
DECEMBER 2016

TIZZARD DREAMS COME TRUE

FINISH LINE
Cheltenham & Three Counties Race Club magazine 



2 3

I wonder what Colin Tizzard wants for 
Christmas?

Perhaps he might think his Christmas has already 
been as the month of November brought him 
feature races at the Open Meeting, through the 
Betfair weekend and onto the Hennessy, and 
none of these wins involved a novice chaser 
called Thistlecrack. Can the dream keep rolling 
until March?

I know what our guest columnist Nico De 
Boinville wants for Christmas, it’s a simple ask 
of mother nature that his triple fracture heals 
quickly so he can ride high class prospects like 
O O Seven and Altior as soon as possible. We 
learn from Nico of his hopes for his return and 
recollections on the retirement of the legend 
that is Sprinter Sacre on pages 12-13.

Our second guest is the Jockey’s Doctor, Philip 
Pritchard. If Philip has a Christmas wish it might 
be for racing to embrace “the platinum five 
minutes” when treating jockey injuries, which 
you can read about on pages 7-11.

For the Hobbs team, Philip and Sarah will 
probably ask for a continuation of their fine form 
through the Festive period and into the New 
Year, maybe they’ll wish for one night in Vienna 
to celebrate his victory in the Welsh National?

John Hales is back in the dreaming groove after 
his team returned to form in November and 
John shares with us his excitement about the 
promising Politologue. 

Liam Treadwell’s Christmas came early as he 
returned to riding with a class 1 listed race 
winner on       Otago Trail. After a difficult 

summer let’s hope Liam gets a nice run of 
winners for the rest of the season. 

For others, Christmas represents a time of 
change as we say farewell to Channel 4 racing 
and with its’ departure, our columnist Tanya 
Stevenson, who signs off with her final column 
on pages 4-6, it’s been a privilege to have Tanya 
write for us this season. Adam Hurley pays a 
wonderful tribute to Tanya who has made an 
outstanding contribution to our enjoyment of 
racing over the last 20 years, best wishes Tanya, 
we all wish you well in 2017, the sport of racing 
owes you a huge thank you.

For me, my 
Christmas wish is 
for lots of snow 
as my daughter 
Hollie, pictured, 
and the rest of my 
family head to the 
mountains for our 
ski holiday. 

In the meantime, 
I wish you and your families a Merry Christmas 
and prosperous New Year, we’ve not many 
sleeps until the prospect of yet another mouth 
watering King George on Boxing Day, I imagine 
Colin Tizzard can’t wait.

Enjoy the racing

Steve Ennis
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It’s not for us to reason why, but instead 
face each day and any challenges as 
they come. Life throws up the strangest 
scenarios, to think the hours I’ve spent 
over near 40 years going to the cinema. 
Indeed, I even build a betting portfolio 
on the Oscars each year. In 2015 I backed 
Eddie Redmayne to be Best Actor, going 
against the trend of Michael Keaton’s 
performance in Birdman.

Fast forward to Betfair Chase day, as soon as the 
racing had finished all roads led to the cinema 
for Fantastic Beasts And Where To Find Them, 
starring Eddie Redmayne. How surreal it felt 
when learning the said actor was at Newbury 
on Hennessy day. Here’s hoping he enjoyed the 
thrilling spectacle of Thistlecrack and the bold, 
brave jumping of Native River.

At the start of 
the day Nick 
Lightfoot, who 
is to produce 
the Morning 
Line for 
Tingle Creek 
day asked if I 
could muster 
up three 
long range 
selections for 
the Grand 
National. 
Sandown 
shares 
coverage with 

Aintree and with two races over the big spruce 
fences why not. First horse to come to mind was 
Alvarado, but realistically off his current rating he 
wouldn’t get a run. So I narrowed my thoughts 
down to Minella Rocco who won the National 
Hunt Chase then ran really well on seasonal 
debut to be third to Viconte Du Noyer. Second 
choice is Double Ross after he ran a corker in the 
Hennessy, many doubt his stamina for Aintree 
but his saddle slipped last year. His front running 
style will have him out of trouble. I stress in 
no particular order choice three is Three Faces 
West, currently 66-1. He left many in awe in hock 
deep conditions at Haydock with his bold front 
running display, but it was his jumping that gave 
him so much advantage on his rivals. My reserve 
is Neil King’s Milansbar, who was an excellent 
second in the Midlands National, he had a busy 
season for such an inexperienced chaser and 
this year he might not run so frequently and 
could be dangerous if heading to Aintree.

Then I watched the Troytown Chase at Navan 
and Empire Of Dirt it appeared he won with 
such ease it was almost as if he joined in halfway. 
I sense he could well go to the Gold Cup rather 
than the National. That’s the beauty of racing 
there is so much to debate.

Enjoyment of a day, and/or occasion, I find is 
measured by the deflation felt after the event 
is over. Judging Betting Shop Manager of the 
Year recently had the desired effect especially 
as this year was my last. I’ve been a judge for 
many years and it never fails to disappoint, it 
has always been a highlight of my year as it is so 
rewarding and for racing (if only the sport took 

note) it is eye opening. 

It’s been a useful tool to gain insight to the 
technological progression in shops plus 
the battle they continually face against the 
convenience of online and mobile facilities. The 
interviews educate and enlighten in respect 
of regulation, social 
responsibility and the 
way the managers 
feel about the 
negativity and criticism 
concentrated on 
clustering and FOBTs. 

As a judge there are so 
many highs and the whole process draws every 
ounce of energy from you. That’s why you didn’t 
see me on screen for the Betfair Chase. I take 
that day off in order that I can studiously read 
up on all the manager’s question papers and 
refresh myself on all the notes made on meeting 
them at Doncaster. On Sunday November 
20, together with the other judges we sat in 
a boardroom from midday to 18.00 having to 
be on our game throughout with the same 
enthusiastic energy on display for every one of 
the eight managers and the colleague of their 
choice. Certainly examines your stamina. The 
managers themselves enter full of nerves and to 
some extent its how they harness their feelings 
and at the same time project themselves, 

their understanding of regulations, rules, 
products and also how they convey day to day 
occurrences and their customers. 

All eight were exceptional ambassadors and 
this year the protracted debate in the aftermath 
of the interviews was evidence enough how 

hard it was to decide. 
Fellow contributor Adam 
Hurley felt the wrath of 
my questioning in 2014, 
and still won through. So 
at this time he will know 
how 2016 winner Robert 
Mabbett, from Betfred, will 

be feeling. The hope is that I’ll be interviewing 
Robert during Channel 4 Racing’s live broadcast 
on Friday December 9, chance for you to see the 

That’s the beauty 
of racing there is so 

much to debate
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Robert Mabbett, receives his award for Betting Shop 
Manager of the Year 2016

Empire Of Dirt and Bryan Cooper clear the last in the 
Troytown Chase to win decisively and contribute to a 
41,276/1, six timer on the Navan card for Gordon Elliott

The Caspian Caviar Gold Cup will be my last big race 
for Channel 4 at Cheltenham. I’m hoping Buywise 
can win it for Evan Williams and Paul Maloney

Eddie Redmayne and Hannah 
Bagshawe enjoy Hennessy Gold 
Cup Day
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positivity, enthusiasm and devotion for his work 
shine through. 

The Caspian Caviar Gold Cup will be the last 
big race I cover at Cheltenham and it would 
be special if Buywise could be victorious. Paul 
Moloney does wonders on him, knowing how 
to nurture him over the obstacles. Sentiment 
aside the result could be a combination of the 
BetVictor Gold Cup with Taquin Du Seuil and 
Village Vic joining Buywise to make up the 
placings. 

Looking further ahead, the King George at 
Kempton could be a second for Cue Card, a 
further embellishment on the phenomenal 
season for Colin Tizzard and he has Thistlecrack 
in the Kauto Star Novices Chase. The Lexus 
Chase may well go to Valseur Lido, while it is 
hard not to let my heart rule my head when it 
comes to the Welsh National. Mountainous will 
be going for a third and together with Bishops 
Road will represent my one time Channel 4 
colleague Kerry Lee. My head thinks success for 
Minella Rocco. 

So with most things covered for you between 
now and including the Grand National, it only 
leaves me with my wishes for the Cheltenham 
Festival. The two horses I’d most like to claim a 
prize at the four day extravaganza in March are 
Unowhatimeanharry who possess class as well 
as courage, so proved at Newbury recently and 

Cloudy Dream so unlucky at Ayr in April has now 
taken to the bigger obstacles and will surely give 
Altior something to think about should they 
both meet in the Arkle. 

