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The leaves and temperatures are finally 
falling and the rhythm of the season has 
clicked in with the return of some of our 
favourite meetings.

The Roan Chase, The Haldon Cup, The Badger 
Ales Trophy, The Cheltenham Open meeting, 
The Betfair Chase and The Hennessy all over five 
weeks, what a feast!

And yet, as I write the rain persists in staying 
away. Taunton racecourse fear having to 
abandon due to hard ground and the Cross 
Country at Cheltenham is under threat for the 
Open meeting due to a lack of rainfall, we’d all 
better do a rain dance.

In our magazine this month we have a range of 
stories that demonstrate how variable this sport 
can be. The highs are magnificent, but the lows 
can be cruel. Our regular columnist Jo Collinson 
could hardly love the horses in her care anymore 
so it is heart breaking to hear Jo talk of her 
experience at the Showcase meeting where she 
lost Listen and Learn, our condolences go to her 
and all connected with the horse.

We learn also from John Hales of dreams being 
thwarted before the season really begins and 
the untimely retirement of Al Ferof who has 
been simply brilliant to watch since beating Cue 
Card and Sprinter Sacre in the 2011 Supreme 
Novices at Cheltenham. John is now on the 
lookout for Al Ferof to find a home for a long 
and happy retirement.

Liam Treadwell is showing considerable stoicism 
in the face of his continued period on the 
sidelines, due to concussion from a fall going 
back to March. Fingers crossed, Liam will be 
given the all clear to return at the Open meeting. 
Our thoughts go out to several other injured 

jockeys also going through tough times due to 
injuries, including Liam’s mates who featured 
in last months’ magazine. Aidan Coleman was 
stood down for nine days after a heavy fall at 
Wetherby and Alain Cawley, who has enjoyed 
a great start to the season with 11 winners, 
suffered not one, but two dislocated shoulders 
in late October. 

Most of all our thoughts go to Freddy Tylicki 
who suffered a T7 paralysis in a terrible fall 
on the flat at Kempton. A fundraising page 
has exceeded £100,000 at the time of writing: 
gofundme.com/freddy-tylicki has been set up to 
support Freddy. Our thoughts go to Freddy and 
his family at this very difficult time. 

We have an advert on the back cover for 
Christmas Cards to support the Injured Jockeys 
Fund, please help us to help our jockeys, we 
simply wouldn’t have our sport without them.

The clubs membership continues to grow and 
we welcomed another 13 new members at the 
Showcase meeting. There are now just under 
300 members in the club and we invite all of 
you to pick at least one team for the tipster 
competition which starts at the Cheltenham 
Open meeting. Be warned, I’m going to win, I 
just don’t know if that is the competition itself or 
the wooden spoon for coming last.

Here’s to a change in fortune for many of our 
columnists in the month ahead, let’s smile when 
the rain eventually arrives.

Enjoy the racing

Steve Ennis
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We were delighted to have a good solid 
start to the season proper in October and 
hope that November continue’s in the 
same vain.

Rock the Kasbah was very exciting to watch 
in his first novice chase, which he won well at 
Chepstow a few Saturday’s ago and we will 
aim him at The Rising Stars Novice Chase at 
Wincanton on November 5, but only if we 
have enough rain. We were so pleased with 
Wishfull Dreaming winning at Chepstow the 
next day, but very disappointed with his run at 
Cheltenham eleven days later, maybe it was too 
soon for him?

It was a very good day at Ffos Las the following 
Saturday with three winners from three runners! 
Copper Kay won her 
debut hurdle race 
then J.P McManus’s 
three year old Defi du 
Seuil looked like he 
could be very good 
when he won the 
juvenile hurdle, he 
will probably head to 
Cheltenham’s Open 
meeting in November, 
in The Triumph Hurdle 
Trial. 

The Welsh Champion Hurdle race looked very 
hot on paper and we were hoping to get near 
a place, but l think the rain all afternoon may 
have been a pleasing factor for us, as Garde La 
Victoire just loved it out there. For his troubles 
we will put him over fences again and target The 
Haldon Gold Cup at Exeter.

The biggest thrill of them all had to be Golden 
Doyen winning by a short head at Cheltenham’s 
Showcase meeting. He has over 30 owners 
called The Merry ol’ Souls, who certainly showed 
they are not past celebrating! It was also great 
that Tom O’Brien was on board, as he needed a 
big win and even better to beat his friend and 
rival Richard Johnson in a photo finish, with 
our other runner in the race For Good Measure. 
Golden Doyen now deserves a good break and 
has gone to a livery yard for the winter, because 
then he is going to be busy as we will aim him 
at The Pertemps Final at Cheltenham Festival 
in March, then our long term plan is the 2m5f 
Handicap at Glorious Goodwood in July!

We are always going to have to deal with 
disappointment and 
dear old Brother Ted 
was below par in 
his second chase at 
Cheltenham, having 
run so well at Newton 
Abbot two week’s 
before.

We thought No 
Comment had a great 
chance at Aintree and 
were so disappointed 

to finish second to Dan Skelton’s horse Robin 
Roe in the maiden hurdle race, but it looks like 
we came across a very good one and he now 
heads straight for the Challow Hurdle.

Due to the ongoing lack of rain the ground has 
been taking its toll at home, we have had three 
staff break their collar bones in as many weeks, A 
young girl here, Lucy Proven was the first, then 

PHILIP & 
SARAH HOBBS
COLUMN

poor Micheal Nolan has broken his for the third 
time and Sean Houlihan broke his in two places, 
so let’s hope that’s it now and as they say...”It 
always happen’s in three’s”!

Luckily we are blessed to have enough staff to 
help fill in for them, but hope they all make a 
speedy recovery.

Up North seem to be getting some rain, hence 
why we ran seven at Aintree on a Sunday...and 
what a terrible day it was, with three beaten 
favourites and a awful journey home...

