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The central heating is on, “Strictly” is back and 
my season ticket has been bought, I’m ready.

As the days tick towards the Showcase meeting 
we’re bringing you a packed magazine this 
month filled with all your regular columnists 
and a stellar list of special guests. On pages 6 to 
8 we meet a man on a mission in the form of 
Dan Skelton. It’s been just three years’ since Dan 
attended our September 2013 club night as a 
rookie trainer, his rise has been meteoric. Dan 
has had a busy summer and we hear of his plans 
for the season ahead – you sense 2016-17 may 
be very big for the Skelton family.

A man who 
knows all about 
what it takes to 
be Champion 
Trainer is our 
next guest, Nicky 
Henderson. 
We welcome 
Nicky back for 
a reflection on 
last season’s 
sensational renaissance of Sprinter Sacre and 
a look ahead to the exciting prospects that 
are fuelling expectations at Seven Barrows in 
Lambourn.

One of Nicky & Dan’s higher profile owners is 
our third guest, the former world number one 
golfer, Lee Westwood. We learn how Lee enjoys 
his racing in between playing golf in the worlds’ 
biggest tournaments.

The carousel of owners moving yards has never 
spun more quickly than in the last four weeks. 
The Tizzards’ were smiling as they took receipt 
of some very high quality horses from Irish 
owners Ann and Alan Potts. In the meantime, 
Gigginstown were the big news story with 60 
horses departing the yard of Willie Mullins. 

The last month has proved very challenging 

for our jockeys. Sam Twiston-Davies landed in 
hospital with a damaged spleen which may 
keep him off the track until November. Henry 
Brooke was placed in an induced coma after a 
heavy fall at Hexham, thank goodness he is on 
the road to recovery, while A&E departments 
had to deal with broken limbs for jockeys Brian 
Cooper and Andrew Thornton, we wish them all 
speedy recoveries.

Our tipster competition kicks off next month 
so I took the opportunity to meet up with Liam 
Treadwell and his mates Aidan Coleman and 
Alain Cawley to see if they could provide an 
insight on which horses to pick from the list of 

100. The jockeys 
deliberated with 
great effort and 
came up with eight 
different horses 
each, you can see 
their selections on 
pages 21 to 23. 

Forthcoming club 
trips to the yards of 

Paul Nicholls and Oliver Sherwood may throw 
more light on who to select, or even attendance 
at our NH season Preview at the Victory Club 
on October 19 will help provide clarity for 
your selections? With so many variables I’m 
becoming more inclined to take a sharpened 
pin to the task of picking my eight horses in the 
competition.

Whatever your strategies, make sure you pick a 
team to follow as the fun begins in earnest.

Enjoy the racing

Steve Ennis

WELCOMECONTENTS

October 6 2016 saw 4,501 racegoers return to Hereford for the first National Hunt meeting since December 
2012 . The Twiston-Davies’ welcomed the return with Nigel having a double and Sam riding a treble. ARC Chief 
Executive Martin Cruddace said; “I don’t think I could have hoped for anything better. I’m pretty astounded by 
the support of the local people. It’s quite touching”.
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Our October magazine marks the welcome 
return of Nicky Henderson who gives us 
his reflections on the momentous season 
just passed, and a glimpse of what lies 
ahead for the team at Seven Barrows in 
Lambourn.

Last season featured the return of some of our 
legendary old boys, 
with varying degrees 
of success, but it was 
wonderful to see 
Sprinter Sacre, My Tent 
Or Yours, Simonsig 
and Bobs Worth all 
competing back again 
at the top.

Sprinter Sacre’s renaissance was not surprisingly 
the highlight of the season and 
none of us will ever forget that day 
in March. It was an amazing effort 
from everybody that makes up 
his support team, but you cannot 
help but feel that he was getting 
a huge amount of help and moral 
support from everybody else as 
well and how grateful we all are 
– it meant a lot to him, let alone 
Caroline and all of us. He has 
come back in looking bigger than 
ever (630 kilos) and we will try and 
do it all again.

For Sprinter, this time around the vibes are 
positive. We will start the season with the usual 
amount of trepidation, but with the hope he can 
continue from where he left off at the end of 
last season with those two wonderful victories 
at Cheltenham and Sandown, beating Un De 
Sceaux on both occasions. After all his trials and 
tribulations of the previous two years, what 

happened last year 
was beyond anyone’s 
hopes and, as long 
as he tells us – as he 
did last year – that he 
is ready for it again, 
we will continue, but 
we are well aware 

that the mountain could be every bit as hard 
to climb this year, with the prospect of Douvan 

NICKY HENDERSON 
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appearing in England.

My Tent Or Yours and Simonsig are both back 
in as well, after last season’s comebacks that 
without winning were all the same pretty 
remarkable. They are now preparing for another 
campaign and they 
both seem young at 
heart even though 
they are not exactly on 
young legs.

Meanwhile, Bobs Worth, 
following his wonderful 
run when finishing third 
in the World Hurdle at 
his fifth consecutive 
Festival, has been retired to live at his annual 
summer holiday home with the Vigors family at 
Hillwood stud.

While the old guard were grabbing the 
headlines, the young bucks were steadily 
climbing the ladder and some very talented 
young hurdlers and chasers emerged who will 
hopefully fill the shoes of those older boys when 
the time comes.

Altior was obviously at the top of the pile and 
the current plan is to go novice chasing, while 
Buveur D’Air, who was not far behind him, could 

still go down either the hurdle or novice chase 
road and I am hoping we could be particularly 
strong in that department. Apart from those 
two, we have a considerable number of highly 
rated hurdlers that have been waiting for the 
chance to switch to fences. Only time will tell, 

but I am more than 
hopeful there could be 
an ace in the pack.

The junior horses and 
particularly those that 
ran in bumpers in the 
spring also looked very 
exciting as far as the 
future is concerned 

and so we head into our 36th season with a 
huge amount to look forward to and with a 
great deal of anticipation – it could be very 
exciting.

Our four legged team gave us a great season 
which was thanks to the two legged team who, 
as always, never tired throughout what was a 
very long and very wet winter but, like us all, are 
refreshed, geared up and ready to go again.

Good luck everybody!

Nicky Henderson

what happened last 
year was beyond 
anyone’s hopes

Nico De Boinville takes the acclaim as Altior routed the field in the 
Supreme Novices

Only time will tell, 
but I am more than 
hopeful there could 

be an ace in the pack

A day never to be forgotten as Sprinter Sacre reclaimed his Champion Chase crown at Cheltenham in March
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On September 12 2013 CTCRC invited three 
rookie trainers to their club night at the 
Victory Club in the shape of Noel Williams, 
Ben Pauling and Dan Skelton. A mere three 
years on and Dan Skelton can seriously 
boast the best training facilities in the UK 
and a yard that is not far short of being in 
serious contention to fight out the overall 
Trainers Championship. Time then to find 
out what Dan’s thoughts are on the eve 
of a season that could see him reach the 
summit.

Your Dad winning gold in Rio was fantastic – 
how does it feel to have a Dad who won gold?

We always thought Dad was the best in the 
world and now we can say he is. We also knew 
this would be his last attempt to win gold, it’s a 

full time sport and Dad has had his fair share of 
injuries. We all know how hard he has worked 
for it, so it’s incredible that he has finally done it.

He has an old head on old shoulders and it’s 
sweet to reach the pinnacle, he knows how 
big a deal this is. Strangely, this gold could have 
been his third as he came so close at Athens and 

London where each time his luck deserted him.

John Hales claimed you now have the 
most impressive training facilities in the 
UK following your successful owners day – 
what developments have you made since 
last season?

Our goal has been to set high standards, it costs 
what it costs but you have to put in the facilities 
to warrant the owner investment and attract 
the calibre of horses we want. I want owners to 
believe their horse is in the best hands, I want 
them to feel welcomed and see a professional 
set up. I’m in my comfort zone to ask for the best 
horses to come here.

What more needs to be done to develop 
your yard further?

DAN SKELTON
GUEST
COLUMN

There’s always bits and pieces, everyone knows 
how much we’ve put in, we’re always looking 
for the next step, if you want to be the best you 
need to do it from the front, I don’t want to play 
catch up. The quality of horses I want needs 
to reflect the services we provide, I don’t mind 
people knowing I want to be champion trainer.

Three years ago you came to our NH hunt 
preview night as a rookie trainer, how far 
ahead of schedule 
are you in pursuit 
of being champion 
trainer?

I do consider myself 
very lucky. Dad has 
helped us set up 
a great facility and 
we’ve been lucky to 
be able to crack on. 
Paul Nicholls has been a great guide along the 
way. I’m lucky also that I have a top class jockey 
in my brother and it has snow balled. You know 
where I want to be and that’s number one, but 
we haven’t enough grade one horses in the 
yard to win the title this season. I’m not going 
to be able to challenge for the title this year, the 
pressure is on Paul to retain his crown and Willie 
will be thereabouts. Gordon Elliott is getting a 

better and better team, he will put Willie under 
pressure this season in Ireland.

Championships are won by winning even when 
you have a bad month, grinding out results 
when its’ not going too well. I can’t win this 
season as all the big guns would need to under 
achieve and that won’t happen.

In those three years what has been the 
biggest learning experience for you that 

you hadn’t foreseen 
as Paul Nicholls’ 
assistant?