As for the Oscars, no novelty I’m afraid I’ve 
backed La La Land at 11-8, only because there 
may well be the chance to hedge at odds-on at 
some point. But watch out for Manchester By 
The Sea among others. Michael Shannon should 
be given a Best Supporting nomination at least 
for Nocturnal Animals, while I can’t wait for his 
effort in Frank & Lola. In reality it’s too early for 
Oscar betting but I thought I’d give you a heads 
up.

This only leaves me to thank racing and 
everyone devoted to it. The sport has allowed 
me to do so many amazing things, without 
racing I wouldn’t have been able to pay for 
all the live sport I’ve attended, cricket, golf, 
darts and NFL and it’s been and honour and a 
privilege to take up all the opportunities that 
have arisen. I’ve been asked to come up with my 
memories and highlights over the 20 years with 
Channel 4, but felt it is unfair to pick one, as the 
whole experience has been an immeasurable 
highlight. Many forget I attended and worked in 
racing long before Channel 4 an example being 
that it was my 40th Hennessy recently and I was 
at the 1978 Cheltenham Festival plus the 1973 
Epsom Derby as well as the same year’s Royal 
Ascot and been at those meetings ever since in 
various guises. So, thank you for having me, I’m 
so grateful and have loved every minute.

Tanya Stevenson

Steve Ennis writes; It is us who thank you 
Tanya, not only for the writing you’ve done 
in our club magazine but for the decades 
of professional coverage you have brought 
us in your role at Channel 4. We wish you 
every success in 2017 and beyond, our 
racing experiences won’t be the same 
without you.

Now racing in JP’s colours, Unowhatimeanharry was all 
class and courage at Newbury when landing the Long 
Walk Hurdle

Steve Ennis writes; arriving at the house 
of Dr. Philip Pritchard in the idyllic setting 
of Purton, South Gloucestershire, I was 
greeted by amateur point to point jockey 
Gareth Henderson offering his hand from 
under a sling in thanks to the Doctor. 
Gareth had broken his collar bone in a 
fall over the weekend and had just been 
treated by the “Jockey’s doctor”.

I enquired how Gareth had been made aware of 
Philip’s service, “I work up in the city in London 
and keep my horses with trainer Alan Hill, Alan 
told me straight away that I should contact 
Philip, so I did. Funny thing was, as my partner 
was giving me a lift here today from our home 
in Guildford I called 
work to tell them of 
my broken collar bone 
and my boss said I 
should get it seen to 
by a man called Dr. 
Philip Pritchard”!

So how did this 
former top class 
rugby player, horse 
trainer, owner and jockey come to develop his 
reputation as the Jockey’s doctor? Philip picked 
up the story;

“I played first class rugby for Gloucester between 
1976 – 83 when an ankle injury cut short my 
career. Up until this point I’d been able to 

manage the time between my rugby, my 
passion for racing, I was the racecourse doctor at 
Cheltenham, and my day job as an anaesthetist 
at Cheltenham hospital.

However, with the rugby injury curtailing this 
career it allowed me to realise other dreams. I’d 
always wanted to be a jockey, so I got a point 
to pointer and within a year had ridden my first 
winner, by the second year I’d got a permit to 
train my own and other peoples horses. Then 
simple economics caught my attention, I had 
seven winners in the point to point sphere and 
won a total of £500. In the same period I won a 
Hunter Chase at Worcester and collected £2,500. 
By 1987-88 I decided to get a National Hunt 

permit which allowed 
me to train under 
rules.

In those days you 
could make it pay as a 
trainer, but I couldn’t 
balance the needs of 
being a trainer and 
my responsibilities as 
an anaesthetist, so I 

switched medical roles and became a general 
practitioner. 

The training role blossomed quickly but we 
were very selective in who we trained for. We 
ran it more as a hobby than as a business. My 
wife Teresa, my mother and myself developed 

DOCTOR PHILIP PRITCHARD 
“THE JOCKEY’S DOCTOR” 
GUEST COLUMN

Our motto was to 
advertise ourselves as 
providing training that 
was “Affordable Fun”
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our training centre right here on the artificial 
all weather round gallop outside and we got 
friendly with the local farmers who allowed us to 
train on their hillsides.

My mum and I have always been involved in 
riding, I grew up riding with the Curre Hunt 
across the river in 
Chepstow and Teresa 
developed her passion 
for riding via the 
Heythrop Hunt.

Our motto was to 
advertise ourselves 
as providing training 
that was “Affordable 
Fun”. We had a 75% 
return on investment average for our owners, 
the industry standard is 12%. The significant 
difference to our approach was to target place 
money, not win money, at some of the bigger 
venues like Cheltenham, Sandown, Aintree and 
Haydock.

In one race at Cheltenham we had half the 
field of six runners in a £20K novice chase. We 
came third and fourth and collected £3,000+. 
In another example in 1998 I rode our horse 
Ah Shush in the race after the Grand National, 
an amateurs handicap chase, there were only 

6 runners. He was a 40/1 rank outsider and ran 
the first two miles as exactly that. Ahead of me 
one horse fell, one unseated, one was pulled 
up and the favourite tied up badly on the run in 
allowing me to sneak second place staying on at 
the line. We won £2,330 as owners, trainer and 
jockey and celebrated accordingly.

On New Years’ Day 1998 
at Cheltenham I was 
the on course doctor 
for six races then was 
permitted to ride in the 
Cross Country, where 
we finished fourth and 
collected more prize 
money for a place.

Around this time online entries were just being 
introduced so we poured over them, if they had 
less than ten entries I would enter as many of 
mine as I could to lock off the race. In one race I 
had six of the ten entries. 

I played to the rules and the rules allowed me 
to make entries where the Yeovil Towns were 
allowed to take on the Manchester United’s in 
novice chases. I could hunt round in my own 
time and sometimes pass horses that were 
tiring. In any sporting event your aim is to finish 
the race at your strongest. The rules of racing 

state you should ride your horse to gain its’ best 
possible placing, this is what we always did and 
we regularly passed superior horses who had 
paid the price for trying to win a given race. 

I did come in front of the stewards once with 
a horse called 
Predicament who 
was rated 130 who 
I had bought off 
Jonjo. He was good, 
but had a classic 
“double squiggle” (Timeforms opinion that 
the horse is so unreliable as to be not worth a 
rating), as he would only run to his best when 
on the bridle.

Timmy Murphy had ridden him at Uttoxeter 
and he jumped the last in front, a horse came 
to challenge, Timmy 
gave Predicament 
a tap and the horse 
stopped suddenly. In 
the following race at 
Cheltenham, Timmy 
was riding a different 
horse in a novice 

chase and I had a conditional on board, with 
firm instructions to stay on the bridle. Timmy 
jumped the last just behind Predicament on 
the climb up the hill and began shouting at 
the young conditional “hit him, hit him or you’ll 

be done by the 
stewards!” The 
young rider hit 
him, Predicament 
stuck his head in 
the air and Timmy 
snatched third 

place by a head. We were 200/1, Timmy’s horse 
was 10/1.

The jockey was punished by the stewards, but 
I protested that his ride had given the horse its’ 
best chance to win, the irony being third would 
have been ours if he sat still”.

“hit him, hit him or you’ll 
be done by the stewards!” 

In trauma care they 
speak of the “Golden 

hour” or “platinum 
five minutes”

Dr Phil in his riding days on board Banner Gale who he 
owned and trained

Dr. Phil and his wife Teresa have had a lifelong passion horses and racing via their 
hunt clubs

He also gave me a tour of the all weather gallops at 
the back of his home in Purton, where stalwarts like 
Davoski enjoy their retirement

Dr Phil shows off the hydrotherapy pool he has built 
in his state of the art jockey rehabilitation centre that 
is under construction
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Some other fond memories were recollected 
in a series of scrapbooks Philip had kept of the 
training days, one newspaper cutting went back 
to 2001 when Philip did his morning surgery in 
Wooton-Under-Edge. Philip recalled the story; 
“At lunchtime I jumped in my car for the drive to 
Hereford for the 2.10pm Wyevale Novice Chase. 
Happy Hussar was rated 65, while others were 
rated 105 – 40lbs superior. I was delighted when 
our 100/1 shot got home by a neck to win.

Happy Hussar nearly repeated the 100/1 trick at 
Sandown two years later only to go down by 
a short head to Paul Nicholls’ Inca Trail ridden 
by Jamie Snowden. Paul sold Inca Trail a couple 
of weeks later for £110,000, we bought Happy 
Hussar for £3,000”!

Other cuttings from the scrapbook featured a 
50/1 winner at Cheltenham with Davoski in 2004 
when ridden by Jimmy McCarthy and coming 
9th from 29 in the Topham Chase at Aintree on 
board Blazing Batman again at 100/1.

