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The field of runners pass the 70,000 
racegoers in the opener on Grand 
National Day – what a sight!

Cover image: Derek Fox lifts the new 
Randox Grand National trophy after 
his win in the Grand National on One 
For Arthur
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What did you tell your careers officer you 
were going to do when you grew up?

Maybe you were going to be a doctor, a fireman, 
a scientist or a teacher? Or maybe you suggested 
you were going to be the boss of Aintree and 
oversee the development and progress of the 
most famous steeplechase in the world. Had I said 
that to my careers officer he’d have clipped me 
around the ear, tell me not to be stupid and advise 
that I stopped being a hopeless dreamer.

Such dreams became a reality for our first guest 
this month as we were able to secure an interview 
with John Baker, the boss at Aintree who has 
taken time out to talk to us in the aftermath of 
yet another memorable Aintree Festival. Record 
crowds, beautiful sunshine, 100% safety for the 
horses and a raft of great stories and memories 
to take from the three days in Liverpool. John 
provides a great insight to his role on pages 4 to 6.

While John provides a narrative around the 
horses welfare at Aintree, our second guest Lizzie 
Harris tells us all about the great work the charity 
Racing Welfare does on behalf of the thousands 
of people who work in the racing industry. Lizzie 
is also our club night guest on April 19 on what 
should be a fascinating evening to learn more 
about this vital charity that does so much good for 
the people who have careers in racing.

We’ve also got some special features for you in 
this months’ magazine. John Hales tells us about 
the great work done by the doctors and nurses at 
Alder Hey Children’s hospital in Liverpool where 
the jockeys and Neptune Collonges paid their 
annual visit – it was a great occasion for those 
attending and provided a welcome boost for the 
brave children battling life threatening illnesses.

Closer to home I provide an account on a day 

at the newly named “Gloucester Races” which 
was formerly the Ledbury Hunt point to point. 
The feature race on this day was a qualifier for 
the new highlight to the Foxhunter meeting at 
Cheltenham on May 5 which Sophia Dale tells us 
about in her column….the prize money on offer 
from sponsors Timico is setting pulses racing in 
the point to point world.

The remaining weeks of the season still have so 
much to offer. Punchestown looks set to provide 
an epic spectacle as Willie Mullins and Gordon 
Elliott unleash their full complement of talents in 
an effort to take the Irish Trainers Championship. 
On this side of the water there are big meetings 
near the home of Grand National winner, One 
For Arthur, at Ayr and Perth, while the curtain 
call on another marvellous season takes place at 
Sandown on Bet 365 day. 

We have three stable visits in the months ahead 
which you can still come along to if you haven’t 
already booked a place and we look forward to 
seeing you at Worcester races on May 26 where 
we will present the Richard Davis award for the 
Conditional rider of the year for 2016-17. It’s the 
closest competition in memory with three jockeys, 
Ryan Hatch, Jamie Bargary and Harry Cobden 
separated by six points with two weeks of the 
season remaining.

The club are having a picnic on the evening in the 
car park, do come and join us and if your culinary 
skills are of the highest order, feel free to show off 
and bring your Masterchef 
offerings for all of us to share. 
I’m bringing my paella!

Enjoy the racing

Steve Ennis
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Steve Ennis writes; having enjoyed another 
fantastic Aintree Festival I was delighted to 
be able to secure a special guest interview 
with John Baker who was taken the three 
day Festival to new heights in his five years 
as Regional Director for the North West at 
the Jockey Club Racecourses. Here’s what 
John had to say;

You’re currently Director of Jockey Club 
Racecourses for the North West, which 
includes Aintree, Haydock and Carlisle, 
but you’ve also worked at an incredible 
nine other courses 
as well as stints 
for the Racecourse 
Association and 
Raceform. Can you 
pick out a couple of 
roles that have made 
a big impact on your 
career to date?
Yes I started at Raceform (at Weatherbys) back 
in 1990, so lots of water under the bridge. Aside 
from my current role, I guess I would firstly go 
back to my days at Bath and Chepstow working 
for Northern Racing and Sir Stanley Clarke, where 
my immediate boss was Rod Street. I had a 
couple of years there early in the new Millennium 
and I learnt so much about driving and managing 
the business, about achieving high standards 
and about pushing myself. I feel my time there 

really set me up for the rest of my career. However 
my favourite role was when I was GM at Carlisle 
Racecourse which enabled me to try lots of new 
ideas, engage with the community and almost 
bring a large course mentality to what was then 
considered a “small course”. I had an amazing 
team through that time, the city of Carlisle was 
buzzing with what we were doing and we rode 
a bit of a crest of a wave, ably supported by 
significant investment from JCR.

In the eyes of many racing fans worldwide 
you’re in a most enviable position as the 
custodian of the worlds’ most famous race. 
Can you share with us some of the more 
“extraordinary” aspects of your role?
The most extraordinary thing is actually still trying 
to comprehend that I am actually here doing 

the role! I grew up with 
the National, my Grandad 
sat me down at the age of 
5 to watch this race gave 
me 10p to put on a horse 
and I chose something 
called Red Rum and the 
colour, the spectacle, the 

excitement and the drama totally captivated me. 
It was 1973 and Red Rum came late to defeat the 
incredible and so, so brave Crisp virtually on the 
line. And that was that. It became a big part of 
my life and as my Grandad was my hero the race 
almost became synonymous with my closeness 
to him. The butterflies always came as the horses 
went down to the start every year. So to actually 
do what I do now is literally a dream come true. 
Therefore to be able to make decisions that can 
effect the course of the history of the race and to 

Fanparks could be an idea to broaden the appeal 
of the Grand National

feel that weight of history is a truly unbelievable 
feeling. I see my role as preserving the race 
and securing its future for many, many years to 
come and that guides your every decision. It’s a 
huge honour and something you have to pinch 
yourself about every day you go to work and are 
able to look over the Racecourse where so much 
history has been made.

If you were not the boss of Aintree what 
else might you be doing?
I was literally just about to join the Police Force 
before the job offer came in from Weatherbys so 
I would no doubt have followed the footsteps of 
my Grandad who had been a police officer for 
many years. I had wanted to be a sports journalist 
when I was “growing up.”

The three day Aintree Grand National 
Festival has grown in stature in recent 
years, with a hugely impressive support 
card. How would you pitch the Aintree 

Festival to anyone who hasn’t yet had the 
pleasure of this meeting?
Depends if you’re a racing fan or not as we have 
top class racing all three days now that rivals 
Cheltenham for the racing fan. However there 
is nothing like the excitement and buzz of a day 
out at Aintree where the Liverpool people make 
it a great fun party atmosphere, you can walk 
the course and get close up to those unique big 
green fences that you’ll see nowhere else, there’s 
brilliant sporting action and lots more to see and 
do, including learning more about the Horse and 
the history of part of Britain’s National Heritage

Can you share an example of your own 
experience where you’ve been surprised by 
the reach the Grand National has around 
the world?
It’s probably an aim of mine to travel further 
across the globe(!), but I’ve lost count of the 
number of times you talk to people when on 
holiday abroad who have a story to tell about the 
National.

Have you any ideas on how the appeal 
of the Grand National can do more to 
transcend to everyday racing around the 
country?
I think the sport as a whole could do more to 
promote horse welfare all year round from a 
marketing perspective as we need to engage 
people who are not racing fans

I think the itv coverage was superb this year and 
they can certainly help achieve this over a period 

the Liverpool people 
make it a great fun 
party atmosphere

JOHN BAKER
GUEST COLUMN Carlisle racecourse - we really engaged with the local community and I had an amazing team while there
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of time.

We have looked and are looking at creating fan 
parks around the country as another possible 
option.