I’d say horses are not 
as robust as they were. 
In the Denman and 
Kauto days they used to 
do three canters a day 
and could take it, the 

horses today are harder to keep sound and all 
trainers can get them fit. Martin Pipe was the 
last trainer who achieved a big gain with his 
training approach. Today, getting ahead is about 
achieving marginal gains in every department.

To what would you attribute your 
meteoric rise to prominence in the trainers 
championship?

I’m trying to go the same route that I learned at 

if you want to be the 
best you need to do it 

from the front

Superb Story’s win in the County Hurdle at this years’ Festival was a huge moment for me, Dad, Harry and the team

Dad knew how big a deal winning in Rio was – it’s 
incredible that he has done it

Today, getting ahead 
is about achieving 
marginal gains in 
every department
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Pauls, to go to the next level I need to innovate 
further, I’m only getting marginal gains. You 
have to think about everything, the food, the 
vets, where you race them, when you race them, 
horses are a twelve week project to get them 
fit, to go to the next level I need to innovate 
more and set new 
standards.

Increasingly 
we hear the 
importance 
of work riders 
supporting the 
overall succeed of 
the yard – how is your riding team taking 
shape for the season ahead?

All the team love their horses. Harry is here 
every day and gives me info 24/7. He only has 
my horses to worry about, we’re a tight knit 
community and this is an area of advantage. I’m 
lucky to have Harry on site all the time.

Superb Story gave you your first Festival 
winner in 2016 in the County Handicap, 
how big was this for the yard?

There’s no escaping the importance of Superb 
Story’s win, it will stand forever as a big 
moment for us. You are judged on four days at 

Cheltenham whether you like it or not, so we 
need to work hard to deliver at Cheltenham.

You’ve a yard brimming with talent but 
give us three to watch out for in the season 
ahead?

Your members 
know about the 
first horse via John 
Hales and that’s 
Captain Forez, he’s 
a long termer by 
Network. I’d also 
recommend you 

follow Three Musketeer’s this season, he came 
fourth in the JLT at the Festival but I’ve always 
trained him with three mile chasing in mind and 
that’s what he will step up to this season. There 
are a raft of novice hurdlers and chasers that 
I’m looking forward to seeing this season, but 
I’m especially keen to see Blue Heron go novice 
chasing. He won the Kingwell Hurdle by six 
lengths to Irving in 2015, then had last year off 
with an injury.

Dan Skelton

Championships are won 
by winning even when 
you have a bad month

Three Musketeer’s and Blue Heron should both do well this season

October 19 National Hunt Season  
Preview Night

We have a first class line up of racings 
commentators for our season preview 
on October 19 at the Victory Club. Racing 
correspondent’s Chris Cook (The Guardian), 
Melissa Jones (Gloucester Echo), Rory Delargy 
(Irish Field) and Mark Howard, author of the 
One Jump Ahead season preview books will be 
joining us at the Victory Club. Please remember 
the start time is earlier this season – arrive 
7.30pm for a 7.45pm prompt start. Entrance is 
free – just bring your membership cards or £6 
on the door for guests.

Club trips

On September 17 a group of club members 
enjoyed a very informative and fun visit to the 
yard of Jamie Snowden. 

A week later on September 24 more club 
members made a trip to Elkington Stud  
near Banbury.

On October 15 20 club members are planning 
to spend a morning on the gallops at the yard of 
Champion Trainer, Paul Nicholls.

Members wishing to go on the club visit to the 
yard of Grand National winning trainer Oliver 
Sherwood on November 5 should contact Sarah 

Matthews by October 22 at ctcrcstablevisits@
gmail.com or call 
Sarah on 07729 
847724.

CTCRC and Social 
Media

Don’t forget that you 
can keep in touch 
with club news and 
events via Facebook, 
Twitter and our club website. The addresses are 
as follows;

Website: www.ctcrc.co.uk

Twitter: @CTCRaceClub

Facebook: Cheltenham and Three Counties 
Race Club

Your club needs you

Chairman Doug Miles sends his thanks to Mike 
Lawrence who has stepped down from the 
committee. If you would like to become more 
involved in the running of the club and join the 
committee please get in touch with Doug Miles 
07515 703058, or any other committee member.

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Chris Cook, Melissa Jones, Mark Howard and Rory Delargy are our expert 
panellists for our season preview evening

CTCRC have a trip to Oliver 
Sherwood’s November 5
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Our third guest this month is one of best 
golfers England has ever produced in Lee 
Westwood. When Lee isn’t golfing in major 
tournaments around the world he loves 
nothing better than to watch his horses 
running in both the flat or national 
hunt codes. Steve Ennis caught up with 
Lee just before the recent Ryder Cup at 
Hazeltine in the USA.

Your career has seen you win 42 
professional titles on five continents, 
what do you think has been your 
greatest achievement in golf?

Becoming world number one would be my 
highlight. I actually knocked Tiger Woods off the 
top spot in October 2010, I was also delighted 
to regain the number one spot in 2011. In 
the Ryder Cup I hold the record with the late 
Arnold Palmer for being unbeaten in twelve 

consecutive matches. I was undefeated in 
Detroit in 2004, the K Club in Ireland in 2006 and 
went a further three games unbeaten at Valhalla, 
Kentucky, in 2008 before eventually losing a 
match.

Lee has had 310 weeks inside the top 10 in  
the world during his career as a professional  
since 1993.

Onto racing – your Dad, John won as 
an owner at this years’ Festival with 
Ballyalton. How big a thrill was this for 
your family?

I bought Ballyalton for my Dad as a Christmas 
present a few years ago. He came second to 
Faugheen in the Neptune Hurdle in 2014, but 
then picked up an injury which kept him off 
the track for a year. He came back last season 
and we were thrilled when he won the Close 
Brothers’ Novice Handicap Chase at the Festival. 
Sadly he has injured a ligament while on the 
gallops at Ian Williams’ yard so will be off for 
another season.

Has your Dad been a big influence in 

developing your interest in horse racing?

Yes, I’ve great memories of growing up and 
watching races like The King George on Boxing 
Day or the Grand National with my Grandad, 
Dad and the rest of our family

You have horses in training on the flat and 
over the jumps which are some of your 
best?

I won a group one in Dubai in 2004 when Right 
Approach, dead heated with Paolini. More 
recently Hoof It won the Class Two Steward 
Sprint Stakes at Goodwood in the summer. I love 
both the flat and the jumps, but Ballyalton’s win 
was the biggest to date. I’ve a couple with Nicky 
Henderson, Winding Bae who made a bumper 
debut for Nicky Henderson last month and 
Oscar Hoof who is also with Nicky and has had 
four wins in seven races.

I’ve got horses with Dan Skelton, Nick Easterby 
and Karl Burke which is great fun. I also have 
Augusta Kate in a syndicate with Alan Shearer 
and Ant & Dec who is trained by Willie Mullins 
in Ireland. The horse was bred by Graham Wylie 
and it was great to be there to see her win the 
mares bumper at the Punchestown Festival in 
April.

Amidst your busy playing schedule how 
often do you get to go racing?

I was at Musselburgh recently and go racing 

as often as I can. I hope to make it to Ascot in 
December for the Long Walk Hurdle meeting

If there is a race you would most like to win 
what would it be?

That would have to be the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup!

Our conversation veered back to the pending 
Ryder Cup. Lee was full of confidence ahead of 
the event, but like racing, sometimes the best 
laid plans don’t come to fruition. Regardless of 
that, CTCRC are grateful to Lee for giving us his 
time to chat and wish him every success in the 
season ahead, both on the race course and the 
golf course.

 

I actually knocked Tiger 
Woods off the top spot 

in October 2010

LEE WESTWOOD 
GUEST
COLUMN

Lee and fellow winning connections celebrate 
Augusta Kate’s win at Punchestown earlier this year

Brian Hughes drives Ballyalton out to defeat Bouvreuil and Double Shuffle before posing with a delighted Lee 
Westwood after their win at this years’ Festival

Right Approach (number 7), dead heats with Paolini 
centre with Nayyir a neck third in the 2004 group 
one Dubai Duty Free Stakes
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This month we welcome Mrs Philip 
Hobbs (Sarah) to our writing team, as 
Sarah provides us with an update on the 
progress being made by some of the 108 
horses that are now back in training after 
their summer break. Sarah picks up the 
story;

We are now pleased to have about 75 of our 
horses ready and waiting to run, all we need 
now is for some proper rain to make the ground 
safe on all the national hunt courses.

Our 108 stables are bursting and the 
preparations have all gone smoothly, although 
we haven’t been able to use our mile and a half 
grass gallop yet as it is far too firm, but this hasn’t 
hindered us at all as we have the five furlong 
woodchip and our Pollytrack which can be used 

for schooling the horses as well.

 The only thing we miss about the grass gallop 
when it’s too firm to use, is to fine tune them 
before their first bumper race as the all-weather 
gallops have railings each side and the horses 
get used to them. The grass gallop is in an open 
field which is more like a proper racecourse and 
great for experience.

Once it rains everyone’s horses will be out and 
we are really hoping to have several runners 
at Chepstow on October 8 and 9, including 
Perform and/or Bravos in The Tote Silver Trophy, 
Kruzhlinin in the three mile Handicap Chase and 
either Rock The Kasbah or Brother Ted in the 2 
1/2 mile Novice chase. On the Sunday we hope 
to run No Comment in The Persian War Novice 
Hurdle and dear old Fingal Bay in the Veterans 

Chase.

Our best prospects 
for novice hurdling 
are likely to be No 
Comment and 
West End Story, 
who finished 
fifth in this years’ 
Champion Bumper 
at Cheltenham and 
we also have two 
potentially high class 
novice hurdle mares in 
Copper Kay and Tears 
of Clew Bay.

