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How was it for you?
It seems impossible, but each Festival would 
appear to get better and better. 

Shall we start with the racing. Sprinter Sacre, 
Thistlecrack, Altior, Don Cossack, Douvan, Annie 
Power... frankly almost anything in pink with green 
spots. Performances of the very highest order in such 
numbers that it almost became a sensory overload.

Then you have the stories, club member Paul Walker is 
part of the Harry Fry Racing Club syndicate. Most of us 
have been fortunate enough to own, or have a share 
in a racehorse. Fewer of us have had a runner at the 
Festival, and fewer still have seen that runner win. For 
Paul that dream came true with Unowhatimeanharry 
and it remains part of the magic that the fans of racing 
like Paul and his friends, can, for a brief moment, stand 
in the winners enclosure while Messrs Ricci, McManus 
and O’Leary look on.

We have the privilege this month of talking to the 
new sponsor of the Gold Cup, Timico Chief Executive, 
Tim Radford. On pages 4-6 we learn how Tim juggled 
the emotions of being a racing fan, an owner of five 
runners at the Festival and the new sponsor of the 
Gold Cup itself.

The experience at this years’ Festival was improved 
in no small part by the new facilities that were given 
their biggest test to date with the record crowds of 
260,000 visitors across the four days. On pages 8-9 we 
talk to David Mackinnon, Regional Head of Operations 
for the South West at the Jockey Club. David has 
been instrumental in bringing about the racecourse 
improvements we are all able to enjoy, so it’s a 
pleasure to hear from the man who has made these 
improvements happen.

We also have a new feature in this months’ magazine 
with our “Members Jury” on pages 34-35. We’re keen 
to keep our magazine focussed on club members 
and hope you like this development. Better still, why 

not join in and make an appearance in next months’ 
magazine, see page 35 for details on how you can get 
involved.

Our regular columnists all had special memories to 
take away from this years’ Festival. Congratulations 
go to John Hales on another Festival winner with 
Ibis Du Rheu. We also learn of the highs and lows Jo 
Collinson and the team at Jackdaws experienced and 
Liam Treadwell shares his thoughts on fellow jockey, 
Victoria Pendleton’s achievements and the banning 
of 31 jockeys on day one of the Festival. Kim Bailey’s 
column spotlights the achievements of Ian Renton and 
his team while Adam Hurley gives us a fabulous insight 
into the colossal losses endured by the bookmakers, 
maybe their worst ever week contributed in no small 
measure to our best ever week?

There is much to look forward to in the month ahead 
with Chris Pitt hosting a Grand National preview event 
on April 5 and our club night on April 20 has a literary 
flavour as Alastair Down, Richard Austen and Jamie 
Read are our guests.

Our next stop is Aintree in just a few weeks, I’ll need 
some early nights before then but can hardly wait. 
Willie Mullins will have a stronger presence than last 
year as he tries to snatch the Trainers Championship 
from Paul Nicholls’ grasp and Many Clouds returns 
with a serious chance of retaining his crown as the 
Grand National winner.

Make sure you’re there... it’s going to be fantastic

Enjoy the racing

Steve Ennis
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The privilege of editing our club magazine 
has never been more apparent than when 
speaking to our March guest Tim Radford 
on the Monday after the Festival. Tim 
is the CEO of Timico, the new sponsors 
of the Cheltenham Gold Cup and also 
owns several high profile horses such as 
Somersby, Knock House and others; here’s 
Tim’s reflections on a week to treasure.

It’s the Monday after the Festival, how 
was your Cheltenham 
experience?
It feels like a dream, Friday 
was amazing. The day 
started so positively with 
Dan Skelton, who trains 
for me, feeling very bullish 
about the chances of 
Superb Story in the County 
Hurdle. Nico de Boinville 
had spoken to a number of our guests at the 
sponsors lunch pre racing, taking us through 
which horses he felt would do well on the 
racecard. I teased that he had overlooked Superb 
Story’s chances in the County Hurdle and was 
delighted for Dan when he won. His season has 
seen real progress and to land a Festival winner is 
a great achievement.

The Gold Cup was in many ways disappointing, 
when we spoke last week I told you I was really 

hoping Cue Card would win for the Tizzard family 
and collect the £1 million bonus. He looked so 
positive on the second circuit, coming through 
a gap to join the leaders before three out. The 
nagging disappointment is we were not treated 
to the battle up the hill that would surely have 
unfolded had he stayed on his feet. The classic 
races are those where an epic battle takes place 
up the hill, but it was not to be. In the end, all 
credit to Don Cossack for a superb performance.

Of the day itself, we’ve had only positive feedback 
from our clients, shareholders and advisors, we 
have been thrilled with the whole experience. 
We’ve to work hard to build on this experience 
and will have a full debrief to reflect on all 
aspects of our sponsorship. We know now that 
there is much more capital can be made of our 
sponsorship, the whole experience has exceeded 
our expectations.

Were you thrilled to have HRH The Princess 
Royal present the Gold Cup?
It was very special, Princess Anne was advising me 
on what to do in the prize giving, we had a plan, 

but this went out of the 
window as HRH presented 
everything. Michael 
O’Leary was wild with 
excitement at winning 
and all the Gigginstown 
connections were thrilled.

Was the decision to 
sponsor the race a 

decision ruled by your heart or by your 
head?
I got the call from Ian Renton who offered me the 
opportunity but said he needed a quick answer. 
I said I’d call him back in five minutes. Peter 
Greenall, (Lord Daresbury), our Non-Executive 
Chairman really understands the racing business 
having been at Aintree for 25 years and helped 
us to arrive at an answer. Our business has grown 
quickly in the last ten years, but as we’re a B2B 

business it’s reasonable that few know our name. 
This opportunity seemed a wonderful thing 
to attach the name of Timico to. The Gold Cup 
represents excellence, it reeks of quality, the 
race is a premier sporting world event and has 
huge potential to elevate our name to a wider 
audience.

I called back inside the five minutes and we 
agreed to a four year sponsorship with the option 
to renew.

Did the Victoria Pendleton coverage 
impede or help promote Timico’s Gold Cup 
sponsorship on your day?
Victoria Pendleton added a different dimension 
to the day and did a sterling job. Beforehand 
there were doubts if the horse would get the trip, 
but he finished going better than any which is 
testimony to Paul Nicholls. The horse did a great 
job and the story had a happy ending when all 
sorts could have gone wrong, it certainly added 
to the interest of the day. 

If you could improve your sponsorship 
what ideas do you have in this respect?
We have discussed this question at length and 
are open to ideas. We would like to broaden the 

appeal of the race such that it captures more of 
the public’s imagination. The Cue Card bonus was 
a very attractive incentive, but this can only apply 
to one horse, we would like to develop ideas that 
broaden the appeal of the race for owners and 
provide a connection for people to engage with 
it.

You came to Cheltenham last week as a 
fan, an owner and a sponsor, which of 
these are foremost in your mind when 
thinking of Cheltenham?
Without doubt being an owner is the role that 
dominates your thinking. I’ve been coming to 
Cheltenham for years as a fan, then in 2005 and 
since I’ve been an owner. I’ve had four second 
placed horses and five third placed horses and 
no winner to date. In 2005 Racing Demon got 
chinned on the line by No Refuge in the RSA 
hurdle and it’s been a quest ever since to go one 
better.

 Racing Demon came close in the RSA 
Hurdle in 2005 Knock House will go the 
Grand National next month
There’s so much emotional energy spent just 
getting your horses to the Festival and on the 

I called back inside 
the five minutes and 
we agreed to a four 

year sponsorship

TIM RADFORD
GUEST COLUMN

Wild celebrations greeted the victory of Don Cossack in the Timico Cheltenham Gold Cup
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day itself your nerves are jingling. I’m a big 
supporter of racing being an everyman sport 
and I’m uneasy with some taking a view that it’s 
a commercial march to the winners enclosure. 
Coneygree was a fantastic winner last year for the 
small owner and that’s why I was routing for Cue 
Card this year.

Your own horses performed well last week, 
what are their plans next?
Somersby did us proud in the Champion Chase, 
but that race was all about Sprinter Sacre. Brian 
Hughes said of Somersby that he felt more like a 
six year old as he loves it around Cheltenham. Our 
plan is to take him to the Melling Chase at Aintree 
next month, we just hope he isn’t over the top as 
he has only had four runs this season. Knock House 
took fourth in the Kim Muir and Nina Carberry said 
she would have had second but for getting badly 
hampered in running. We’re looking forward to the 
Grand National with him. Kasakh Noir came sixth 
in the Fred Winter and was only six lengths down 

on the line to a well handicapped horse. Dan is 
targeting a £60,000 novice hurdle on Bet365 day at 
Sandown for him. It may be we go novice chasing 
next year with Kasakh Noir. Sgt Reckless came down 
the field in the Coral Cup and we’ve no immediate 
plans for Viva Steve who came eighth in the four 
mile NH Chase.

What will be your abiding memories of the 
2016 Cheltenham Festival?
I’m an old romantic so seeing Sprinter Sacre make 
Un De Sceaux look average was truly memorable. 
He took his rightful place back as the Champion 
Chaser. I was delighted also to see the young 
trainers like Harry Fry and Dan Skelton do so well.

And finally, what are your hopes for the 
rest of the season?
I love Aintree and am really looking forward to it. It 
has a totally different atmosphere to Cheltenham 
and we’re hoping to get a winner or two.

Tim Radford

CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL 
PREVIEW EVENING

The crowds flocked in for the annual 
Cheltenham Festival Preview evening at the 
Centaur on March 13 and it proved another 
successful evening for the club in our efforts 
with the raffle and the silent auction.

Over £5,000 was raised for our various racing 
charities and many thanks go to all of our generous 
contributors and to the large team of club members 
who supported the evening. Special mention to 
for our Chairman, Doug Miles who coordinated the 
whole event which was a resounding success.

The evening got under way with a warm tribute 
from Richard Hoiles to Alan Lee, who twelve months 
earlier had presided over the same evening, how his 
presence is missed. 

There was also a new bookmaker present – The 
Winning Post – a Bristol based firm, who may 
have finished the Festival rueing their presence as 
ultimately the nations bookmakers endured their 
worst Festival in memory.