We have never been great fans of Sunday 
Racing. However, when Sunday racing began on 
November 15 1992, Philip and I both rode with 
my brother in law Peter in a relay race around 1 
½m and six hurdles, three in a team and three 

teams, being, us, Mick Shannon’s and Jenny 
Pitman’s horses at Cheltenham Racecourse.

We called ourselves ‘The Hobby Horses’ and l 
was last to go in our team, on a horse bred for a 
Derby, l was flying down the hill and if l hadn’t 
met the hurdle spot on, l would never have 
stopped rolling…. our team won!

There are only about three good meetings on 
Sundays a year and no days off, if the Jockeys 
take a day off and that horse wins, they will 
lose the ride the next time it runs. l feel sorry 
for them as like Richard Johnson, many of them 
have young families growing up and they will 
miss most of that.

The last weekend in October was a lot better, 
Sternrubin made all the running in The William 
Hill Handicap hurdle and won nicely under Tom 
O’Brien and he may now go for The Greatwood 
at Cheltenham or more probably The Ladbroke 
Hurdle at Ascot in December.

We had our second winner of the day, when 
Ozzie The Oscar won at Wetherby easily, but 
we could nearly have had a brilliant day, as the 
wonderful Menorah ran so well with top weight 
in The Charlie Hall to finish second.

We have so many still waiting to run, but are 
wanting the rain to come soon.

Philip & Sarah Hobbs 
Sandhill Racing Stables

He has over 30 owners 
called The Merry ol’ 
Souls, who certainly 
showed they are not 

past celebrating!  

Sternrubin made all to win at Ascot, while Menorah (right) gave a wonderful effort in the Charlie Hall to take second

Golden Doyen will have a well earned break before 
a return for the Pertemps Final in March
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The unseasonably dry mild weather has 
put on hold the seasonal debuts of a few 
of jump racings biggest stars though we 
did see Cue Card in the Bet365 Charlie 
Hall Chase, there is no doubt he retains 
all his enthusiasm, class and speed. I just 
felt he may have been too fresh, plus he 
was lit up by Dynaste blazing the trail. 

Many focused too 
much on him taking 
that rival on and 
hitting the front 
early, yet there were 
many positives, he 
conceded weight 
to the winner and his jumping at a ferocious 
speed at a tricky course such as Wetherby was 
impeccable. Pity those who have to take him 
on at Haydock in the Betfair Chase! Although 
it would have been nice to win back-to-back 

renewals, Cue Card has a long season ahead 
with many big prizes to plunder which is now 
ideally set up.

Other horses of note to run at Wetherby were 
Cue Card’s stable companion Native River 
who tried to dominate, even battling back 
bravely to take second, he’ll be hard to beat 
in the Hennessy over the bigger obstacles. In 

the same hurdle 
race, Lil Rockerfeller 
ran a screamer, 
conceding 8lb to 
both Silsol and 
Native River, plus 
trying the trip for 

the first time, I think we can guess where his 
vocation lies as he was only beaten just over 
three lengths.

While at Ascot there was a huge crowd, 
attracted by not only an excellent card 
but Halloween entertainment and an after 
racing Firework spectacular. Though the 
action on the track was thrilling, Sternrubin 
has to be one of the toughest horses 
in training, and if taking up his entry in 
the Greatwood Hurdle at the November 
meeting will be the one they all have to 
pass. Although wandering towards the 
stands rail in the closing stages at Ascot, he 
has such courage, grit and determination, 
he won’t relinquish the lead. His third in 
the County Hurdle at the Festival in March 

proves he handles the course and he could 
just get away from his rivals on the Sunday.

Mischievously at my last Ascot they ended the 
Morning Line with me at a bubbling cauldron, 
my talk back was full of cheeky comments, 
including where’s my broomstick! That’s going 
to be the biggest miss, the banter in my ear 
and my heroic colleagues and at one time 
betting co-ordinators, Kerry Lee, Nick Dartnell, 
David Croft and Matt Hall who have put up 
with me over the years, been a delight to work 
alongside and made me look so good!

Full marks to the Racing Post for publishing 
the wonderful piece with the Jessica Gulrich, 
groom of Ballyoptic, who gave us a real 
understanding of the emotions she went 
through as her hero fell for the first time. These 
devotees should have more recognition, with 
the press and media tapping into their day to 
day lives and routines.

The BetVictor Gold Cup meeting is fast 
approaching and it’s hard to believe after my 

last Doncaster on Saturday the next port of 
call will be Cheltenham, definitely something 
to look forward to and I hope those of you 
who went to Oliver Sherwood’s on November 
5 picked up some real pointers for the season 
ahead and got close up to Grand National 
winner Many Clouds!

As magazine contributor Adam Hurley well 
knows one of my guises is a judge of Betting 
Shop Manager of the Year, however I don’t join 
the panel until the final 24 stage in October. It 
has been one of my favourite responsibilities 
over 15 years. Betting Shops receive bad press, 
easy targets in some respects, housing the 
contentious Fixed Odds Betting Terminals 
which the government are now reviewing. 
Remember the betting industry is heavily 
regulated. It can never be underestimated 
the responsibility of managing these shops 
and annually meeting the managers gives 
me a window into the changing landscape 
of betting. I estimate chatting to over 400 
managers all superb ambassadors and all 

Pity those who have to 
take him on at Haydock 

in the Betfair Chase! 
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Cue Card will be the one to beat in the Betfair Chase

Jessica Gulrich gives Ballyoptic a reassuring pat after 
his heavy fall at Ascot

Washington Redskins kicker Dustin Hopkins (3), 
misses with a field goal attempt in overtime at 
Wembley in the NFL game with Cincinnati Bengals. 
The game ended in a 27 v 27 tie.



8 9

unsung heroes of the industry and most 
importantly a conduit to the sports customers. 
They have given valuable insight into the 
changing customer trends. 

It’s a joy listening to all the anecdotes 
regarding the habits and banter of the betting 
shop regulars, what a wonderful, amusing 
reality show that would make. The eight 
finalists have been announced and they, 
together with a 
colleague of their 
choice will be 
heading to London 
in late November 
aiming for the 
coveted trophy, 
good luck to all.