We are fortunate 
enough to have a 

PHILLIP HOBBS
COLUMN

strong team of Novice Chasers this season, as 
along with Rock The Kasbah and Brother Ted we 
also have Vieux Lille and Duke The Champs and 
we hope that Gala Ball will do us proud in two 
mile novice chases.

Other horses you may like to follow are:

Book Direct - placed in his only Irish point-to-
point.

Defi Du Seuil - won a 
AQPS Bumper race in 
France and could be an 
exciting acquisition.

Desert Retreat - ran well 
in his Bumpers.

Dr Dunraven - he fell in 
his only Irish point-to-
point when going very 
well.

For Good Measure - won 
two hurdle races for us and should improve.

Garde La Victoire - should make a high class 
Chaser but his jumping needs to get better.

Generous Ransom - could be well handicapped.

Lamb or Cod - hopefully he should progress well 
after a year off with leg trouble.

Little Miss Poet - has had good Bumper form.

Midnight Glory - good run to finish second in a 
Cheltenham Bumper.

Miles To Milan - looks much better this season 
and could be well handicapped.

Rolling Dylan - he could be an improver.

Royal Regatta - hopefully a high class 2 1/2 mile 
handicap chaser.

Wait For Me - very 
talented if we can get 
his jumping sorted 
out.

Wishfull Dreaming - 
probably not as good 
as his full brother 
Wishfull Thinking, but 
is well handicapped.

We have about thirty 
young horses that have not seen a racecourse 
yet and l will not mention names at present 
because it is early days for them and they are 
not even named yet!

PHILIP HOBBS

Sarah Hobbs (Mrs)

Our best prospects 
for novice hurdling 
are likely to be No 

Comment and West 
End Story

We’re looking forward to a novice chasing campaign 
with Rock The Kasbah

 Garde La Victoire – if he can get his jumping to click 
will be high class

Fingal Bay will be taking on veteran chasing this season
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Friday October 21, not long now, 
Cheltenham will be back and I can’t wait! 
Add to that NFL, Ryder Cup, cricket and 
visiting the cinema, Horserace Bettors 
Forum and Betting Shop Manager of the 
Year I could go on. 

But before appraising you of matters close to my 
heart, the big news at the time of typing was 
the removal of 60 horses from Willie Mullins by 
Gigginstown House Stud. It created more than 
just ripples in our world but the recreational 
racegoer remain oblivious to the significance. 
Perhaps a reminder to keep what happens in our 
sport in perspective. 

Commiserations to Willie Mullins and as much 
to his team and the staff that meticulously cared 
for the horses as their own, they’ll feel a huge 
wrench and loss. Had the trainer not put up his 
fees would that signify undervaluing his ability 
and achievements? Surely Willie would have 
wrestled with the potential ramifications. 

As an owner it’s your prerogative who trains and 
at what cost? After all neither trainers or owners 
are metaphorical ‘registered charities’. 

In my small way in greyhound ownership I had 
seven different trainers and moved the hounds 
on for varying reasons, yet as best as I could 
amicably, leaving open the opportunity to 
renew the partnership. 

In the case of Willie Mullins and Michael O’Leary 
there are five benefactors, Noel Meade, Mouse 
Morris, Gordon Elliott, Joseph O’Brien and Henry 
de Bromhead. The latter receives a boost having 
just lost all the Alan Potts-owned horses to other 
stables, funny how fate weaves it rich tapestry.

All this manoeuvring certainly spices up the 
current maturing season, the balance of power 
readdressed and the possibility of equine 
superstars meeting more often where under 
different circumstances they might not. 

Bookmakers breathed a collective sigh of relief 
as the chances of Mullins domination at the 
Festival lessoned, however this will surely make 
him more determined. And remember day one 
has always come with a tinge of the pink silks of 
Rich Ricci and not the maroon of Gigginstown 
House Stud. 

Before the news broke I’d started to compile a 
few thoughts for the impending jump season 
starting in earnest. Working for TurfTV on 24 
September I was taken by the performance of 
Vintage Vinnie. He’s a great example of retaining 
the faith and persevering. Early exploits over 
the bigger obstacles had not gone well, yet the 
races he ran in suggested connections felt he 

had much more ability than shown and so it 
proved at Market Rasen. I’ll be keeping my eye 
out for his next run, hopefully at Cheltenham. 
Other than the obvious the likes of Sprinter 
Sacre, Faugheen, Annie Power, Douvan and 
Vautour plus Apples Jade, Valseur Lido, I’m 
following the progress of Penhill closely, other 
than one blip at Killarney in July he has won his 
other three hurdle 
races. Rather than 
overwhelm you 
with a list of names, 
I’ll leave that for the 
next instalment, my 
final horse for now is 
Unowhatimeanharry 
who was unbeaten 
in five culminating in the Albert Bartlett Novices 
Hurdle, I await his return. 

Though not one to wish my life away, 
September has been a belter. Despite being 
drenched at Haydock and having to consign the 
raincoat, hat and boots to the tip, it was a day 
I thoroughly enjoyed. There’s an extraordinary 
camaraderie that kicks in when in extreme 
circumstances. Everyone who went to Sprint 
Cup day were determined to enjoy the day 
whatever the weather and Quiet Reflection 
served up a treat winning her second Group 
1. Great for all connections including jockey 
Dougie Costello.

He’s been a favourite since his exploits on 
Monet’s Garden, Midnight Chase and booting 
home Countrywide Flame in the Triumph 
Hurdle, yes you guessed it for the latter I was on. 

Many quizzical looks, with quite a few people 
edging away from my vicinity as encouraging 
cries from me of “come on Dougie”. I digress 
and on to Doncaster for the Ladbrokes St Leger 
meeting. 

What a dream as a fairy tale unravelled, how 
lucky was I on the Saturday morning? Positioned 

outside the stables I watched various runners for 
the day arrive including those for the St Leger 
and Harbour Law. The smile on the face of Ian 
Mongan as he followed his horse, who on looks 
alone had the race won, showed the joy and 
excitement of having a shot at a Classic.

I’d backed Harbour Law at Royal Ascot, tipped 
him in the Bahrain Trophy and had a small ‘just in 
case’ investment for Doncaster so goes without 
saying once I felt Idaho and Seamie Heffernan 
were ok I found myself willing Harbour Law 
home, apologies to anyone nearby in the 
paddock if my cheering was too loud!

On to Ayr if you haven’t been you must go, 
either for the Scottish National or the Ayr 
Gold Cup meet, amazing atmosphere and 

Remember day one has always 
come with a tinge of the pink silks 
of Rich Ricci and not the maroon of 

Gigginstown House Stud. 
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Which colours do you associate with Willie Mullins?

The Oscars should find a few statues heading in the 
direction of these films in 2017
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the thundering hooves really inject and instil 
excitement.

How absorbing has the Flat jockeys’ 
championship been, I’d love to see ex-jump 
jockey Jim Crowley prevail. What with Graham 
Lee and Dougie Costello bagging Group 1s in 
recent seasons now Jim Crowley could possibly 
land the ultimate crown. 

The start of September marks the end of school 
holidays, what significance to me you may ask? 
Well I’m fanatical about films, all genres with the 
exception of the ones for youngsters as I love a 
punt on the Oscars. So it’s about now that the 
also rans get their showing, giving you the basis 
for assessing the real protagonists. War Dogs, 
Hell Or High Water, Magnificent Seven would 
have been given differing reviews, the first two 
certainly better than the third. Though actors 
Jonah Hill and Ben Foster are ones to watch out 
for and in horseracing terms would get a 33-1 
quote for the Arkle (or Best Actor). The Infiltrator 
ran well, though the depth of the story jarred a 
few times, Brian Cranston is a class act and might 
get in the final five or six for Best Actor. Look 
out for La La Land, The Birth Of A Nation and A 
United Kingdom as three potential contenders 
for the golden statuette on February 26 2017.

The ninth month also brings along one of my 
other sporting passions, American Football. 
Oakland Raiders are my team which accentuates 

my passion as their recent form hasn’t been 
great. This season appears promising. In October 
the NFL comes to Britain for three games, two at 
Wembley and one at Twickenham though the 
Raiders are not one of the six teams. When they 
did come in 2014 they may have scored first but 
they were pitiful and embarrassed by the Miami 
Dolphins. Not ideal sitting at Wembley in all my 
Raiders regalia!

My hope is that one day, hopefully next year the 
Green Bay Packers make the trip over as I’d love 
to see quarterback Aaron Rodgers play live. He 
himself is a legend but when at Wembley it’s the 
Green Bay replica shirts that are prominent so 
the atmosphere would be amazing.

The end of September was decision time 
regarding the ballot for the 2017 ICC Trophy to 
be held here. It’s hard rationing myself to only 
a few games as I love cricket, every format and 
watching every nation play would be a dream, 
I’ve ticked a few boxes so fingers crossed the 
ballot deems I see at least one New Zealand 
game. 

That’s it for now and at this stage I’m still 
undecided as to what direction to head beyond 
the end of the year, perhaps I can give you an 
update in the next instalment.