Which has been your favourite Grand 
National as a fan and professionally?
Professionally is 2013 my first National in my role 
and the first National since we changed the cores 
of the fences. 40 horses jumped Becher’s first 
time and the roar that greeted the commentary 
at Aintree at that point demonstrated just how 
much the public love this race and just how 
much they supported what we were trying to do 
to secure the race’s future

As a fan I’ve mentioned ’73 already, I enjoyed Mr 
Frisk because I told all my mates to back him at 
33’s (and I never tip horses like I tipped him) in the 
January and amongst many others I absolutely 
loved Spartan Missile so 1981 when he was 
second to Aldaniti was a great race with many 
emotions – my Grandad and I picked the first 
three (Royal Mail hanging on from Three to One) 
on the Littlewoods Pools and we thought we’d 
win a fortune! We got just over ten pounds as 
they were all popular selections!

And finally…..who did you back for this 
years’ Grand National?
I backed Saint Are, Gas Line Boy and Regal Encore 
all just as fun outsiders as I thought it was the 
most open National in years.

Thoughts on last week... 317 horses came to 
Aintree and 317 went home and it’s five years 
now since a Grand National horse fatality. It 
was an excellent week from a horse welfare 
perspective which is hugely important for the 
race’s future. We will not be complacent about 
this and will review everything as we always do 
but it was a good week and all the participants 
played a massive part particularly the jockeys on 
Saturday

The National was a thrilling race with drama 
all the way round and an incredible result for 
Scotland and the North. A great story and lovely 
people who are staunch supporters of Jumps 
Racing in the North.

The quality of the racing was fantastic throughout 
– Buveur D’Air, Defi Du Seuil, Might Bite, Yanworth, 
Tea For Two against Cue Card, Fox Norton, The 
Worlds End.

It was a shame for us that Willie and Gordon are 
fighting out the Irish trainers championship as 
we’d have liked a few more Irish challengers in an 
ideal world.

We were lucky with the weather but that made 
for a great atmosphere throughout, racegoers 
had an absolute ball and it was a real feel-good 
three days

John Baker 
Regional Director North West

Red Rum passes Crisp in the shadow of the post in 
1973…from that moment I was hooked

Mr Frisk proved the pinnacle of my tipping career 
when he won in 1990

Before racing on day two of the Aintree 
Festival I joined John and Pat Hales who 
were making their annual visit to Alder 
Hey Children’s Hospital in Liverpool with 
Neptune Collonges.

Alder Hey is a fantastic children’s hospital that 
treats 275,000 patients a year. Great credit goes 
to the large number of jockeys who spent the 
morning meeting the children and their parents, 
while talking to the doctors, staff and volunteers 
who provide such world class care. Since 2013 
over £22 million has been raised by the Alder 
Hey Children’s Charity and the annual visit of 
Neptune Collonges and the jockeys is seen as a 
really valued occasion by the hospital.

Neptune Collonges looked magnificent and 
behaved impeccably with the children who 
were delighted to feed him polo mints while 
having their photo taken with the Grand 
National winner. The children were also treated 
to singing from opera singer Laura Wright who 

joined the jockeys on a tour of the wards.

The smiles on all the children’s faces told you 
all you needed to know that the morning was 
greatly appreciated by all at the hospital. If 
you would like to support the ongoing work 
the hospital does in the care, research and 
development of treatments you can make a 
donation at aldreheycharity.org/what-we-do or 
make a cheque payable to Alder Hey Children’s 
Charity, Eaton Road, Liverpool L12 2AP.

Well done to John, Pat, Neptune and all the 
Jockeys, you did racing proud.

Steve Ennis

ALDER HAY CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITAL

Young Noah (Robin) picked AP as his new Batman

John Hales has been a fantastic supporter of Alder 
Hey and Neptune Collonges behaved beautifully 
with all the children who met him
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At CTCRC we are proud to support a wide 
range of racing charities. On April 19 Lizzie 
Harris from one of those charities, Racing 
Welfare, will be our club night guest at the 
Victory Club. Ahead of this event Lizzie 
sent us this feature which describes in 
detail what Racing Welfare does and Lizzie 
provides a lovely case study of Diana’s story 
who has been supported by the charity over 
the last 10 years. This is a charity we can all 
be proud to say we support.

About Racing Welfare
Racing Welfare is the only 
charity that supports all 
people who work in racing 
- stud, stable and support 
staff; from their recruitment 
right through to retirement. 
Our support is available 
to everyone working the 
thoroughbred and arab 
racing industries.

The charity was founded and 
registered in 2000. Racing 
Welfare was formed as an amalgamation of 
several racing charities, with the aim of ensuring 
that the racing industry had a single charity 
responsible for the wellbeing of its current and 
former employees, and their dependents.

Our mission: Our mission is to enhance the 
wellbeing of people from the thoroughbred 
racing and breeding community, by providing 
comprehensive and individual support 
throughout and after their working lives.

Our vision: Our vision is that no-one from the 
thoroughbred racing and breeding community 
is left unsupported and that everyone has the 
opportunity to thrive.

Our Welfare Services
Our Welfare Officers provide a wide ranging 
advice and guidance service which is 
confidential and non-judgemental. We support 
people with a wide range of issues:

• Accidents • Money advice 
• Wellbeing • Illness 
• Career advice • Relationships  
• Housing • Retirement

Racing Welfare’s services are nationally 
accessible with offices in the main racing centres 
(Newmarket, Lambourn, Middleham, Malton and 
Epsom) and roving Welfare Officers covering the 

whole of the country.

In 2016 Racing Welfare 
provided support to more 
than 2,000 people working 
within (or retired from) the 
British horseracing and 
breeding industry.

Racings Support Line
Our multi-channel helpline 
Racing’s Support Line allows 
people to reach us online 
as well as through the 24hr 
helpline:

Searchable information database 
Ask a Question online 
Live chat online 
Grants and housing application forms 
Telephone legal support and benefits checks 

Telephone counselling 
0800 6300 443 - 24hr Helpline 
www.support.racingwelfare.co.uk

Careers Advice & 
Training Service 
(CATS):
The Careers Advice and 
Training Service (CATS) is a 
facility to support people who 
wish to develop their careers 
in racing and is funded by 
The Racing Foundation. There 
are many circumstances in 
which people may wish to 
make contact with CATS. 
Sometimes it's due to a 
change in their situation that 
prompts them to seek advice, 
such as no longer being able 
to perform their duties in their 
current role. Other times, they 
want to progress within their 
role or to a different role in 
racing, and are unsure how 
they can do this, or just want 
information about training 
that is available to them.

The British horseracing industry employs people 
in a wide variety of roles and settings, with a 
range of skills and knowledge that are quite 
specialist, yet transferable. CATS recognises this 
and its mission is to enable racing's employees 
to build on their existing qualities, plan their next 
steps and enjoy a long, successful and fulfilling 
career in racing. 

CATS support is tailored to each individual, 
depending on what they would like and their 
needs. This could mean anything from simply 
answering a question or providing information, 
through to careers coaching sessions.

Here are some examples of areas of support 
available through CATS:

Racing careers advice 
Careers coaching 
Applications for available funding for training 

Job search 
Job applications 
CV writing 
Interviews

Our Housing Services:
Racing Welfare owns and 
manages a portfolio of more 
than 140 residential units 
across the UK. The charity 
also operates a housing 
advice service which supports 
people to access appropriate 
and affordable homes.

The charity’s main aim is to 
provide support and good 
quality, affordable rental 
accommodation to:

Young people aged 16-21 
years; 
The frail and elderly

Our residential units 
throughout the UK include 
hostels, flats, houses and 

supported housing. Rents are subsidised and 
the quality of the accommodation reflects best 
practice in social housing.

For more information around housing needs, 
contact us for a confidential chat.

Prevention Of Loneliness And Social 
Isolation
Loneliness is a prevalent and growing problem 
nationally. It can lead to serious health 
implications. By engaging our beneficiaries in 
social activities we hope to catch the problems 
in their early stages, making them more 
straightforward and easier to resolve.

Regular coffee mornings have taken place in 

LIZZIE HARRIS
RACING WELFARE
GUEST COLUMN
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Epsom, Lambourn, Newmarket, Malton and 
Middleham. Christmas lunches have also been 
held annually in the main racing centres.

We also run trips and outings for retired, injured 
and incapacitated beneficiaries.