With such an outcome, was it our panellists who 
were pivotal in the downfall of the bookmakers? 
My notes from the evening suggest not, but that’s 
maybe where the fun of a preview evening resides. 
In hindsight we can smile as AP gave assurances 
that Un De Sceaux just needed to jump round to 
collect and Sprinter Sacre, while pleasing with a 
couple of wins this season had no chance in the 
Champion Chase. 

AP told us to “get on now” while Vroum Vroum 
Mag was odds against as it was like “collecting 
money”. As it turned out, it certainly was.

Which Don would win the Gold Cup? Shark Hanlon 
didn’t know, but he was sure of one thing, he 
would back the horse that Bryan Cooper chose 
not to ride, it got a laugh, but Bryan had the last 
laugh on this occasion. AP was convinced of the 
merits of Don Cossack arguing he was the highest 

rated horse in training for good reason and his win at 
Aintree the previous season had convinced him of his 
credentials to take the big one.

Richard Hoiles shared a reassuring point on the 2015 
Festival that 18 of the 27 winners came from horses 
in the first three in the betting. No doubt this statistic 
will have been improved upon in the 2016 edition as 
the average SP of this years’ winners was 7/1.

Of the panellists five bankers for the week only AP 
selected a winner in the shape of Thistlecrack who 
put in arguably the performance of the Festival with 
his win in the World Hurdle.

By the close of the evening I had a vast array of 
names for “sure things,” others that were “thrown in” 
and had been “campaigned with this race in mind.” 
By March 19 when you look back at your notes you 
smile at the fact that 90% of the names offered didn’t 
feature as anticipated, but then, we all know this is 
so and enjoy the chat all the same. What makes the 
evening isn’t anything to do with the horses offered, 
it is the collective buzz of expectation as 1000+ 
adults know the greatest four days of the year are 
upon us, I can’t wait for next years’ preview.

Steve Ennis

Shark Hanlon, Tanya Stevenson, Richard Hoiles, Will 
Kennedy and Sir AP McCoy take us through their fancies 
for the Festival

Knock House will go to the Grand National next month       Racing Demon came close in the RSA Hurdle in 2005
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The new Princess Royal Stand and the 
broader racecourse development has been 
applauded by all for the positive impact it has 
made. CTCRC’s guest columnist this month 
is David Mackinnon, the man to whom the 
responsibility was given to deliver the £45 
million redevelopment project. We caught up 
with David just before the Festival.

I understand you were a junior member of 
Cheltenham, was it through this experience 
that you became interested in racing?
That certainly contributed, but my passion for racing 
developed in my childhood. I grew up in Surrey and 
regularly went racing with my parents to Plumpton, 
Fontwell, Sandown and Kempton. I loved the smaller 
courses and similarly have vivid memories of many 
Tingle Creeks and King George’s.

I still remember as an 8 year old being told off by a 
policeman for getting in the way of HRH The Queen 
Mother one day at Sandown Park as I was looking for 
the best vantage point to watch the runners in the 
paddock. I feel privileged to have been Managing 
Director at Sandown Park for six years, up until 2012 as 
this had been a track which I had enjoyed visiting as 
a youngster.

The junior membership of Cheltenham came about 
when I was studying at Cirencester and I’ve loved the 
place ever since.

The jockey club narrative is you’re the 
man with the task of delivering a first class 
customer experience…what are some of 
the key challenges this task represents?
In 2012 I was appointed Regional Head of Operations 
for the Jockey Club in the South West. One of my 
responsibilities was the delivery of the Cheltenham 
redevelopment project including the Princess Royal 
Stand, which has proved to be a hugely rewarding 
time. It’s been almost surreal over the last eighteen 

months, the Grandstand was one 
of 14 sections of work – including 
a refurb of the weighing room, 
we delivered last years’ Festival 
with the project ongoing and 
the feedback has been excellent 
over the whole project, virtually 
devoid of any criticism. What has 

pleased me most is that the feedback from all user 
groups has been universally positive.

Was there any aspect of the project that 
surpassed your expectations?
I’d have to say the walkway above the paddock has 
been the most pleasing aspect. Cleeve Hill provides a 
wonderful amphitheatre for the racecourse, and now 
the walkway creates a second amphitheatre around 
the Paddock. When Sprinter Sacre won the Shloer 
Chase at The Open the reception was outstanding – I 
can only imagine how this will play out next week at 
the Festival.

I have to praise Kier, our construction partner, and 
Roberts Limbricks , the architects, who have helped 
to make the place so accessible. The plaza at the 
northern entrance has worked wonderfully well 
creating a big space. Many people have queried 
“what will we use it for?” Our response has been to 
say absolutely nothing! We need the space so that all 
visitors can flow through the venue comfortably.

Is the Princess Royal Stand the achievement of 
which you’re most proud?
I feel privileged to have been involved but there is 
still much more we can do to improve the experience 
of the visitor. My current project is to determine how 
we can maximise the benefits of the facilities and 
make what we’ve got even better. There is scope 
to make more use of technology to enhance the 
visitor experience and there is much that we can do 
to improve the Festival Village which is another area 
for us to focus on. We build 38,000 square metres of 
marquee every year which is the equivalent size of all 
the permanent buildings, so effectively for one week 
a year we double the size of the site. We are looking 
closely at how we can improve these facilities.

By 10.00am on Tuesday March 15 all the planning 
and delivery is done when the gates open. We then 
get the opportunity to look at our operation as a 

snap shot in time to determine what works and what 
can be improved upon. I spend much of my time 
watching and asking, what’s the customer journey 
like, how do people flow around the racecourse, 
are the catering, drinking, toilet facilities geared to 
dealing with the numbers of visitors? If it rains, can we 
manage the flow of people effectively? All of these 
questions are considered and we ask how they might 
be improved for 2017?

Which other sports do you think racing can learn 
from to enhance the customer experience further?
We don’t necessarily look at other sports we also look 
at events. For example we examine how different 
Theatre’s cope with their bar requirements at the 
interval. A couple of years ago I went to Glastonbury 
on one of their set up days to learn how they 
boost mobile phone reception. There were direct 
lessons taken from this event which we have copied 
and used to help provide significantly improved 
telephony reception across the racecourse. The 
Festival is an iconic global sporting event, as such 
we look at all the other major international sporting 
events to understand how we can improve our 
product further.

From a Head of Operations perspective, what will 
make this years’ Festival a success in your eyes?
First and foremost success is geared to running a 
safe event for 250,000 people. We need them to 
arrive safely, enjoy a good day and leave safely. 
Thereafter it’s about making memories that are 
positive and stay with people. We want to create an 
atmosphere that people cherish and want to come 

back and experience again. It’s a combination of 
providing comfortable surroundings, the freedom of 
movement, sufficient bars and catering facilities. Add 
these ingredients to a mixture of great sport and we 
hope the visitor will leave with great memories.

If the racing experience can be improved 
further, what do you see are key developments 
that will become part of the everyday 
racegoers experience in the future?
Technology will play a great part in this development. 
How you place a bet or pay for a drink may change 
dramatically in the near future. It’s quite possible 
in the future we will see no cash on a racecourse. 
Instead all types of transactions may take place 
using contact less cards. We have invested heavily 
in technology, the developments in audio visual 
technology are staggering and open up new 
possibilities. The two big screens around the plaza 
have been really well received by the public and are 
the largest free standing screens in Europe.

You know our members are reading this 
feature with the Festival having passed…so 
who were the David Mackinnon fancies for the 
Championship races?
I’m a sucker for the horses who you connect with, 
so I fancy The New One for the Champion Hurdle, 
Sprinter Sacre for the Queen Mother, Bobs Worth at 
a price for the World Hurdle and Djakadam for the 
Gold Cup.

And finally, give us a few of the crazy numbers 
that underline the scale of the Festival from an 
operational perspective?

For the Festival our team of 70 full time staff rises to 
a staggering 6,000 employees. Gloscat University 
did a study into the impact the Festival makes on 
the local economy and identified an increase of 
over £100 million. On course we sell over 265,000 
pints of Guinness and over 10,000 bottles of 
champagne!

David Mackinnon 

Steve Ennis writes post the Festival: 
Congratulations to David and all the team at 
Cheltenham, the new facilities are a significant step 
forward, David’s tipping is also impressive – Sprinter 
won at 5/1, Bobs Worth was even more rewarding for a 
place at 33/1 while Djakadam took silver again at 9/2.

DAVID MACKINNON
GUEST COLUMN

The walkway around the parade ring has created a 
superb amphitheatre as witnessed with Sprinter Sacre 
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CHELTENHAM 
FESTIVAL
REVIEW

Tuesday March 15th 

There is nothing quite like the anticipation 
felt on the Tuesday morning of the 
Cheltenham Festival. All your hopes have 
yet to be dashed and optimism reigns 
supreme.

Supreme isn’t a word you hear used too often 
in modern day parlance, but it would suitably 
describe how good Altior was in the opener as 
he powered up the hill to take the Novices by 
a comfortable seven lengths. Wind back to our 
November magazine and shrewd observers will 
have done well to follow Liam Treadwell’s fancies 
as he gave us Altior to follow for the season, along 
with Douvan , Annie Power and Vroum Vroum 
Mag, all four delivered on day one of the Festival. 

Douvan was simply majestic in the Arkle, his 
record justifiably scaring possible opponents 
to other contests. The field of seven were given 
an exhibition as he also won by an easy seven 
lengths. Word is that Willie Mullins believes this 
may be the best horse he has ever had. “He’s a 
Gold Cup horse” said the maestro from Closutton. 
He’s worth the ticket to Punchestown on his own, 
you would imagine he’ll set the standard for next 
years’ Champion Chase and then possibly step up 
to the Gold Cup in 2018.

Annie Power then reduced the man of steel, Ruby 
Walsh, to a gibbering mess in the Champion 
hurdle. This was a great training feat by Mullins, 
and even more so by Nicky Henderson who 
claimed second place with My Tent Or Yours after 
an absence of nearly two years. The substitute 

horses kept on winning when Vroum Vroum Mag 
made it eight from eight in the Mares hurdle, 
six wins over fences and two over hurdles. Her 
options are endless in terms of where next and 
on this showing she would easily give the boys a 
race wherever she goes.