Tanya Stevenson

Graham Lee, Jim Crowley and Dougie Costello have all enjoyed considerable success 
switching to the flat

This month’s question for the chance to win 
two entry tickets for any meeting of your 
choice, except feature racedays, at Chepstow 
racecourse is given below. Each month the 
first correct entry drawn from those received in 
time will be awarded a voucher which can be 
redeemed for entry ticket badges direct with the 
racecourse office. The winner of the September 
competition was Roy Hope, who supplied the 
correct answer that Chepstow’s Jumps Festival 
is being held on Saturday & Sunday 8 and 9 
October 2016. Our congratulations, along with a 
voucher for two entry tickets to Chepstow, have 
already been sent to Roy.

The question for the October competition is: 

What is the lowest ticket price for 
Chepstow’s Christmas Party Nights this 
year?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 4 November 2016 at: 14 Ridge Green, 
Shaw, West Swindon, SN5 5PU alternatively, 
e-mail him at tonyandles@aol.com

NB: Please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry.

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 2nd May 2016 – 29th April 
2017 (Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including 28th 
September 2016)

1st David Noonan 128 pts 
2nd Harry Bannister 120 pts 
3rd Harry Cobden 84 pts 
4th Charlie Hammond 60 pts 
5th= Jamie Bargary 57 pts 
5th= Tom Bellamy 57 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. 
This award is named in his memory. 

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD
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JOHN HALES
COLUMN

On the first Sunday in September my wife 
and I, together with our friends Roy and 
Margaret Moody went to Paul Nicholls’ 
Open Day. This is a day we all look forward 
to and it gets better every year.

The Open Day traditionally starts on the 
Saturday evening in The Manor House Inn where 
much wine is consumed and the management 
provide some excellent food. On Sunday 
morning having taken the necessary amount 
of paracetamol we went to Paul Barbers shop 
situated at the cheese making unit to purchase 
my favourite 1833 Cheddar Cheese and get the 

Sunday papers. Paul joins us for breakfast and 
afterwards we make our way to Manor Farm 
to see the horses and meet many of our old 
friends. Paul starts the day at approximately 
12.30pm and parades over 80 horses. The stand 
out feature for me was the quality of the four 
year olds.

They were very impressive and I believe 
this policy is a major factor in why Paul has 
been so successful. If Paul retains the trainers 
championship this year, and I believe he will, 
even before Willie Mullins lost 60 Horses via 
Gigginstown, he will stay at the top of his 

profession for many years 
to come. After the parade 
we enjoyed an excellent 
lunch followed by a superb 
comedian. I always say I must 
remember that joke to tell 
my friends but the following 
day I can never remember 
any of them. We stayed on 
the Sunday evening and 
saw the horses work on 
the Monday morning. Paul 
continues to improve the 
training facilities and we 
saw the horses canter on 
the new deep sand circuit. 
Afterwards we discussed the 

main targets for the season. 

In October and November we expect to see 
all of the horses have their first run and if I was 
looking to having a few bob each way on what 
I consider will have outstanding seasons I would 
choose Aux Ptits Soins Politilogue and Brio 
Conte ( Gi Gi ) all trained by Paul and Captain 
Forez trained by Dan Skelton.

Last week end we had the good news that 
our Showjumper 
Aristio had 
been selected 
to represent 
Ireland in the 
last Nations Cup 
event ridden by 
Anthony Condon 
in Barcelona. We 
were very excited 
because we would 
be competing 
against many of the horses and riders who 
competed in Rio including Nick Skelton on 
Big Star. Laura Kraut Nicks’ partner managed 
to get us into the same hotel as the USA team 
which was next to the event. The facilities in 
Barcelona were superb right next to the Nou 
Camp stadium where the Barcelona football 

team play. On arrival in Barcelona the Hales luck 
ran out when we were told that Aristio was not 
sound and could not compete. In addition when 
I left the UK I had a problem with my Achilles’ 
tendon and I had to have physio for three days. 
So the owner and the horse were both lame 
but nevertheless we enjoyed watching the 
competition and the finale was truly magnificent 
with the GB team and the German team 

finishing level on 
points.

This meant a jump 
off against the clock 
with Nick Skelton on 
Big Star representing 
the British team 
going first. Big Star 
gave a brilliant 
performance going 
clear in a very fast 

time just like he did going for gold in Rio. The 
German rider was Marcus Ehning who gave a 
brilliant performance to knock 1.5 seconds off 
Nicks’ time. If show jumping was always this 
exciting then the sport would put a lot more 
bums on seats. Big Star was brilliant and never 
touched a fence throughout the show. Nick 

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

If show jumping was 
always this exciting then 
the sport would put a lot 

more bums on seats.

 Aux Ptits Soins and Politilogue are two of mine to follow this season, while Marcus Ehning performed 
brilliantly on Funky Fred to win in Barcelona.

Paul Nicholls’s Open Day saw us enjoy time spent at The Manor House Inn 
and also Paul Barbers’ Farm Shop
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Aidan Coleman, Liam Treadwell and Alain Cawley wish 
you luck with your tipster competition selections

21

Big Star will become 
the Aux Ptits Soins 
or Captain Forez of 

showjumping! 

 Graham Roach - a great supporter of National Hunt

obviously delighted with him said afterwards 
that Big Star was the Arkle of show jumping. As 
I write this column, October 1, we’re going to 
Nicks’ for a party to celebrate his Gold Medal this 
evening and I intend to tell him that his remark 
may not be correct as 
Big Star will become 
the Aux Ptits Soins 
or Captain Forez of 
showjumping! We also 
intend to celebrate Dan 
training 100 winners 
and Harry riding a 100 
winners. What a year 
for the Skelton family.

I am told that Aristio will miss the Horse of the 
Year show but should be ready for Olympia. 
People have asked me what is the ex-President 
of the BSJA doing representing Ireland? First 
let me say that I believe Anthony Condon is an 
outstanding young rider and it is an honour 
to represent Ireland. Aristio was ridden by 
Nick Skelton who decided he only wanted to 
concentrate on Big Star and Nick at his stage 
of his career did not want to bring on young 
horses. I said to my daughter Lisa that we 
needed a good local rider who was based in 
Shropshire and had the ability to get to the top 

and was happy to help Lisa and bring 
on our young horses. Anthony had not 
long come over from Ireland and based 
himself in North Shropshire and at that 
time was not an International rider. We 
gave Anthony the ride on Aristio and 
he has done a brilliant job on him. He 

has not only made the Irish team but 
jumped three double clear rounds in his first 
three Nations Cup events. Aristio is the son of 
Arko111 who Nick rode in the Athens Olympics 
and became no 1 in the World. International 

selection is based only 
on the nationality of 
the rider. We do have 
some young horses 
with Dan Moseley 
who is an up and 
coming rider and who 
has been selected 
for young rider British 
teams.

On a sad note I learned this week that Graham 
Roach had passed away after a long illness. 
Graham was a great supporter of National 
Hunt racing and could always be seen at the 
Cheltenham Festival. Probably his greatest horse 
was Viking Flagship who won many top races 
including the Queen Mother Champion Chase. 
National Hunt racing will be poorer for this sad 
loss.

John Hales

LIAM 
TREADWELL
COLUMN

Steve Ennis writes; What do you call a 
group of jockeys? I tried to research this 
but alas found nothing….if you have an 
idea do let me know?

It was Monday night in our local, our arrival 
quadrupled the pubs attendance, as one man 
and his dog had their silence interrupted. 
We settled in to watch a Premier League 
football match and go about the important 
task of making our CTCRC tipster competition 
selections.

Liam was joined by his fellow professionals 
Aidan Coleman and Alain Cawley and here’s 
what the boys came up with as their teams for 
the 2016-17 season.

Liam Treadwell’s team
Before we see Liam’s picks we must offer 
congratulations to Liam who came in the top 
25 in last seasons’ competition 
with his Mullins based strategy. 
This time around Liam has 
chosen a broader church of 
trainers as follows;

Bello Conti – OK let’s start 
with a Gigginstown horse 
formerly resident with Mr W 
Mullins, he’s only five but had 
a creditable fourth in this years’ 
Neptune and might progress 
with novice chasing. Coney 
Island is a JP McManus horse 
trained by Edward Harty in 

Ireland, also five, he nearly prevailed against the 
classy Bellshill at Punchestown in April in a grade 
one.

Jenkins is a Nicky Henderson inmate with just 
two runs in bumpers, but as Nicky said in his 
season preview, “he schooled extremely well 
and has grown upwards and outwards – it could 
be an exciting season”. Staying at Seven Barrows, 
the next pick is My Tent Or Yours. Second to 
Annie Power in this years’ Champion Hurdle 
after nearly two years’ off was a training miracle, 
he will be knocking on the door again in the 
two mile champion hurdle division.

Sizing John has finished six times behind 
Douvan! A move to the Tizzard yard should see 
this horse become an exciting recruit to the 
British tracks this winter. Up For Review is the 
only Willie Mullins pick this season, but he’s a 
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horse with a big future having clocked up five 
wins in nine career rides to date. My seventh pick 
is Top Gamble, he’s eight, but is on a career high 
mark of 160 and thrived last season with Kerry 
Lee in her first year as a trainer after her Dads 
retirement.

The final team member 
is Zabana, he won 
the grade one novice 
chase at Punchestown 
after the misfortune 
of Davy Russell being 
unshipped as the tapes 
went up in the JLT at 
Cheltenham. I expect 
he will not be far off top class in the year ahead.

A glass or two were re filled, the pub had two 
more patrons amble in – you could almost 
say the place was buzzing and my team were 
winning the televised football match. Time then 
to hear from Alain;

Alain Cawley’s team
Alain’s a wise guy, he saw Liam’s success last 
season with the Mullins picks and went straight 
for the jugular with the hot pots of Annie Power, 
Douvan and the Lee Westwood owned Augusta 
Kate. These three need no introduction and look 
bankers for big points, especially around the Spring 
Festival period when you get double points.