A Case Study
Diana has been supported 
by Racing Welfare, when she 
has most needed support, 
for the past eighteen years. 
Diana suffered a T5 and 
T6 spinal cord injury when 
her horse, which she rode 
on a daily basis, fell after 
tripping on the gallops. 
Only a week previously she 
had been enjoying life in 
racing, leading up a winner 
at Towcester in her role as a 
Head Girl in Lambourn; however, this morning 
was to change her life forever, leaving her 
paralysed from the chest down.

Racing Welfare saw Diana through the 
rehabilitation from the injury and helped get life 
back on track. Ten years ago, with support from 
her physio, the charity was able to purchase her 
a Lifestand chair which was to transform her 
quality of life, physically and mentally. Just to be 

able to reach items on a higher shelf, or to be 
able to meet others at eye-level is a life changer.

A particularly memorable experience provided 
by Racing Welfare was a holiday to Arizona in 
2005 which saw four racing staff with long-
term injuries get back in to the saddle and ride 
Tennessee Walking Horses, renowned for their 
comfortable paces, at a specialised ranch for 
disabled riders. Diana, who since her accident 
had experienced only involuntary spasms in one 
leg, began to feel the toes in her right leg.

Fast forward to 2015 and Diana’s original chair 
had reached the end of its working life. After 
writing a letter to Racing Welfare, the charity was 
able to equip her with a new state-of-the-art 
chair which has allowed her to continue to have 
the greater freedom and confidence that she 
had before with the original chair.

Having been presented with the first chair 
by Mike Cattermole, it was 
therefore fitting that he should 
meet her again at Plumpton 
racecourse in April 2015 and 
catch up with her progress. 
The Plumpton date was part of 
Richard Farquhar’s Walking The 
Courses challenge; in meeting 
Diana it gave him real pleasure 
to see how the charity helps 
people throughout their lives, 
beyond racing.

In Diana’s own words “Racing 
Welfare has always been there for me, whenever 
I have needed them most.”

Lizzie Harris
Racing Welfare, 1 High Street, Lambourn, 
Berkshire RG17 8XL Charity No: 1084042
www.racingwelfare.co.uk

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

April 19 Club Night
Lizzie Harris from Racing Welfare will be our 
guest at our April 19 Club Night meeting. The 
racing industry employs many thousands of 
people and the charity is designed to cater 
for the welfare of those who work in, or have 
worked in the racing industry. The evening 
starts at 8.00pm, please bring your membership 
badges. Non-members £6 entry.

 

April 20 IJF Cheque Presentation at 
Cheltenham Races
Club Co-Chair Sarah Matthews will be 
presenting IJF CEO Lisa Hancock with a cheque 
from the club during racing at Cheltenham. If 
you are going racing on April 20 please feel free 
to join Sarah at the presentation.

May 26 Club Night
The Richard Davis Conditional Jockey Award will 
take place during racing at Worcester racecourse 
on Friday May 26. We will also be having a picnic 
in the car park. Please try and join us if you can, 
the picnic was a great success last year. Any 
contributions to the picnic are welcomed!

Worcester Racecourse 2 for 1 offer
Club members are reminded that if you pre 
book any tickets for Worcester racecourse you 
can enjoy the benefit of receiving two tickets 
for the price of one if you advise of your CTCRC 
membership.

Forthcoming stable visits
April 22 We have a visit planned to Dan 
Skelton’s yard at Lodge Hill Racing Yard. Any 
member interested in attending should email 
Sarah Matthews at ctcrcstablevisits@gmail.com 
or call Sarah on 07729 847724 to reserve a place. 

May 27 Our second trip takes us to Tyre Hill 
Racing Stables at Hanley Swan, the yard of 
David Dennis.

June 17 The summer months are a great time 
to pay a visit to Tim Vaughan’s yard at Pant 
Wilkin Stables, Aberthin, Cowbridge in Wales. 
Each of these trips are £6 each for members 
and £10 for non-members. If any of these three 
visits prove very popular there may need to be 
a ballot for places.

Diana Pointer has been supported by Racing 
Welfare for the last 18 years
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AINTREE 
FESTIVAL
REVIEW

Thursday April 6th 

The conundrum that surrounds the racing 
at Aintree is to gauge which runners 
from the recent Cheltenham Festival will 
improve for the previous run, or be over 
the top and need turning out for  
the summer.

Day one of the Aintree Festival begged this 
question of many highly fancied favourites. Top 
Notch 6/5F, Cue Card 2/1F and On The Fringe 
7/4F were three that were highly fancied on 
form but each were defeated, Top Notch and On 
The Fringe in decisive fashion while Cue Card 
lost in a thrilling duel with Lizzie Kelly and Tea 
For Two.

This was a welcome win for Nick and Jayne 
Williams after the deflation of an early fall in 
the Gold Cup while for Lizzie Kelly, this was her 
second grade one victory.

Conversely, the strongly fancied JP McManus 
pair Defi Du Seuil and Buveur D’Air took their 
grade one races at 4/11F and 4/9F respectively. 
Defi Du Seuil completed his seventh win from 
as many runs over a long and fruitful season, 
while Buveur D’Air joined the prestigious group 
of Istabraq and Annie Power as the only horses 
since 1999 to do the Cheltenham/Aintree 
double. Both have done their yards proud this 
season and have much to look forward to in 
2017-18.

Last season Willie Mullins was mob handed 
at Aintree in his quest to take the UK 
Championship. This time around, he was 
represented by a single horse outside of the 
Grand National.

For me, the highlight of the first day was to take 
a walk down to Becher’s Brook to watch the 
amateur riders in the Foxhunter Chase. 28 brave 
Jockeys set off with the ground literally shaking 
under your feet as they took the most famous 
fence in National Hunt racing before galloping 
onto the Canal Turn, it was quite a spectacle.

James King, son of Racing Post journalist Andrew 
won the race on Dineur, while third home was 
Big Fella Thanks, at 15, he was only two years 
younger than his jockey Noel George!

Double W’S gave northern pairing Brian Hughes 
and Malcolm Jefferson victory in the two mile 
handicap chase, while the heart-warming 
moment of the day was the sight of Tewkesbury 
based jockey Alain Cawley taking the finale on 
Dame Rose. Alain had endured 5½ months on 
the sidelines with two dislocated shoulders. He 
had only retuned to riding the previous Saturday 
and this was his first win since returning... how 
sweet it must have been.

Steve Ennis

The walk down to Becher’s Brook was well worth it as the sight of 28 amateurs flying over the fence was spectacular.

1.40 Manifesto Novices’ Chase
1. Flying Angel 5/1
2. Cloudy Dream 4/1
3. Top Notch 6/5F
Jockey: Noel Fehily
Trainer: N Twiston-Davies
 
2.20 Doom Bar 4-y-o Juvenile Hurdle
1. Defi Du Seuil 4/11F
2. Divin Bere 7/2
3. Bedrock 25/1
Jockey: B Geraghty
Trainer: P Hobbs
 
2.50 Betway Bowl Chase
1. Tea For Two 10/1
2. Cue Card 2/1F
Jockey: L Kelly
Trainer: N Williams
 
3.25 Betway Aintree Hurdle
1. Buveur D’Air 4/9F
2. My Tent Or Yours 8/1
Jockey: B Geraghty
Trainer: N Henderson
 

4.05 Randox Health Foxhunters’ Chase
1. Dineur 16/1
2. Balnaslow 7/1
3. Big Fella Thanks 40/1
Jockey: Mr J King
Trainer: M Bowen
 
4.40 Betway Red Rum Handicap Chase
1. Double W’S 8/1
2. Theinval 15/2
3. Bun Doran 6/1F
Jockey: B Hughes
Trainer: M Jefferson
 
5.15 Goffs Open National Hunt Flat Race
1. Dame Rose 14/1
2. Oscar Rose 20/1
3. Petticoat Tails 9/2F
Jockey: A Cawley
Trainer: R Hobson

Going: Good
Weather: Cloudy and dry
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AINTREE FESTIVAL REVIEW

Friday April 7th
The morning presented the racegoer 
with slate grey skies similar to those of 
the day before, so foolishly I left the sun 
cream in the car. Ten minutes before 
the first race the skies cleared to reveal 
a beautiful warm and sunny afternoon 
– how my anglo saxon skin suffered. 
Similar problems were to afflict the tens of 
thousands who came for Ladies Day, not 
that anyone cared as the sunshine added 
to the buzz of a great afternoon’s racing.

