

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

On November 23, we all had a staff outing 
to the Centaur at the racecourse to watch 
the A.P McCoy movie. 

There was a good turnout of spectators, and 
lots of local yards in attendance with staff from 
Fergal O’Brien, Nigel Twiston-Davies and Ben 
Pauling’s, just to name a few. It was a good 
movie – an interesting insight into the Champ’s 
life. To me, the music was the most striking, 
especially how it accompanied the jockeys’ falls 
with deep booms. My beloved It’s A Gimme also 
made a fleeting appearance when he won the 
Summer Plate back 
on that scorching 
day in 2014 when 
AP equalised Martin 
Pipe’s number of 
winners.

At the International 
meeting at 
Cheltenham, More Of 
That won over fences 
again for groom 
Gabriella Gacova. Gabby understandably chose 
to take ‘Morey’ and I got to take her other runner 
Quarenta, owned by Sir Martin and Lady Jocelyn 
Broughton and Steve Broughton. On arriving at 
Lingfield, I heard Morey had won. Morey is such 
a superstar and it is great for all of us that he is 
back to his best. We had previously joked that 
Gabby might have a double so the pressure was 
on me and Quarenta! 

Alas, Quarenta finished the closest of seconds 

under Joshua Moore. We were all a bit 
dumbfounded when the result was called. 
People had even congratulated me as I ran to 
collect . We were still proud to be in the second 
spot, patting Q well done. It was not until the 
following Thursday that the photo finish was 
reversed. Gabby shouted down the yard at 
me “Quarenta won!” and explained the BHA’s 
amendment. I hugged her tightly: she had got 
her double after all. Yet, it is a shame for the 
owners who did not get their few moment of 
glory in the winner’s enclosure, or the photo 
mementoes.

I am now looking 
after two new horses, 
both three-year-olds 
off the Flat. They have 
adorable characters, all 
friendly and inquisitive. 
Doesyourdogbite has 
won a couple of races 
in France and, even 
though he is small in 

stature, he goes well up the gallops. He has a 
sweet face and crunched down peppermints 
and carrots without as much as a suspicious 
sniff. I have nicknamed him Gromit. My other 
new one is a French-bred called Visandi, which I 
have shortened to Andy, and he is a bigger and 
longer type. He may not be the prettiest, with 
an oblong head and squinty eyes, but I truly love 
him already. I am excited for them both to run, 
and hope they enjoy hurdling.

Sunday December 20 fell on my weekend 

the coveted King and 
Queen of Jackdaws 

Award, went to Jonjo and 
Jacqui O’Neill

Ian Ward, Head Groundsman at Wetherby declares 
the course “yielding” in places on Boxing Day!Happy New Year from all at Jackdaws?

More Of That made up part one of a nice double 
for Gabby Gacova
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Jack and I had the best fun and much laughter, 
and I had never felt more proud of my Patman. 
Both horses were impeccably well behaved and 
were great advertisements for Thoroughbreds. 
On finishing, we both were given a purple 

rosette and Mission’s is still fluttering outside him 
stable door where Jack pinned it. Plus, Mission 
was rejuvenated enough to give Olympic gold-
medallist Victoria Pendleton and now-amateur 
jockey, a successful schooling session upsides AP 
McCoy two days later.

That evening was the Christmas party. Everyone 
was unrecognisable out of the Jewson-blue 
uniform, and all the girls wore dresses, jewellery 
and heels, loving the opportunity to dress up. 
Yet, the men all looked smart too; jockey Will 
Kennedy was looking especially dapper.

As always, it starts up in the owner’s suite with 
pre-party drinks before we were taken by bus to 
Wesley House wine bar, in Winchcombe. It is a 
fabulous venue for a party, where everyone can 
mingle, easily access the bar and dance to the 
live music. Booze was free-flowing, starting with 
champagne and then whatever you liked from a 
well-stocked bar. 

This year, the new addition to the night was the 
Jackdaws Christmas Awards, organised by Alice 
White and Flo Willis. Beforehand, there had been 
a lot of secret voting, but also a lot of rigging 
of those votes too. Richie McLernon did a very 

amusing job behind the microphone, using a 
Hollywood smile to hand over each winner’s 
prize.