Many people in 
racing love the 
NFL, it may be the 
statistics, it may 
be the spectacle but the three American 
Football games in this country were varied, 
Indianapolis Colts v Jacksonville Jaguars 
was exciting yet littered with clumsy errors. 
Andrew Luck, quarterback for the Colts, played 
poorly for the early part of the game with the 
team warming to the task all too late.

The middle game at Twickenham, was really, 
really bad, considering it had the potential to 
be oh so much better. Full of unforced errors 
from both teams, neither the New York Giants 
or the Los Angeles Rams received the memo 
to be entertaining, it was almost a relief to be 
on the shuttle bus home! 

Thank goodness the third and final game 
was a belter, thrilling, exciting, dramatic and 
packed with offensive plays, spilling into 

overtime and ending in a tie. However I don’t 
think the kickers will enjoy the flight home, 
as both missed easy kicks to win the game. 
The Washington Redskins and the Cincinnati 
Bengals can come again! Though within an 
hour of leaving Wembley it was in the public 
domain that one of the matches in 2017 will 
be the Miami Dolphins hosting the New 
Orleans Saints, bring it on.

Still no news 
regarding what 
beckons for me next 
year, though it’s 
hard to contemplate 
life after research, 
working out stats and 
watching race replays, 
when working for 
Channel 4 or TurfTV 
the days leading up 
to actually being on 

air are full with the aforementioned but from 
the end of the year no more. A fresh challenge 
is on the agenda, though whatever I decide 
a few days in June are already blocked off 
courtesy of a handful of games allotted in 
cricket’s ICC Trophy ballot. Not the ones that 
were high up on the wish list. If I want them 
they will be available at exorbitant prices 
nearer the time so I better back a few winners 
at Cheltenham in November and December!

Tanya Stevenson

This month’s question for the chance to win 
two entry tickets for any meeting of your choice, 
except feature racedays, at Chepstow racecourse 
is given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded a 
voucher which can be redeemed for entry ticket 
badges direct with the racecourse office.

The winner of the October competition will be 
advised in the next edition.

 This question for the November competition is:

What is the total prize money for this 
years’ Welsh Grand National?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 2 December 2016 at:

14 Ridge Green, Shaw, West Swindon, SN5 5PU

alternatively, e-mail him at tonyandles@aol.com

NB: Please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry.

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 2nd May 2016 – 29th April 
2017 (Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including 30th 
October 2016)

1st  David Noonan  140 pts 
2nd  Harry Bannister  127 pts 
3rd=  Harry Cobden  110 pts 
3rd=  Ryan Hatch  110 pts 
5th  Jonathan Moore  85 pts 
6th  Jamie Bargary  71 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. 
This award is named in his memory. 

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD

It’s a joy listening 
to all the anecdotes 

regarding the habits 
and banter of the 

betting shop regulars
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Having been involved in racing for a 
number of years I should by now be 
used to the good times and the bad. I 
always regard the start of my season 
being October and already Lady Luck has 
deserted me.

I have to say that I am always very disappointed 
if I do not get off to a good start but that has 
certainly been the case for October. We started 
with Unioniste at Chepstow and he finished 
last on ground that was unsuitable for him. I 
thought that things 
could only get better 
until I received a call 
from Dan Skelton 
telling me that Al 
Ferof had received an 
injury and there was 
no way he could run 
in the Peterborough 
Chase at Huntingdon. Alfie was always going 
to retire after this race which we believed he 
could win again. Alfie is now back home and 
in approximately six months we intend to find 
him a good home. If any of the readers know 
of a good home please give me a call on 07798 
575900. Alfie has a wonderful temperament and 
will be fully fit for hacking and dressage etc.., 
we would not want him to go show jumping or 
cross country.

My bad luck continued when Brio Conte made 
his debut over hurdles at Kelso. Brio has a lot of 
ability and I had previously tipped him to be 
one of the successes of the season. We sent 
him all the way to Kelso because that was the 
only course that had some cut in the ground. 
He started favourite and I was very confident he 
would win. He jumped big into the first hurdle 
and came down. The only time I was happy was 
when I saw him get up and give chase to the 
other horses.

I suppose he proved a 
point when he was in 
the lead coming over 
the last but it does help 
if the jockey is still on 
his back! I felt sorry for 
my two partners in the 
GiGi syndicate who had 
gone to Kelso to see 

him. Margaret and Roy Moody travelled from 
Northallerton in North Yorkshire and Alex and 
David Stevenson from Langholm in the Borders.

I am now hoping for better results in November 
when I hope you will see four horses who have 
the ability to run at the Cheltenham Festival 
in March. Aux Ptits Soins (Winner of the Coral 
Cup at the 2015 Festival) is targeted to run at 
Wincanton on November 5. Aux Ptits Soins 

was taken this week for a racecourse gallop 
at Chepstow and Nick Scholfield said that he 
relaxed and felt very good and in his opinion 
would easily get three miles. Ibis Du Rheu 
the winner of the 
Martin Pipe race at 
this years’ Festival will 
probably run at the 
end of November. 
Unfortunately ha carries 
too much weight like 
his owner and it takes 
a long time to get the 
weight off. I am trying 
as well but to no avail as the wine always wins. 
I have received a text today from Paul saying 
that Politilogue was awesome today in training 
over the fences. I know that we are in a dreamers 
sport but I hope one day both Politilogue and 
Aux Ptits Soins will run in the Gold Cup. We will 
see Brio Conte back on a race course in the near 
future and also Gibbs Bay whose only run was 

winning the Bumper at Ayr. Vivaldi Collonges is 
scheduled to go to Sandown on November 6 
and should run very well.

That just leaves Captain Forez who is scheduled 
to run in a Novice 
Hurdle at The 
Hennessey meeting at 
Newbury at the end of 
November. Dan Skelton 
is very pleased with 
him and I believe he is a 
very exciting prospect. I 
cannot wait to see him 
run.