Next is Joseph O’Brien’s impressive Cheltenham 
winner Ivanovich Gorbatov, only four and rated 
152….heaven help his opponents if he has 
grown more over the summer. David Pipe then 
features with Moon Racer. He was successful 
with his first novice hurdle in September at 

Perth. He’s in great 
hands and should 
progress, despite being 
seven he has only had 
five career runs, winning 
four and a second in a 
grade one – the stats tell 
you he is no slouch.

Alain knows of Three 
Musketeers going back to the horses point to 
point days in Ireland, so it has been no surprise 
to Alain to see Dan Skelton choose him as one of 
his three to follow – this was one of Alain’s first 
selections.

Alain’s next pick takes us to Scotland and the 
Sandy Thomson trained Seeyouatmidnight. 
He’ll be one to follow throughout the season 
after impressing in victory at Cheltenham on 
New Years’ Day and a very creditable third in 
the Scottish National….could he be a Grand 
National horse? The final team member is 
another JP McManus horse in Yanworth. The 
memory of his Trials day demolition of the 

Seeyouatmidnight... 
could he be a Grand 

National horse?

field put Yanworth into 5/4 favouritism for the 
Neptune Hurdle at the Festival only for the race 
to pan out badly, a mistake three out effectively 
costing him a chance of victory over Yorkhill. 
That disappointment aside, a repeat of last years’ 
four victories should see Yanworth collect a 
hatful of points for me.

Meanwhile back to the footie and my team 
were now winning 2v0 and heading for three 
points when Aidan stepped forward with his 
eight selections. If like me, you find choosing 
eight horses something of a mine field, we can 
all take solace from the fact that Aidan, Alain and 
Liam all chose eight completely different horses 
without consultation. If the pro’s find it tricky, 
we should marvel at Neil Jakes’ achievements in 
winning the competition last season.

Aidan Coleman’s team
Aidan’s strategy looked rock solid based on 
ratings and the form book. His picks all ooze 

proven class; Vautour 176, Thistlecrack 
174, Altior 160, Prince Of Scars 159, Native 
River 154, More Of That 154, Min 154 and 
Buveur D’Air 151 look like a galáctico 
squad that has the finances Real Madrid 
do for picking footballers.

Three jockeys, twenty four selections, all of them 
worthy in their own right – did you agree with 
their picks or did you find yourself asking, “but 
what about ……”?

As we all know winning the competition is 
mired in difficulty. Will your horses 
stay fit, which races will they be 
targeted at, will ground conditions 
be favourable? One thing is for 
sure, there will be many twists and 
turns and surprises on the road 
ahead. Be sure to pick your team in 
time for the Cheltenham meeting 
on November 11 and let the fun 
commence.

Liam will be back next month with 
a review of the new recruits to Venetia’s yard and 
we’ll keep you updated with how Liam, Alain 
and Aidan get on with their teams in the season 
ahead. Good luck to them all!

Liam Treadwell, Alain Cawley and Aidan 
Coleman were talking to Steve Ennis, the 
pub reached a capacity of six and the editors 
team won at the football – happy days.

Prince Of Scars looks progressive for Aidan

He schooled extremely well 
and has grown upwards and 

outwards – it could be an 
exciting season

Seeyouatmidnight makes it into Alain’s team. Jenkins, (yellow cap centre picture) finds his way into Liam’s eight
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team had worked well throughout the muggy, 
stifling heat and we did not finish up until after 
11 o’clock. I had plaited three of the runners and 
Bara plaited four of the runners so deserved to 
win the turn out with Allelu Alleluia who had 
dragged her round the paddock! Once again, 
we girls were the plaiting force and the boys 
shampooed, brushed and cleaned the tack.

There were a lot of lovely and thoughtful 
tributes for JT put on social media and the 
racing community came together in grief. Even 
at lowly Worcester, we wore black arm bands 
of remembrance whilst leading up, as did all 
the jockeys riding that day. It felt poignant 
and heartfelt that JP 
McManus’ colours, 
which JT had so often 
worn with brilliant 
results, had a winner 
and the day could not 
have unfolded in a 
better mark of respect.

August 7: I was thrilled to be emailed by editor 
Steve Ennis that I had got a mention in the 
Racing Post’s Sunday supplement, when the 
Magazine Annual had been reviewed. I went 
out and bought a copy for my scrapbook. It has 
been years since I had my name printed in the 
Racing Post. Hopefully, the Club will boost its 
membership and more readers will enjoy our 
monthly prose.

August 11: At a warm and sunny Worcester, Flo 
Willis had a third with her Steps And Stairs in 
the first chase. He had won but then pulled up, 
so it was lovely for owner Mark Dunphy to get 
back in the winner’s enclosure. In the past year, 
his horses have won him three races so, fingers 
crossed, Steppy will win again soon.

Later on, I led up Princess Tiana over hurdles. 
She was definitely more of a handful in the 
preliminaries and I nearly did not plait her tail as 
she kept kicking. The opposite end was as lethal 
as she kept biting. Yet, she ran so well again to 
finish second, flying through the field up the 
straight. Princess loved the bucketfuls of water 

Flo held out to her so much she rammed her 
head right in, blowing bubbles and spraying 
Flo like a sprinkler. She recovered very fast: we 
tried checking her legs for cuts and she went 
bucking round the stable. Princess is indeed a 
huge character: she is just a typical madam who 
knows what she wants.

August 16: Today, despite the golden sunshine 
and the heat wave, everything turned a bit 
grey for me when Dursey Sound left. He was 
picked up to go up north to Ben Haslam’s yard 
in Yorkshire. Hopefully, a smaller place and a new 
routine will rejuvenate him.

On the one side, I am 
pleased he has got a 
second chance, but he 
has been my beloved 
favourite for nearly 
four years. He was the 
first winner I led up 
for Jonjo O’Neill, when 
winning over hurdles at 

Wetherby in October 2012. I have always loved 
him lots. Over the years, I fell off him plenty but 
still loved riding him; he disappointed many a 
time racing but I will never forget the days when 
he did win; he could wing a fence as much as he 
could root the birch out of another. He ate all the 
peppermints and carrots I could buy; forever the 
gentle and cheeky character with adorable long 
ears and big, friendly eyes.

 As I rode back into the yard on my fourth lot, 
new head girl Felicity ‘Fizz’ Marshall lead him 
towards the awaiting two-box. She called out to 
me to say good bye, but I shook my head and 
refused. It was a farewell I did not wish to make 
and I hid deep in the barn until the lorry had 
driven off. Dursey’s neighs tugged at my heart 
and a lump rose in my throat. I nearly shed a tear 
as I am pretty soft, and it served me right for 
having such blatant favouritism.

 Good luck Dursey. I will miss him every day.

 August 17: At Worcester racecourse, the 22˚ felt 
clammy and blistering despite being an evening 
meeting. Connor Walsh and I had a relatively 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

Summer Fun 
continued...
 Last month we got Jo Collinson’s summer 
diary update. This month Jo rounds off the 
summer diary from late July to the present 
date, it’s been a busy time as Jo picks up 
the story.

July 26: The sad news that JT McNamara, who 
had been paralysed from a fall off our Galaxy 
Rock in the 2013 Festival, had died filtered 
through the yard like a dark cloud. The sun felt 
blocked out and we all completed our jobs with 
an acute numbness. We held a minute’s silence 
and a moment of reflection before finishing up 
for lunch; a line of dishevelled blue-uniformed 
staff remembering, if not JT, a person or 
moment that meant a lot to them. We were far 
from the noisy bunch of usual, wanting nothing 

more than our lunches. JT had been massive in 
racing; all the Irish lads had admired him from 
the point-to-points back home and, of course, 
his brilliance had been blatantly obvious at 
Cheltenham on not only our Boss’ horses, but 
for the likes of Enda Bolger too.

After a quick break, normal service resumed 
and we had loaded up six runners up onto two 
different lorries, leaving Jonjo (senior) and Jonjo 
(junior) to bring Listen And Learn later on. It was 
little Jonjo’s first time driving a live cargo, but at 
least he did it under his dad’s scrutiny.

The Boss required Jonjo to help saddle as we 
had two runners in two consecutive races, so I 
had to rejuggle and lead up Mr Shantu myself. 
I far from minded, as I had led up Mr S a few 
times in the past and always enjoyed doing so. 
A typical rogue, he napped leaving the stables 
and I had to practically drag him across to the 
pre-parade, but he won by half a length under 
Aidan Coleman. Mr S is crafty, smart but also 
hugely talented at his level and by now has a 
few wins to his name, though that was his first 
over fences.

We also had a second, a third, a fourth, an also-
ran and a withdrawn when Listen And Learn 
refused to move - this planting had little to do 
with Jonjo Junior’s driving, however much we 
jested. Listen And Learn is a nervous, slightly 
peculiar character and obviously found the 
tongue-tie, visor and cross noseband too much 
to cope with. The Boss was rightfully fuming, 
but his mood was lightened by Washed Ashore 
winning for the first time. Aidan rode the double 
– by sheer chance, I led Washy up too and 
felt guilty that I had had the two winners. The 

Dursey’s neighs tugged 
at my heart and a lump 

rose in my throat

JT McNamara: His death cast a big shadow over 
Jackdaws Castle
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relaxed time with only two runners, and not a 
late finish, as the last runner was at 7:00.