And so to the latest chapter of the doctors 
colourful career, that of the Jockey’s Doctor, 
a subject for which Philip is tremendously 
passionate about as he relates;

“Coming from the rugby world in the mid 1980’s 
I couldn’t believe the difference in care your top 
rugby player received in contrast to the jockeys 

who ride professionally. Initially, I was able to 
persuade the Jockey Club / BHA to introduce 
physio’s for jockey’s in 1986/87. I then got the 
PJA to appoint their own doctor, but this didn’t 
turn out as intended and the role fell through. 
In my role as President of the Amateur Jockey’s 
Association I was able to secure funding of 
£240,000 from Abu Dhabi to improve jockey 
welfare over three years. This money went 
towards Liverpool’s John Moore’s University 
to do research to establish how “unfit, fat and 
fragile” today’s jockeys are.

By fragile, I mean in the mind, by unfit, I mean 
they were unprepared in their approach to 
being a jockey – specifically around general 
core fitness and nutrition and by fat, I mean 
body index fat percentages. We tested twenty 
jockeys and found they had an average body 
fat of between 12-14%, in athletic terms this 
is madness. Perversely, these same jockeys 
were desperate to lose weight, by contrast a 
top rugby player or footballer has less than 
8% of body fat. Of the twenty jockeys on the 
programme we put them on a diet whereby 
they ate six times a day, over six weeks they lost 
an average of 5 – 6lbs which is huge for jockeys. 
They were eating better, but the biggest win 
was they were mentally stronger.

Jim Crowley is evidence of the difference a good 
diet can make for a jockey as he has been a real 
ambassador for good nutrition and managing 
your fitness in an educated manner. 

John Moore’s University have a nutritionist 
who visits Liverpool FC’s 16-17 year old junior 
footballers for one hour each week for two 
years. By the end of the programme these 
footballers all understand how to shop, cook 
and eat in such a manner as to guarantee they’re 
eating a healthy nutritious diet. At the BHA 
racing colleges young jockeys receive a one 
hour lecture on nutrition as part of the whole 
programme – it is simply inadequate and needs 

to change”.

Philip’s final thoughts turned to the 
opportunities that exist to improve on course 
treatment for jockeys, by now I should have 
known he’d have a passionate case to put 
forward;

“As an on course doctor I believe immediate 
diagnosis is essential to good medical practice. 
I believe on course doctors should be focussed 
primarily on sports injury management.

Let’s take a dislocated shoulder for example, on 
average the following will occur;

If you put a shoulder 
back in at the fence 
immediately where 
the fall occurred the 
jockey may be back 
riding in two weeks.

If you do the same 
procedure twenty 
minutes later in the 
medical room, he 
may be riding again 
in four weeks.

If you do the same procedure the following day 
in hospital, he may be riding again in six weeks.

In trauma care they speak of the “golden hour” 
or “platinum five minutes”. If you treat injuries in 
those first few minutes with ice, compression 
and elevation then you’ll be able to return a 
sportsman to action considerably sooner than if 
left to be treated later.

This is where I believe we need sports specific 
medical doctors on track – we need a sports 
management approach to injuries, at present the 
health and safety protocol is the order of the day.

The BHA regulations are geared up to providing 
an emergency care service for jockeys getting 
injured, I’m suggesting they should provide a 

service of injury prevention by getting them 
fitter and better prepared mentally. I’m pleased 
to say the new chief medical officer at the BHA 
is amenable to these ideas that have been 
forwarded.

Pipe and Dickinson transformed the way we 
train horses thirty years ago by applying science 
to training methods. Thirty years on and we 
broadly still treat jockeys the same way as we 
ever did. In 1963 the average working man 
weighed 63kg or just over 9st 13lb, fifty years 
on the world has changed. If we allowed our 
jockeys to be bigger it would slow horses down 
which in my view will cause fewer injuries, as it 

is speed that causes 
most horse injuries.

What makes a horse 
go quicker is when 
the horse is balanced, 
the jockey is in time 
with the horse and 
he gets it into a nice 
rhythm. 

I’m passionate about 
racing and know 

we still have much to do when you discover a 
professional rugby player has half the body fat 
percentages of a professional jockey. It’s time to 
change, jockeys need to consider themselves, 
and be considered, as athletes. We need to 
educate them on food and nutrition and what 
this can do for the mind and body.

Jim Crowley embraced this thinking and made 
himself Champion Flat Jockey, it’s time for the 
sport to follow his lead.

Dr. Phil Pritchard, The Jockey’s Doctor

I was able to secure 
funding of £240,000 
from Abu Dhabi to 

improve jockey welfare 
over three years

Jim Crowley is living proof of the value good diet 
can have on a jockey



12 13

The retirement of Sprinter Sacre was 
keenly felt among the racing community, 
especially for his rider Nico De Boinville, 
who also endured a tough time with a 
triple break of his humerus bone when 
riding La Reve at Cheltenham’s Open 
meeting. CTCRC were able to catch up 
with Nico as he convalesced following his 
operation, here’s what he had to say;

Thanks for talking to us Nico, I should start 
by asking how your arm is?

I’m feeling much better thank you after having 
a rough week last week. The operation was 
quite lengthy and they’ve plated my arm. I’ll 
be making full use of Oaksey House to aid my 
recovery and the doctors suggest I’ll be out for 
six to eight weeks. We’re one week down so I’ll 
be aiming to be riding again around Christmas 
or the New Year.

Few people will know Sprinter Sacre 
better than you – you work rode him as a 
four year old in 2010 and then shared the 
impossible dream in 2016. What are your 
fondest memories?

I rode him every day throughout his career and 
did virtually every piece of work on him. What 
an introduction to riding he was for me. In the 
beginning you were not sure what you were 
dealing with, I know it’s a cliché to say it but I 
went on a very special journey with him. He 
had such a brilliant level of natural ability, he 

knew exactly where his feet were and my job 
was simply that of trying to just keep him under 
control. He was a privilege to ride, as yet, his 
retirement plans haven’t been defined just yet.

You always seem able to put a horse in the 
right place, would you describe this as one 
of your key strengths?

I focus on trying to ride the horse that’s in front 
of me. I try and learn from the video’s of my 
races and look to eke out whatever I can to 
improve how a horse performs. I enjoy taking 
advice from all the top jockeys, especially the 
likes of Dickie (Richard Johnson) who give their 
advice very freely. You’d be a fool not to listen 
and learn from the senior jockeys.

Your position at Seven Barrows must be 
the envy of many jockeys, how do you 
enjoy your role?

I love working for Nicky, it’s where I grew up 
and we all get on well together. There’s a great 
team spirit and everyone gets the chance to 
contribute.

O O Seven impressed at Cheltenham’s 
Open Meeting and Altior looked a natural 
on his chase debut at Kempton – how have 
they impressed you so far?

I was very happy with O O Seven, he knuckled 
down and was staying on at the finish, despite 
veering right on the run in, he ended up 
winning by 10 lengths. Altior did the job nice 

NICO DE BOINVILLE 
GUEST
COLUMN

and well at Kempton on his first show over 
fences. Altior is the one horse in the yard who 
could go on to be a star like Sprinter Sacre was. 
He is very confident, the problem is you don’t 
want him to be too confident. At Kempton he 
was neat and quick and he has matured over 
the summer. Some people have said he should 
go for the Champion Hurdle, but he has the size 
of a chaser and has schooled excellently over 
fences.

Who else has caught your eye so far this 
season at Nicky’s yard?

Lough Derg Spirit has been excellent on the 
gallops and won well on the same day as Altior 
at Kempton.

Watching Coneygree must have provided 
mixed emotions, what did you make of his 
run in the Betfair Chase?

It was a very good comeback run behind Cue 
Card, he was a bit ring rusty early doors, if he 
shows the same progression he could end the 

season on a high. The Bradstock’s attention to 
detail is second to none, without it he wouldn’t 
have survived as well as he has, they’ve done a 
great job bringing him back.

Both Sprinter Sacre & Coneygree were 
and are spectacular for their near perfect 
jumping ability, quick, neat and always on 
a good stride – what part did you have in 
their education?

Going to the Bradstock’s has helped me 
enormously, they do loads of pole work and it 
has helped Altior as well as Nicky does loads of 
pole work with Yogi Breisner. We all talk about 
how we can help each horse, so I’d say it’s a 
team effort to have educated them both over a 
fence.

Have you any plans to make the most of 
your enforced period on the sidelines?

In our job there is no real time off other than the 
ten days you all get in August. While I’d rather be 
riding it will be nice to go away for a while, with 

a return aimed at the New 
Year.