My wife and I are planning to go to Wincanton 
and Sandown and of course we are looking 
forward to The Open meeting at Cheltenham. 
All we can wish for now is that our luck will 
change and the God’s are with us. 

John Hales

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

If any of the readers 
know of a good home 
please give me a call

Aux Ptits Soins…in 
Nick’s opinion would 
easily get three miles

Politilogue and Aux Ptits Soins are both horse who I hope will run in the Gold Cup in the future
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a spare. “Oh no, I don’t want to do him,” he 
moaned. “He’s horrible to do.”

Aghast, I stopped brushing and said to John, “I’ll 
do him – I can’t believe anyone wouldn’t want 
to do a Royal Ascot winner.” I made a deal with 
John to do ‘Sharpie’ every evening as a spare. 
He is a tricky horse to brush – he bites and kicks, 
really meaning to get you. He nibbles whilst I 
buckle up his rugs and has a very sensitive belly 
to brush. We get along just fine; Sharpie thinks 
of me as an inconvenience and a nuisance, 
definitely an irritating necessity.

Yet, he is beautiful: a rich bay with a long white 
stripe and two big white socks behind. Plus, he 
is hugely talented. He won twice on the Flat for 
Michael Dodds, before winning two hurdles in 
2012 for Jonjo. He then won on the Flat at York 
before winning the Ascot Stakes in 2013. Since 
then, one of my horses went out in the field for 
the winter and I look after Sharpie permanently. 
He has been plagued with leg trouble but 
whether or not he runs, I feel honoured to look 
after him.

At Warwick on September 29, I led up 
Foundation Man, who won a chase under 
conditional jockey Jack Savage. Before hand, 
Jack had leant over from the colossal back of 
Foundation Man (high up from 17.3 hands) and 

said “The dream team are reunited.” He was 
referring back to March when he had ridden a 
winner, also at Warwick, and I had also led him 
up. Jack gave Foundation Man the best ride and 
it was brilliant to run down the woodchip chute 
to collect them. Jack had a huge grin and it was 
obvious it meant so much to him.

On October 5, we had an eventful day at 
Ludlow. Road closures and lengthy diversions 
made us late. We had a non-runner, Centuro 
was fifth when running on late and an unseat. 
Centuro won his lad Keaton McMinn the 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

There have been a few changes within 
Jackdaws Castle this season. Longstanding 
head lad Johnny Kavanagh stills runs the 
first yard, which houses More Of That, 
Eastlake, Holywell, Beg To Differ, Minella 
Rocco, Above Board – to name but a few.

Former amateur jockey, Alan Berry has been 
drafted from the satellite yard and now runs the 
second yard. He oversees rising stars such as 
Which One Is Which 
and Matorico, as 
well as old favourites 
such as Upswing and 
Shutthefrontdoor. 
John Lovejoy, from 
Devon, is new and 
runs the barn. He is 
very experienced 
in all aspects of 
horsemanship. Having 
grown up on a farm, 
he hunted, showjumped and was a member of 
the Pony Club. He rode as a conditional jockey in 
the 1980s, against the Boss! He has worked as a 
head lad in several yards and is a jovial character. 
He keeps the young lads’ cheekiness in check 
and has many an amusing tale to tell.

After our fortnightly weekend off, the yard staff 
now have the following Wednesday afternoon 
off. It may only be two extra afternoons off a 

month but it has made a big difference. It is now 
far easier to book an appointment or meet up 
with friends or simply have some extra sleep. We 
now have a tea/coffee break after second lot, 
sitting on upturned buckets or in the tackroom. 
Plus, on Wednesday mornings, bacon rolls (or 
a vegetarian equivalent!) are handed out and 
flapjack Fridays are a joy. I have heard of other 
yards doing extra afternoons off too and smaller 
yards that now work one in three weekends. 

Slowly, the racing 
industry is evolving 
to look after its 
workforce better.

John Dina, 23, was 
awarded our first 
Spillers-sponsored 
Employee of the 
Month and won a 
bottle of champagne. 
From Romania, John 

came here last September. He looks after Best 
Practise, Washed Ashore, Fort Worth and She’s 
Late and does his horses really well. For the last 
couple of months, John has been getting up 
early to help feed the barn first thing.

 One week day, during evening stables, John 
Lovejoy called up the barn, over the flurry of 
mucking out, sweeping and grooming, to ask 
one of the younger lads to do Well Sharp as 

Slowly, the racing 
industry is evolving 

to look after its 
workforce better

Jonjo’s 2000th winner with Centurio, centre blue silks, came in bizarre fashion at Uttoxeter 
A great party was had with the team afterwards at The Plough Inn

Willberry the Wonder Pony charity will benefit from 
Emma Beresford’s trek around New Zealand
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best-turned-out. Ironically, I had plaited him 
incredibly hurriedly and we had no time to 
apply hoof oil.

Centuro hit the headlines on October 13 when 
he tallied up Jonjo’s 2000th UK National Hunt 
winner, when luckily winning a juvenile hurdle 
at Uttoxeter. He is owned by the Bond family 
and was ridden by Aidan Coleman – and would 
have been second had another jockey not fallen 
off just before the line. For the Boss to train over 
2000 winners is a massive achievement and 
was a proud moment for the team. There was 
a celebration down the Plough, with food and 
a cake and lots of champers! All of us felt very 
proud of Jonjo.

Two days later, Doesyourdogbite was winner 
2001 and the race was even more eventful 
than Centuro’s! In the first at Market Rasen, 

the four runners dwindled when Ryan Hatch 
got hampered and unseated at the first and 
then Phillip Hobbs’ ran out three flights later, 
flattening the wing. Nicknamed Gromit, my little 
horse stayed on well and used his Flat-racing 
experience. I was delighted (especially as, not 
counting spare lead-ups, it was my first winner 
with my one of my “own” horses for over a year) 
as were the two attending syndicate members 
of Berys Connop and Brian Robb. In the winner’s 
enclosure, Berys announced that she had had 
her “first winner in 1976”, making everyone 
laugh.