Derek O’Connor made a bid for ride of the week 
in the NH Chase on Minella Rocco. The quality 
in this race has improved in recent years and 
O’Connor was cajoling his mount even on the 
first circuit. His perseverance paid off as the horse 
made a decisive move from two out to put one 
on the board for Jonjo’s team.

David Pipe had taken the three mile handicap 
earlier in the day and the closing race saw local 
trainer, Ian Williams, collect his first Festival winner 
with the well supported Ballyalton who got his 
jumping together to edge out Bouvreuil.

Steve Ennis

1.30pm Supreme Novices Hurdle
1. Altior 4/1 
2. Min 15/8F 
3. Buveur D’Air 10/1 
Jockey N de Boinville 
Trainer N Henderson
 
2.10pm Arkle Chase
1. Douvan 1/4F
2. Sizing John 9/1
3. Fox Norton 33/1
Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W P Mullins
 
2.50pm Ultima Handicap Chase
1. Un Temps Pour Tout 11/1
2. Holywell 8/1
3. The Young Master 14/1
4. Morning Assembly 10/1
Jockey T Scudamore
Trainer D Pipe
 
3.30pm Champion Hurdle
1. Annie Power 5/2F
2. My Tent Or Yours 10/1
3. Nichols Canyon 15/2
Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W P Mullins

4.10pm Mares’ Hurdle
1. Vroum Vroum Mag 4/6F
2. Rock On The Moor 66/1
3. Legacy Gold 40/1
Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W P Mullins
 
4.50pm National Hunt Chase
1. Minella Rocco 8/1
2. Native River 7/1
3. Measureofmydreams 9/1
Jockey Mr D O’Connor
Trainer J J O’Neill
 
5.30pm Novices’ Handicap Chase
1. Ballyalton 12/1
2. Bouvreuil 14/1
3. Double Shuffle 8/1
4. Bridgets Pet 33/1
Jockey B Hughes
Trainer I Williams

Going: Good to soft
Weather conditions: Overcast

Douvan powers up the hill to land the Arkle in style

One of the greatest sights in sport – as 67,770 fans cheer the horses home on Ruby Tuesday
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CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL REVIEW
Wednesday March 16th 

“Hope is a good thing, maybe the best 
thing, and no good thing ever dies” Andy 
Dufresne, Shawshank Redemption.

And so it was that many of us had the privilege 
to be able to say, “I was there” as Sprinter Sacre 
regained the Champion Chase crown after two 
years where his career teetered on the brink.

Nicky Henderson has demonstrated he is a 
master of the art of training a thoroughbred 
racehorse, but this achievement will take some 
beating, by any trainer, anytime. My head ruled 
my heart and I backed Un De Sceaux, after all, all 
he had to do was stand up and he would win 
on the bridle. Strange then that as I stood by the 
second last in the centre of the racecourse it was 
Sprinter who I screamed home up the hill.

For Nico de Boinville, the work rider turned 
winning jockey, this too was redemptive after 
the trauma of losing his mother just weeks 
before. He first rode the Champion as a three 
year old, you can only imagine how it must have 
felt as he steered him home by three lengths.

The day had begun with Yanworth falling short 
in the Neptune. He looked imperious on Trials 
Day, but if you go to enough preview nights you 
too can become confused – Alan King 1-73 in 

hurdles races at the Cheltenham Festival since 
Katchit won the Champion Hurdle in 2008. In his 
defence Yorkhill looked like one for the future.

The Hollow Bottom was no doubt a glum venue 
following the showing of The New One the 
previous day, yet here was Nigel Twiston-Davies 
jumping on the redemption bandwagon with 
an RSA/Bumper double with the tough as teak 
Blaklion and Ballyandy prevailing.

The redemption theme continued with Aidan 
Coleman collecting his first Festival winner in 
seven years while the Keighley family joined 
in the fun with their customary jig around the 
winners enclosure following the teenager, Any 
Currency’s victory in the Cross Country Chase.

Davy Russell collected a Festival winner for the 
eleventh consecutive year on Diamond King 
while Sam Twiston-Davies made it a memorable 
day for the Naunton based family by securing 
a closing double on Diego Du Charmil and 
Ballyandy, both of which were significant talking 
horses on the Festival preview circuit.

Steve Ennis

 

1.30pm Neptune Novices’ Hurdle
1. Yorkhill 3/1
2. Yanworth 11/10F
3. Its’afreebee 33/1
 Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W P Mullins
 
2.10pm RSA Chase
1. Blaklion 8/1
2. Shaneshill 16/1
3. More Of That 11/10F
Jockey R Hatch
Trainer N Twiston-Davies
 
2.50pm Coral Cup Handicap Hurdle
1. Diamond King 12/1
2. Long House Hall 16/1
3. Ubak 28/1
4. Blazer 8/1
Jockey D Russell
Trainer G Elliott
 
3.30pm Queen Mother Champion Chase
1. Sprinter Sacre 5/1
2. Un De Sceaux 4/6F
3. Special Tiara 16/1
Jockey N de Boinville
Trainer N Henderson

 4.10pm Cross Country Chase
1. Any Currency 11/1
2. Josies Orders 15/8F
3. Bless The Wings 33/1
Jockey A Coleman
Trainer M Keighley
 
4.50pm Fred Winter Handicap Hurdle
1. Diego Du Charmil 13/2
2. Romain De Semain 20/1
3. Coo Star Sivola 16/1
4. Missy Tata 10/1
Jockey S Twiston-Davies
Trainer P Nicholls
 
5.30pm Champion Bumper
1. Ballyandy 5/1
2. Battleford 25/1
3. Bacardys 16/1
Jockey S Twiston-Davies
Trainer P Nicholls

Going: Good, good to soft in places
Weather: cloudy

Ballyandy, red silks, centre, is given the full driving finish by Sam Twiston-Davies to land The Bumper for his Dad.
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CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL REVIEW
Thursday March 17th

Day three arrived and with it came 
three more winners for Messrs Walsh 
and Mullins, Black Hercules, Vautour 
and Limini, to take their tally after 20 
completed races to seven victories 
apiece. Their domination of the game is 
unprecedented, and we should enjoy it as 
they have raised the bar to a new standard 
of excellence. 

The Princess Royal Stand has afforded the 
spectator the chance to establish new favoured 
viewing positions. On each day I’d taken up a 
position at the left edge of the stand as it looked 
directly onto the final hurdle. Access back to 
the winners enclosure after a race was easy 
and it seemed wherever you went, there was 
more room to move about and plenty of great 
vantage points to take in the racing.

St Patrick’s day obliged the Irish as they took 
six of the seven races during the day. The lone 
British victory saw Thistlecrack take your breath 
away with a stunning victory in the World 
Hurdle. Second was seven lengths in arrears 
while the gallant Bobs Worth took third a remote 
29 lengths behind. Thistlecracks’ 178 RP rating 
was the highest for a hurdler at the Festival in 30 
years, what a performance.

If the Tizzards’ do go chasing with Thistlecrack 
he could prove very high class. Already in that 
category is Vautour, re-routed on the eve of the 

Festival to the Ryanair Chase he took this race 
in the same facile manner as his two previous 
Festival victories. Hopefully this episode will 
prove decisive in encouraging a review by the 
BHA into the declarations system, the Festival, 
the owners of other horses and the betting 
public all deserve better.

Michael O’Leary fired two of his better bullets 
at the Ryanair Chase in an effort to win the race 
he has sponsored for eleven years. Little did he 
know that the racing Gods had a bigger prize in 
mind for him the following day.

By the close of day three the bookmakers were 
licking their wounds as one fancied horse after 
the other kept on winning. In the Kim Muir, it 
would have been reasonable for the bookies to 
think they would get some money back, only to 
find Jamie Codd come from two out with at least 
ten horses in front of him to take the victory, the 
second stunning amateur ride of the week.

1.30pm JLT Novices Chase
1. Black Hercules 4/1C
2. Bristol De Mai 4/1C
3. L’Ami Serge 8/1
Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W P Mullins
 
2.10pm Pertemps Handicap Hurdle
1. Mall Dini 14/1
2. Arpege D’Alene 14/1
3. If In Doubt 10/1
4. Taglietelle 14/1
Jockey D Russell
Trainer P G Kelly
 
2.50pm Ryanair Chase
1. Vautour Evens F
2. Valseur Lido 11/1
3. Road To Riches 7/1
Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W P Mullins
 
3.30pm Ryanair World Hurdle
1. Thistlecrack Evens F
2. Alpha Des Obeaux 8/1
3. Bobs Worth 33/1
Jockey T Scudamore
Trainer C Tizzard
 

4.10pm Brown Advisory Handicap Chase
1. Empire Of Dirt 16/1
2. Tango De Juilley 33/1
3. Kings Palace 11/1
4. Full Shift 7/1
Jockey B Cooper
Trainer C Murphy
 
4.50pm Mares’ Novice Hurdle
1. Limini 8/11F
2. Dusky Legend 50/1
3. Bloody Mary 7/1
Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W P Mullins
 
5.30pm Kim Muir Handicap Chase
1. Cause Of Causes 9/2
2. A Good Skin 14/1
3. Silvergrove 16/1
4. Knock House 16/1
Jockey Mr J J Codd
Trainer G Elliott

Going:  Good
Weather:  Fine, sunny

Thistlecrack – a beautiful sight as he destroyed the field in the World Hurdle

 Smart casual was the dress code for St Patricks Day

Jamie Codd on Cause Of 
Causes. Ireland 6 v 1 Great 
Britain On St Patrick’s Day
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Friday March 18th

Day four began early as I took the 
opportunity to see Don Poli and Djakadam 
go through their morning exercises on the 
racecourse from 8.00am. 

Willie Mullins must have had twenty plus horses 
going through their paces and each horse 
looked in absolute mint condition. 

Fit horses are the basic ingredient for success 
at the Festival, but previous course form is also 
something to look out for. Indeed, were you 
marking your card at the Paddy Power meeting 
on Sunday November 15 2015 you may have 
noted the following, Altior, Sprinter Sacre, 
Unowwhatimeanharry and Ballyandy all won. 
Superb Story, who won the County Hurdle, also 
came second in the Greatwood, while Festival 
success for placed horses Savello and Fox 
Norton also saw them placed on same card at 
Cheltenham.