Nico De Boinville

All at CTCRC wish Nico a 
Merry Christmas and best 
wishes on a quick road to 
recovery

Altior and O O Seven have Nico itching to 
return, their seasons could see them do well 
at the spring Festival’s.

Jeremiah McGrath secured a smooth victory on Lough Derg Spirit 
over Coup De Pinceau at Kempton – he’s now as short as 12/1 for 
the supreme novices

Nico’s relationship with Sprinter Sacre (left) and Coneygree (right) has 
involved extensive schooling throughout their careers
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We have had a good and fruitful November 
with 14 winners and are very pleased that 
the season is properly underway now.

By December 1 we 
have had 47 winners 
so far, but our target 
is always 100 winners 
every season and to 
get that we have got 
to reach 60 by New 
Years Day.

The annual prize 
money for the owners target is over one million 
and we are well on course already with that.

For the past eighteen seasons Richard Johnson 
has been our number one Jockey and he 
again is well on course to repeat the champion 

Jockeys title, as by December 1 he is already 42 
clear of his next rival Sam Twiston-Davies, who 
has just returned from a fall when he badly 

injured his spleen. No 
doubt Sam will be 
giving Richard a run 
for his money again.

 Of our winners last 
month, we had to 
be pleased with 
Onenightinvienna 
who we took all the 
way to Carlisle for a 

two horse race, he had to make the running and 
jumped beautifully and he will now head for the 
Welsh National just after Christmas, where we 
hope he has a great chance.

We were working back from The Triumph 

PHILIP & 
SARAH HOBBS
COLUMN

Hurdle when we ran Defi Du Seuil for 
J.P.McManus in the Triumph hurdle trial at 
Cheltenham, which he won very convincingly 
and he will now go to the Grade 1 finale at 
Chepstow on the 
way.

Village Vic is an 
amazing horse, 
he ran a blinder 
in the Bet Victor 
Gold Cup to 
finish a very close 
second and we 
will now aim him 
for the Caspian Gold Cup at Cheltenham on 
December 10.

We were thrilled to have an across the card 
treble at Ascot and Haydock all on Saturday 
Channel 4.

Royal Regatta jumped brilliantly under Tom 
O’Brien to win the feature race at Ascot, while 
Kruzhlinin won easily back over hurdles at 
Haydock, because he had lost his way a bit over 
fences, after pulling up in The Grand National 
last year. Paul and Clare Rooney had a double 
when Three Faces West won the last and those 

three horses won over £100,000.

The following Saturday Onefitzall won on 
Hennessy Gold cup day at Newbury, to the 
delight of the channel 4 commentator Mick 

Fitzgerald, 
who’s name it 
runs in!

Everyone is 
dreading the 
closure of 
Channel 4, as 
it has been so 
important to 
racing over 

many years and it is such a shame to see it go, 
but we have to wish the new ITV team the very 
best of luck and really hope that they find the 
right format to keep racing covered on Terrestrial 
Television.

Philip & Sarah Hobbs

We all loved the way Village Vic jumped 
and travelled in the Bet Victor Gold Cup 
Let’s hope he can go one better in the 
Caspian Gold Cup and give Philip & Sarah 
an early Christmas present.

Village Vic is an 
amazing horse, he ran 

a blinder in the Bet 
Victor Gold Cup

Onenightinvienna carries 10st 13lbs and our hopes for the Welsh National, while Onefitzall brought a special 
delight for Mick Fitgerald.

Defi De Seuil and Village Vic have much to look forward to in December, while Richard Johnson continues to 
build his lead in the Jockeys Championship

we have to wish the new ITV 
team the very best of luck 
and really hope that they 

find the right format 
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JOHN HALES
COLUMN

November arrived after a disappointing 
October and I just hoped things would 
get better. My wife and I went down to 
Ditcheat to join up with Paul Nicholls and 
Sean Bowen and travel to Sandown on the 
Sunday, November 6, for Vivaldi Collonges 
who was running in the Future Stars 
Intermediate Chase.

The horse looked magnificent and we were 
confident of a good run. Vivaldi is an excellent 
jumper and won well in his last race at Ayr at the 
end of the previous season. He never travelled 
in the race and 
looked very 
uncomfortable 
and his jumping 
got worse the 
longer the race 
developed. 
When he got 
back in the 
unsaddling 
enclosure Paul 
and I looked at 
each other and simultaniasly said we forgot we 
were told not to run him right handed when the 
Gi Gi partnership bought him. We had forgotten 
this advice so we must hang our heads in 
shame. You will never see him go righted 
handed again.

On the Monday morning we watched our 
horses work then left for Truro Cathedral for 

Graham Roach’s Memorial service.

The bad results continued but I was confident 
that Aux Ptits Soins would produce a good 
performance on his debut over fences at Exeter. 
He started off a strong favourite but Nick 
Scholfield said afterwards that he was listless 
from the start and Paul later said that he needed 
to lose more weight. We were well beaten on 
the day by a better horse but watch out next 
time for a much better performance.

So it was onto Cheltenham to see Unioniste 
go through his 
paces ar part of 
the plan to have 
a crack at the 
Welsh National on 
December 27. He 
is now an out to 
out four miler and 
off his new mark 
of 145 I believe he 
will run a good 
race at Chepstow 
and then we can 

plan for the Grand National at Aintree. I was 
happy with his run at Cheltenham although not 
placed he finished very strongly.

 We then planned to go to Haydock to see 
Politologue, Brio Conte and Gibbs Bay. The first 
to run was Politologue who I had previously 
predicted would become a top class chaser. This 

was his debut over fences and it was the day 
my luck changed. The rain had been intense 
and some people said the meeting should be 
abandoned but I disagreed as the horses were 
throwing up the spray but they were going 
through the ground and it was perfectly safe. It 
is far worse on a glue pot on a warm day.

Pierre ( his stable name) gave a brilliant 
exhibition of jumping against good opposition. 
He also showed his gears in very testing 
conditions and proved a worthy winner. 
Chasing was always going to be 
his target and after an indifferent 
hurdling season he finally proved 
to me what exciting times lay 
ahead but of course we need 
luck that he stays injury free. We 
are now planning to take him to 
Cheltenham on New Years Day. 
If you believe you have a Festival 
horse I believe it is so important 
with a novice to let him see 
Cheltenham as often as possible.

We were very pleased with Brio 
Conte who was very competitive 
and was just beaten into second 

place. This is a good horse but I am 
convinced you will see him at his best when 
he goes over fences. Gibbs Bay had another 
run in a bumper after his win in Ayr. Only 
four years old he needs time and I believe 
it will be two years before you see him at 
his best but he ran on strongly in difficult 
conditions to finish fourth.

We then looked forward to the Hennessy 
meeting and on the Friday we had Captain 
Forez making his debut in this country. I 
really believe this horse in time will prove 
to be top class. However he is already 17.2 
hands in height with an empty shell of a 
body with a lot of growing into. In two 
years he will have matured and you will see 
a lovely chaser (everything crossed) the 

race had two Bumper winners who finished 
first and second with the Captain coming in an 
encouraging third. Both Dan And Harry Skelton 
were delighted with his first performance and 
we are all looking forward to seeing his next 
run. We are not planning to do to much this 
season just for him to learn and gain experience. 
Although I believe he is an outstanding 
prospect I do not think you will see him at the 
Festival.

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

If you believe you have a 
Festival horse I believe it is 
so important with a novice 
to let him see Cheltenham 

as often as possible.

Politologue showed real class under Harry Cobden at Haydock

Unioniste will carry our hopes in the Welsh National on 
December 27
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On the Saturday we had Ibis Du Rheu in the 
Novice chase and Foggy and I had Vicente in 
the Hennessy. 
This was Ibis’s 
first run over 
fences and his 
first race of the 
season. I do 
not think we 
chose an easy 
debut with 
Thistlecrack also in the race. I did suggest to 
Colin Tizzard that we should start five minutes 
before his horse who again proved what a 
superb horse he is becoming and thoroughly 
deserves being 
favourite for the 
Gold Cup. Colin’s 
reputation and 
success continues 
to grow with 
some outstanding 
horses in his yard, 
most of which 
were purchased at sensible prices.

Colin would be behind a number of trainers 
in terms of numbers in his yard but his success 
could not happen to a nicer man and long may 
it continue.

Thistlecrack gave a faultless display but we 
were very pleased with Ibis who jumped very 

well to finish 
third and we 
look forward 
to seeing him 
make further 
progress. In 
the Hennessy 
we looked 
forward to 

seeing Vicente who competed very well until 
tiring in the straight and falling two out, horse 
and rider were ok. We can now look forward to 
the Christmas season with the horses plus the 

pork pies, mince pies 
and loads of turkey 
and my special treat 
which is a goose. A 
Happy Christmas to 
you all and I hope to 
be at Cheltenham in 
December and on 
New Years’ Day.