Where Cartmel is celebrated for giving winners 
sticky toffee pudding, Market Rasen is becoming 
renowned for giving winning yards a huge box 
of ‘posh’ Pipers crisps. Flo Willis said that “Gromit 
brought home the crisps.” I waited a couple of 
days before leaving them by the yard entrance 
and it was not long before an empty box 
remained.

After riding out one morning, I led an unnamed 
filly, a half sister to Alfie Sherrin, down from the 
yard to the bottom paddocks. The sky was 
bright blue, with only a few candy floss clouds. 
Walking with the filly was an exaggeration as 
we were ambling and strolling, because she 
was doped. Her eyelids were heavy, bottom lip 
flopping and legs drunk. Yearling Luna Baby, just 
back from Martin Jones’ breaking yard for a basic 
education of handling and manners, joined her 
but was not doped. She galloped round and 
round the field, whilst my filly lazily cropped 
at grass. By doping my filly, it ensured that 
she would not loony about and injure herself. 
Princess Tiana has since joined the pair and all 
are getting on well, with Princess definitely the 
boss of the herd.

I was proud to lead up Listen And Learn “Tiny” at 
the Cheltenham Showcase

One of our work riders, Emma Beresford, left 
for a fundraising trip of a lifetime. She rides 
eventers during the summer but for the next 
three months is cycling round New Zealand for 
Willberry Wonder 
Pony. Courageous 
and gutsy, Emma 
is greatly admired 
for being a talented 
rider and also for 
this lovely act. We 
wish her loads 
of luck and look 
forward to her return in March.

Returning to Cheltenham racecourse for the 
Showcase is always great fun; the atmosphere 
is exciting and the air is electric. I was there with 
only one runner, one of my favourites: Listen and 
Learn, nicknamed Tiny for he was small all over, 
except his brave, honest heart. Even he felt the 
buzz, getting off the lorry and gawping at all the 
people streaming towards the Centaur. He had a 
nervy nature, bottom lip constantly wavering.

He ran over hurdles and I waited for him to 
come back down the chute, waiting for too 

long. I overheard one of the ground staff 
summon the equine ambulance for number 
9 via the radio and flagged it down. It turned 
into a very sad day. Poor Tiny had sustained a 

very deep over-reach, 
which had severed 
the tendon, and thus 
could not be saved. 
He had the best of 
veterinary care and 
did not suffer. I felt 
very sorry to give him 
a kiss good bye and 

load his rugs into the lorry. I will never forget 
Tiny as he was the sweetest horse.

By the clocks going back, first lot was in daylight 
again. Recently, we had been riding out in 
darkness, only emphasised further by inky black 
clouds and owls hooting in nearby woods. This 
relief will be short lived, when the days are at 
their shortest, before first lot is again in shadowy 
blackness.

Jo Collinson

whether or not he 
runs, I feel honoured 

to look after him

We are beginning to enjoy the variety of gifts that accompany winning from sticky toffee pudding to posh crisps
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Our October National Hunt season preview 
club night demanded much note taking of 
the audience, as our guests Chris Cook (The 
Guardian), Melissa Jones (Gloucester Echo) 
and Rory Delargy (Irish Field) provided a 
feast of opinions on the horses that they 
considered are likely to take their share of 
the headlines in the season ahead.
Chris Cook performed a multi-purpose role on 
the evening….asking the questions, demanding 
back up on opinions given, then offering his own 
angle on the horses in question, all of which was 
achieved with aplomb.
He kicked off suggesting, “the plan for the 
evening is to give you a bunch of horses that 
you can laugh about in six months when all our 
predictions prove unsuccessful!”
Chris shared how his passion for jump racing had 
begun indicating that in National Hunt you form 
relationships that last for years with your favourite 
horses, there’s always a story and it’s easy to be 
captivated by the sight of a two miler pinging a 
hurdle at full speed or a chaser wearing his heart 
on his sleeve as he battles to the line in a three 
miler.
The panel were all of the view that the departure 
of 60 top horses from Willie Mullins was good for 
the viewing public as more top quality horses will 
go up against one another more regularly.
One consequence of this change is that Willie 
Mullins may place fewer horses in the UK during 
the season this winter as he focuses on retaining 
his Irish title with a smaller team, which probably 
hardens Paul Nicholls’ position as favourite to lift 
the UK trainers title.
Chris opened the specific focus on the horses to 
follow by asking about Thistlecrack’s position at 

the head of the market for three Festival races. 
Rory felt 5/1 on him being favourite for the 
Gold Cup was a “daft price”. Rory applauded the 
approach that has been taken so far by Colin 
Tizzard suggesting Colin knew what he had “the 
engine was there, the chassis wasn’t” which was 
Colin’s explanation for Thitlecrack’s late switch to 
the chasing format.
However, with 2016/17 likely to see the horse at 
his peak, it makes total sense to pitch for the Gold 
Cup, the early showing at Chepstow suggesting 
his jumping is in good order. The Tizzards have 
time on their hands to test the horse via novice 
chases until Christmas, by which time they’ll have 
a better understanding of which races to target. 
At this stage Rory argued, “if you back him now at 
5/1 you want your head examined”. Rory felt 6/1 
for the RSA is a more realistic ante post bet and 
felt the chances of Thistlecrack even running in 
the Gold Cup should be a double figure price, let 
alone winning it at 5/1.
So if not Thistlecrack, who?
Vautour was Chris Cooks idea of a Gold Cup 
winner, arguing he simply wasn’t right last year in 
the run up to the Gold Cup. Melissa Jones agreed 
suggesting the form of the King George was rock 
solid and if campaigned properly with the Gold 
Cup as the main target the horse could have a 
stand out chance.
Rory Delargy appealed to my tipster competition 
nap by offering Coneygree as a viable option, “his 
only appearance last year was first class, if he is 
sound he will have a great chance. He won a really 
good Gold Cup and there was no fluke about it”.
The conversation moved to the two mile division, 
all enjoyed the romance of the Sprinter Sacre story, 
albeit, Rory wasn’t persuaded of the severity of 