The news on the morning had a surreal air 
as a the media was awash with the Victoria 
Pendleton story in the Foxhunters. The Festival is 
over, and I must confess to having no idea what 
the “Switching Saddles” project purpose was. 
Were Betfair hoping more of the public would 
open an account on the basis that Victoria was 
trying to become a jockey?

 Whatever the motives, her achievement was 
quite astonishing, it’s just a shame the media 
wanted to talk about her exploits rather than 
the Timico Gold Cup which had the potential to 
be the best renewal since the Kauto/Denman 
era. The irony is that Victoria’s success serves 
only to heighten the difficulty racing has to 
connect with the wider public, who are no wiser 
as to who Don Cossack is today than they were 

before the Festival, due in part to the coverage 
being skewed in Victoria’s direction.

The Triumph was exactly that for Joseph O’Brien, 
albeit his father Aidan was accredited with the 
victory. Paul Nicholls’ protégé’s Dan Skelton 
and Harry Fry took the next two races. The talk 
before the Festival was if Nicholls would get a 
winner, he finished with three and three second 
placed horses. He must have also had a degree 
of pride in the success of his old assistants and 
he did a great job in training Pacha Du Polder. 
We can all look forward to seeing more of Willie 
Mullins’ horses at Aintree as he looks to capture 
the GB trainers title off Paul Nicholls.

Club member Paul Walker had a day never to 
forget when the syndicate he is in, The Harry 
Fry Racing Club, took the Albert Bartlett and our 
columnist John Hales took the Martin Pipe in 
good style with Ibis Du Rheu.

And so to the Gold Cup, Smad Place set a true 
gallop and the race was bubbling up nicely 
as they approached three out. Cue Card was 
beginning to stake his claim and possibly 
capture the £1million bonus when he came 
crashing down at the third last. Don Cossack and 
Djakadam were left clear and on the home bend 
Bryan Cooper made the decisive move to get 
the inside rail on Don Cossack. He jumped all 22 
fences with aplomb and came away a deserved 
4 ½ length winner to the valiant Djakadam who 
once more took second.

The Festival continues to deliver outstanding 
moments, new heroes stepped forward, while 
old ones tugged on your heart strings. The 28 
races epitomise the very best of National Hunt 
racing. Lets’ hope Aintree does the same.

Steve Ennis

1.30pm Triumph Hurdle
1. Ivanovich Gorbatov 9/2F
2. Apple’s Jade 12/1
3. Footpad 5/1
Jockey B Geraghty
Trainer J O’Brien
 
2.10pm County Handicap Hurdle
1. Superb Story 8/1
2. Fethard Player 33/1
3. Sternrubin 33/1
4. Wait For Me 7/1J
Jockey H Skelton
Trainer D Skelton
 
2.50pm Albert Bartlett Novices’ Hurdle
1. Unowhatimeanharry 11/1
2. Fagan 33/1
3. Champers On Ice 20/1
Jockey N Fehily
Trainer H Fry
 
3.30pm Cheltenham Gold Cup
1. Don Cossack 9/4F
2. Djakadam 9/2
3. Don Poli 9/2
Jockey B Cooper
Trainer G Elliott

 

4.10pm Foxhunter Chase
1. On The Fringe 13/8F
2. Marito 14/1
3. Paint The Clouds 9/2
Jockey Ms N Carberry 
Trainer E Bolger
 
4.50pm Martin Pipe Handicap Hurdle
1. Ibis Du Rheu 14/1
2. Flying Angel 8/1
3. Sky Khan 50/1
4. Tully East 50/1
Jockey J Sherwood
Trainer P Nicholls
 
5.30pm Grand Annual Handicap Chase
1. Solar Impulse 28/1
2. Dandridge 8/1
3. Rock The World 9/2F
4. Savello 25/1
Jockey S Twiston-Davies
Trainer P Nicholls 

Going:  Good
Weather: Overcast

 Don Cossack, a wonderfully deserving Timico Gold Cup winner shared the limelight with the courageous 
Victoria Pendleton who took 5th in the Foxhunters
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Our February club night saw two of our three 
guests arrive in the shape of local trainers 
James Evans and Sam Thomas. Richard 
Hobson sent apologies via text message on 
route to Kelso where his horse Chic Name 
was racing the following day. One guest 
down was no problem as the eminently 
capable Roger Hart grabbed the proceedings 
by the scruff of the neck and ensured the 
audience were kept amused with a flurry of 
witty one liners all evening.

Roger kicked the evening off with a quick reprise 
of the guests cv’s. We learned that Sam had 
begun as a 16 year old with David Evans on the 
Welsh borders and learned that “whatever you 
do – celebrate your winners” as you might not get 
another one. A spell on the point to point circuit 
continued Sam’s education before two years 
under the tutelage of Venetia Williams, saying 
“she’s a brilliant trainer, not just looking for the next 
race, but also for having a long term view”. While 
at Venetia’s Sam had the opportunity to ride in 
Japan, leaving Venetia’s was a tough decision, but 
proved the gateway to a rare opportunity in any 
riders career where Sam then became involved 
heavily with the halcyon days at Paul Nicholls’ yard 
enjoying rides on Big Bucks, Master Minded, Kauto 
Star and the most treasured memory of all when 
riding Denman to victory in great style in 2008 in 
the Gold Cup….incredibly already 8 years ago.

Sam added that he has not retired as a jockey, the 
goal being to ride a winner that he trains before 
calling it a day in the saddle, to add to the 503 
winners spanning 12 years and £5.6million in prize 
money.

Since setting up as a trainer Sam suggested he had 

called around 500-600 people to see if they would 
send him horses to train, this effort had enabled 
him to build the yard up to 12 runners and the 
wish now is for the arrival of spring ground which 
he believes his yard needs to start finding the 
winners enclosure.

James Evans’ journey to training by contrast 
happened more as a circumstance of he and his 
wife falling for the thrill of training a winner and 
deciding to move out of the point to point scene 
into the world of the full licensed trainer.

The challenge for the smaller yard is familiar to all 
in securing new owners. As James put it, “It’s been 
a nightmare, it’s a long process and word of mouth 
is the way it works. Winners don’t bring new 

owners, it’s loyal owners who spread the word 
putting out ripples on the pond”.

James went onto say, “It’s a vocation, we’re able to 
make a living, we have 20 boxes and 20 horses are 
in training. They all can win and I’ve no passengers. 
We tell people quickly if they have a bad one. It 
costs £1000-£1500 a month whether they’re good 
or bad so I’d rather be honest”.

James advised that he uses the April / May 
Brightwell sales to find new horses as the big 
hitters have disappeared by then and bargains can 
still be found. James looks for Irish 5 year olds that 
the Irish don’t want to return home with. James 
backs himself to find the right horses and it is often 
his own money that gets invested…”I’m backing 
myself to find winners”.

Under Rogers prompting James moved on to talk 
about the current jockeys riding and argued that 
standards have risen due to the improvements 
in the junior ranks in pony riding. James uses our 
own Liam Treadwell regularly suggesting he likes 
Liam as he will tell you exactly what he has felt 
when riding any horse.

A good word was also given for Will Featherstone, 
who at just 22 is a strong and stylish rider who is 
growing up quickly and has a handy 7lb claim.

The thorny issue of prize money crept into the 
discussion and both James and Sam recognised 
this is a central challenge for all trainers. This in 
turn, then puts pressure on staffing in yards. James 
quipped “in my day racing colleges were known 
as Borstal, I can tell you lots of stories about staff…I 

had one on 
Crimewatch 
and he was 
one of my 
good ones, 
he had a 
brain and 
got done for 
credit card 
fraud!” 

Sam advised 
that he does 

much of the riding out to keep costs down, but it 
also helps get a good feel for how the horses are 
progressing. Sam argued that part of the current 
success in Irish racing is down to the fact that 
many of the stronger yards are filled with highly 
skilled work riders.

The Willie Mullins success will pass according to 
Sam, so we should all enjoy it while it is happening. 
But for the smaller trainers the success of the 
Coneygree’s and the Sire De Grugy’s are what 
inspire as they demonstrate that the small owner 
breeder can do well among the big boys.

We learned that Sam has ridden out at Ben 
Pauling’s yard and believes Barters Hill to be the 
real deal in the Albert Bartlett. Ben had reportedly 
been offered £1million for him by an Irish owner, 
but such a horse is what could really make Ben’s 
career take off, so he’s kept him. He has a genuine 
heart and will to win and Sam made him his 
Festival banker.

James put up Blaklion as one he would like to 
follow at the Festival suggesting the Twiston-
Davies horse is really tough and will always give 
you a run for your money.

Another engaging and entertaining evening drew 
to a close with both guests applauding the return 
of racing to Hereford in the autumn. Our hope 
from all at CTCRC is they both enjoy winners there 
in 2016-17.

Steve Ennis

FEBRUARY
CLUB NIGHT

James revealed he enjoyed recruiting staff through unlikely routes and some of his team 
enjoyed TV fame

“He was like an aeroplane that day and gave me the 
best feel I have ever had on a horse” Sam Thomas on 
Denman, March 14 2008
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In the build-up for the Cheltenham festival 
we were very pleased with the improved 
form of Unioniste in two races at Kelso, 
one which he won and then subsequently 
second to a very impressive Many Clouds.

We got to within ten lengths receiving 4 lbs but 
if we go to the Grand National with Unioniste we 
will receive 16 lbs from Many Clouds. Unioniste 
will now be schooled over the National fences 
to ensure he is confident going into the National.

Our family will review the video’s of him 
schooling over the big fences and then make the 
final decision on whether he runs in the National. 
There is no doubt that he has a very attractive 
weight so we will have to wait and see.

We have just come home from the Cheltenham 
festival and it was a very enjoyable week 
following the Cheltenham preview on the 
Sunday prior to the meeting which we found 
very enjoyable. We were obviously delighted to 
get a winner on the last day with Ibis Du Rheu 
in the Martin Pipe Race and particularly pleased 
for Jack Sherwood who had not had the best 
of fortune during the current season. I wonder 
what his father said when he heard the news in 
India where he was on holiday. He must have 
been overjoyed at Jacks success in getting his 
first winner at Cheltenham especially as he had 
saved the occasion to do it at the Festival. Jack 
gave Ibis a great ride and the stamina the horse 
showed coming up the hill was very impressive, 
hopefully we can look forward to seeing him 
take to fences over three miles.