John Hales 
Merry Christmas John from all at CTCRC, 
we look forward to seeing you at 
Cheltenham over the festive period

Thistlecrack showed real promise at Newbury, while Native River contributed further to Colin Tizzards’ 
incredible season

his success could not 
happen to a nicer man 

and long may it continue

I did suggest to Colin Tizzard 
that we should start five 
minutes before his horse

This month’s question for the chance to win 
two entry tickets for any meeting of your choice, 
except feature racedays, at Chepstow racecourse 
is given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded a 
voucher which can be redeemed for entry ticket 
badges direct with the racecourse office.

The winner of the October competition was 
Geoff Robbins, who supplied the correct answer 
that the lowest ticket price for Chepstow’s 
Christmas Party Nights is £39.

Our congratulations, along with a voucher for 
two Entry Tickets to Chepstow, have already 
been sent to Geoff.

The question for the December competition is:

Who is the general catering manager for 
Chepstow racecourse?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 6 January 2017 at:

14 Ridge Green, Shaw, West Swindon, SN5 5PU

alternatively, e-mail him at tonyandles@aol.com

NB: Please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry.

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 2nd May 2016 – 29th April 
2017 (Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including  
2 December 2016)

1st Ryan Hatch 197 pts 
2nd David Noonan 147 pts 
3rd Harry Cobden 135 pts 
4th Harry Bannister 134 pts 
5th Jamie Bargary 123 pts 
6th Jonathan Moore 101 pts 
7th Stan Sheppard 100 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. 
This award is named in his memory. 

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD
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We only had to pay for chocolate bars and fizzy 
drinks. The racecourse’s food was delicious and 
this is always greatly appreciated by all stable 
staff.

On November 23, 
both Doesyourdogbite 
(Gromit) and Visandi 
(Andy) ran but alas at 
different racecourses. 
I could not make the 
decision so left it up to 
Guy Upton, our assistant 
trainer. He sent me up north to Wetherby with 
Andy and three other runners. Michelle Marsh 
took Gromit to Hereford. As I had a lead up, I 
could not watch Gromit’s race live, so looked at 
the Racing Post app on my phone as soon as I 
got back to the stable yard. I was so delighted 

to see Gromit had won readily and jumped well, 
I squealed out loud! There was a tiny twinge 
of disappointment that I had not taken him, 
but it was short lived as I thought of his small 

syndicate were there 
to cheer him in and 
Michelle always looks 
after the horses she 
takes.

 My phone rang and it 
was syndicate member 
Berys Connop, who was 

so delighted and kept muttering “amazing”. 
Things felt better then. Guy had sent me to 
Wetherby as he genuinely thought Andy had 
the best chance. Yet, Andy could only trail in 
fourth and was disappointing. He works like a 
machine at home so they will be considering 

why he has not run well.

 We got back late but I still 
raced up the barn to give 
Gromit a congratulatory hug 
and kiss. He nuzzled me 
back, forever the friendliest 
horse and I had to laugh 
when noticing his feed pot 
had been emptied and 
licked clean! He was that 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

The yard had lacked winners; thus, morale 
had plummeted and not even bacon roll 
Wednesdays cheered anyone up. We had 
a gap of seemingly endless days between 
winners and the atmosphere had become 
grey, glum and incredibly gloomy.

Yet, on November 12, the yard was glowing and 
bouncing after Taquin du Seuil, given a brilliant 
ride by Aidan Coleman, won the Bet Victor Gold 
Cup. Nicknamed Tykes, the beautiful French-
bred has always been classy – a grade one 
winner over hurdles 
and a Festival winner 
in 2014. He is leggy, 
black in colour and 
his groom Bara 
Ponická’s pride and 
joy. Despite looking 
after a Chester Cup 
winner in a previous 
job, Bara has dreamt 
of leading up a 
big jump winner and Tykes made this dream a 
reality.

Every photograph was of Bara in a crying and 
shocked state. The win meant so much to her, 
and it was lovely to see the pictures of her up on 
the rostrum, collecting a bottle of champagne 
alongside the owners. She will never forget 
leading him back in and will treasure the 
memories. A winner at Cheltenham is special 
and this was Bara’s first there so she will never 
forget it. Plus, it meant a lot to the rest of the 

yard and gave everyone a boost.

On November 18, we had four runners on a cold, 
dull afternoon in Ffos Las. We had two runners 
in the first – Florin Radu got best turned out 
with Forza Milan. Meanwhile, head of travelling 
Will Seely had to take Knock Out off his young, 
inexperienced groom Nicole Vaughn – he was 
appropriately named, having reared bolt upright 
and was difficult to handle. Forza Milan ran well 
to finish second.

In the next race, I had a lovely time leading up 
Riot Act, who was 
far from riotous 
and as gentle as 
an oversized teddy 
bear. He also finished 
second on ground 
far too soft and won 
the best turned out.

Tuffatthetop, 
nicknamed Fluffy, 

then won the best turned out in the third race. 
We were in shock and laughed. I would like to 
give credit to Ffos Las racecourse – and sponsor 
Betfred – for having turn-outs worth £100 in 
every race. The total was split fairly between us 
who went racing and the runners’ lads who had 
stayed at home. I got a little cut as I had plaited 
speedily, having done all four tails and a mane!

 A day later, I led up Forthefunofit at Ascot, as 
he is one of my regular rides at home. Here, all 
the meals and cold food in the canteen is free. 

Bara has dreamt of 
leading up a big jump 

winner and Tykes made 
this dream a reality

Smiles to warm any winter day from Aidan Coleman and Bara Ponická, after Taquin De Seuil brought Bara’s 
first win at Cheltenham

It’s nearly impossible to spot the difference between Well Sharp and 
Hannibal Lector

He is like an equine 
Hannibal Lector 

without the mask
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untroubled by 
winning that his 
priority had been to 
eat his supper.

 At the end of 
November, I had a 
busy week, going 
racing four times. I 
do miss taking care 
of ‘my’ five horses, 
except going racing 
gives me a day off 
from doing Well 
Sharp, also known 
as Sharpie. I do not 
really miss his bad 
attitude, which has 

got progressively worse as he has got fitter. He is 
like an equine Hannibal Lector without the mask 
– he is OK to muck out and pick out his feet, but 
then turns savage when I yield a brush. No one 
ever takes up my offer of a tenner to brush him! 
Yet, it eases my conscience that it is not personal 
towards me as his 
work rider, Charlie 
Davies, got an evil 
kick on the knee 
cap as he removed 
Sharpie’s rug.

 I have finished Jilly 
Cooper’s latest novel Mount! The storyline is 
set in Flat racing and the main character Rupert 
Campbell-Black is as handsome as ever. There 
was a true portrayal of stable staff – some loyal, 
others not – and the endless hours involved 
in training racehorses. ‘Yard life’ was depicted 
amusingly correctly, including the nicknames 
of people and horses, the bad language and 
the celebrating of big wins. Everyone involved 
in the sport was represented – owners, trainers, 
jockeys, stewards to name a few – but big 
sections of the novel detailed the life we lead 
and this meant a lot. Jilly Cooper had shown the 

gritty side of a sport within the pages of a fun 
read, which was appropriately raunchy too.

I was excited to have a lead up in the Hennessy 
in Holywell. I had been to Newbury for their 
popular day three times before, but never had a 
lead up in the big race. He had had an awful first 
run, be it over hurdles in a Pertemps Qualifier 
at Aintree, which I was all too ready to forget. 
Michelle was equally excited to be there with 
her Upswing and we had a relaxing day.

Holywell was a bit disinterested leaving the 
stables, hanging back and walking behind me. 
Yet, going through the building site that will 
become a new pre-parade ring, he perked up, 
pricking his ears. He loved the deep crowds 
and got a buzz from walking round the busy 
paddock. Holywell seemed back to his old, 
happy self and strode out as we paraded in front 
of the stands. I wished him and jockey Richie 
McLernon luck and I was sure Richie had a big 
grin.

 I know Holywell did not win the Hennessy 
but he looked 
far happier than 
before. Richie rode 
him into the first 
fence; Holywell 
responded and 
jumped like a 

bunny. He went well until tiring and dropping 
back, finishing thirteenth. I was delighted 
Holywell had shown a bit of his former sparkle, 
because, as he approaches 10 on January 1, he is 
getting older.

Jo Collinson

Congratulations to new CTCRC 
member Berys Connop on your winner 
Doesyourdogbite. Not only does Jo write 
brilliantly for the magazine, but she also 
recruits her owners to our club!