Sprinters reported condition. He offered that 
the more likely reason for the horses difficult 
time came as a result of winning the three 
Championship two mile chases at Cheltenham, 
Aintree and Punchestown in 2013 over a 40 day 
period. This probably bottomed the horse and 
took the horse two years to recover from.
Chris agreed citing how difficult it is to keep big 
horses sound, referencing Denman only won one 
race in ten after his Gold Cup victory.
The panel felt Douvan would be kept to two miles 
unless Vautour or Djakadam were injured as this 
kept the Ricci options well spread. Rory believes 
the horse is 10lb better than the average Arkle 
horse, but he is interested to see how the horse 
copes when he meets a fence wrong. At evens 
Melissa wasn’t moved to get involved in a horse 
who is likely to be dominant in this sphere, but 
can’t be backed at such a short price so early in 
the season.
In the World Hurdle division opinions differed, 
Rory felt Faugheen and Annie Power are both risky 
propositions at this stage due to their respective 
injury records, while Melissa felt 4/1 on Faugheen 
looked an attractive proposition.
Hindsight is great and we can now all applaud 

Melissa who tipped Wholestone to do well at the 
pending Cheltenham Showcase meeting, despite 
meeting lots of trouble in running he showed a 
great attitude and will surely progress from his 
current rating of 130.
In the novice chaser division Chris believed it 
was significant that Altior was schooling over 
fences in April, rather than taking on more hurdles 
opportunities at Aintree and Punchestown. Clearly 
Nicky Henderson believes he could make the top 
in this sphere. However, Chris is of the view that 
his stable mate Buveur D’Air may be physically in 
better shape to convert hurdle ability to greater 
effect over fences, both appear to have exciting 
seasons ahead of them.
Chris also repeated one of my most pleasing 
phrases by suggesting Yorkhill was said by Patrick 
Mullins to be the “gravy” over fences? I’m not 
sure what that means, but I do like gravy so I’m 
guessing it’s something positive. 7/1 for the Arkle 
looks attractive as Chris believes Patrick is an 
excellent judge.
As the night progressed the pointers came 
thick and fast, three were even offered for the 
Grand National, Chis gave a nod for Empire Of 
Dirt, Rory for Maggio (100/1 on the day forecast) 
and Melissa for Ben Pauling’s Silvergrove. Melissa 
wasn’t discounting Many Clouds either who had a 
breathing operation over the summer.
One’s to follow that are well handicapped are 
Maximiser with Simon West, rated 143, but Rory 
thinks he’s a 160+ horse. Melissa thinks Barters 
Hill will continue on an upward curve this season 
while Chris closed the evening suggesting 
Jetstream Jack and the visually impressive 
Diamond King might be giving the Whateley’s 
much to cheer about under the guidance of 
Gordon Elliott.
Our three guests were in top gear as 10.30pm 
came along and were last to leave as they carried 
on the debates over a drink once all had departed 
with a hat full of options to ponder in the season 
ahead.
Steve Ennis

OCTOBER
CLUB NIGHT

Chris Cook, Melissa Jones and Rory Delargy provided a 
great evenings chat

Wholestone produced a victory with much 
potential at the Showcase meeting
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The jumpers are back! No, not the knitted 
variety, as it’s actually been unseasonably 
warm during October. I’m talking 
steeplechasers of course, and with the 
opening Cheltenham fixture complete and 
first sight of a few jumping stars, we can 
officially cut the ribbon on the 2016-2017 
National Hunt season.

On the subject of temperatures, Cheltenham’s first 
meeting opened on good ground which seemed 
to hinder the field sizes somewhat. On the flip side 
we had a small army of Irish trained runners over 
the two days, which I can’t remember happening 
before at this fixture. We’re used to the Anglo-Irish 
battles in November and March, but this was a 
welcome addition to the Showcase. I counted 14 
contenders from the Emerald Isle on day one, that 
was an impressive 20% of the days total runners. 
They even managed a 1-2-3 in the three mile novice 
chase, with Heron Heights getting the better 
of his stablemate Full Cry and former Triumph 
Hurdle winner Tiger Roll. An Irish trained 1-2-3 at 
Cheltenham without the help of Willie Mullins, 
who’d have thought it?

So how were the results for my Ladbrokes shops 
in Cheltenham town centre? Well, it seems we’ve 
picked up where we left off, the first two races 
going to the market leaders. Both horses, El Bandit 
at 6/5 and Marracudja at 3/1, were trained 
by the bang in form Paul Nicholls. It was 
a popular double too in the shops, and 
we saw plenty of £50 bets which got our 
customers off to a flyer.

As usual with a Cheltenham race meeting, 
even the winners that weren’t favourite 
were very strong in the market. Midnight 
Shot was supported from 14/1 early into an 
SP of 8/1, and he repaid the faith by leading 

from start to finish in the 2m5f handicap hurdle. 
Thomas Campbell got the better of his shorter 
priced stablemate Khezerabad in the two mile 
maiden hurdle, but 6/1 and 7/4 respectively early 
doors became 11/4 and 5/2 at the off. Once again 
those clever Cheltenham punters were spot on, 
and clearly the word had got out from the Nicky 
Henderson stable that there wasn’t much to choose 
between the two. Finally Cliffs Of Dover rounded 
things off, and in doing so completed a treble for Mr 
Nicholls. Strong pre-race support forced his price in 
from 13/2 to 10/3, these late gambles really hurt us 
betting shops, as every punter betting race to race 
see’s the confidence and gets involved. Old Guard 
won this same race last year before adding the 
Greatwood and International hurdles. You would 
think Cliffs Of Dover would be hard pressed to 
match that but he’s since won easily at Wetherby, so 
who knows?