Alice got the Prettiest Filly Award, Josh Amore, 
our very own Essex boy, won the Handsomest 
Stallion and unlucky amateur jockey Charlie 
Davies won the Best Gelding. There were a few 
serious awards, like head of travelling Will Seely 
was voted Best Traveller of the Year, Flo got 
Best Party Animal, Bara Ponická got Best Turned 
Out, yardie John Dina was Best Newcomer and 
assistant trainer’s wife Sophie Upton, an ex-
jockey who won two Lesters in her time, won 
something unprintable and obviously voted 
by the boys. Head lad and ex-jockey Johnny 
Kavanagh won Best Golden Oldie and Rear 
of the Year; Johnny’s prize for the latter was a 
pair of lacy red knickers that hopefully he will 
never wear. Couple of the Year, the Best Mr 
and Mrs Jackdaws, went to Gabby and long-

The King & Queen of Jackdaws with  
Richie McLernon

term boyfriend Paddy Cowley. I am unsure of 
which award Mikey Walton won, but his prize 
was a pair of pink fluffy handcuffs! The most 
prodigious accolade, the coveted King and 
Queen of Jackdaws Award, went to Jonjo and 
Jacqui O’Neill, who received the biggest cheer 
and applause of the night.

 Vast amounts of alcohol soon rubbed the 
gloss off the party-goers and everyone was up 
dancing on a floor slick with spilt drink. After my 
busy day, I was definitely running low on energy, 
but was refuelled regularly by G&Ts. At midnight, 
we all staggered back onto the bus for a short, 
sleepy journey back home. There were a few 
sore heads in the morning and it passed quite 
slowly, very hazy in the memory until about 
third lot.

At Christmas time, generous owners send in 
boxes of biscuits and tubs of chocolates. They 
are frequently left in the tackroom on top of a 
bench, and never last long. Between the riders 
and yardies, the treats go within minutes. The 
only trace being a few wrappers left blowing 
around the yard. Also, there was a festive 
photograph taken with 
‘Matorico’ (it was actually 
another grey Cloudy Copper, 
who is less excitable than 
Matorico) and some of the 
team wearing silks and 
Christmas jumpers, antlers 
and tinsel. On Christmas 
morning itself, a few people 
swapped their blue hat-covers 
for Santa hats and we only 
had two lots to ride, whilst 
every other horse went on 
the walkers. We were finished 
by half past nine and those 
who lived on site did a speedy 
evening stables of only an 
hour long.

Boxing Day proved a much quieter day than 
anticipated. Michelle Marsh got to go to 
Kempton Park, whereas I had not even left 
the yard with Holywell when Wetherby was 
abandoned. All the equipment was loaded, as 
was Holywell himself but we were stopped at 
the gates by assistant trainer Guy Upton, saying 
it was off. The course was beyond water-logged, 
more like flooded. During first lot, I tidied 
everything away and washed out the lorry, 
then rode three lots. I was not too disappointed 
as Holywell would have loathed the ground, 
even though a trip out on a Saturday is always 
exciting. Having received a text message from 
best friend Susan Stoddart, I spent a lovely 
afternoon, snug and dry, in her sitting room on a 
comfy sofa, munching chocolate and watching 
Channel 4 Racing. It was fantastic to see Paddy 
Brennan and Cue Card win the King George.

Happy New Year

Jo Collinson

 

Head lad, Cian Warren with Gabby and secretary 
Catherine Powell

Congratulations to Jo and her colleagues at Jackdaws for retaining the 
2015 EPDS Racing and Racing Welfare best turned out series
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Sophia Dale’s 
2015 Cheltenham 
photo highlights

Faugheen, Arctic Fire and Hurricane Fly give Willie Mullins the 1-2-3 in the Champion Hurdle

24

Dodging Bullets and Sam Twiston-Davies 
receive a rapturous welcome to the winners 
enclosure after winning the Champion Chase

Coneygree, the first novice in more than 40 years 
takes the Gold Cup under Nico De Boinville

25

The Princess Royal opens the 
stand named in her honour at the 
International meeting in December

The runners head out for the second circuit in the 
2015 Cheltenham Gold Cup
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The New Year brings the return of our 
Members Corner feature. Have you a horse 
in training? If so, do let us know and we’ll 
share your experience in next months’ 
magazine.