Having spent the morning with the jockeys 
at Alder Hey hospital it was fitting to see the 
first race sponsored by Alder Hey. The winner 
was Rather Be and presented Nicky Henderson 
with the first of his two winners on the day. His 
second winner really should go in your note 
books as a serious prospect for next years’ Gold 
Cup. Mite Bite won the Mildmay Novices’ Chase 
by two lengths to stablemate Whisper, but it 
was the manner of the victory that was so eye 
catching. He jumped beautifully throughout and 
was given a kindly ride by Nico de Boinville who 
used only hands and heels over the last two 
fences. When Whisper challenged, Might Bite 
readily found more and Nico reported that his 
horse was always doing just enough to repel the 
challenge. The two Henderson horses finished 
20 lengths clear of the third horse. He may be 
a touch bonkers, but there is a touch of the 
brilliant as well and he’s likely to prove a leading 
player in 2017-18.

Henderson’s double was trumped by an 
outrageous 4,334/1 treble by Colin Tizzard. 
The midas touch of Robbie Power delivered 
in the first instance on Pingshou at 16/1 in 

the novice hurdle then again on Fox Norton 
in the Melling Chase by a commanding six 
lengths. These victories were merely the 
warm up act for Colin Tizzard to nail the 
treble in the unlikely shape of Ultragold who 
took the Topham at 50/1 with some beautiful 
bold jumping over the National fences.

The Worlds End gave Adrian Heskin his 50th 
winner of the season in the Doombar Hurdle, 
this was a fine performance following his heavy 
fall when two out and travelling well in the 
Albert Bartlett at Cheltenham. Next season he 
will step up to novice chasing and could be one 
to follow.

The closing race of the day proved very 
emotional for Richard Woollacott who trained 
the winner Lalor under a great ride by Richard 
Johnson. The previous Saturday Woollacott lost 
a great friend in 57 year old James McNeile who 
was killed when riding his horse Kayley at Larkhill 
point to point. “It has been a tough week, the 
worst week of my life” said the trainer.

Steve Ennis 

1.40 Alder Hey Children’s Charity  
Handicap Hurdle
1. Rather Be 10/1
2. Dream Berry 8/1C
3. Geordie Des Champs 12/1
4. Thomas Campbell 8/1C
Jockey: J McGrath
Trainer: N Henderson
 
2.20 Crabbie’s Top Novices’ Hurdle
1. Pingshou 16/1
2. Mount Mews 9/4J
3. The Unit 7/1
Jockey: R Power
Trainer: C Tizzard
 
2.50 Betway Mildmay Novices’ Chase
1. Might Bite 8/13F
2. Whisper 9/4
Jockey: N de Boinville
Trainer: N Henderson
 
3.25 JLT Melling Chase
1. Fox Norton 4/1
2. Sub Lieutenant 100/30F
3. Traffic Fluide 14/1
Jockey: R Power
Trainer: C Tizzard
 

4.05 Randox Health Topham  
Handicap Chase
1. Ultragold 50/1
2. Katnap 22/1
3. Portrait King 66/1
4. O O Seven 14/1
Jockey: H Cobden
Trainer: C Tizzard

4.40 Doom Bar Sefton Novices’ Hurdle
1. The Worlds End 3/1
2. Beyond Conceit 9/1
3. Debece 11/1
Jockey: A Heskin
Trainer T George
 
5.15 Weatherbys Open National Hunt  
Flat Race
1. Lalor 33/1
2. Enniscoffey Oscar 18/1
3. Western Ryder 6/1
Jockey: R Johnson
Trainer: R Woollacott

Going: Good
Weather: Sunburn, due to leaving the sun 
cream in the car.

Ladies day proved a hit once again in the fine 
sunny weather

Mite Bite might be a serious 
contender in the 2018 Cheltenham 
Gold CupThe Worlds End (11) tracks the field as they head out for their final circuit
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AINTREE FESTIVAL REVIEW
Saturday April 8th
Recall if you will Sunday March 12 and the 
Festival Preview at the Centaur, do you 
remember Joe Tizzard’s words in relation 
to Sizing Codelco?

“We think he’s the best handicapped horse of 
the week and he has a great chance.” History 
was to prove otherwise, but the wider picture 
was the Tizzard horses had a quiet Festival. By 
3.40pm on Saturday Robbie Power was on a four 
timer having won impressively on Pingshou, 
Fox Norton and Finian’s Oscar. What’s more the 
handicap “good thing” had been dropped a 
pound further in the weights, and duly romped 
to a 13 length victory.

Finian’s Oscar had been the ante post favourite 
for the Neptune at around 9/4, but missed 
the race due to a minor setback. He looked 
extremely good value at 3/1 for a yard in top 
form. As Robbie Power commented afterwards 
“It’s just raw ability that got him through 
today….he’s just very, very good.” By the time 
of Sizing Codelco’s victory Alan and Ann Potts 
along with Robbie Power must have felt they 
could walk on water if they fancied it. For Colin 
Tizzard he blithely commented “a couple of days 
ago we were on the cold list, but that’s racing 
for you.”

A sell-out crowd of 70,000 sweltered in the heat 
and you feared for the welfare of the horses in 
the Grand National in such conditions. Aintree 
wisely decided that horse welfare was the 
priority concern …..John Baker and his team 
did a great job and the best news was each of 
the 40 horses and riders came home safely. Not 

only was this good news, but every horse that 
competed over the whole Festival went home 
safely – that’s a fabulous achievement and 
great news for sport as a whole. Lucinda Russell 
carried the torch for Scotland as One For Arthur 
became only the second winner to come from 
north of the border.

Beyond the National there were breakthrough 
wins for Anthony Honeyball with Fountains 
Windfall and Seamus Mullins with Chesterfield. 
But even the big guns were relieved to get on 
the board. Alan King found the right distance 
for Yanworth as he handled three miles with 
aplomb, a novice chase season beckons. For 
Paul Nicholls it was another challenging Festival. 
He had arrived hoping to throw down a late 
challenge to Nicky Henderson but drew a 
blank over the first two days. By the time San 
Benedeto won the Maghull Novices Chase 
on the Saturday it brought a 0 wins from 50 
sequence at the Aintree Festival to an end. 

After taking 19 races at the Cheltenham Festival 
it was remarkable that the Irish didn’t take a 
single race at Aintree, with most keeping their 
powder dry for Punchestown. With Messrs 
Elliott and Mullins set to throw the kitchen sink 
at the Irish Championship we’ve guaranteed 
excitement to follow over the water at the third 
of the Spring Festivals. If it produces half the 
drama of the first two Festivals it will be another 
classic.

Well done Aintree……over to you Punchestown!

Steve Ennis

1.45 Gaskells Handicap Hurdle
1. Fountains Windfall 11/1
2. No Comment 5/1
3. Dadsintrouble 16/1
4. No Hassle Hoff 4/1F
Jockey: D Noonan
Trainer: A Honeyball
 
2.25 Betway Mersey Novices’ Hurdle
1. Finian’s Oscar 3/1F
2. Captain Forez 14/1
3. Messire Des Obeaux 7/2
Jockey: R Power
Trainer: C Tizzard
 
3.00 Doom Bar Maghull Novices’ Chase
1. San Benedeto 4/1
2. Forest Bihan 6/1
Jockey: N Scholfield
Trainer: P Nicholls
 
3.40 Betway handicap Chase
1. Sizing Codelco 10/1
2. Rightdownthemiddle 16/1
3. Starchitect 5/1
4. Potters Legend 9/2F
Jockey: R Power
Trainer: C Tizzard

4.20 Ryanair Stayers Liverpool Hurdle
1. Yanworth  9/4F
2. Supasundae  5/1
3. Snow Falcon  9/1
Jockey:  B Geraghty
Trainer:  A King
 
5.15 Randox Health Grand national
1. One For Arthur  14/1
2. Cause Of Causes  16/1
3. Saint Are  25/1
4. Blaklion  8/1F
Jockey:  D Fox
Trainer:  L Russell
 
6.15 Pinsent Masons Conditional Handicap 
Hurdle
1. Chesterfield  8/1
2. Chieftain’s Choice  16/1
3. Zalvados  16/1
4. Raise A Spark  50/1
Jockey:  D Sansom
Trainer:  S Mullins

Going: Good
Weather: Scorchio with azure blue skies

Sizing Codelco and Finian’s Oscar ensured Robbie Power and Colin Tizzard took top jockey and top trainer 
honours at Aintree
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probably be seen at the Deauville sales in France 
or Tattersalls in Newmarket.