Day two was slightly better for us, despite three 
winning favourites in Wholestone at 2/1, Fox Norton 
at 5/2 and Shantou Village at 4/6. Fox Norton was 
the worst of these for my shops, and in fact the 
costliest result of the weekend. We offered 5/1 
early for bets up to fifty quid, and we took plenty of 
these. The price looked all wrong to me considering 
this one was third to Douvan at Cheltenham and 
Aintree in the spring, and so it proved with an 
authoritative eleven length success.

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

Fox Norton was the worst result, but the single 
biggest pay out went to a customer who had a 
chunky SP bet on Golden Doyen just before the 
off of the Pertemps qualifier. The gentleman was 
rewarded with odds of 11/1, and it was a strategy 
that seemed to be working for him. He also backed 
Troika Steppes, Heron Heights and Marracudja 
as the tapes went up on the Friday. I’m not sure 
what the logic was, perhaps he was just indecisive. 
Whatever the reason though, the drinks were surely 
on him that weekend.

Overall then we finished slightly in front for the 
two days, but this was only a warm up in turnover 
terms compared to the upcoming Open Meeting. 
Those three days in mid-November will decide, 
as they always do, whether we claw back some of 
the deficit from March, or simply add to it. I’m sure 
I can predict which eventuality the readers of this 
magazine will be rooting for.

On the subject of the Open Meeting, entries closed 
recently for the feature races, the BetVictor Gold 
Cup and the Greatwood Hurdle. Ladbrokes have 
priced these races up, and it’s hugely competitive as 
you’d expect. 

More Of That heads the betting for the Saturday 
highlight currently, at odds of 8/1, and it’s easy to 
see why. If my maths are correct he’s rated nearly a 
stone lower over the larger obstacles than he was 
in his World Hurdle winning days, and don’t forget 
he won over course and distance twice this time 
last season. Garde La Victoire reappeared recently 
with a confidence boosting hurdles win, and is next 
in the list at 10/1. He would need to put two novice 
chase falls at the spring festivals behind him though. 
Double Shuffle, Taquin Du Seuil, Frodon and Kings 

Socks can all be backed at 12/1, the latter two 
contenders are intriguingly both only four years old. 
I can’t even remember a four year old running in this 
race, much less winning! Bouvreuil was four and a 
half lengths in front of Double Shuffle when runner 
up at the Festival in the novices handicap chase, 
and I could see him continuing Paul Nicholls purple 
patch at odds of 16/1.

Winter Escape was three from three for Alan King 
last season, and is the current market leader at 8/1 in 
the Greatwood. I’m not really sure why he skipped 
the big spring festivals, but he clearly has bundles 
of potential. That price could look very generous 
indeed if his owner JP McManus gets involved in 
the Ante Post market. Recent Cheltenham scorer 
Sceau Royal is next at 10/1, followed by plenty at 
12/1, including A Hare Breath. I’m sure readers will 
remember this one landing a monster gamble at 
this meeting last year, so it will be interesting to see 
if the money comes again.

So in October we’ve seen the return of Cheltenham, 
Cue Card and Thistlecrack. Incidentally the latter 
is now 4/1 from 6/1 with Ladbrokes for the Gold 
Cup, and has been taken out of the World Hurdle 
betting. I guess that tells you all you need to know 
about his chasing debut.

Now with November here we are sure to have 
plenty of treats in store, a month that many jumps 
fans will tell you is possibly the best of the entire 
season. Open Meeting followed by the Betfair 
Chase followed by the Hennessey Gold Cup, yep…
sounds pretty good to me!

Adam Hurley

JP McManus heads the betting for the two big races at Cheltenham in November with More Of That and Winter Escape

November – A feast of racing with the Betfair Chase and the 
Hennessy Gold Cup to look forward to
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Club Night - November 16

A highly entertaining evening is guaranteed 
as assistant trainers Toby Lawes (with Nicky 
Henderson) and Carl Llewelyn (with Nigel 
Twiston-Davies) are our guests. The evening 
starts at 7.45pm prompt, with £6 entrance for 
visitors, please bring your membership cards. All 
new members will receive a free drink, just make 
yourself known to any committee member. 
Roger Hart will chair for the evening.

January 18

He’s been a columnist in our magazine and now 
we’re pleased to advise that Yogi Breisner will 
be our guest speaker at our January club night. 
Yogi has been the UK’s eventing performance 
manager at the last two Olympic Games and is 
recognised as a world leader in his field. 

Club trips

Anyone wishing to go to Leopardstown over 
the Christmas Festival, Thiestes in mid-January 
or Punchestown in April should contact Peter 
Collier who can assist with tickets, flights and 
accommodation help. Just call Peter on 07802 228599.

Calling all new members

The club have had over 40 new members 
join in 2016, we’re keen to engage with you all 
and want to invite any new members to get 
involved with the clubs committee. We have 
had feedback that new members believe they’re 
not qualified in some way, this couldn’t be 
further from the truth as we specifically would 
like to see new ideas and contributions from all 
our club members. Why not give it a try? Just 

call Doug Miles our Chairman on 07515 703058 
and we’ll welcome any new or existing member 
onto the committee.

Tipster Competition

The time for thinking who your eight selections 
will be is over! The competition starts on Friday 
November 11. You can complete an entry form 
via our website www.ctcrc.co.uk. Please send 
your entry forms to Colin Nelson, 87 Roman 
Hackle Avenue, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. 
GL50 4ST.

Regular chairman on CTCRC club nights 
Roger Hart is organising a superb charity 
fund raising evening in association with 
Bet Victor entitled, an evening with the 
“Grumpy Old Men”.

Roger describes the evening as follows;

Please join us at the ‘Bet Victor Open Meeting 
Preview’ with reminisces from the ‘Grumpy Old 
Men’ at the Lygon Arms, Chipping Campden, 
GL55 6HB on Thursday November 10 at 7.30pm 
prompt 

After 18 years we decided not to host a 
Cheltenham Festival Preview Evening in March 
this year. We did promise something different 
and I am delighted to let you have details of 
the above evening, which we think will be 
informative, amusing and very different. 