 Connor won the EPDS best-turned-out award 
with Optimistic Bias; a money prize and a red 
gilet. ‘Opti’ looked really smart – my plaits are 
actually show ring neat and Opti shows off in 
the paddock, arching his neck. He is Connor’s 
favourite, for he has a cute, sociable nature. The 
BTO winning envelope was gold, like a golden 
ticket in a Willy Wonka chocolate bar.

 I led up Listen And Learn, nicknamed Tiny 
Tim for years, and shortened to Tiny over time, 
who had planted last time out and had to be 
withdrawn. The visor, tongue tie and grackle 
noseband were removed – and Tiny was a far 
happier horse. He did not think of stopping and 
actually led the rest of the runners across the 
grassy expanse to the pre-parade. He always 
walks with his bonny head tucked in and eyes 
forever flashing worriedly.

 The plan worked – nearly! Tiny finished second, 
beaten by a neck by David Pipe’s runner. Tiny 
looked the winner and leapt the last three 
flights, but alas, it was not to be. He loved the 
rattlingly firm ground so fingers crossed for 
another heat wave in September.

 One image, worthy of a photograph, did make 
me smile. Pipe’s head of travelling Bob Hodge, 
minutes before the race began, asked, “Ice 
cream anyone?” A glance later; Bob and the two 
stable girls, all in matching red Bathwick Tyres 
T-shirts, were munching through their 99s. Plus, 
they had the winner, so next time I shall be 
visiting that ice cream van as it must be lucky.

 August 26: The original staff barbeque was 
scheduled for August 19, but this was rained 
off. So a week later, we got permission off 
the assistant trainer to use his garden, for the 
Upton family were on holiday and have a large 
coal barbeque, with strict instructions to leave 
behind no litter or cigarette butts.

Having collected a £4 contribution off everyone 
wanting to attend, Mario Voivozeanu and Kevin 
Brouder, our newest conditional jockey, did a 
huge Morrison’s shop, following a list that I had 
scribbled. There was a bring-your-own alcohol 
policy. It was so touching that a lot of people 
turned up, including the farriers, John Ward and 
Mark Welfare and their families.

A drinks table was fully stocked with liquor of 
every description and a long trestle table was 
totally covered in food, napkins, paper plates 
and plastic cutlery. Mario made an expert chef, 
wielding tongs whilst sipping whiskey. There 
were tunes emanating from speakers and banter 
accompanied a lot of munching.

 As the day faded, my planning had not 
stretched ahead to include outdoor lighting. 
In the pitch black, a small group remained, the 
Romanian yardmen, the farriers, maintenance 
men Simon Rand and Federico Bazan and 
myself, in the orange glow of the barbeque 
embers, where steaks sizzled. All the youngsters 
had traipsed off to the beach party at the 
Hollow Bottom.

August 27: During the Bank Holiday weekend, 
I had a couple of days up at Cartmel races. 
Harrison Day and I shared the driving, which 
took over four hours with a coffee break. On the 
Saturday, Mountain Tunes, forever famous for 
being AP McCoy’s 4000th winner, won for the 

first time over fences. He brought home the 
equally famous Cartmel sticky toffee pudding. 
Not to leave empty handed, we brought our 
own puds from their stall.

 Both days up at Cartmel were immensely 
enjoyable, basking in the Cumbrian sunshine. 
Over at the stables we had as much fun as 
those race-goers screeching from the fare 
rides. I saw lots of long lost friends, particularly 
Camilla Sharples and Katie Young, formerly with 
Donald McCain and now with Gordon Elliot. It 
was lovely to catch up in the pub-like canteen, 
amid the most charming of little racecourses, as 
picturesque as it is friendly.

September 15: Team Jackdaws had its annual 
pre-season supper down our local. The Plough 
Inn put on an amazing meal, with much merry-
making and beverages. New staff were fully 
welcomed and the season ahead was toasted. 
There were disco lights and dancing by the bar 
later on. The sensible ones among us snuck 
away undetected and, the following morning, 
we were the ones with clear heads. As after 
every party, the rumour mill pounded with a 
great deal of hilarity, teasing and exaggeration. 
That is, until the tiredness and hangovers set in, 
typically around third lot.

Just to add that, every one of us who led up on 
the Flat won a lot of best-turned-out awards. 
Admittedly, not many Flat yards plait manes and 
it is barely unheard of tails being plaited. Yet, 
it is these two aspects, combined with shiny 
coats and quarter marks, which have earned us 
nearly a hundred per cent record in BTOs on the 
Flat. Also, our yard won the BTO series at Market 
Rasen for the past year – a thousand pounds 
and a few boxes of the ‘posh’ Pipers crisps. This 
is a collective congratulation to all us grooms for 
that achievement. It represents a massive team 
effort, from the grooming back home to the 
bathing, polishing, shining and oiling of hooves 
at the actual races.

The overall picture is further enhanced by the 
brushing on of patterns on their hindquarters. 
Showing people will create these by hand using 

small combs, 
but I cheat 
by using 
stencils. 
Mine are 
chessboard 
of squares 
and a lucky 
shamrock. 
By far, Bara 
Ponická has 
the largest 
collection of 
these plastic 
templates, 
including a 
rose, harp, 
diamonds 
and stars, 
and a special 
spray to 
hold the 
hair in place! 
Every time, 
quarter 

marks are finished off with sweeping shark’s 
teeth.

Yet, with the nights drawing in, all this gleaming 
shine will soon give way to the horses sprouting 
their winter coats, tufty and fluffy before the 
thicker hair grows. Then, it is clipped off and 
quarter marks are forgotten about until next 
summer!

Jo Collinson

CTCRC are delighted to report that while 
Jo is missing Dursey Sound as described 
in her column, he has settled well into his 
new home in Yorkshire for Ben Haslam 
and won last time out at Hexham on 
September 16 under his familiar rider 
Richie McLernon. He was the rank outsider 
of seven with the generous odds of 
20/1. Listen And Learn also won again at 
Plumpton on September 18.

Mountain Tunes got his first win over fences 
after his heroics in landing AP’s 4000th winner

Dursey Sound – I will miss him 
everyday
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The opening club night of our season 
proved to be a laughter filled evening 
as we were treated to a series of witty 
anecdotes and thought provoking insights 
from trainer Alan Phillips and comedian in 
waiting Stan Sheppard.

Under the able guidance of Chair, Paul Hurley 
from BBC Radio Gloucestershire we learned 
about local trainer Alan Phillips’ journey from 
amateur rider with 87 winners to trainer with 
a yard of seven horses….but room for 14. Alan 
candidly acknowledged that the training game 
is very tough to make headway in, but the 
sport and the job are something he has always 
wanted to do.

We learned that Alan’s entire working life has 
been involved in racing. He began as a 16 year 
old in Newmarket where he worked for several 
trainers before moving onto having his own 

yard at Callow End in Worcestershire.

The highlight to date was April 15 2015 when 
Alan’s first runner at Cheltenham, Roll On Ruby, 
won a grade three handicap hurdle under a 
driving finish from Sean Bowen. Alan described 
how his team of three staff turn their horses out 
on a daily basis for an hour at a time and Alan 
personally does the schooling and riding out. 
This level of care guarantee’s the horses are well 
attended to and receive undivided attention 
24/7. In order to compete, Alan also offers what 
he described as the most competitive rates for 
any prospective owners.

While Alan’s riding career ended ten years 
ago, he did lose 42lbs in three months over 

the summer to ride in a charity race at 
Newmarket…..on learning this a number 
of the audience (editor included) gave 
thought to taking up riding.

Alan suggested it was much easier for 
jockey’s today in making their way in 
the sport as the Pony racing circuit and 
point to pointing, jockey coaches and 
video play backs provide today’s jockey’s 
with much more sophisticated means of 
refining technique. This, coupled with a 
step change in understanding diet and 
nutrition ensure riders today are better 
physically and capably to meet the 
demands of the sport.

Making his way in the sport is precisely how you 
would describe Stan Sheppard. As a 19 year old 
conditional at Champion Trainer Paul Nicholls’ 
yard in Ditcheat you were left in no doubt that 

Stan is living his dream. “I love it with Paul, it’s a 
brilliant job with brilliant horses”.

Stan praised Paul for his even handed fairness 
with his jockeys, he also has great regard for 
the support team of 
Clifford Baker and Rose 
Loxton who offer great 
support. Stan is mindful 
opportunities will arise 
due to his 7lbs claim and 
relished the idea that he’s 
on a conveyor belt of 
success with the quality 
of horses he rides each 
day. Stan nominated Dodging Bullets as the 
classiest horse he has ridden among the galaxy 
of talent in the yard, “the feeling he gave me 
was unbelievable, it’s little wonder he won the 
Champion Chase”. Of his best rides he amused 
the audience with tales of a winner at Newton 
Abbott where Another Flutter simply ran away 
with him for two miles….to the delight of the 
trainer afterwards, if not during the race.

Other highlights have included riding eight 
winners for Sally Alner in the point to point 
sphere, this has proved a great experience, not 
least because of the privilege of riding for the 
Alners’ for whom Stan could not speak more 

highly of.

Learning from fellow jockeys has also been a 
major benefit for Stan. He had praise for Sam 
Twiston-Davies, “he’s the second best jockey in 

the country but always has 
time to offer advice and 
encouragement”, while 
Stan also acknowledged 
the horseman that Nick 
Scholfield is having been 
a junior show jumping 
champion – “he’s brilliant at 
schooling”.