Then all the rest of our horses get turned out 
into lush green fields by the sea and have a well 
earned rest until mid July.

At present all the staff are busy steam cleaning 
the stables then repainting and creosoting 
everything and general maintenance around 
the yard's.

The two all-weather surfaces are topped up 
and all the fences and hurdles are repaired or 
replaced to make them perfect again. 

We hope to find some time for ourselves for 
a couple of weeks in July and August, before 
looking forward to really getting going again 
and hopefully another great season.

Philip and Sarah Hobbs 
Sandhill Racing Ltd, Sandhill Racing Stables, 
Bilbrook, Minehead, Somerset, TA24 6HA  
T: 01984 640366  
F: 01984 641124  
M: 07860 729795 
www.pjhobbs.com | pjhobbs@pjhobbs.com

Not only was the weather great for us in 
March, but our horses also thrived with 
the wonderful warmth and we finished the 
month with sixteen winners.

We started well in April with Tom Cheesman's 
surprise win on St. Saviour at Stratford on April 
Fools Day! 

Defi Du Seuil has sparkled again when winning 
at Aintree after his magnificent win in the 
Triumph Hurdle, making it seven wins from 
seven runs and he is still only four years old. 

On April 8 we celebrated our 100th winner 
of the season at Chepstow with Resolution 
Bay ridden by Micheal Nolan. We were all so 
delighted as it was Micheal's first ride back 
having had three months off with a broken 
collarbone.

The Grand National never lets us down and 
what a story we got again. Lucinda Russell 
became only the second winning trainer 
from Scotland along with her partner Peter 
Scudamore, ten times champion jockey who 
never won it, although his father did and I'm 
sure his son Tom will soon. What a great team 
Lucinda and Peter make.

Northern trainers have struggled since the 
days of W.A. Stephenson, Jimmy Fitzgerald and 
Gordon Richards, as nowadays the big money 
from owners seems to stay with southern 
trainers which gives them a huge advantage.

We now only have two festivals left to look 
forward to, Punchestown and Perth and 
unfortunately they clash. Philip usually goes to 
Punchestown and I go to Perth and then we 
meet up again at the week-end, for two days at 
Sandown with the last day of the season being 
on April 29.

It is always good to try and get a winner on the 
first day of the 2017/18 season at either Kempton 
or Warwick on May 1, so we will do our best to 
keep the winners flowing.

At this time of year we try to sort out and sell 
the horses that are not good enough or are 
badly handicapped. Some are sold privately 
but most go to the Doncaster sales late in May, 
where we also buy unbroken three year olds. 
We also target the Land Rover sales or Derby 
sales in Ireland during June then in July we will 

PHILIP & 
SARAH HOBBS
COLUMN

There is still much to look forward to at Punchestown, Perth and Sandown before the 
season ends
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Defi Du Seuil made it a magnificent seven wins in a 
row at Aintree

St. Saviour got April off to a great start with his eight 
length win at Stratford for Tom Cheesman

Winner number 100 of the season came from 
Micheal Nolan on Resolution Bay at Chepstow
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Following on from the sale at Cheltenham 
the mare Maire Banrigh has gone 
to Dan Skelton and the gelding The 
Dellercheckout has gone to Paul Nicholls. 
Both horses are doing very well with their 
initial training but will not run this season. 
It will be something to look forward to 
next season.

The Aintree meeting started for us with Neptune 
Collonges making his annual visit to see the 
children at Alder Hey Hospital. The children 
look forward to the visit and the jockeys give 
the occasion great support. "Nipper" has a great 

temperament and the children love giving him 
polo’s. There was a great turn out of doctors, 
nurses and children and the jockeys find the 
time to visit the children in the wards. " Nipper" 
stayed up at Aintree and it is always very nice to 
see him parade before the Grand National.

We had four horses entered on the Saturday 
of the Grand National Aux Ptits Soins, Captain 
Forez, Politologue and Brio Conte of the Gi Gi 
partnership. I was very pleased with two of the 
performances although it was a disappointing 
end to the very good performance of 
Politologue when he was going to win his 

race with a great jump at the last with a good 
landing only then after one stride appeared to 
trip up and crash to the ground.

Although I was very disappointed in missing 
out with a good prize the most important 
thing was the horse was none the worse for 
the experience. I know the ground staff at 
Aintree went to check the ground to ensure it 
was safe but it was just an unfortunate incident 
that you have to accept as part of racing. The 
performance of Captain Forez was outstanding. 
To finish second in a grade one race was a 
great performance and we are very pleased 
that he has retained his novice status for next 
year. The Captain is 17.2 hands and it will take 
another two years before he has fully matured 
and then he will go over fences. Aux Ptits Soins 
was disappointing and we have to find out 
the reasons. He looked superb in the parade 
ring but the problems he has had in the last 
three seasons seem to be having an effect. 
It is possible he may go to Ayr. It was Nicky 
Henderson who said that you do not know how 

a horse has come out of Cheltenham until you 
run them at Aintree. So with Brio Conte I felt his 
performance was not as good as the race he ran 
at Kempton the day after the Gold Cup although 
this was a more competitive race. He is going to 
be a very good chaser and we look forward to 
seeing him go over fences next season.

I felt very sorry for Trevor Hemmings who 
had the disappointment of seeing Vicente 
come down at the first fence in the National. It 
appeared that he was obstructed by another 
horse and the fall was inevitable. He is in good 
order and the plan I understand is to go for the 
Scottish National.

We can now look forward to next season with 
our horses coming home for the May grass but 
only after we have been to Ayr where the Gi Gi 
partnership hope to run Vivaldi Collonges in the 
Scottish National and Gibbes Bay in a Novice 
Hurdle and you may see Aux Ptits Soins as well.

John Hales

A luckless Sam Twiston-Davies is thrown to the ground as Politologue tripped having cleared the last and 
looking like the winner of the Maghull Novices Chase

JOHN HALES
COLUMN

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

Vivaldi Collonges and Gibbes Bay will both head to Ayr where they won last season
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Is it me or is the Grand National meeting 
just a lot more fun? It’s probably me, as 
working in the heart of Cheltenham during 
the Festival brings a certain pressure, 
but Aintree allows my colleagues and I to 
enjoy the action with a relaxed attitude. 
In previous years we’ve emerged from the 
Festival battered and bruised and in need 
of some good results, but this year we 
were looking to protect what we’d banked 
so far.

As ever the meeting produced the usual mix 
of head scratchers and more gettable winners. 
I usually find that it’s best to forget about 80% 
of what you’ve seen at the Festival, it can be a 
minefield for punters hence why it’s usually such 
a profitable meeting for bookmakers.

In the ‘20% category’ this year were Buveur 

D’Air and Defi Du Seuil, who backed up their 
Cheltenham exploits with victories on day one. 
Both were long odds on, and both were perhaps 
not as impressive as they were at Prestbury Park, 
but it’s been a long season for both and they 
got the job done. It will be fascinating to see 
if owner JP McManus keeps them apart next 
season, could Buveur go back over fences or will 
Defi take that route? Plenty of chunky doubles 
on these in my shops, but the damage was 
limited by other favourites getting turned over.