 

Holywell responded and 
jumped like a bunny

Mount! – a great read 
that captures “yard life” 
perfectly

With December here many of us are now 
cracking the doors to our advent calendars 
and hoping for some tasty treats, but 
we’ve already had enough through 
November to make us feel pretty content. 
Of course for Cheltonians, November is all 
about the Open Meeting, and it was a top 
notch three days as usual. The question is 
though…did any of my Ladbrokes betting 
shops actually make any money?

Well we got off to the worst possible start 
with Astracad winning the Veterans Chase, the 
opening contest on the Friday. We offered 6/1 
about this one early 
doors, but he was 
incredibly popular 
all morning and 
went off a well 
backed 100/30 
favourite. A £3k hit 
to my shops, and 
it looked like it was 
going to be a long 
and expensive weekend. However, the rest of 
Friday’s results were crackers for bookmakers, 
SPs of 9/2, 25/1, 13/2, 16/1 and 8/1 sums it up, 
without another winning favourite.

Day two was a lot more painful, but not 
necessarily because of the results you’d expect. 
Yes the first two races were won by favourites, 
including the mighty Thistlecrack, but these 
weren’t particularly popular. Good job too as 
anyone taking the 1/7 on Thistlecrack would 
have needed a stiff drink after he appeared 
to try and jump Cleeve Hill on a couple of 
occasions, more on him later…

The results that did for us were the apparent 
outsiders who won that day. Anteros won the 
listed handicap hurdle and was the subject of a 
couple of chunky each way singles first thing at 
33/1. He returned an SP of 20/1, and both bets 
paid well into four figures. Viconte Du Noyer 
won the Grade 3 staying chase for man of the 
moment Colin Tizzard, and we had plenty for 
this one at 25/1 early doors. The final nail in the 
financial coffin was Clondaw Cian, lots of interest 
at 25/1 mid-morning, before halving in price 
and winning comfortably at 12/1. Actually there 
was a bit of soil thrown onto the top of that 
coffin with an ‘away meeting’ gamble. My Target 

was the subject 
of a decent bet at 
20/1 for a race at 
Lingfield that day 
and duly obliged 
at odds of 8/1. The 
connections of 
runner up Alfred 
Hutchinson won 
just over three 

thousand pounds for his efforts, well my punter 
could have settled up himself from the returns 
off his bet.

The feature race was of course won by Taquin 
Du Seuil at odds of 8/1. Not many of my 
customers fancied this one but he was always a 
single figure price during the week of the race, 
so this was clearly a winner found by many. A 
race that perfectly summed up the highs and 
lows of a racehorse trainer. Jonjo O’Neill would 
have been thrilled to get this one back to his 
best, yet gutted by another disappointing show 

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

He appeared to try and 
jump Cleeve Hill on a 
couple of occasions
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from More Of That.

On to the third and final day then, and my shops 
were in the unusual position of having some 
profit to protect. So what did we do? We took on 
the horse who I reported to be our worst result 
during the Showcase Meeting, Fox Norton. I’m 
sure you know the rest. 
We offered 3/1 for bets 
up to £100 early on, these 
singles alone took out 
over £5,000, and once 
again he was one of the 
biggest hits for us. Wasn’t 
he impressive though? 
He couldn’t get near to 
Douvan at the spring 
festivals, but he looks to 
have improved this season and I wouldn’t mind 
seeing the rematch.

All the other results that day were very gettable, 
highlighted by the fact that I was in attendance 
and even found a few winners myself. Moon 
Racer easily won the rematch with Ballyandy at 
odds of 9/4, while Le Prezien justified his odds 
on status with a win in the two mile novice 
chase. He looked a fortunate winner though and 
would have no chance in an Arkle.

North Hill Harvey took the Greatwood Hurdle 
and was strong in the market at 6/1. He now 

looks set to try and emulate his stablemate 
Superb Story who went on from this race to 
victory in the County Hurdle. You wouldn’t 
bet against it, and his trainer Dan Skelton is 
beginning to look a bit of a specialist in these 
handicaps.

So day one went our way, 
day two to the punters, and 
probably honours even 
for the final day. All in all 
we made a few pennies, 
a miracle believe me at 
a November or March 
meeting

We’d barely had time to 
pause for reflection before 

Cue Card and Coneygree were going head to 
head in the Betfair Chase. The market could 
barely split them with odds of 15/8 and 2/1, and 
there wasn’t much between them throughout 
the absorbing contest. Perhaps the benefit of a 
run made the difference for Cue Card, and round 
two will be a Christmas gift worth waiting for on 
Boxing Day. These two top-class steeplechasers 
have quite a following in betting shops, and it 
will be interesting to see where the cash goes 
leading up to the race. If you fancy Cue Card to 
retain his title then come see me at Ladbrokes, 
as we’re top price at 13/8. Coneygree is 5/1, the 
same price as Douvan if he were to step up in 

Moon Racer looked a picture in the pre parade ring and won very comfortably, while Le Prezien’s connections 
resembled a “who’s who” of racing’s glitterati

trip.

Next in the King Gorge betting is the hugely 
exciting Thistlecrack at 8/1, and he made it three 
from three over fences with a straightforward 
victory on Hennessey Gold Cup day. There’s 
been plenty of talk about the World Hurdle 
winners jumping technique, and I’ve got a few 
doubts personally. I’m certainly no expert, but 
he looks to my eye to give his fences plenty of 
air, and doesn’t always look that fluent at his 
obstacles. Compare him with Clan Des Obeaux 
or Min who both won novice chases that same 
weekend and you might just agree with me. 
Going at championship pace in a King George or 
Gold Cup could either 
make or break him, 
he’ll either enjoy going 
a quicker tempo and 
jump more efficiently, or 
he will make too many 
little errors that will 
hinder his ability to hold 
a position. It’s going to 
be fascinating to see 
what happens in the months ahead, and he’s 7/2 
with Ladbrokes to win the big one in March.

Shortly after Thistlecrack we saw Colin 
Tizzard do it again, with Native River justifying 
favouritism in the Hennessey Gold Cup at 
odds of 7/2. This felt like a proper betting shop 

gamble, as there was plenty of 6/1 available 
on the morning of the race, but my customers 
backed this one to the exclusion of all others. 
Incredible to think that the stable now has three 
viable Gold Cup contenders, if you believe that 
Native River can grind his way to victory then 
he’s available at 20/1. I think I previously joked 
in this magazine that Willie Mullins could have 
a storming Champion Hurdle at home on the 
gallops. Well if it’s an in-house Gold Cup you 
fancy, then deepest Dorset is the place for you...
what price a 1-2-3?

A final word on fellow columnist, and I think 
I can say friend, Tanya Stevenson. Tanya signs 

off this month as 
contributor to this 
publication, and her 
written word has 
been as engaging and 
insightful as her spoken. 
It’s fair to say she was 
something of a pioneer 
for female voices in 
the betting industry, 

and she has undoubtedly made it easier for 
those that have followed. She will no doubt be 
successful in her next venture, I’m betting on 
NFL pundit for Sky Sports! 

Adam Hurley

Fox Norton’s progress suggests he may give Douvan 
food for thought this season

Un Beau Roman winning at 25/1 had Paul Henderson 
and the bookies smiling

round two will be 
a Christmas gift 

worth waiting for 
on Boxing Day

If it’s an in-house 
Gold Cup you fancy, 
then deepest Dorset 
is the place for you
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The season has kicked off in some style 
over recent weeks and there is still much 
to look forward to as we head into winter. 
Racing at Cheltenham moves to the new 
course for the remainder of the action 
before The Festival, with both courses in 
use over the four days in March.

The course that hasn’t been in use yet this 
season is the Cross Country as we had to 
postpone the race scheduled for the Friday 
of The Open to later on in the season as the 
ground was “Firm, hard in places” and therefore 
unusable. Watering the cross county course 
is quite a challenge so we tend to be in the 
lap of the Gods when it comes to the ground, 
for the three days it is used (The Open, The 
International and The Festival). It often tends to 
be a little firmer than the other courses but it 

is only the second time in Simon’s career here, 
some 16 years, that we have had to postpone 
the Cross Country. Hopefully the downpours 
we have had recently will help take the pressure 
off ahead of The International. The race that we 
missed during The Open will be run on Festival 
Trials Day, so it will be an early start for racing 
that day! 

The Open offered three great days of racing 
for everyone to enjoy and it was great to start 
the action with Astracad winning for local 
trainer Nigel Twiston-Davies. The horses has 
been around for years and was running in the 
Glenfarclas Veterans’ Chase that we put on 
instead of the Cross Country so it was great to 
see some of the old, familiar names come back 
to Cheltenham for this opportunity.