We have invited panel guests who have 
entertained us in the past for a reunion and a 
look forward to the three-day Bet Victor Open 
meeting at Cheltenham. I am also delighted that 
Bet Victor are sponsoring our evening. 

Our Chairman is Ian Carnaby who was a regular 
on our early preview panels. Ian is a columnist 
for the Racing Post and Irish Field and is still very 
much involved in the horse racing world with 
some wonderful stories from the BBC days. 

Pro Punter, Alan Potts, a regular on our panels 
for many years makes a welcome return. Still 
punting and finding winners Alan is best known 
for his forthright no nonsense assessment of a 
horse’s chances, he has always been grumpy! 

Jim Old was on our first ever preview panel, 
trainer of Collier Bay and Moleboard, he has now 
retired from training but rides out every day for 
Nigel Twiston-Davies and was grumpy as a child. 
It will be great to hear his brilliant impressions 
again, including his great take on Lenny Lungo. 

Finally, a ‘newbie’ Kim Bailey who does grumpy 
best of all. Winner of a Gold Cup, Champion 
Hurdle and Grand National, the stable is in great 
form. His website is the Number One Racing 
Website, although the daily joke is never his. Sure 
to have lots of runners at Cheltenham over the 
three days, we might even get him to smile! 

The format is slightly different with reserved 
places for a delicious two-course dinner with 
coffee provided by the Lygon Arms before the 
‘groans and moans’ begin. As always we will be 
raising funds for charity and for this event we are 
supporting ‘The Thomas Memorial Fund’ a local 
charity that provides treatment through a local 
Veterinary Practice for cases of financial hardship 
and Animal Welfare. There will be an auction 
with some great lots. 

Places are limited at £40.00 per person to 
include dinner and coffee. To book your place 
please contact Roger Hart on 07831 092 368.

An Evening with The Grumpy Old Men 
c/o Roger Hart Countrywide Promotions 
Ltd PO BOX 3 Chipping Campden GL55 6YT 
Tel: 07831 092368 

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

AN EVENING WITH
THE GRUMPY OLD MEN

Toby Lawes & Carl Llewelyn will be our guests in 
November

Put it in your diary…January 18 club night with 
Yogi Breisner
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LIAM 
TREADWELL
COLUMN

The wait to be signed back by the doctor 
continues for our magazine columnist 
Liam Treadwell, writes Steve Ennis

We met at our usual watering hole and I learned 
that Liam is as fit as a fiddle as he has been riding 
out every day for over a month. On the day of 
our meeting Liam had ridden 10 lots at Venetia’s, 
advising there are lots of exciting new recruits 
all biding their time for the rain to arrive and the 
ground to soften.

Liam also gave a good word for many 
new recruits at Michael Scudamore’s 
yard that has been strengthened over 
the summer.

For Liam, the frustration is that on two 
consecutive tests with the doctors he 
has come up short in two areas – one, 
Liam’s baseline reaction times are 
still not quite where they were pre 
his injury. Two – Liam is still enduring 
some short term memory loss as a 
consequence of the concussion first 
brought about in a fall in late March, 
then compounded again in May.

In a period where jockeys are 
experiencing a wide range of injuries, 
including flat rider Freddy Tylicki, 
we’re reminded more than ever of the 
important support provided by the 
Injured Jockey’s Fund.

On the brighter side, Liam took 

advantage of a free Saturday to spend the day at 
Wembley with friends and fellow sidelined jockey 
Sam Twiston-Davies to watch the Washington 
Redskins play the Cincinnati Bengals – a great day 
was had by all.

Let’s hope Liam, Sam, Freddy and all those 
currently recovering from injuries can make a full 
recovery and be back on the racecourse soon.

The Washington Redskins fan club storm Wembley

Left to right – Sam and Willie Twiston-Davies, Thomas Brown, Craig 
Thompson and Liam

                           
                     GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ 
                                                               In aid of  
                        

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2016 
GOLD CUP ROOM 

      CHELTENHAM RACECOURSE 
 

Quiz Starts at 7.45pm             Entry Fee:   £20.00 per Team 
 (Please arrive for 7.30pm)                    (Max. 5 participants per Team) 
 
Cheques made payable to: The Injured Jockeys Fund 
   

Cheques should accompany the Entry Form (below) and forwarded to: 
 
Chris Coley, 1 Montpellier Gardens, Cheltenham, GL50 1UZ 
Tel:   01242 514447         Mobile:  07710 346661 

   
Once we have received your entry form you will receive no further correspondence from us  
– we look forward to seeing you on the night. 

!------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ ~  
Wednesday 30th November 2016 

 
Name of Team  ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Team Captain  ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Address   ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
E-mail:     …………………………………  Tel:      …………………………….. 
 
Signed:     ……………………………........  Date:   ..…………………………… 
 

***If you know of anybody interested in quizzing, who might be prepared to enter a team, please list his/her name 
and address and email below:*** 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
***If you would like me to remove your name from my Quiz mailing list please be so good as to let me know.       Many thanks 

 

 



INJURED JOCKEYS CHRISTMAS CARDS & CALENDARS 20177332 
 - 

  

 
The Calendar is a traditional full sheet design with strong metal spiral hanger. Features a 
vibrant collection of original paintings with clear design and added space for daily notes, listing 
all UK and Irish race fixtures and UK Point-2-Points.  
The Calendar costs £12.00 and is also available in a slimline version for £8.00 
 
Cards and Calendars can be purchased at any race meeting or via the website 
http://shop.ijf.org.uk 

 

There are 2 
Christmas Cards 
this year. 
 “Deep and Crisp 
and Even” by 
Terence Gilbert 
SEA and “Winter 
Winner” by 
Dennis Syrett 
SEA. Greeting 
reads- Best 
Wishes for 
Christmas and the 
New Year. 
A mixed pack of 10 
cards and 
envelopes are 
£7.50 