Striking a blow for the head scratchers were 
Flying Angel and Tea For Two, although in truth 
that’s probably a little unfair. Flying Angel was 
nearly brought down at Cheltenham and had 
no chance after that (I backed him that day and 
am pleased to say I kept the faith this time!), and 
we all know what happened to Tea For Two in 
the Gold Cup. Top Notch and Cue Card failing to 
justify favouritism in these events ensured day 
one went the way of us bookies. 

It was a similar mixed bag for the second day, 
Might Bite, The Worlds End and Fox Norton 
kept their form from Cheltenham, but SPs of 
16/1, 33/1 and 50/1 elsewhere on the card were 
harder to find. Fox Norton was the star of the 
show, he seemed to relish the step up in trip 
and could be really exciting for three miles next 
year. He could even clash with Might Bite in the 
King George, throw in Yorkhill and the returning 
Thistlecrack and we could have a race to savour. 
Only a National Hunt fan could be looking 
forward to Christmas at Easter time.

On to the main event then, The 2017 Grand 
National. At this time of year I get a lot of friends 
and family sympathising with how terrible it 
must be to work in a betting shop this day, well 
that couldn’t be further from the truth. In my 
experience all the colleagues I’ve worked with 
down the years love 
the day, it’s a special 
atmosphere in our 
shops and we relish 
the spotlight the race 
gives our industry. Of 
course technology 
has made the day 
so much easier for 
us, I suspect any old school shop staff reading 
this who remember two part slips and manual 
settling are scoffing at my enthusiasm for the 
day. These days we are up to date when the race 
starts, can enjoy the drama with our customers, 
then pay-out before the winner has even been 
hosed down.

They’d have needed hosing down too, as it was 
a beautifully sunny day. This didn’t help ITVs 
viewing figures but it benefits the footfall in 
betting shops. All of my shops were busier than 
last year, it’s fair to say the once a year punter is a 
fair weather one.

The result was probably a break-even one for us, 
One For Arthur was popular at 14/1, probably 

the addition of a ‘name’ helping to win support. 
On no other day during the year do these things 
matter. The places were popular too, perhaps 
even more so in my part of the world. Causes Of 
Cause is a multiple Festival winner, Saint Are and 
Blaklion are not trained far from Cheltenham, 

so they had plenty 
of backers too. A 
fabulous race with 
fabulous winning 
connections, it 
would have been 
ever better if my 
selections had of 
made it past the first 

circuit.

The days may be getting longer but the light is 
well and truly fading on the 2016/2017 National 
Hunt season. But don’t despair, we still have the 
Irish and Scottish Nationals, Cheltenham’s April 
meeting and the Punchestown Festival to come. 
The Irish jamboree should be a cracker, as it was 
clear that Mr Mullins and Mr Elliott were holding 
back the big guns for that meeting with an 
eye on the Trainers Championship. Britains Got 
Talent may be back on our TV screens soon, but I 
think we’ll see in the next few weeks that Ireland 
has plenty of talent of its own.

Adam Hurley

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

The 1-2-3 and 4 in the National were all popular in 
my shops – a fabulous race for fabulous winning 
connections

Only a National Hunt fan 
could be looking forward 

to Christmas at Easter time

Britain’s Got Talent, but we might see plenty in Ireland later this month as Willie Mullins and Gordon Elliott go 
into battle at Punchestown
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by the assistant trainer’s wife, Sophie Upton.

Then on Monday April 4, Westy won again easily 
under Aidan Coleman at Kempton. There were 
even more owners there than last time and it felt 
like a massive race leading her into the winner’s 
enclosure with everyone cheering and clapping. 
Once again, Westy 
stood like a statue 
and did not mind 
the fuss – what an 
uncomplicated, 
well behaved mare 
she is. I have loved 
taking her racing 
and there are not many horses out there who 
can win three times in ten days.

Due to racing at Taunton, I missed out on the 
coverage created by Radio Five Live, though 
being media-shy I was quite happy to hide. There 
were interviews with lots of staff, Sophie gave a 
lesson on the mechanical horse and of course 
there were lots of atmospheric hoof-beats.

Having two runners in the first race, I went up 
to Aintree on the Saturday. Lisa Berry (wife to 
head lad, Alan) and I left early with a transporter 
with Holywell and 2010 Grand National winner 
Don’t Push It, who weaves and frets and sweats 
his way through every journey he partakes (be it 
only annually now in April to parade before the 

National). I also had 
Doesyourdogbite 
(Gromit) running in 
the same race, but 
had already decided 
to lead up Holywell as 
he was getting older. 

Yet, I still plaited Gromit for Flo Willis, who had 
More Of That in the National itself and was just 
pleased to be kept busy. Bara Ponická was there 
for Taquin du Seuil later on in the stayers’ and she 
got a spare lead up in the first in Forthefunofit 
(Funny). Jonjo Junior rode my lad, who had had 
his usual blinkers swapped for fluffy cheek pieces 
and the low weight made us hopeful, but it was 
all in vain. Holywell pranced round the paddock 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

A few days after the Festival, Minella Rocco 
went back for his holidays in Ireland. The 
rumour mill must have been churning as I 
received a few messages asking if he was 
injured. Yet, he was totally sound, having 
come out of Cheltenham well and fresh. 
After coming second in the Gold Cup, he 
simply deserved a break – after all, he is 
only seven and a giant and had earned 
some time off.

Well Sharp, nicknamed Sharpie, went home on 
the same lorry – he has been in training this 
season and even had a racecourse gallop, but 
his legs were too fragile to stand and will retire 
with JP McManus’ other champions. I will miss 
his beautiful face and regret never having led 

him up, but I will not miss him to brush!

Our new identity cards came into issue at the 
beginning of April. The former “stable passes” 
now seem primitive in comparison: passport 
photos stuck onto a laminated card with the 
trainer’s details on a separate piece of card. 
These have been modernised into plastic credit 
cards, with your photo, name, trainer and a 
barcode. I was a little disappointed that the BHA 
security men did not beep us into the stables, 
as the horses are when their microchips are 
scanned at the gate. I have been informed that it 
will be introduced over the next couple of years, 
which led to jokes of stable staff having barcode 
tattoos or microchips! Even though it sounds 
similar to a dark future novel, it portrays how the 
BHA is always innovative.

On the day I first used my new ID, at Taunton 
on March 30, Timeforwest won for the second 
time in four days. She had given racing school 
recruit Leah Burnet her first ever winner, at 
Market Rasen on the Monday. On the Thursday, 
I trundled off to a sunny Taunton and had a 
brilliant day. ‘Westy’ is not the biggest but has 
the will to succeed. She had been waiting for 
the better ground, having not liked it soft in the 
winter and gave her owners, The Jockey Club 
South West Syndicate, a fun day out. There was 
a massive crowd of syndicate members around 
her and she received many pats, for which 
she accepted gracefully and stood like a lady. 
Everyone was so lovely and complimentary, it 
was heart warming. At home, Westy is looked 
after by yardie Mada Papainog and ridden daily 

what an uncomplicated, 
well behaved mare she is

More Of That gives an exclusive interview for the Radio 5 live team who visited the yard

Grand National day was to prove the last time I got to lead 
up Holywell as he has now been retired back to Ireland
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but did not wish to know in the race. Funny ran 
really well to finish fifth and Gromit found it all too 
much to come second last!

Lisa and I left at 2:45 so did not watch the 
National, only being able to listen to it via Radio 
Five Live. It was an odd experience, listening to a 
race and only hearing More Of That mentioned 
once, and also trying to follow via the Racing 
Post app! One For Arthur was a worthy winner 
and news later filtered through that ‘Morey’ was 
perfectly well and 
had run a blinder.