Gallery Exhibition, Song Of The Night and 
Viaduct Jack – Elisabeth Parker-Jervis

Gallery Exhibition won 2m4f Handicap chase 
on 23 November at Kempton. This was quite 
unexpected as he had been treated for stomach 
ulcers and Kim (Bailey) said he was not exactly 
‘burning up the gallops’ at home. He won by six 
lengths at 8/1. I didn’t have a penny on him. The 
other two, Viaduct Jack and Song Of The Night 
are running to get handicap marks and don’t 
like the soft going we have had. Song ran at 
Huntingdon on Boxing Day where he was 11th 
home from 16 runners. There are no firm plans 
for Viaduct Jack at the moment.

Rose of the Moon - Antonia Lord &  
Claire Abbott

Now coming up to 11, Rose has become a little 
bored with standard chasing, so at The Festival 
in March 2015 he tried the Cross-Country for 
the first time and loved it coming 7th. He then 
went to Punchestown and came 4th. Rose 
changed trainers from David O’Meara to Ben 
Haslam at the start of the season and ran in the 
November cross-country at Cheltenham with 
Richie McLernon in the saddle coming 5/16, 
beating horses rated much higher than himself. 
He didn’t get into the December renewal, and is 
entered for a few standard chases. Hopefully he 

will once again qualify for The Festival Cross-
Country and maybe go to Punchestown again. 
Ben gave Rose a spin over hurdles at Doncaster 
on December 29 for the first time in nearly 
four years. After racing prominently in the early 
stages, he clattered the fourth, coming home 
safe and sound in his own time.

Bobble Emerald – David Bishop

Bobbie Emerald is a seven year old trained 
by Martin Keighley. He was second in two 
bumpers last season and this season won a 
maiden hurdle at his third attempt in May. 
Since then has struggled in handicaps. He ran 
at Taunton on December 10 where he didn’t 
appear to enjoy the ground. With a BHA rating 
of 110, he’s not nearly as good as my last horse 
Havingotascoobydo!

MEMBERS  
HORSES 

Get Involved – Point of Attack partnership 
including Doug Miles, Mark Matthews, 
Annalisa Kinnersley

Trained by Robin Dickin, Get Involved is a six year 
old bay gelding by Milan out of the unraced 
Strong Red. 

Get Involved was purchased at the Cheltenham 
January Sales in January 2015. A very handsome, 
well-made specimen who had won a point-to-
point in Ireland could hardly be resisted at an 
affordable price.

Campaigned initially in maiden and novice 
hurdles, “GI Joe” made his British debut in March 
at Southwell resulting in a very encouraging 
fast-finishing third in a field of ten. However, two 
subsequent runs were relatively disappointing 
and the seemingly ubiquitous soft palate 
operation was advised. Joe returned to racing 
in early December in a handicap hurdle again at 

Southwell and performed so well that an entry 
to a Novice Handicap Hurdle at Ascot on 19 
December was confirmed.

In the meantime, the heavens opened 
repeatedly and when that Saturday arrived the 
ground was very soft. The partnership turned 
out en masse at the prestigious venue and was 
optimistic of a good run. However, Joe couldn’t 
act on the sticky going and Charlie Poste very 
empathetically pulled him up. The horse was 
fine after the race and the next morning, we 
are now looking forward to better ground and 
possibly another breathing adjustment. Joe has 
lots of potential and we remain excited about 
what the future holds, almost certainly over 
fences and maybe sooner rather than later. 