Stan was also in awe of 
the equestrian riders from the Rio Olympics. 
“I thought the dressage riders at Rio were 
incredible, I wouldn’t have a clue to do what 
they do”. 

Of the horses who caught his eye in the yard, 
note takers were rewarded as Marracudja won 
next time out on September 26 at 11/8 at 
Newton Abbot. As the Racing Post comments 
read, “Jumped well, made all, in command from 
three out, very easily”. Not a bad performance 
for a horse Stan described as a “fruit loop”.

Steve Ennis

SEPTEMBER
CLUB NIGHT

I love it with Paul, 
it’s a brilliant 

job, with brilliant 
horses

Roll On Ruby, right, powers up the hill to win while Hannah Phillips offers Sean Bowen her congratulations.

Alan Phillips, Stan Sheppard and Chair Paul Hurley provided 
a great evening’s chat
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CTCRC’s Members Jury feature returns 
for the 2016-17 season with four club 
members, Marlyn Miles, David Hart, Paul 
Jones and Neil Jakes giving their thoughts 
on the following questions;

Give us a less obvious horse that will 
feature in your tipster competition team of 
eight?

Marlyn Miles: Bloody Mary - a grey, always 
a favourite, from the star stable of Nicky 
Henderson and named after myself.

David Hart: My less obvious pick is Battleford. 
He finished second in the Champion Bumper 
and as with most Mullins / Wylie horses there is 
more improvement to come.

Paul Jones: Old Guard was a horses for courses 
money spinner for me through last season at 
Cheltenham, rattling up a few wins including 
the big hurdle race at the November Meeting. 
Further improvement was expected with better 

going and he was set to represent Paul Nicholls 
in the Champion Hurdle. Sadly He missed the 
Festival through injury. With Novice Chasing 
now on the agenda Old Guard will be one of my 
less obvious choices in the tipsters competition.

Neil Jakes: The first time I won the competition 
I somehow managed to find Quito de La Roque 
which just kept running and finishing in the 
frame. I always try to look for a horse with a 
similar profile. It’s early days, but so far I haven’t 
identified one. However, I will be watching 
Charbel’s progress.

Outside of the Festival which is your 
favourite Cheltenham meeting?

Marlyn Miles: The Open meeting because it’s 
like a mini festival without the manic crowds.

David Hart: The Sunday of the Open Meeting, 
it is usually quieter than the first two days but 
there is still good quality racing to be watched.

Paul Jones: The December meeting is my 
favourite meeting outside the festival as around 
this time things start piecing together. Many of 
the horses entered will have already had a run 
which can give clues as to which stables/horses 
are in or out of form. This in turn creates many 
opinions as to which targets certain Horses 
should be aimed, igniting and making the 
debates that little more interesting.

Neil Jakes: It has to be Trials Day at the end of 
January. It can give some clues to March, but 
I just enjoy it for what it normally is – one of 
the best quality meetings apart from Kempton 

on Boxing Day and the 
Hennessy Saturday at 
Newbury.

What ignited your passion 
for National Hunt racing?

Marlyn Miles: My husband 
who ignited many passions 
including national hunt 
racing.

David Hart: Attending 
the Gold Cup in 1979. It was my first visit to a 
racecourse, apart from point to points with my 
Grandad when I was a lot younger, it whetted 
my appetite for racing. In addition I’ve attended 

many subsequent Gold Cups and visited other 
courses in the UK and abroad, while joining 
CTCRC has led to an increased enthusiasm for 
racing.

Paul Jones: Many years ago a group of work 
colleges invited me to the Gold Cup, Ignoring 
the stigma… a mugs game etc; I decided to give 
it a go and had a great day.

I backed a few winners enjoyed the buzz of 
excitement and have been ever since. Horses 
such as the prolific jumper Double Silk & mud 
lover Tipping Tim were amongst the first of 
many I’ve followed over the years. People often 
ask me why the whole Gold Cup meeting is held 
during the week when most are unable to either 
watch or attend due to work commitments, lack 
of holidays etc. For me it’s the best week of the 
year, but why part of the Festival isn’t held on 
the Saturday advertising the sport for all to see is 
a question I can’t answer.

Neil Jakes: I moved to Cheltenham in 1988 to 
work as part of the news team that launched 
BBC Radio Gloucestershire. I was given the 
chance to see NH racing for the first time in 
a working capacity and just loved it. My first 
Gold Cup was Desert Orchid in 1989. I have 
been very fortunate to get to every one since 
then as an annual member. During my time at 
Radio Gloucestershire I had the chance to meet 
and interview many people from the racing 

world. I now work in the BBC Radio Newsroom 
in London, covering national and international 
news and lots of sport, including the odd bit of 
racing.

Which trainer should we keep an eye on in 
2016-17?

Marlyn Miles: Colin Tizzard due to recent news 
of gaining a new influx of talent.

David Hart: This season I will be following Colin 
Tizzard and his team with particular interest to 
see how Thistlecrack progresses.

Paul Jones: I’ve been impressed with the 
trainer Harry Whittington who looks to have a 
bright future. He started training in 2012 and has 
gone from strength to strength. Having already 
had a good season with Arzal I’m looking 
forward to seeing horses such as Emerging 
Force and Bigmartre go novice chasing.

Neil Jakes: It’s very easy to say the obvious 
suspects and the upcoming yards run by Skelton 
or Longsdon, but this season I will be keeping 
on the right side of Neil Mullholland. I will also 
watch out for the Keighley yard which produces 
some big priced winners and has the plucky and 
game Any Currency, who was my big bet at this 
year’s Festival.

If you would like to feature in next months’ 
Members Jury, just drop a line to Steve 
Ennis at steve.ennis1@btinternet.com

Old Guard proved very profitable to follow for Paul 
Jones at Cheltenham last season

Marlyn Miles, David Hart, Paul Jones and Neil Jakes give their opinions in 
Members Jury

MEMBERS 
JURY

Dessie’s Gold Cup in 1989 would ignite most 
people’s passion
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We’re approaching the opening 
‘Showcase’ meeting at Cheltenham and 
we’ve already been rocked by our first big 
story of this National Hunt season. The 
decision of Gigginstown House Stud to 
remove 60 horses from the stable of Willie 
Mullins sent shockwaves through the 
industry, and made headlines in much of 
the national press. The loss of the likes of 
Don Poli and Apples Jade will be a blow, 
but did the bookmaking community over-
react to the news? 

We at Ladbrokes pushed Mullins all the way out 
to 4/1 for the British Trainers Championship, and 
cut the reigning champ Paul Nicholls to 1/4. Sure, 
the departure of so many class horses would 
hurt any trainer, even 
one as powerful as the 
master of Closutton. 
But is his chance of a 
first trainers’ title this 
side of the Irish Sea 
dramatically lessened 
now? I don’t think so, 
and I’d be suggesting 
readers have a few quid on at 4/1. If nothing else 
the bet will give you a lot of fun throughout 
the season. Be honest, how many of Mullins 
horses in the famous maroon silks came to mind 
when you heard the news? I could only really 
think of the two previously mentioned, yet us 
bookmakers have reacted as if Rich Ricci has 
thrown his Ray-Bans out of the pram and walked 
away with Annie Power, Douvan & co.

Gordon Elliott was the main beneficiary of the 

fallout, receiving around 20 horses into his care 
including the two stars mentioned above, and 
promising bumper horse Blow By Blow. This 
predictably led to his odds being shortened 
for the Irish trainers’ title to around 11/10, with 
Mullins hanging on to favouritism at a general 
4/6. Once again this seems a little dramatic, but 
the odds-on is not quite tempting enough for 
me.

So with October here, I’m sure many readers 
will be contemplating a few Ante Post wagers 
to whet the appetite for the season ahead. 
We have six markets available on next year’s 
Cheltenham Festival at Ladbrokes, as well as the 
King George and Grand National.

Let’s kick things off with the Arkle Chase, which is 
dominated by the principals 
from last year’s Supreme 
Novice Hurdle. The winner 
of that race Altior heads this 
market at 5/2, followed by 
runner up Min at 8/1 and 
third placed Buveur D’Air at 
12/1. The only other horse 

at a single figure price is Neptune victor Yorkhill 
at 9/2. It’s seems unusual for all these star novice 
hurdlers to forego a crack at the Champion 
Hurdle in their second season, but with Faugheen 
and Annie Power standing in the way there, you 
can see the logic. Altior is the same price Douvan 
was for the race at this point last year, but he 
doesn’t strike me as a stand out like that one did. 
Perhaps his stablemate Buveur D’Air offers better 
value, as he did little wrong at the Festival and 
went on to win a Grade One at Aintree.

As mentioned, the last two winners of the 
Champion Hurdle Faugheen and Annie Power 
sit atop of the betting currently, at odds of 7/4 
and 3/1 respectively. Next comes Apples Jade 
at 8/1, and now this one is no longer lodging 
with the top two, you’d imagine a shot at this 
becomes a lot more likely. If Altior doesn’t 
make it over fences, you can have 10/1, and the 
same price if Vroum Vroum Mag diverts from 
the Mares Hurdle. There’s a lot of ‘ifs’ there, not 
forgetting Faugheen needs to put his injury 
behind him, so it’s a market to sit and watch for 
now I’d say.