I had had an inkling 
that I would not 
lead Holywell up 
again as he is now 
retired. He won a 
load of races for his 
former grooms Ganga Singh and Kate Hanson, 
including two at the Festival and one at Aintree 
and was one of the best novice chasers in the 
past few seasons. When Kate left in the summer 
of 2015, I started looking after him, always felt a 
pride in doing him and taking him racing. He is 

always such a cheeky character, broncing and 
bucking and squealing his way through lots. 
Most of the time he was ridden in races by his 
old friend Richie McLernon, who won two at the 
Festival on him. Holywell (or Holy Moly as I called 
him) is going to retire in Ireland back to Richie’s 
family, for his sister to compete him in showing. I 
cannot thank Richie enough for sorting out such 
an honourable and joyful retirement.

I never looked after Holywell for any of his wins 
but he gave me 
some brilliant days: 
he took me to a 
Grand National and 
a Hennessy, two big 
races I had never 
led up in before. 
He has been a little 

legend and I will miss him a lot. At one point, I 
was looking after three horses who were ten-
years-old and it is not hard to see that, for any of 
them, retirement is looming.

The following day we had five runners at Market 
Rasen. Cake de L’Isle won his first race for us, as 

He took me to the big time 
and gave me the most 

amazing day in March 2010

Imperial Commander provided a day never to forget on March 19 2010

Timeforwest with her happy syndicate owners after three wins in ten days

did Sigurd (nicknamed Siggy by his groom Klara 
Ptackova) and then A Little Magic won over 
fences. On a lonesome but victorious trip to Ffos 
Las, Michelle Marsh took her beloved Upswing 
and he won by a mere nostril. We were laughing 
when saddling, saying the pressure was on my 
Lost Legend, who calmly pricked his ears and 
did not look under much pressure! He finished 
third of four but, like Holywell at the Festival, had 
lost a hind shoe, stamping on the toe clip. Ledgy 
was very sore and needed a thick bandage; yet, 
all the pain was worth it when on Monday, he 
was allowed to go out in the field to encourage 
him to walk on it. Every day since, he has been 
out in a small paddock, his sore hoof forgotten; 
the pain definitely worth the privilege of going 
out in the sunshine.

Imperial Commander 2001-2017
During evening stables on April 7, I was shocked 
and saddened to hear of the death of Imperial 
Commander, the 2010 Cheltenham Gold Cup 
winner. At 16, he was relatively young to die, 

having retired in 2013 to the Ross family in 
Country Antrim. Kevin Ross had purchased him 
as a store and trained him to win his point-to-
point for the syndicate owners, Our Friends in 
the North. His wife Anna had latterly successfully 
showed him in retrained racehorse classes, 
coming second in the prestigious class at Dublin 
horse show.

I had looked after Nelson for six seasons, 
shortening the nickname to Nelly over time. He 
won me eight races, six of which were round 
Cheltenham, including a Paddy Power, a Ryanair 
and the Gold Cup and also a Betfair Chase at 
Haydock. He really was my hero – a big, plain 
bay with long ears and scarred, knobbly knees 
– and I will never forget those days. He took me 
to the big time and gave me the most amazing 
day in March 2010, which was beyond all my 
dreams as a groom.

Rest in Peace Nelly – thank you for the memories.

Jo Collinson
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I wasn’t quite sure if my monthly 
rendezvous with Liam Treadwell would 
happen this month. I was uncertain if 
Liam had been discharged from hospital 
in Liverpool following his crunching fall 
on Bright New Dawn in the Topham Chase 
on the second day of the Aintree meeting, 
writes Steve Ennis. By now I should have 
learned that jockeys are made of sterner 
stuff than the rest of the human race, not 
only had Liam been discharged, he was 
there on the Saturday to the watch the 
Grand National.

Our meeting took place in our usual local 
watering hole and I kicked off with the 
obvious question;

How are you mate?
I’m fine thanks! Liam then proceeded to show 
me a re-run of the Topham off his phone with 
the following commentary…. we were bowling 
down to the first and he simply didn’t pick up, 
he planted me head first into the ground, my 
nose exploded and I took a nasty whack on my 
left kidney. The screens went up and the race 
was diverted around me. They took me off to 
Fazackerley hospital which is right by Aintree 
and they found I had lacerations on my lung and 
internal damage to my kidney. Pretty quickly 
they determined I was crocked and the words 
“you’re not riding tomorrow” told me my Grand 
National meeting was over for 2017.

 I called Venetia to let her know and they kept 
me up all night doing tests every two hours to 
ensure the internal injuries were in check.

By the morning, they checked me out again 
and let me go, so I spent the day at Aintree with 
Emily and a few friends who’d made the journey 
up for the meeting. I’ve been at Oaksey House 
today and should be back in a couple of weeks.

Before your Bright New Dawn fall you’d 
been having a great run of winners?
That’s right, I’ve just had my best ever March 
where I was on the hot list for three weeks, I 
peaked at 40% at one point and the winners 
were coming thick and fast. This included two 
more Saturday winners, I had Optimistic Bias 
at Uttoxeter then was surprised to see ITV at 
Kelso, but this coincided with me winning nicely 

on Yala Enki who’s made real progress, he’s 
probably the best horse at Venetia’s at present 
and I’d expect there’s still more to come from 
him next season.

What were your thoughts on the Aintree 
Festival?
It was great to see the northern trainers do 
well at the Festival. It wasn’t really any surprise 
to see One For Arthur win the Grand National 
after he had won the Betfred Classic at Warwick 
in January. That was over 3m5f and proved he 
could jump, stay and travel. It was nice to see 
him win in the manner he did as well. Jumping 
Becher’s the second time he 
only had half a dozen horses 
behind him but Derek Fox 
hunted him round and even 
turning for home from two 
out he still had ten horses 
to pick off. It was a lovely 
waiting ride and nice to 
see. I was also really chuffed 
for Alain Cawley who had 
a winner on the first day 
after his long spell off with 
injury. I guess it was a shade 
disappointing that the Irish 
didn’t send to many over, but 
this gave more of the English 
trainers a chance to get a 

winner on the board. Punchestown should be 
interesting with Mullins and Elliott having a right 
go at the Irish Championship.

Away from Aintree I should give a mention 
to Michael Scudamore who’s having his best 
season yet. He’s had 25 winners with a strike rate 
over 20%. He’s just put in another horse walker 
and his numbers could go up considerably from 
the 30 he has in the yard at the moment. Watch 
out for him moving up the trainers league table 
next season.

Liam Treadwell

Yala Enki at Kelso was followed by Optimistic Bias at Uttoxeter for two televised Saturday winners in a row

After 5½ months off with injury is was great to see 
Alain Cawley win on Dame Rose at Aintree

Michael Scudamore has had a great 2016-17 and is gearing up for 
expansion next season
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The post-Festival ‘slack water’ period has 
seen little activity on the Tipster racing 
scene. Consequently, it will come as no 
surprise that little has changed on the 
leaderboard since Gold Cup Day.

With no competition horses declared to run 
on 31 March, and with just three horses scoring 
points in the past two weeks, it is possible to 
confirm the following March winners.

Jamie Sharp, in scoring a further 10pts since 
the Festival with his ‘D’ entry, manages to grab 
the overall lead with a total of 485pts. Our 
congratulations and the £10 monthly prize go 
to Jamie. 

Please note: ALL prizes will be paid out at the 
end of the competition.

Pos Name Current Month Total
1 JAMIE SHARP D 180 485
2 STEVE TAYLOR D 150 475
3 KEITH APPLETON B 140 440
4 PHIL BRADLEY A 85 430
5 GILLIAN WALKER D 120 425
6= STEVE HEARLE E 140 420
6= DIANNE WESTON B 120 420
8= KEITH APPLETON A 110 410
8= ALAN WELLSTEED A 160 410
10= KRIS BYERS C 130 400
10= DIANNE WESTON D 110 400

Similar to last month, the top scoring entry for 
March falls to the overall competition leader, 
Jamie Sharp, for whom his 180pts total declared 
him the clear winner of an additional £10 prize.

Well done, Jamie, a notable ‘double’!

Pos Name March Total
1 JAMIE SHARP D 180
2= MARY ROGERS A 160
2= ALAN WELLSTEED A 160
4 STEVE TAYLOR D 150

Please don’t forget that you can track the status 
of your entries on-line by accessing www.
ctcrc.co.uk, selecting ‘MENU’ and then ‘Tipsters 
Competition’.