If you would like to feature in next months’ 
Members Horses column send your update 
to steve.ennis1@btinternet.com

Rose Of The Moon – Our goal is the Cross Country 
at the Festival
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Sprinter Sacre – undefeated 
in two runs this season and 
on the road to reclaiming his 
Champion Chase crown



28 29

CTCRC member Brian Woods has kindly 
submitted his reflections on our Members 
Corner feature, here’s what he had to say.
Racecourse at which you are an Annual 
member? Cheltenham

My earliest racing memory is? Arkle

My all-time racing hero is? Lester Piggott

My favourite race horse of all time is?  
Birds Nest 

My favourite Jockey is? Richard Johnson

My all time and current favourite trainers 
are? Vincent O’Brien and Paul Nicholls

My favourite racecourse? Cheltenham

Best Days Racing? The Tuesday of the 2009 
Festival was my best ever day. I backed Punjabi 
at 33/1 the day before the race. I also backed 
Celestial Halo at 16/1 in the February who came 
second and had backed Binocular, who came 
third, the previous April at 10/1 – all three jumped 
the last together and fought out the finish!

What I would most like to see improve in 
racing is? Owners prize money

What I’m most looking forward to in the 
2015-16 season is? The Cheltenham Festival

I’m a member of the CTCRC because? I enjoy 
the craic

Funniest moment I’ve had in racing was? 
A decent bet in the Foxhunter a couple of years 
ago was booked for second only for the leader to 
swerve on the run in

When I win the scoop six I will? Probably  
wake up!

Other interests include? Reading the Racing 
Post with a cuppa

Other Sporting Heroes are? AP McCoy and 
Henry Cecil

Six sporting heroes I would like to invite to 
dinner are? AP McCoy, Henry Cecil, Paul Nicholls, 
Richard Johnson, Vincent O’Brien and Alan Lee.

Brian sent his members corner feature on the day 
we learned of Alan Lee’s death. In tribute Brian 
forwarded a cheque for £100 to the IJF in Alan’s 
memory. 

If you would like to feature in this column next 
month just email answers to the questions above 
to Steve Ennis at steve.ennis1@btinternet.com

Entries will be included on a first come first served 
basis – so enter a submission today.

MEMBER’S
CORNER

Arkle, or as he was referred to as “Himself” won 27 
of his 35 races including the Gold Cup in 1964, 65 
and 66

Salsify, green silks, benefitted from the freakish 
unseating of Jane Mangan off Oscar Delta  in the 
2013 Cheltenham Foxhunters Chase.

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at Cheltenham, Chepstow, Ludlow, Stratford, Towcester, 
Warwick and Worcester during the period 30th April 2015 – 23rd April 2016 (Sponsored by the 
Cheltenham and Three Counties Race Club) Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a Third 
4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

1st Ciaran Gethings 95 pts
2nd Jamie Bargary 91 pts
3rd Bridget Andrews 86 pts
4th Conor Shoemark 75 pts
5th Tom Bellamy 71 pts 

Latest placings (up to and including 30th December 2015). Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD

This month’s question for the chance to win two 
premier enclosure badges for any meeting of 
your choice, except the Welsh Grand National, at 
Chepstow racecourse is given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded 
a voucher which can be redeemed for the 
premier badges direct with the racecourse 
office.

David Hart was the winner of the November 
Competition, correctly answering that the Coral 
Welsh Grand National was due to be run on 
Sunday December 27 2015.

Our congratulations, along with a voucher for 
two Premier Enclosure Badges to Chepstow, 
have already been sent to David. The winner of 

the December Competition will be published in 
the February Edition of the Magazine.

The question for the January Competition is:

In which year did Chepstow Racecourse 
first host the Welsh Grand National?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 5th February 2016 at: 14 Ridge Green, 
Shaw, West Swindon, SN5 5PU alternatively, 
e-mail him at tonyandles@aol.com

NB: Please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION
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CHELTENHAM AND THREE COUNTIES 
RACE CLUB APPLICATION FORM 2016
Tick the style of application and whether you wish to receive the magazine by post or online

New Application ❏ Renewal Application ❏
Club Magazine Posted ❏ Magazine Online ❏
Forename (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)* ...............................................................................................................................................................

Surname ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Forename (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)* ...............................................................................................................................................................

Surname ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Single membership £20. Double membership £30. *Please delete as applicable. 

Address (CAPITALS PLEASE) ...................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode ..............................................................Tel No .................................................................................................................................

Email address ...................................................................................................................................................................................................