Our first runner on the Tuesday was Vicente who 
I own with Ian Fogg. We are confident he would 
have been in the first three had he not been 
hampered by a loose horse coming down the hill, 
nevertheless it was a good performance. On the 
Wednesday I was really looking forward to seeing 
Politologue in the Coral Cup. He did everything 
right and was always in a good position but all 
my friends noticed that something happened 
coming down the hill when his tail went in the 
air. Returning to the unsaddling area we could 
see he had been struck into which was sufficient 
to put him out of contention. The injury was only 
superficial but he was very sore the next day. It is 
now likely that he will have finished for the season 
but I will really look forward to seeing him go 
novice chasing next season.

Thursday was the big day for us with Al Ferof 
going for the Ryanair Chase and Aux Ptits Soins 
in the World Hurdle. Al Ferof gave his best to 

finish fourth with the three horses in front of him 
all previously targeted at the Gold Cup. Vautour 
was a very worthy winner and is an outstanding 
horse. At least my guest Nicolas Lageneste from 
France enjoyed the moment as he bred Vautour 
and Aux Ptits Soins. I do think that the racing 
authorities should review the rules where horses 
have duplicate entries with the declaration day 
very close to the day of the race. I know someone 
who backed Al Ferof to win at 7/2 but on the day 
could have got 14/1. The betting public are the 
most important people in the sport and they 
must be protected from situations like this. I must 
say that nobody did anything wrong within the 
rules as they stand. Al Ferof gave his all and it is 
very special to be his owner.

We will now review our 
options going forward 
but retirement is not yet 
on the agenda when he 
continues to perform 
at such a high level. 
Aux Ptits Soins went 
into a very competitive 
race without any prior 
racing in the season. He 
gave a very impressive 
performance until tiring 
near to home. If he 

comes out of the race without any problems you 
could see him at Aintree but we will leave that 
decision to Paul Nicholls. I am very excited about 
APS, he has a great cruising speed and next year 
you will see him go novice chasing, I am hoping 
that one day he will be a Gold Cup horse. The 
winner of the World Hurdle was very impressive 
and will have an exciting career chasing if his 
owners choose that route.

Overall we really enjoyed the Festival. I would 
like to thank Ian Renton and his team with the 
increase in the number of exits which made it 
far better to leave after the last race. A big thank 
you to the management team who presented 
the winners with a fully titled and framed photo 
of the winning horse immediately after the 
presentation. In addition we also received a 
presentation folder that when opened showed 
a full video of the race. This is an excellent 
innovation and very much appreciated. Thank 
you Cheltenham.

We now plan for Aintree, Ayr and probably 
Punchestown. The excitement and anticipation 
continues.

John Hales

All at CTCRC thank John for make a donation 
to the charity raffle at the Preview evening and 
send their congratulations to John on another 
Festival victory.

Vautour – a worthy winner, but the betting public 
need to be better served by the declarations process

Jack Sherwood shows what it means to have a 
Festival winner and the winners enclosure provided 
a happy moment for all connections

JOHN HALES
COLUMN

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.
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What a week, what a Festival. I could fill every 
page of this publication waxing lyrical about 
the greatest show on turf we’ve just witnessed, 
but I’m here to talk betting and bookmakers, so 
let’s get on with it…

The roar that sends the runners on their way in the 
Supreme Novice Hurdle was probably surpassed by 
the noise us bookies made when hot favourite Min 
was turned over, but hang on…who’s that winning? 
It’s the second favourite Altior, a theme that would 
continue throughout the week. On the rare occasion 
a short priced one was getting beat, up would pop 
a winner that was by no means un-backed. More on 
those later…

Altior was good, but Douvan was great. An SP of 
1/4 ensured that in reality this one didn’t do much 
damage aside from the multiples, and don’t forget 
he was never much bigger than 5/2 Ante Post. 
Douvan was the first leg of a chunky four figure 
double in my Cheltenham Town Centre shops, the 
second leg being Vroum Vroum Mag in the Mares 
Hurdle. The customer in question might as well of 
skipped the deodorant in the morning, as he never 
had a moment to sweat! Two facile victories for the 
Mullins-Walsh-Ricci team, with the best of them yet to 
mention…

Annie Powers redemption in the Champion 
Hurdle was my personal highlight of the week. 
She thoroughly deserved to finally get on the 
Cheltenham score-sheet, and with a bit more luck 
could have won three different grade one hurdle 
races in the last three Festivals. A fabulously brave 
and versatile mare. With the late switch to this race, 
and plenty of doubters on the day, this actually 
wasn’t too bad a result for us. However sometimes 
when you work in the bookmaking industry you 
actually couldn’t care less what the result means 
financially to you, you just simply enjoy the moment 
for what it is. I was fist pumping as much as Ruby 
as he crossed the line, and the tears from him and 
owner Rich Ricci afterwards spoke volumes about 

what this victory meant.

So once again the Mullins-Walsh combo could only 
manage to win three out of four in the day one 
fourfold. Min fluffing his lines in the opener meant 
that this didn’t have the drama of last years near miss, 
but it’s fair to say us bookies were saved huge pay-
outs once again. That said, day one was definitely one 
for the punters.

Day two started in a familiar fashion, a hot favourite 
in Yanworth getting turned over, but by the well 
supported Yorkhill. This one was actually subject to 
one of the biggest each way singles my shops took 
all week, the customer banking over 7k from this 
victory. Two high class novices it seems, and it will be 
interesting to see which way they go next season.

Blaklion in the RSA was the only decent result for 
bookmakers on the day, particularly with the big two 
More Of That and the unfortunate No More Heroes 
failing to deliver. I personally couldn’t see this one 
winning, and wonder how strong the form will prove 
to be.

The highlight of day two was unquestionably Sprinter 
Sacre's return to the top table, Nicky Henderson 
somehow coaxing him back to his best form to 
retain his Champion Chase crown, three years after 
the first. On his runs so far this season I couldn’t see 
him beating Un De Sceaux, but beat him he did and 
convincingly too. Another favourite chinned, but 
once again by a winner who was equally as popular 
in the betting shops. 

Wins on this day for Diamond King 12/1, Coral Cup, 
Diego Du Charmil 13/2, Fred Winter and Ballyandy 
5/1, Bumper all proved costly, particularly as two 

of those were tipped by the popular Pricewise in 
the Racing Post. You may or may not know that 
Ladbrokes guarantee ‘paper prices’ for fifteen minutes 
at 9am each Saturday and for major midweek race 
days. We took bundles on the latter two at 8/1 that 
morning, and I actually made it up to the course just 
in time that day to see them both win live. I never got 
to the course again that week, and there is a rumour 
that my employer put me under house arrest to avoid 
any further jinxing of the results.

2-0 to the punters quickly became 3-0 on the 
Thursday, wins for Vautour Evens, Thistlecrack Evens 
and Limini 8/11 doing the damage. These were 
incredibly popular in trebles, including one lumpy 
bet struck in euros at one of my shops. The returns 
were well into five figures, and this would prove to 
be our biggest single pay-out of the week. There was 
bucket loads of cash for these three good things, the 
singles on Vautour alone cost my four shops £50k. 
Throw into the mix that we laid Thistlecrack at 6/4 in 
the guarantee period, and it added up to the worst 
day for losses that I’ve seen in fifteen years of working 
in Cheltenham.

These three were each fantastic in their own right 
however, a fact I was able to appreciate more later 
that night watching a reply on Racing UK with a large 
glass of wine in hand. Vautour did a good impression 
of his JLT romp from last year, and justified the late 
switch to the Ryanair Chase. It would have been 
fascinating to see how he got on in the big one 
though, perhaps we’ll get that chance next year, and 
he’s 6/1 with Ladbrokes if you want to get on early.

Thistlecrack has rapidly risen through the ranks of the 
staying hurdle division this season, to the point that 
you can’t see any horse troubling him. Domination 
would be his over hurdles for the next few years you 
feel, but connections seem set on chasing and going 
for the Gold Cup next season. A mouth-watering 

prospect, and he’s 8/1 in our first show on the race.

On to the final day then…isn’t it frightening how 
quickly it comes, would there be a reprieve for the 
bookmakers? Any hope was soon extinguished by a 
winning favourite in the Triumph Hurdle, Ivanovich 
Gorbatov 9/2 proving that the early season hype 
was not un-founded. It seemed only fitting that a 
bookie bashing duo from the past, Aidan O’Brien and 
JP McManus, should get in on the act and deliver 
a knockout blow of their own. Apparently JP had a 
hefty single on his horse on the day of the race, but 
I’m pleased to report that for once it wasn’t my shops 
paying out.

Superb Story in the County Hurdle was popular, 
Unowhatimeanharry was popular in the Albert 
Bartlett, you get the message. It was only the two 
wins for Paul Nicholls in the final two races of the 
Festival that I could honestly say were good results, 
but by then it was akin to putting a plaster on a 
severed leg.

Finally the highlight of the week, and the entire 
National Hunt season, the Cheltenham Gold Cup. For 
once I was personally happy as I’d kept the faith with 
Don Cossack after his unfortunate tumble in the King 
George. Professionally however it was the final nail in 
the coffin, with Don Cossack being heavily supported 
throughout the day from 3/1 into 9/4 favouritism, an 
SP that would have been unthinkable a few weeks 
ago. It was a fantastic race with the cream rising to 
the top, but hearts go out to the connections of Cue 
Card who was right in there fighting when falling 
three fences from home. That fall saved the Jockey 
Club £1 Million pounds, perhaps they could lend us 
poor bookies a few quid!

Adam Hurley

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

Vautour, followed by Thistlecrack, followed by Limini left us bookmakers on our knees, it seemed every man in 
town had the treble

My four Cheltenham shops lost £50K on Vautour alone 
making it our worst day in my 15 years at Ladbrokes
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What a wonderful week.. This years 
Cheltenham Festival was in my opinion 
the best ever. Huge crowds. Great racing. 
Stunning horses and Victoria Pendleton.

If we take the horses first.. we saw a new order 
appear. A new Champion Hurdler in Annie 
Power who demolished the field.. was it a 
substandard race.. no surely not; they broke 
the track record. Imagine the power of trainer 
Willie Mullins and owner Rich Ricci to be able to 
supplement a second string when their number 
one horse and last year’s winner Faugheen had 
gone wrong, and still win this prestigious race 
with ease.