If you have any questions about your entry, or 
its status, please contact Tony Coleman either 
on 07795 146242 or by e-mail at  
tonyandles@aol.com.

TIPSTER COMPETITION
APRIL UPDATE

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 2nd May 2016 – 29th April 
2017

(Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings  
(up to and including 7th April 2017)
1st  Ryan Hatch  197 pts
2nd  Jamie Bargary  194 pts
3rd  Harry Cobden  191 pts
4th  David Noonan  172 pts
5th  Stan Sheppard  166 pts
6th  Charlie Deutsch  159 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This 
award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD

This month’s question for the chance to 
win two entry tickets for any meeting of 
your choice, except feature racedays, at 
Chepstow racecourse is given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded a 
voucher which can be redeemed for entry ticket 
badges direct with the racecourse office.

Due to holiday commitments, the winner of the 
March competition will be announced in the 
next edition of the Club magazine.

The question for the April competition is:
On what date is Chepstow featuring the 
Dunraven Bowl this year?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 5 May 2017 at: 14 Ridge Green, Shaw, 
West Swindon, SN5 5PU alternatively, e-mail him 
at tonyandles@aol.com

NB: Please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry.

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION
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This time of year is really enjoyable for 
the team at Cheltenham. We still have 
The April Meeting and Hunter Chase 
evening to look forward to before we 
conclude the 2016/17 season but the 
office is not working to the frantic pace 
that we experience through the winter 
and into The Festival.

We have now had time to reflect on this 
year’s Festival and have already undertaken 
two wash up meetings for the senior 
team – these will continue every month 
or so until the end of the year when they 
will then become more frequent (normally 

every two weeks or so) as we start The 
Festival build up again. They provide a 
great opportunity for all the senior team 
to feedback on various areas; what new 
initiatives were successful, what areas need 

improvement or didn’t quite work as we had 
hoped, opportunities for the future as well 
as looking at a report that is compiled from 
the feedback provided by our customers. 

Overall the week was a great success and 
we were delighted with how the four 
days panned out. Although some of the 
key horses from The Festival in 2016 were 
missing (all of the five championship race 
winners were either retired, injured or had 
died) – however there were some really 
special moments. Personally I felt the most 
impressive performance of the week for 
me was Un De Sceaux’s win in the Ryanair 
Chase – he dominated the race from start 
to finish and jumped with real fluency, 
plus what a day Thursday proved to be for 
Willie Mullins after Tuesday and Wednesday 
provided no winners.

It was certainly a week for the Irish, with 19 
Irish-trained winners (out of 28 races) and 
four out of the five Championship Races 
won by the Irish as well. Next year will be 
fascinating to see if they can come back 
with the same strength and firepower, I 
can’t see any reason why they wouldn’t.

I was delighted that Jessica Harrington won 

SOPHIA DALE 
COLUMN

On May 5 the Timico Mixed Open Gold Cup Final 
Hunters’ Steeple Chase will have prize money of 
£25,000

the Timico Cheltenham Gold Cup with 
Sizing John. He is obviously a quirky horse, 
and credit must go to Henry De Bromhead 
who has trained him up until this season. 

I hope that those of you that came racing 
over the four days enjoyed your visit to the 
course and managed to back a few winners!

We have The April Meeting coming up soon 
which is always a great way to round off the 
season proper before we host the Hunter 
Chase evening in May. This year the Hunter 
Chase Evening is on a Friday night, May 5 
with seven races to enjoy, including the 
Timico Mixed Open Gold Cup Final Hunters’ 
Steeple Chase, which the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup sponsor is involved with for the 
first time. The prize money for the race is 
£25,000, which is huge for a Hunter Chase, 
and we hope that the field sizes entered for 
it will reflect this.

On the Thursday of April we have four 
very special horses parading after racing 
to celebrate all the hard work that their 
grooms do, between the four horses 
their grooms have just under 100 years 
of experience under their belts. Charlotte 
Dujardin’s Valegro, William Fox Pitt’s Chilli 

Morning, Nicky Henderson’s Sprinter Sacre 
and Nick Skelton’s Big Star are joining force 
in what must be four of the most famous 
names across the equine sports. Not only 
that but we have the Pertemps Wilberry 
Champions Charity Race, as a one off, after 
racing, to raise money for Wilberry and 
the Bob Champion Cancer Trust. Wilberry 
was the icon for a young girl from the 
eventing world, Hannah Francis, who sadly 
passed away last summer from cancer. Four 
celebrities from the equine world – Sir Mark 
Todd, Ben Hobday, Tina Cook and Alice Fox 
Pitt (Plunkett) are taking part alongside eight 
amateur riders, so hopefully it will raise a 
huge amount for such worthwhile charities. 

Sophia Dale 

Remaining dates for the season;

Wednesday 19 & Thursday 20 April –  
The April Meeting, 

Friday 5 May – Hunter Chase Evening

www.cheltenham.co.uk

Don’t miss our April 20 meeting where Valegro, Chilli Morning, Sprinter Sacre and Big Star will all be paraded
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Steve Ennis writes; A lucky twist of fate 
provided an opportunity for me to spend 
the day at Gloucester Races and Country 
Fair on March 26.

My wife Kate designs and sells handmade 
jewellery and received an invitation 
to have a stall at the Country 
Fair. Being a dutiful husband I 
naturally offered to give Kate a 
lift, help her set her stand up, 
keep her happy with food and 
beverages... then enjoy a day 
racing!

Gloucester Races is the new name 
given to the Ledbury Hunt Point – To 

– Point, at Maisemore Park. The addition of 
the Country Fair was designed to attract more 
families and this appeared to work extremely 
well as the beautiful weather brought over 6,000 
visitors for a great day out.

There were a variety of different 
attractions and demonstrations to 

enjoy. The day began with a gun 
dog demonstration, which was 
followed by a falconry display all 
within the parade ring.

When the racing began it was the 
youngsters who led proceedings 

with three pony races for children 
aged between 9-15 years.

I was particularly impressed by Jessica Llewellyn, 
14, who rode Captain Hurricane to victory in the 
second race. Horse and rider looked very stylish 
as they cruised to victory by a distance.

There is a long tradition 
with Point – To – Point 
racing and the trophies 
being competed for 
were an outstanding 
array of silverware. 
However, this season, the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup 
Sponsors, Timico have 
introduced the Timico 
Mixed Open Gold Cup. 
As Sophia Dale reported 
in her column, the final 
of this series takes place 
at Cheltenham on May 5 
where a prize of £25,000 
is available to the winner.

The days feature race 
was a qualifier for the 
Timico Mixed Open 
Gold Cup. Philip Rowley’s horse Grandturgeon 
was a well fancied favourite but he had no 
answer to the speed of the Sam Dukes ridden 
Iberico who surged to victory. The first three 

home all qualified for the finale at Cheltenham 
and connections were suitably pleased at this 
prospect. 

Local owner Clive Bennet acknowledged 
afterwards that he had been 
trying for 20 years to win 
the race so was absolutely 
delighted. Sam Dukes the 
jockey reported his own 
delight suggesting this had 
been the target all season.

It was my first occasion as a 
visitor to Maisemore which 
is a mile or two outside 
Gloucester centre. The course 
is great for viewing and has 
a natural slope which offers 
the spectators a fantastic 
view of the racing. The whole 
day had a great relaxed feel 
about it and Kate reported 
brisk business at the country 
fair on her jewellery stand – 
we’ll both be back and would 

recommend it as a great day out for everyone.

Steve Ennis

GLOUCESTER RACES  
& COUNTRY FAIR

Remember the name….Jessica Llewellyn winner of 
the second Pony Race

Successful point to point owners need plenty of 
silver polish

Mr. Clive Bennet, owner, and jockey Sam Jukes pose for 
photos with the winner Iberico.

Valliant Creek (31) and Ice Cool Benny (red cap) are 
tracked by the winner Iberico on the first circuit



IMPERIAL COMMANDER  
GOLD CUP WINNER 2010