To save on costs relating to printing and posting the monthly magazine it can be downloaded 
from our website www.ctcrc.co.uk each month. If you are willing to download the magazine can 
you e-mail the magazine editor Steve Ennis at steve.ennis1@btinternet.com. This will ensure that we 
have the correct e-mail address to alert you to the fact that the magazine is available to download.

Monthly Charity Donation 
One of the main aims of the Club is to make donations to racing charities. Each month a donation 
of £50 is made to one of the following charities in turn. If there are any other horse related charities 
that you feel the Club should support please add their name here:

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The Injured Jockeys Fund | Racing Welfare | Moorcroft Racing Welfare Centre  
Greatwood – Caring for retired racehorses | Re training of Racehorses | Riding for the 

Disabled | Thoroughbred Rehabilitation Centre | Brooke Hospital for Animals

Please make cheques (single membership £20. Double membership at same address £30),  
Payable to “Cheltenham and Three Counties Race Club” and return with this application form to:- 

David Bishop, 7 Great Rissington, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. GL54 2LP

A highly commendable number of entries 
for this year’s competition, which attracted 
314 entries. A big thank you to all for your 
continuing support, which generates an 
additional boost to the annual donations 
our Club make to racing charities later 
this season. So very pleasing, too, to note 
some new names amongst the regular 
participants.

Almost inevitably at this early stage there have 
been casualties amongst the horses in our list, 
along with some indications that all is not as well 
as would be hoped with some other established 
high performers. Hopefully the resurgence of 
some of the old brigade may compensate and 
bring extra enjoyment to all concerned during the 
current NH season.

With temperatures remaining unseasonably high, 
at the time of writing on New Year’s Day, we may 
well have a milder winter than had been forecast 
which, in turn, should allow minimal interruption 
to everyone’s racing plans.

Having missed the December publishing 
deadline it is time to catch up and offer belated 
congratulations to joint November leaders, Dianne 
Weston and Kathy Wilcox, on grabbing the first of 
our monthly £10 prizes. 

Please note: ALL prizes will be paid out at the end 
of the competition. 
 

SCORES TO END NOVEMBER 
 
1= DIANNE WESTON H 100 100 
1= KATHY WILCOX A 100 100 

3= TERRY POULSON C 95 95 
3= JOHN RICH A 95 95 
3= ALAN WELLSTEED A 95 95 
3= DAVID WOODS G 95 95 
7= ALAN WELLSTEED F 90 90 
7= DAVID WOODS D 90 90 
9= DAVE MAKIN C 85 85 
9= STEVE TAYLOR D 85 85

Moving on to December, Dianne Weston 
continues to lead the field with her “H” entry 
scoring another 100pts in December, bringing her 
total to 200pts and to resist close challenger, Alan 
Wellsteed, who has scored 190pts. Will Dianne 
score another 100pts in January, I wonder? 

SCORES TO END DECEMBER

1 DIANNE WESTON H 100 200 
2 ALAN WELLSTEED I 125 190 
3 NIGEL SAUNDERS B 120 180 
4= STEVE TAYLOR H 95 175 
4= ALAN WELLSTEED J 100 175 
6= KRIS BYERS F 105 170 
6= TERRY POULSON C 75 170 
6= ALAN WELLSTEED E 110 170 
6= KATHY WILCOX A 70 170 
6= DAVID WOODS G 75 170 

The leading points scorer in December month 
was Alan Wellsteed who, with his “I” entry totalled 
125pts, just beating off his nearest challenger, Nigel 
Saunders, who scored 120pts.

 
SCORES FOR DECEMBER

1 ALAN WELLSTEED I 125 
2 NIGEL SAUNDERS B 120 
3= NEIL JAKES D 110 
3= ALAN WELLSTEED E 110

Our congratulations go to both Dianne and Alan 
on winning their respective £10 prizes.

Please don’t forget that you can track the status of 
your entries on-line by accessing www.ctcrc.co.uk, 
selecting Events and then Tipsters Competition.

If you have any questions about your entry, or its 
status, please contact Tony Coleman either on 
07795 146242 or by e-mail at tonyandles@aol.com.

TIPSTER 
COMPETITION
JANUARY UPDATE
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