The big talking horse on 
the Saturday was of course 
Thistlecrack and his debut 
Novice Chase appearance 
at Cheltenham. There were 
some tense moments 
watching it with Simon 
Claisse, high profile horses 
always build up the pressure, 
but it was great to see him 
win nicely and then go onto 
an even more impressive 
performance at Newbury 
on the Hennessy weekend. 
He certainly is an exciting 
prospect for the public to get 

SOPHIA DALE 
COLUMN

behind this season and hopefully we will see him 
line up for the big one, come Friday March 17.

Sunday of The Open was certainly a busy day. 
We had been told about Sprinter Sacre retiring 
during racing on the Saturday and so were able 
to have some time 
to prepare for him 
to come and parade 
before the Shloer 
Chase, which was 
helpful. I arranged a 
press conference for 
Nicky to make the 
announcement at 
midday and those 
in the know did a 
good job keeping it quiet. I didn’t get a single 
question about it until we announced there was 
going to be a press conference. A sad moment 
for all the Henderson team but as Nicky said he 
was lucky to be retiring happy and healthy and 
in his mind all he really wanted to do was go 
out and race when he was here.

The death of Simonsig in that race marred the 
day for many and just highlights the facts of 
Jump racing. He was such an elegant grey and 
Nicky Henderson had spent so long working on 
all the injuries he had suffered – a sad loss for 

the whole yard.

The team are busy preparing for The 
International that is just around the corner. We 
have two exciting racedays to look forward to. 
It looks like the Caspian Caviar Gold Cup might 

have a similar line up to 
last month’s BetVictor 
Gold Cup and no doubt 
the StanJames.com 
International Hurdle will 
be its usual competitive 
renewal. We look 
forward to welcoming 
you all to Cheltenham 
over the two days.

Sophia Dale

Remaining dates for the 2016/17 include;
The International 9-10 December
New Year’s Day January 1
Festival Trials Day January 28
The Festival March 14-17
The April Meeting April 19-20
Hunter Chase Evening May 5

The Open offered 
three great days of 
racing for everyone 

to enjoy

Thistlecrack’s jumping at Newbury really impressed. Sprinter Sacre’s retirement and Simonsig’s death made it a difficult 
day for all at Seven Barrows

Astracad proved a popular winner in the Veteran’s Chase at 
The Open meeting
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Around 30 club members enjoyed the 
latest club trip to the yard of Oliver 
Sherwood, Grand National winning 
trainer, at Rhonehurst stables in Lambourn 
on November 5. 

On a chilly morning club members welcomed 
the chance to have a warming coffee and get 
briefings from Oliver before watching second 
and third lots on the Lambourn gallops. Oliver 
reported his string were all fit and raring to 
get their seasons underway once the ground 
softened.

We also bumped into Warren Greatrex and 
Sam Thomas who were putting their horses 
through their paces on the Jockey Club Estates 
shared gallops…this truly is “The valley of the 
racehorse” as over 1500 horses are in training in 
Lambourn alone.

Oliver and his team proved to be very engaging 
and generous hosts, the same could be said 
for The George pub in the centre of Lambourn 
where brunch was enjoyed by many.

Steve Ennis

OLIVER 
SHERWOOD
STABLE VISIT

Many Clouds strikes a 
dashing pose before 
his work rider Nathan 
Horrock’s discusses 
how his work went 
with trainer Oliver 
Sherwood

Every stable visit needs a good pub included and so it was at The George in Lambourn

Oliver Sherwood holds court during an excellent morning visiting Rhonehurst then watching second and 
third lot on the Lambourn gallops

A cold chill greeted club members on the Jockey Club Estates Lambourn gallops, while third lot wend their 
way home
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LIAM 
TREADWELL
COLUMN

On November 26 the At The Races 
Rehearsal Handicap Chase (Class 1, Listed 
Race) was won by Otago Trail, ridden 
by Liam Treadwell. The winning owners 
collected £45,560 and punters were 
rewarded with a 9/1 return on a horse 
that had been a Pricewise selection that 
morning.

But that’s not really the point as this was much 
bigger, for it was Liam’s first win since his 
return after 5½ months on the side lines with 
concussion. Steve Ennis caught up with Liam 
at their local pub to hear how it felt to be back 
doing the day job.

Congratulations on your return Liam, how 
was the last week, since your return?

It’s been a roller coaster week. I was given 
the all clear on the weekend of the Betfair 
Chase, but couldn’t sort out the paperwork 
in time to ride over the weekend. My first 
run back came on the Monday at Kempton 
where I had a single ride for Venetia on 
Uhlan Bute. He travelled well through 
the race and went four lengths clear two 
out, only to make a hash of the fence and 
unseat me. I head butted the horse and 
collected a bloody nose on top! However, 
on returning to the weighing room it just 
felt great to be back.

The following day I went to Lingfield, 
again for one ride, this time on Kap Jazz for 

Venetia. He was three out when he fell, the drive 
home on day two contrasted sharply to the 
day before, as the self critic in me was having a 
negative effect.

The lads in the weighing room and Venetia were 
all ultra supportive and told me the winner was 
around the corner. I then had a debutant to ride 
in Lady Karina who is a mare of Lady Rebecca 
at Hereford, she did well to come sixth out of 
twelve, her owners were delighted when I came 
back in after the race and the experience will 
probably be invaluable in her development.

Regarding the Saturday, I’ve done well on Otago 
Trail in the past, this was my fourth ride on him 
and I’ve had three wins and a second, so he’s 
been good to me.

He travelled well for every yard of the race, 
they went a bit quick on the first lap but my lad 
kept with them and was always travelling well. 
His jumping was fine and in the end he won 
with a bit to spare, the relief to get the win on 
the board was huge and I told Racing UK I was 
grateful to the owners and Venetia for having 
faith in me despite my time off, it was a real 
confidence booster.

I’m just itching to get back in the groove now 
after such a long time off and am really looking 

forward to the Becher Chase at the weekend 
where I hope to win again on Benny’s Mist, he 
loves the big fences and has been placed twice 
over them as well.

Liam Treadwell

All at CTCRC are delighted at Liam’s return, 
a televised winner in a listed race must rate 
highly as comebacks go – well done Liam!

Liam hopes to repeat his 2015 win with Bennys Mist in the 
Sefton Chase at Aintree

Another massive field of 339 runners came 
under orders for the Grade 1 ‘All-Comers 
Welcome’ Champion Tipster’ Chase on Friday 11 
November.

With a total of 339 entries and, at this early stage, 
no casualties all looks set fair for a long run to 
the finishing line on Saturday 29 April 2017.

The early pace setters, as at Sunday 27 
November, are listed below.

Early congratulations go to John Hancock & 
Gillian Morgan. Confirmation will follow in the 
January update

Meanwhile, well done to you both on achieving 
110pts each so quickly

Please note: All prizes will be paid out at the end 
of the competition.

Pos Name  Current Current 
  Month Cum’ve

1 JOHN HANCOCK G 110 110
2 GILLIAN MORGAN C 110 110
3 IAN ATKINSON A 105 105
4 KRIS BYERS C 105 105
5 STEVE HEARLE G 105 105
6 JOHN HANCOCK H 100 100
7 SUSAN PANIKKAR D 100 100
8 JEAN PITTOCK D 100 100
9 JAMIE SHARP D 100 100 

Please don’t forget that you can track the status of 
your entries on-line by accessing www.ctcrc.co.uk, 
selecting ‘MENU’ and then ‘Tipsters Competition’.

If you have any questions about your entry, or its 
status, please contact Tony Coleman either on 
07795 146242 or by e-mail at tonyandles@aol.com.

TIPSTER COMPETITION 
UPDATE
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“I’m not the oldest member of the panel”! 
beamed a delighted Robert Bellamy as 
he introduced our November club night 
guests Carl Llewelyn (assistant trainer to 
Nigel Twiston-Davies) and Toby Lawes 
(assistant trainer to Nicky Henderson).

A fun evening was had from start to end as we 
learned of the contrasting styles in approach to 
the art of training a racehorse from the assistant 
trainers at Grange Hill Farm and Seven Barrows.

Robert got the evening underway by asking 
how each trainer prepared their horses for the 
arduous period of a National Hunt season. Toby 
answered by saying Nicky starts from March / 
April and works backwards, this often results 
in a horse needing a run when they’re first out 
in October and November. Carl by contrast 
suggested Nigel doesn’t work on the theory of 
sending a horse to the races unless he is 100% 
ready to win every time, hence his tremendous 
record over the years in October and November.