Top new novice hurdle winner with Altior. Now 
he really was impressive and more importantly 
started the meeting off with an English trained 
winner - we liked that. The Irish were back on 
the winners board with Douvan in the Arkle 
and then Vroum Vroum Mag never came off 
the bridle in the Mares hurdle. The rest of the 

day went to England with two locally trained 
winners in Minella Rocco and Ballyalton.

Day 2 and it was still cold. The Champion 
Chase winner Sprinter Sacre soon warmed us 
up and brought the house down. There were 
sounds of thunderous clapping and sight of 
rivers of tears in appreciation for a brilliant 
training performance and a great horse. The 
day belonged to Henderson because it was a 
fabulous feat. Local trainer Nigel Twiston Davies 
might have been down after The New One only 
finished fourth in the Champion Hurdle but he 
soon made it up by putting two on the score 
board with tough displays from Blaklion and 
Ballyandy.

Day 3 and the sun shone and we were warm. 
Thistlecrack was so mightily impressive in the 
Ryanair Stayers Hurdle.. Wow.. he demolished 
the field and showed something very special. 
Tom Scudamore could hardly keep his gum 
shield in half way down the hill as he was 

KIM BAILEY
COLUMN

grinning so much, and they had half a mile to 
race. Now that is confidence for you. Vautour 
won the Ryanair Chase and Willie Mullins went 
way ahead on the trainers table for the meeting 
with 7 winners after 3 day.

Day 4 and very cold.. That did not stop the 
world and his wife descending on this great 
racecourse. Gold Cup and VP day. It was to 
be a day of new faces. Aidan O Brien or rather 
son Joseph trained the first when taking the 
JCB Triumph Hurdle, stewards enquired as to 
who really trained the winner! This was shortly 
followed by Dan Skelton, Martin Keighley and 
Harry Fry training their first ever festival winner. 
Don Cossack was imperious in the Gold Cup. 
I have always loved this horse and he was my 
selection of the week. The race was marred by 
the fact that Cue Card fell when very much in 
contention at the infamous down hill fence. 

Would he have won? It was another first for top 
Irish trainer Gordon Elliott. A man going places 
so fast that the great Willie Mullins will have to 
look over his shoulder slightly more often than 
he is used to.

Then we had Victoria Pendleton. What a lady 
and what a great ride she gave her horse 
and all of us watching were willing her just to 
get around. Finishing fifth was some mighty 
performance and one that did more good to the 
jump racing cause than all of the winners of the 
week.. Outside racing she is well known while 
others are not. Please somebody grab her, pay 
her and make her Jump Racings Ambassador.

 It was a phenomenal weeks racing and before 
I go please can I add that the new grandstand 
was simply spectacular.. its views and space 
made the winners enclosure even better. 
Well done to Ian Renton, Simon Claisse, David 
Mackinnon and the team at Cheltenham for 
making 2016 a very special Festival.. roll on 2017

Kim Bailey 
Kim Bailey Racing Ltd 
Thorndale Farm, Andoversford 
Cheltenham, Glos. GL54 4LL 
T: 01242 890241 F: 01242 890193 
M: 07831 416859 

www.kimbaileyracing.com
Altior got proceedings off to a thrilling start for the 
British supporters

Victoria Pendleton could do so much good for 
racing, her fifth in the Foxhunters was outstanding

What a pair of substitutes…Annie Power, left, and Vroum Vroum Mag enjoy their morning exercise on 
Wednesday after success in the Champion Hurdle and mares Hurdle respectively
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would not want to ride him as he is naughty. The 
young jockeys ride him out, but he is a pleasure to do 
and always looks stunning. He has won best turned 
out nearly every time.

Flo and I had an unsuccessful day at Kempton on 
Bet Bright Chase Day. The Saint James fell when 
going nicely. It was not a nice fall and James looked 
very sorry for himself. Richard Johnson later rode my 
beloved Dursey Sound, who though very outclassed 
was jumping round cleanly out the back when Mr 
Muddle (famous from Mattie Bachelor’s ‘Wocket 
Woy’ candid camera films) unseated Marc Goldstein 
– actually star-fished him out of the saddle. Thus, 
Dursey jinxed and unseated Dickie. It is not often 
Dickie gets unseated in such fashion and he stated 
that “Dursey Sound knew where I was going before 
I did!” It was far from a great day’s racing, but Dursey 
put a smile on all of our faces. 

Holywell, Shutthefrontdoor and Gray Hession are 
our Grand National entries. Gray Hession is unlikely 
to get in but won three chases last summer. 
Shutthefrontdoor, known as Rupert, is ridden former 
jockey Alan Berry at home, who has been heard 
muttering about “good omens” and similarities to his 
former hero Don’t Push It. As not one to tempt fate, I 
am simply excited at the prospect of having a runner 
in a big race that I have never led up in before.

Cheltenham Festival 2016
The excitement in the yard was simmering by the 
evening stables on Monday. I actually felt the tingling 

of a few nerves. Stratford was cancelled due to 
flooding so I did not get to take Dursey there as a 
means of distraction. Everyone had an early night to 
be fresh and ready for the week ahead.

Tuesday is always a great day to go: the atmosphere 
pulsates. Flo Willis and Rodrigo Ramos were having 
their first ever Festival experience. So, when the 
plaiting was finished, I sent them off to have a look 
around, just in time for them to see the parade of 
retired heroes. Rodrigo returned like a kid in a candy 
store, having seen a few of his Festival heroes and 
then hearing the famous roar as the first race jumped 
off.

Flo took Beg To Differ in the Ultima handicap chase. I 
had Holywell in it. He plodded like a big Labrador in 
the pre-parade but as soon as his saddle and blinkers 
were on, he marched impatiently on, not wanting to 
stop for anything. Holywell ran an absolute blinder to 
finish second and looked the winner until the second 
last. David Pipe’s horse was carrying 5lb less and had 
decent form (winner of the French champion hurdle). 
Yet, nothing was taken away from Holywell in defeat: 
the little horse with a big, big heart. He jumped like 
a bunny and ran his heart out. Whilst watching, I 
could barely shout for him as I was rooted to the spot 
covering my eyes and shaking. Carolyn White, head of 
travelling to Dr Newland and a great friend, came and 
put her arms around me in a gesture of support. The 
crowd surrounding the winner’s enclosure cheered 
and clapped him almost as much as the winner. I 
could not stop patting him; what a hero. I have only 
looked after him for this season, but he is brilliant to 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

Pre-Festival
Up at Doncaster at the end of January, Judith 
Hambraeus had her first day racing. Judith, 
nineteen, came over from Sweden in November 
to gain experience with horses and the English 
language. Already having impeccable English, I 
am not sure the colourful language in racing is 
what she sought.

I led up Holywell in the Betbright Chase, which I still 
call the ‘Great Yorkshire Chase’. Conditional jockey 
Paddy Cowley had stayed to help saddle after 
riding She’s Late. He had been riding Holywell out 
too. There had been an article in the Racing Post 
stating Holywell had finally hit his time of year, but 
everything at Donny disputed this: the sleety rain and 
freezing temperatures. Ridden out the back by Will 
Kennedy, Holywell downed tools and was not even 
blowing when I collected him. I bowed by head in 

shame at Holywell’s naughtiness but half of me was 
laughing at his character.

Judith saw the other side of racing, that beyond 
the yard. “It’s like a little community,” she said. I 
heartily agreed, as that is the one aspect I love about 
going racing. Former colleague Fergal Gavin (now 
second travelling to Alan King) helped me saddle 
She’s Late, then I held the horse for Rachel Philips 
and Carl Llewellyn as they saddled a Nigel Twiston-
Davies’ runner and, later on, I helped Leroy Jones, 
head travelling lad to Tom George’s, saddle one 
in the stables! There is always someone, friend or 
acquaintance, who needs to borrow something or 
needs assistance.

On February 18, Taquin Du Seuil made a late seasonal 
appearance at Warwick and won under Leighton 
Aspell. Taquin flew every fence and delighted his 
work rider Derek Rezac and groom Bara Ponická. 

This is Bara’s second season here and she 
absolutely loves Taquin. She has worked hard 
to nurse him back to health, putting him on 
the walker every evening to help keep him 
supple. After Taquin had finished box rest, Leo 
Ullrich and Mario Voivozeanu swam him daily 
to aid his recovery and rebuild fitness slowly. 
Derek, ignoring a fresh and excitable Taquin, 
then spent one lot every day cantering 
steadily and slowly, fighting against Taquin’s 
will to go quicker. Twirling Magnet and I led 
them every day and could hear the bucking 
going on behind. Everyone was thrilled when 
this horse came back and won, as it felt we 
had all had a tiny contribution.

Beg To Differ won his first chase at Sandown 
– he is a tall, coppery chestnut with a bright 
future. Flo Willis looks after him, but definitely 

Minella Rocco’s groom sends out a 
message to all after winning the 4 
mile chase at Cheltenham

Holywell ran a cracker in the Ultima Handicap to take 
second and Derek O’Connor rode brilliantly to win on 
Minella Rocco in the four mile chase
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do. Beg To Differ was unharmed after clipping heels 
and unseating on the flat – he galloped round with 
the finishers and pulled Flo back to the stables.

Minella Rocco won the 4 miler under Derek O’Connor, 
giving us a Festival winner. Rocco is looked after and 
ridden daily by Essex boy Josh Amor, who chooses 
not to go racing. Thus, head travelling lad Will Seely 
led him up, giving Will a dream of a day. “One thing 
to tick off my bucket list”, he concluded. Rocco is a 
massive, dinosaur of a thoroughbred, with a massive 
stride and keeps Josh on his toes by always bucking. 
When Rocco won, everyone sighed collectively with 

relief. After not sending a winner out last year, that 
would not be happening again.

Very sadly, we lost Rezorbi in the last when he fell 
and broke his back. He was inching closer and 
running so well, but fell in such a way there was no 
other outcome. I had gone to see Will and Rocco in 
the dope box and was watching on the big screen. 
I turned away, knowing. So our day summed up 
racing: a second, an unseat, a winner and the fatality 
of a lovely, talented young horse. Rodrigo was pale 
and rigid from shock; having worked on the Flat, 
he had not become acclimatised, as the rest of us 
had, to losing horses. I folded Rezorbi’s rugs up and 
placed them at the back of the lorry. It was hard to 
feel cheery having lost one but it was also hard to 
feel glum having had a winner and a second. Back at 
home, as I piled carrots on top of Holywell’s dinner, I 
was just thankful he had stayed safe.