We’ve got a classic Ante Post conundrum 
with the RSA Chase. Thistlecrack at 3/1 stands 
head and shoulders above the rest after his 
scintillating performances over hurdles last 
season. However connections are already 
dreaming of ‘doing a Coneygree’ and going 
for the Gold Cup. 3/1 has the potential to look 
generous if the plan was changed, but you 
couldn’t put your money down at this stage. 
Alpha Des Obeaux followed Colin Tizzards’ 
star home in the World Hurdle, and is next in 

the betting at 8/1. Then come the confusingly 
similar named (for me anyway) Graham Wylie 
owned horses, Yorkhill and Bellshill, both priced 
at 12/1. Fellow columnist John Hales will be 
hoping his Aux Ptits Soins finally fulfils his 
potential, and moves a step closer to justifying 
the ‘future Gold Cup winner’ tag that he was 
labelled with early on. He didn’t run without 
promise in last season’s World Hurdle, and 14/1 
might tempt a few to get involved.

You can’t really argue with Ladbrokes quote of 
4/5 for Douvan to win the Champion Chase, 
as he might just be the best Willie Mullins has 
had yet. Ten from ten since arriving from France, 
including wins at the last two Festivals, it’s easy 
to see why he’s odds-on for a third win on the 
bounce. All that said, Un De Sceaux couldn’t 
progress from his Arkle victory, and found a 
certain Sprinter Sacre too hot to handle. Sprinter 
is 4/1 to gain a famous third win in the race, 
and if he’s in the form he was last season then 
Douvan will have to be every bit as good as 
he’s looked to defeat the champ. Un De Sceaux 
is 12/1, but all options appear open to him, 

I’d be suggesting 
readers have a few 

quid on at 4/1

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

Thistlecrack heads not one, but three of the Festival ante post markets
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including hurdles and going up in trip, so he 
makes little appeal at this stage.

Hopefully the prize fund for the Ryanair World 
Hurdle will increase now that Michael O’Leary 
has saved a few euros, and wouldn’t it be fun 
to see the presentations if Willie Mullins could 
find the winner! Annie Power at 5/1 and Vroum 
Vroum Mag at 7/1 are obvious candidates, as 
well as Nicholls Canyon at 8/1, but clearly the 
first two mentioned could have alternative 
targets. Thistlecrack understandably heads 
the betting at 2/1, but this wouldn’t be plan A, 
so it’s difficult to form an opinion yet on this 
one. Don’t forget that Thistlecrack wasn’t even 
considered at this stage last year, so there’s 
potential for one to emerge from leftfield again.

It’s a sign of how high highly Thistlecrack is 
rated that he is the current Gold Cup favourite 
at 6/1, and that of the six markets we’ve looked 
at, he heads three of them. It’s a big call to say 
he will win the 2017 Gold Cup, but if he does 
take to fences then watch out. It’s going to be 
very exciting to see how he progresses. Next in 
the list is reigning champ Don Cossack at 7/1, 
but he’s got a very serious injury to get over, 
and it’s far from certain that he’ll make it back 
there. Vautour is the same price, but few will 
trust this one with their hard earned until they 

see him cantering to post. Cue Card is 10/1 to 
put the heartbreak of his £1 million fall last year 
behind him, but he’s not getting any younger. 
Coneygree is another on the comeback trail, 
and it would be fantastic to see him get a 
chance to belatedly defend his title from 2015. 
The quote that caught my eye was Douvan at 
12/1. I know he could be kept to two miles for 
at least another year, but who knows with his 
connections, and surely it’s worth throwing a 
tenner at that price?

Don Poli is the current jolly for the Grand 
National at 25/1, and although I rarely get 
involved in this race Ante Post, that price is quite 
enticing. He looks tailor-made for the race, runs 
like he’d get five miles never mind four and a 
half, and jumps cleanly and economically. Let’s 
hope his new trainer Gordon Elliot foregoes a 
Gold Cup campaign and prepares him for this 
race only.

Last years’ one-two from the King George Cue 
Card and Vautour head the list for this year’s 
race, with the runner up given the nod at 3/1 
over his nemesis who is currently 5/1. Also 5/1 
is Douvan, and if he is to be aimed at the Gold 
Cup then this will surely be D-Day. Coneygree is 
8/1, and it’s 14/1 bar those.

Finally if you fancy a horse to go one 
better than Cue Card and claim the 
Jumps Triple Crown this season, then you 
can have 20/1 with Ladbrokes. If you want 
to be even braver and name that horse 
then you can have anything from 33/1 
upwards.

Exciting times ahead then and as ever…
if you fancy a flutter, come and see me in 
any Ladbrokes Cheltenham store!

Adam Hurley

Don Poli – stays all day, jumps well, has class, so why not go for 
the Grand National?

CTCRC welcome back Sophia Dale after the 
summer break. Sophia kicks off by sharing 
details of a new syndicate opportunity 
the Jockey Club are promoting as Sophia 
explains;

So, here we go again. It will be my fourth season 
at Cheltenham this season and as they say ‘Time 
flies when you are having fun!’ I honestly can’t 
believe it’s been that long, the fact that the new 
stand has been opened almost a year just shows 
how swiftly time moves.

The season gets underway later this month with 
The Showcase and then it will be all systems go 
right through until April. We haven’t changed a 
huge amount, in terms of the racing itself this 
season, there will be the traditional sixteen days, 
with just one date change, the Hunter Chase 
Evening will take place on a Friday rather than 
the usual Wednesday evening slot, May 5 2017.

One of the big projects we have been working 
on this summer is Jockey Club Ownership 
Syndicate – Cheltenham and the south west, 
which we launched the weekend of September 
30. We have always felt that we wanted to 
bring the idea of racehorse ownership to our 
customers, some of whom might have no 
idea how they could possibly go from being a 
customer standing around the paddock to then 
becoming someone in the heart of the action 
in the paddock meeting the jockey before the 
racing and having a vested interest in one of 
the runners. So the idea of our own syndicates 
came to life – three horses, one each with Jonjo 

O’Neill, Warren Greatrex and Paul Nicholls all of 
whom are spread geographically around the 
region. For £2,590 members of the syndicate 
will receive the benefits below as part of the 
package;

· Horses in training with three top trainers 
in the south west

· A share in all three horses

· Full membership benefits of Cheltenham 
including The Festival™, Exeter, Warwick 
and Wincanton Racecourses

· An exclusive facility at The Festival™

· A share in any of the prize money win by 
the club’s horses

· An opportunity to follow each of the 
horses owned by the club

· Organised stable visits

· Exclusive updates and newsletters 

Simon Claisse has been busy selecting the 
horses and we are delighted to now have 
three running under our banner. Details 
can be found on the back cover.

SOPHIA DALE 
COLUMN



CHELTENHAM & SOUTH WEST SYNDICATE

FINAL CHOICE (GB)
3-y-o (1st May 2013) Bay Gelding

Makfi – Anasazi (IRE) (Sadlers Wells (USA))

Trainer –  Warren Greatrex

Final Choice is an exciting prospect, that arrived at the Greatrex yard, having run on the flat this 

summer in the care of Roger Charlton. He hasn’t been out of the frame in his last 4 runs being 2nd 

twice and winning a Stayers’ Series’ Qualifier over 1m 3½f at Bath on his last run at the end of June.  

Bred by the Queen, he also ran in the Royal colours and arrived at Uplands on 3rd August. 

Warren’s thoughts on this horse are:

“He’s a horse that we had been watching for a while.  A big imposing individual who won his last 

start at Bath in good fashion. He looks to have all the credentials to make into an exciting hurdler.  

He has the size, will stay and goes on any ground. I am very much looking forward to getting him 

up and running”.

THE LAST BUT ONE (IRE)
4-y-o (6th May 2012) bay gelding

Kutub(IRE) – Last Hope(IRE) (Jurado (USA) )

Trainer – Paul Nicholls

This gelding was initially bought by Tom Malone for a client at the Cheltenham Tattersalls August  

Sale in August 2015. In training with Gordon Elliot, he made his debut at the Listowel Festival this 

September in a competitive bumper, coming home 2nd behind a nice Willie Mullins trained 4 year 

old. The ground was heavy, which would not have been ideal but he ran on really well in the style  

of a good young chaser in the making.  

With general progression and better ground, he could make his debut in England in a similar race  

as favourite. It would take a good one to beat him.

He has an exciting pedigree being from a family of chasers, Rocky Creek, Tell Massini and also has 

Faugheen via the 4th dam on his pedigree page. 

TIMEFORWEST (IRE)
4-y-o (17th April 2012) Bay Filly

Westerner (GB) – Shang A Lang (IRE) (Commander Collins)

Trainer – Jonjo O’Neill

Timeforwest has had one run in a competitive 4yo Mares Maiden Point to Point at Dromahane on 

22nd May 2016 where she was beaten on 2½ lengths in to 2nd place. The filly that beat her, Golden 

Flowerpower, has subsequently gone on to win her bumper at Wexford in good fashion recently. The 

Irish Point to Point website rated this run very highly and the comments in running were as follows:

“A competitive mares’ maiden that was run in a fast time, Timeforwest is a newcomer that always 

took the eye in running. A maiden is a mere formality and she likewise is a potential track performer 

that should make a play in a Bumper for starters”.

Having had a summer off out at grass she has now in the care of Jonjo O’Neill who says that she has come 

back looking really well and should be ready to run in bumpers or novice hurdles this side of Christmas.

The dam is a half sister to Chomba Womba, a high class, Grade 1 winning mare and is also a half 

brother to Down In Neworleans who was also a high class chaser with Margaret Mullins.