Carl said they like to keep it simple at Grange 
Hill Farm and are fans of interval training to 
get a horse ready and in peak condition. Club 

members who went to the Twiston- Davies 
yard visit last season will be in no doubt that the 
half mile gallop they have will get the laziest of 
horses fit, soon enough.

Nicky Henderson we were told has a much 
wider array of facilities at his disposal to ready 
their team of horses for the racecourse, they 
use Lambourn to make the most of a 5f all 
weather gallop, a deep sand gallop, a 1½ mile 
grass gallop, the Jockey Clubs uphill 1 mile grass 
gallops and occasional trips to Newbury to do a 
racecourse gallop.

Carl rolled his eyes at all these variables 
suggesting that a simple approach had worked 
over his 18 years with Nigel and it wasn’t about 
to change soon, “if you keep it simple, there’s 
less that can go wrong”.

Carl’s key concern was to ensure the team of 
riders they had are up to the job of preparing 
the horses. He was concerned that the poorer 
riders ride the quietest horses, which has the 
consequence sometimes that these horses don’t 
get as fit as they should do, because the work 
rider goes through the motions, rather than 
working the horse properly towards peak fitness.

Toby’s routine at Seven Barrows was different 
again, they canter a horse for four weeks simply 
to shed the weight before they concentrate on 
the speed work, it’s a much more protracted 
journey taken. Toby does the boards in the 
morning assigning riders to horses and is very 
keen to keep the same riders with a horse so the 
build a relationship and understanding of how 
each horse is progressing.

Carl smiled as he announced he has quit work 
riding….”I’m too old for all that”, and again 
had a different perspective on assigning the 
same rider to the same horse. “The girls get too 
attached to their horses and don’t work them 
hard enough, the trick is to mix it up so they 
don’t become too attached. It’s a balancing act, 
you want the feedback based on regular riding, 
but, you want the horse to be worked properly”.

On learning that Carl upsets the girl riders by 
making them get off their favourite horses 
Robert quipped; “you’re breaking the girls hearts 
in the daytime, as well as the night time”!

Both Toby and Carl observed that staffing issues 
are a constant worry. The wages are low, the 
working conditions are tough, with 1½ days 
off per fortnight, but the horses still need care 
seven days a week.

Toby confirmed that Nicky will walk the yard at 
the end of each day, whenever he is in the yard, 
but Carl said in 20 years Nigel hadn’t done this 
once.

Carl acknowledged that the care of staff has 
progressed significantly since he was a junior 
rider 20 years earlier. He suggested the quality 
of rider is such that nine or ten of his team can 
ride any horse in the yard and every effort is 
made to make it feel like a family environment 
where the staff enjoy their work. Carl said one 
of the big developments had been to give staff 
responsibility for the horses and to report and 
deal with any problems that may arise.

Carl acknowledged he had learned plenty 

from his three years as a trainer in Lambourn 
but suggested he enjoyed his life exactly as it 
is and has no ambitions to return to being the 
number one at a yard. Toby by contrast would 
like nothing better, but is gaining an invaluable 
apprenticeship working under Nicky. Toby was 
also keen to spread his wings and experience 
working in the racing worlds of France and 
Australia.

Robert asked, “If you won the lottery where 
would you train?” Toby’s answer took no more 
than a heartbeat….Lambourn. Carl suspected 
other motives, believing the speed of the 
answer meant Lambourn held a love interest! 
Toby swiftly countered saying he’d actually take 
a gap year to visit France, Hong Kong, Australia, 
America and Barbados.

Carl advised that he’s enjoying his role as a 
Jockey Coach and said it’s good for today’s 
jockeys that they can learn from the older 
jockeys and call upon the support of places 
like Oaksey House when injured, or the 
unrecognised hero to all jockeys, our guest 
columnist this month, Dr Philip Pritchard.

The evening closed with Toby suggesting the 
audience could do worse than support Jenkins 
who was running that Friday at Newbury. The 
fact the horse won by five lengths going away, 
despite only jumping one hurdle proficiently 
bodes well for the future.

What proved so illuminating during the evening 
was the variation in approach taken at the two 
highly respected training centres. Despite these 

differences, what 
came through is 
the passion and 
knowledge these 
two men bring to 
their respective 
roles.

Steve Ennis

NOVEMBER
CLUB NIGHT

Toby Lawes, Robert Bellamy and Carl Llewellyn Toby loves Lambourn, but Carl had suspicions for why
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Membership Renewal

It’s that time of year where members are invited 
to renew their membership. Membership offers 
fantastic value at £20 per person, or £30 for two 
people from the same household for 12 months.

The application form is on page 35 of this 
months magazine, or you can get an A4 size 
version by printing one off the Clubs website 
at www.ctcrc.co.uk. Please send all cheques to 
David Bishop, our membership secretary.

A great Christmas Gift

Regular stable visits, nine monthly club 
magazines, organised race trips, special offers 
at Worcester and Cheltenham, free entry to 
preview nights, our own monthly club nights 
and regular charity fundraising to a range of 
racing charities – all these things and more 
make being a member of Cheltenham & Three 
Counties Race Club great fun. So why not give a 
gift of membership to a friend this Christmas….. 
all this and more for £20!

CTCRC Exclusive Box Facility New Years’ 
Day Meeting Cheltenham

Cheltenham racecourse have kindly made 
available the 5th Floor Suite in the grandstand to 
all CTCRC members – bring your membership 
badges. This exclusive box facility will have free 
tea and coffee plus a cash bar at Cheltenham 
on January 1 2017. This proved a very popular 
facility last year. Please come along if you can 
and enjoy the days racing with fellow members.

New Years’ Resolution?

Fancy doing something different next year? 
Would you like to meet a wide range of 
fascinating people from the world of National 
Hunt? Then here’s your chance! All you have to 

do is enquire about the vacancies that exist for 
our Club’s Chairman role, or that of Magazine 
Editor. After four years each in their respective 
roles, Doug Miles and Steve Ennis are passing 
the baton for these positions. Interested? Just 
call Doug Miles on 07515 703058 to learn more 
about these roles.

IJF Quiz, Cheltenham Racecourse 
November 30

CTCRC entered three teams in the annual quiz 
in aid of the IJF at Cheltenham racecourse on 
November 30 with 11 members taking part. 
Forty teams participated in what was a most 
enjoyable evening that raised over £2,000 for 
the IJF. Of our three teams, all did well with the 
highest placed team coming 8th!  Make a date in 
your diary for the event next year.

Club Night January 18

Alex Steadman of Racing UK will be posing the 
questions to Yogi Breisner who will be our guest 
speaker at our January club night. Yogi has been 
the UK’s eventing performance manager at the 
last two Olympic Games and is recognised as 
a world leader in his field. The evening starts at 
7.45pm, please bring your membership cards. 
Admission is £6 on the door to non members.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Alex Steadman will be our host when Yogi 
Breisner tells us about his career in the 
equestrian world

Cheltenham	and	Three	Counties	Race	Club	

Application	Form	2017.	

……………..	New	Application	 	 	 	 ………………….	Renewal	Application	

Tick	the	box	for	how	you	would	like	to	receive	the	Club	magazine	

Printed			 	

Online	

	

Forename	(Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)*…………………………………………Surname……………………………………………….	

Forename	(Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)*…………………………………………Surname……………………………………………….	

*Please	delete	as	applicable.	

Single	membership	£20,	per	extra	member,	per	household	add	£10.	

Address	BLOCK	CAPITALS	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………...Postcode………………………………………	
Tel	No…………………………….e-mail	address................................................................................................	

The	Club	magazine	can	be	downloaded	from	our	website	www.ctcrc.co.uk	each	month	from	
September	to	May.		

Monthly	Charity	Donation	

One	of	the	main	aims	of	the	Club	is	to	make	donations	to	racing	charities.		Each	month	a	donation	of	
£50	is	made	to	one	of	the	following	charities	in	turn.		If	there	are	any	other	horse	related	charities	
that	you	feel	the	Club	should	support	please	add	their	name	here.	

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	

The	Injured	Jockeys	Fund	 Racing	Welfare		 Moorcroft	Racing	Welfare	Centre	
Greatwood	Caring	for	retired	racehorses						Re	training	of	Racehorses										Riding	for	the	Disabled		
The	British	Thoroughbred	Retraining	Centre	 Brooke	Hospital	for	Animals	

Please	make	cheques	(single	membership	£20,	per	extra	member,	per	household	add	£10).		Payable	
to	“Cheltenham	and	Three	Counties	Race	Club”	and	return	with	this	application	form	to:-		

Mr.	David	Bishop,	7	Great	Rissington,	Cheltenham,	GL54	2LP.	

	

	



ARKLE BAR... DRESS CODE TWEED...
HAPPY CHRISTMAS!