The nerves I felt with Holywell would have been 
nothing like the nerves Gabriela Gajova felt over her 

beloved More Of That running in the RSA. She has 
always looked after ‘Morey’, truly adores him and 
had been riding him out too. Her jittery nerves had 
started the week before! Morey ran a cracker behind 
winner Blaklion, especially as he bled from the nose. 
We all hope he recovers and can have another go 
soon. We had two in the bumpers; neither was good 
enough but Charlie Davies won best turned out with 
Onthewesternfront.

On Thursday, Bara had two runners with Join The 
Clan and Taquin Du Seuil and she was back there on 
Friday with Twirling Magnet in the Foxhunters. Bara 
had a great Festival and all her horses ran with credit. 
She will hopefully get in the winners enclosure with 
Taquin at Aintree. Harrison Day also had two runners 
with Johns Spirit who was pulled up and Pillard in the 
Fred Winter.

There were a lot of runners but I had quiet sedate 
day with lots of time to plait Lost Legend, eat in the 
canteen and socialise. Ledgy and I were on a bit 
of a jolly! In the paddock, he strode out enjoying 
seeing as much of the crowds as his visor allowed. 
Michelle Marsh was leading up her Upswing and 
Derek lead up Capard King who he rides every day. 
Ledgy was loving the dry ground and giving amateur 
Stephen Clements a fun time when coming down 
four from home. He still finished but had grass 
and mud smeared to his visor. He is always a fluent 
jumper but it goes to show the precision needed for 
championship racing. He came back unharmed and 
that is all I am thankful for.

On Friday we took seven runners but only six 
came home. Judith had her first festival lead up in 
Montdragon, but he sadly suffered a heart attack 
having pulled up. For a young groom, it is a difficult 
experience. Working in racing for years has enabled 
me a realistic outlook – whereas it is hard to lose 
these animals we care for and love, we must go 
onwards.

Tuesday started with so much promise with Minella 
Rocco finally fulfilling his hurdling promise and a 
legend like Holywell back in form that the next three 
days were very frustrating. Yet, Aintree is just three 
weeks away and the dreaming begins again.

Jo Collinson

A huge scoring month from a wonderfully 
exciting Festival, with enough feel good 
stories to fill a book, saw a massive 598 
points awarded to the 56 horses that 
contested during Festival week.

The result of those scores has shaken up the 
Leaderboard considerably and, as at Friday 
night 18 March, we see that new, and joint, 
leaders Cynthia Bussey & David Hart have 
overtaken previous leader, Alan Wellsteed, with 
445pts each.

Please note: All prizes will be paid out at the end 

of the competition.

OVERALL LEADERBOARD 
1= CYNTHIA BUSSEY D 220 445
1= DAVID HART B 200 445
3= ALAN WELLSTEED H 194 439
3= DIANNE WESTON E 194 439
5 NEIL JAKES B 170 435
6 STEVE TAYLOR B 190 425
7 ALAN WELLSTEED F 164 424
8= ALAN WELLSTEED E 140 420
8= DIANNE WESTON B 170 420
8= MARTIN WITHINSHAW F 180 420

You can track the status of your entries on-line 
by accessing www.ctcrc.co.uk, selecting Events 
and then Tipsters Competition. 

If you have any questions about your entry, or 
its status, please contact Tony Coleman either 
on 07795 146242 or by e-mail at  
tonyandles@aol.com.

TIPSTER 
COMPETITION
MARCH UPDATE

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at Cheltenham, Chepstow, Ludlow, Stratford, Towcester, 
Warwick and Worcester during the period 30th April 2015 – 23rd April 2016 (Sponsored by the 
Cheltenham and Three Counties Race Club) Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a Third 
4 points, a Fourth 2 points. 

1st Ciaran Gethings 154 pts
2nd Jamie Bargary 128 pts
3rd Kieron Edgar 108 pts 
4th Bridget Andrews 104 pts
5th Conor Shoemark 97 pts
6th Tom Bellamy 96 pts

Latest placings up to and including 22 March 2016. Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD
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LIAM 
TREADWELL
COLUMN

What are your main thoughts from this 
years’ Festival?
It was a fantastic week of racing once again 
but you are reminded how tough it is to win 
at Cheltenham, whether you’re a jockey or a 
trainer. Aidan Coleman had his first Festival 
winner in seven years on Any Currency. Noel 
Fehily was having only his third ever Festival 
win when winning the Albert Bartlett on 
Unowhatimeanharry. Richard Johnson, despite 
having 215 winners this season hasn’t had a win 
in 18 fancied rides at the Festival. Philip Hobbs, 
Alan King and Venetia Williams have had 215 
winners between them this season and yet 
none of these trainers, who are in the top 10 in 
the Trainers title had a winner over the four days 
– demonstrating how incredibly tough it is. 

You hear trainers say before the Festival that one 
winner would be a good result, the evidence of 
last week suggests this is true.

What were the best rides of the week from 
your perspective?
I’d say there were three standout rides from 
amateurs over the four days. Jamie Codd had a 
great ride on Cause Of Cause in the Kim Muir. 
He was last when five from home, two out he 
was about tenth, then he stormed home to 
win by twelve lengths. Next up was the ride 
given by Derek O’Connor on Minella Rocco in 
the four mile chase on Tuesday – he was being 
cajoled the whole first circuit and Derek kept 
pushing away on him. The third amateur was 
a certain Victoria Pendleton. I watched the 
race from the weighing room and the fellow 

jockey’s genuinely appreciated the ride she 
gave Pacha Du Polder. She really used her head 
and followed her instructions to the letter. She 
dropped in and crept away, she didn’t force the 
race but let things happen and could hardly 
have done better. To give a ride like that with 
less than a years’ experience is something you 
simply have to applaud.

And what do you think of what Willie 
Mullins achieved?
The numbers are mind boggling, I understand 
he brought over 61 horses and he enjoyed the 
following;

1st place 7 
2nd place 7 
3rd place 5 
4th place 4 
5th place 4 
6th place 2 

29 in the first six and the small detail of 
£1.2million in prize money. Despite all this 
you are left with the feeling he went home 
disappointed as he missed out on the Gold 
Cup again when Djakadam was the sixth horse 
he has had come runner up in the big one. No 
wonder he has some difficulty placing them all.

What happened in the Ultima Handicap?

30 of us got a one day ban and Tom O’Brien 
picked up a three day ban. It’s a really difficult 
start position when you’re in such a large field 
– we were all banned for charging the start, but 

once one jockey 
goes, others follow, 
fearing someone 
may get a break on 
you, banning us 
all felt a bit tough. 
I rode at Kempton 
on the Saturday 
straight after the 
Festival, there were 

a lot of walking wounded jockey’s that day as 
there were four meetings taking place around 
the country. You would imagine the BHA could 
review this scheduling, it would be nice for the 
top jockey’s to get a day off after the Festival 
so they could enjoy the Friday night, but the 
calendar can be quite punishing.

Aintree looms on the horizon, will you 
have a ride in the National?
I think I’ll be riding one for Venetia this year 

and it’s likely to be Katenko who I rode at 
Cheltenham last week. He’s had lots of problems 
but jumped soundly last week, while never 
threatening to win. That was his first completion 
since the 2014 Gold Cup and he has dropped 
10lb in the handicap to an attractive mark. He 
earned his place and came back fresh after last 
weeks’ efforts and is generally a 66/1 chance. 
I’m not worried about the weight he carries, you 
just want a horse who will take to the fences and 
can get four miles. I’m really looking forward to 
riding Bennys Mist in the Topham Chase over 
the National fences on the Friday, he’s a real live 
contender at around 14/1.

Liam Treadwell

 JP McManus was well served by Jamie Codd and Derek O’Connor in two of the amateur races at 
Cheltenham this year

Willie Mullins – simply a 
brilliant trainer

Bennys Mist won the Grand Sefton in December in 
good style



32 33

WIN A DAY AT THE RACES COMPETITION

As advised in the February magazine, there is 
no question this month. For the chance to win 
two premier enclosure badges, for any meeting 
of your choice except the Welsh Grand National 
and all music concert nights at Chepstow 
racecourse.

We expect to continue the competition next 
month.

Steve Taylor was the winner of the February 
competition by correctly answering that 
Chepstow’s Winter Ladies Day was held on 
Saturday 27 February 2016.

Our congratulations, along with a voucher for 
two premier enclosure badges to Chepstow, 
have been sent to Steve.

Grand National event in aid of 
IJF – Tuesday 5th April
Chris Pitt, co-founder of the Midlands Racing 
Club, is organising a charity Grand National night 
in Birmingham on Tuesday 5th April, 7.30pm, in 
aid of the Injured Jockeys Fund.

It will feature several well-known jockeys from 
the 1960s, 70s and 80s recalling their careers, 
accompanied by some vintage Aintree footage. 
Guests include Grand National winners John 
Buckingham and Neale Doughty, winning 
trainer Dr Richard Newland, plus former top 
jockeys Jeff King, Ian Watkinson and Richard 
Linley.

The venue is Stirchley United Working 
Men’s Club, Hazelwell Lane, B30 2PP, which 
is convenient for the M5, M40 and M42 and 
doesn’t involve going near the city centre.

CTRCRC members are welcome to attend what 
is certain to be a great evening in aid of a worthy 
cause. Admission is £5 per person, with all 
proceeds going direct to the IJF.

The evening will also include an auction in aid 
of the IJF featuring some special items, three of 
which have been ring-fenced in aid of Jack Berry 
House, namely:

A visit for four people to David Pipe’s Pond 
House Racing
Includes a tour of the racing yard, watching the 
horses on the gallops, a champagne breakfast 
with the trainer, plus four complimentary 
badges to a local race meeting and a framed 
photo of Comply Or Die winning the Grand 
National, signed by the trainer. (reserve £300)

A visit for four people to Philip Hobbs 
Sandhill Racing Stables 
Includes a morning on the gallops, breakfast 
with Philip Hobbs, plus tickets to a local race 
meeting. The offer is valid for a day during the 
2015/16 or 2016/17 season. (reserve £300)

1964 Cheltenham Gold Cup race card
A rare original 1964 Cheltenham Gold Cup 
race card featuring Arkle and Mill House. Also 
includes an original edition of the following 
week’s Horse and Hound containing John 
Lawrence’s account of the big race. (reserve 
£150)

Even if you are unable to attend in person, 
bids will be welcome in advance from 
CTCRC members for any of these three 
items. Contact Chris Pitt via email at 
mskpitt@btinternet.com

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Forthcoming Club Nights
April 18 Alan Lee Memorial Service
All are welcome at the service which will 
take place at Christ Church, Malvern Road, 
Cheltenham, GL50 2NU, at noon on Monday, 
April 18.

Parking is recommended in the nearby Waitrose 
car park, Honeybourne Way, Cheltenham GL50 
3Q, which is a short walk from Christ Church. 
Also, Cheltenham Spa mainline station is a 
10-minute walk away.

There will be a reception after the service 
in the Panoramic Restaurant at Cheltenham 
Racecourse .

April 20 Club Night
Our April club night has a literary theme as 
we will be joined by authors, Alastair Down, 
“Cheltenham Et Al”, Richard Austen, “At The 
Festival” and Jamie Reid, author of “Doped”. 
The fun starts at 8.00pm, please bring your 
membership badges.

May 27 Club Night
Worcester races for the Richard Davis award 
prize giving

Festival Preview Fundraiser
Our Chairman Doug Miles would like to thank 
all club members who supported the Festival 
Preview at the Centaur. The silent auction and 
raffle helped us to raise over £5,000 for our 
racing charities.

Point To Point meetings
April 2 Croome & West Warwickshire, Upton-
Upon Severn

April 3 North Ledbury Hereford P-T-P Course, 
Herefordshire.

April 10 Cotswold, Andoversford

April 16 Worcestershire, Chaddesley Corbett.

April 17 Cotswold Vale Farmers, Andoversford

April 24 Clifton-On-Teme, Upper Sapey, 
Herefordshire

April 30 Berkeley, Woodford Gloucestershire. 

 
Punchestown Festival
We’re hoping a record number 
of members will make the trip 
to Punchestown for this years’ 
Festival. There is free admission on 
April 26. If you’re interested you 
can contact Peter Collier on 07802 
228599. See the back page of this 
months’ magazine for further 
details 

Signed copies will be available to purchase at our April 25 club night
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We are delighted to introduce a new feature to our 
club magazine with the inaugural “Members Jury” 
feature. It’s simple really, we get a collection of 
members together and ask them for their opinions 
on a range of racing questions. Here’s what club 
members Rachel Surman, Paul Walker, Antonia 
Lord and Alan Wellsteed had to say:

What was your highlight at this years’ Festival?
Antonia Lord It has to be the sight of Sprinter Sacre 
coming up the hill in the Queen Mother. Everyone was 
in tears, the whole racecourse was overcome with joy… 
apart from Ruby and the Mullins camp.

Paul Walker For so many different reasons, it has to be 
Sprinter Sacre winning the Queen Mother Champion 
Chase.

Rachel Surman It has to be Sprinter Sacre majestically 
regaining his two mile championship crown. It is one of 
those occasions I can say proudly "I was there!"

Alan Wellsteed Annie Power winning the Champion 
Hurdle. For Willie to match his father, Paddy's, achievement 
of training a Champion hurdle winner with a mare, 
Dawn Run, 32 years ago was a spectacular and historic 
performance. It may have been a substandard renewal 
with Faugheen and Arctic Fire injured but Annie Power 
made it third time lucky at Cheltenham with a near 
faultless jumping performance and was my highlight of 
the festival. 

What has been your best days racing you’ve ever 
experienced?
Antonia Lord I was part of the Rose of the Moon 
syndicate. He ran in the 2014 Grand National and 
managed 26/30 fences, racing prominently throughout. 
Such an exciting day, never to be repeated.

Paul Walker I have enjoyed many 
special days of racing at Cheltenham 
and elsewhere, but 18 March 2016 
was the best. I am a part owner of 
Unowhatimeanharry with a group of 
other racing enthusiasts who belong to 

the Harry Fry Racing Club. Winning the Grade 1 Albert 
Bartlett with one of the gamest horses in training was a 
dream fulfilled for all of us associated with him, including 
everyone at Seaborough and our jockey Noel Fehily. The 
continued well-being of our wonderful sport depends on 
the small owner having the chance to enjoy a day in the 
sun. 

Rachel Surman A very wet and windy day at 
Huntingdon a couple of years ago when our dear mare, 
Elegant Olive, gallantly galloped through the mud to win 
her fourth race at this track. It may not have been the most 
memorable race-day for many there but I shed tears of joy 
cheering our girl home with our small band of owners - as 
ever, she just tried so hard and made us so proud.

Alan Wellsteed When I first got involved in racing 
my favourite horse was Broadsword, trained by David 
Nicholson and owned by Lord Northampton. I kept a 
scrapbook of all Broadsword's races with cuttings and 
photographs. I went to Cheltenham for the Daily Express 
Triumph Hurdle in 1981, fully expecting him to win the four 
year old championship. Unfortunately, he finished second 
to 66/1 shot Baron Blakeney trained by a little known 
trainer at the time called Martin Pipe. I look back now at 
the facilities we have at Cheltenham compared to 1981 
but I will always remember this day as the best ever, even 
though my favourite horse was defeated.

ITV will be racings broadcaster next year, who 
would be your top five presenters?
Antonia Lord Alastair Down, Nick Luck, John Francome, 
Gina Bryce, Richard Hoiles.

Paul Walker ITV will need a high profile name. I hope that 
they can persuade Claire Balding to be involved. I am a fan 
of the more senior presenters on Racing UK and would 

choose Richard Hoiles for his insightful commentaries 
and Lydia Hislop and Stuart Machin for their excellent 
interviews. Betting is a major part of racing and Tanya 
Stevenson fulfils her brief perfectly.

Rachel Surman Alice Plunkett, John Francome, Nick 
Luck, Rishi Persad and why not take a punt on Andrew 
Thornton, hopefully fresh from the weighing room having 
just ridden his 1,000th winner? Please – no Jeremy Kyle.

Alan Wellsteed Tough question. My front man would 
be Matt Chapman currently with At The Races. Matt 
would bring a challenging nature to the show and also a 
humorous side. Alex Hammond from Sky Sports would be 
my second choice; she has a good racing knowledge and 
is a high class presenter. I would retain Jim McGrath from 
the current C4 programme. I like his analytical assessment 
and respect his race selections. Simon Mapletoft, another 
At The Races presenter, would be my fourth selection. A 
complete professional and very polished presenter. My 
final choice is Tom Segal from the Racing Post. At the end 
of the day finding winners is what most viewers want and 
Tom has a proven track record of providing good priced 
winners consistently over many years.

Who would you most like to meet from the world of 
National Hunt racing?
Antonia Lord Denman. He was and still is, amazing.

Paul Walker If I am allowed just one, then I would like to 
meet Michael Dickinson. Who knows what further heights 
he might have scaled if he had stayed in both UK and 
National Hunt racing?

Rachel Surman Could it please be three great names 
from the past: Lord Oaksey, Sir Peter O'Sullevan and Tom 
Dreaper.

Alan Wellsteed Willie Mullins. A gentleman, diplomat, 
genius and world class trainer. I would love to spend a day 
with him in County Carlow. 

Which horse in training would you most like to 
own?
Antonia Lord Douvan. A monster of a horse, but a real 
gentleman when you meet him.

Paul Walker Loyalty is crucial to the health of National 
Hunt racing and I wouldn’t want to take a horse away 
from anyone. However, JP McManus surely wouldn’t miss 
one and so long as he doesn’t mind I would like to own 
Hell’s Kitchen. I know that he is highly rated by his up and 
coming trainer Harry Fry and his hurdle win at Newbury 
was very impressive.

Rachel Surman Thistlecrack, what a pleasure it would 
be to own him - but what a dilemma he would give me: 
should he go for the World Hurdle again or start jumping 

some fences in public?

Alan Wellsteed Douvan; highly progressive and the first 
horse since Flying Bolt in 1965 to complete the Supreme/
Arkle double make him the horse I would most like to 
own. He has already won five grade one races and I like 
his high cruising speed and the way he inflicts pressure on 
other runners in the earlier stages of races. Punchestown 
is next on the agenda but I think he may still be in the Rich 
Ricci's pink with green spots rather than the Wellsteed 
colours.

Give us the name of this years’ Grand National 
winner?
Antonia Lord Hedging my bets, Saint Are who finished 
second in 2015, and Cause of Causes who won well at 
Cheltenham in The Kim Muir.

Paul Walker Pendra is trained by Charlie Longsdon. He 
has had a holiday and always runs well fresh. He is 66/1 
and I think he might outrun his price.

Rachel Surman The Druid's Nephew. He was running 
a big race last year when unlucky to fall, he only carries 
5lb more this time and has been trained specifically for 
Aintree this year. He ran a very encouraging second in the 
Grimthorpe at Doncaster earlier in the month.

Alan Wellsteed The going is a major factor and my 
selection Gallant Oscar must have cut in the ground. He 
has won five times and there has always been soft in the 
going description. He is generally available at 33/1 at the 
time of writing. He has been allotted 10 stone 8 lbs by 
the handicapper. I am praying for rain before the Grand 
National. 

If you would like to feature in the Members Jury 
feature next month just contact Steve Ennis on 
07767 228866 or email steve.ennis1@btinternet.
com.

MEMBERS JURY

Paul Walker’s dream day as Unowhatimeanharry 
wins the Albert Bartlett.Alan Wellsteed Antonia Lord Paul Walker  Rachel Surman 



YOUR POUND STAYS
THE DISTANCE

AT PUNCHESTOWN!

CONTACT US t  +353 (0)45 897 704 e info@punchestown.com w www.punchestown.com

FESTIVAL 2016
26TH – 30TH APRIL

PLEASE VISIT OUR STAND IN THE TRADE VILLAGE

• Free admission for Cheltenham members on Tuesday 26th April

• Very favourable exchange rate (£1 = €1.32)

• 5 days, 12 grade one races, 1 brilliant atmosphere


