
FINISH LINE
Cheltenham & Three Counties Race Club magazine 

MAY 2017

THE RACE OF THE SEASON



3

Where shall we begin with this  
months’ introduction?

Each September we approach a new 
season with renewed hopes and 
expectation, barely allowing ourselves to 
believe the forthcoming season can be as 
good as the last. By April 29 we were all 
able to reflect on another nine months of 
compelling drama that had delivered more 
than we dared to hope for.

In September 2016 who could have anticipated 
the season Colin Tizzard was about to enjoy? 
Thistlecrack and Native River literally stole the 
show in the period until the New Year and then 
came Trials Day at Cheltenham. Oliver Sherwood 
sent Many Clouds into battle and he and 
Thistlecrack gave us a race that all of us who saw 
it will never forget. Silence has never descended 
on Cheltenham as on that day.

And so to the Festival where the Irish completely 
stole the party. Their week illustrated a step 
change in power between the two countries, 
not only was Willie Mullins the man, but a new 
kid on the block, Gordon Elliott, had announced 
his arrival on the big stage, their battle was 
slugged out in glorious fashion until the last day 
of the season.

Back home, Nicky Henderson and Richard 
Johnson claimed the domestic Championships 
for trainer and jockey and our magazine 
this month captures that drama from the 
perspective of our columnists who again 
have brought us a unique insight over the 
rollercoaster season.

Special thanks go to Philip & Sarah Hobbs and to 
Liam Treadwell for their final columns within this 

months’ magazine, we’ve loved reading their 
stories and thoughts on their season. We hope 
to have all our other columnists back for you 
to enjoy from September with one or two new 
faces joining the team.

After four years as editor of the clubs magazine 
I’m passing the baton to Russell Neale who takes 
over the magazine editors role. Personally it has 
been an absolute privilege to have been given 
the role and there are too many people to thank 
individually, but I’ll name a few. I’ll begin with 
Phil Whitehouse who was the previous editor 
and gave me the opportunity in 2013. Club 
members Terry Poulson and Tony Coleman have 
helped with every magazine providing updates 
for the tipster competition and Richard Davis 
award, while Ian Scovell’s role as our graphic 
designer has been huge. Finally, I have to give a 
special mention to Kim Bailey, when I asked Kim 
to write for us I was selling an idea as we’d never 
had any columnists!

From that acorn came many more regular 
and guest columnists which led to meetings 
with trainers, jockeys, owners, and a host of 
fascinating people throughout the sport.

For me a summer of kayaking and sailing awaits 
on our nearby River Avon and I look forward to 
seeing you all at Worcester on May 26 for the 
club picnic and presentation to Harry Cobden of 
the Richard Davis award by the Davis family.

I wish you all a fantastic 
summer.

Enjoy the racing.

Steve Ennis

WELCOMECONTENTS
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Wait For Me gave Philip and Sarah Hobbs the final winner of the 2016-17 season at Sandown. 
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Antonia Lord writes; On the morning of 
April 23 I joined fellow club members on 
our stable visit to Dan Skelton’s yard on a 
lovely bright sunny morning through the 
winding lanes of Warwickshire. 

We were shown around by Lucinda Gould, 
racing secretary, and Tom Messenger, ex-jockey 
who is assistant trainer. They took us up the 
hill to the top of their deep sand gallop. At the 
bottom is a loop, here the horses walk round 
around for ten minutes warming up before 
ascending the hill, which is the highest in the 
area. The views from the top are tremendous, 
but sometimes it’s a bit windy and the rain can 
be horizontal up there. Lucinda recalled that 
one occassion Nick Luck was conducting an 
interview with Dan and the rain suddenly came 

down, whereupon they all looked as though 
they had had a bucket of water thrown over 
them. For really bad weather there is a wooden 
shed, which I noticed had a good stock of 
“Dad’s” homemade sloe gin and some whisky, 
purely for medicinal purposes I am sure. Most of 
the horses we saw were young, a few soon off 
for their first bumpers. Look out for Sangha River.

Back down the hill for a tour around the yard, 
where they have several new barns made from 
recycled plastic each with around 20 boxes 
each. The main yard has 74 horses when full, and 
the satellite a couple of fields away, has around 
35. One inhabitant there is a character called 
Captain Chaos who doesn’t like it in the main 
yard. Quite a few of the yard’s better known 
inmates had already disappeared off for their 

holidays, but there were still plenty of horses at 
home. More than normal for the time of year as 
at the time of writing, Harry was on 97 winners 
and wanted to get 100 this season, so there 
were entries all over the place for the coming 
week. As soon those three elusive winners were 
achieved holiday time was planned, for horses 
and staff!

Dan has some nice little additions to a few 
boxes, one has a heat lamp with the vibrating 
floor which is like having a massage. The horse 
in it certainly looked like he was enjoying 
himself. We looked at the spa, which is like a 
smallish metal box with holes in the bottom. 
Before he went off to Rio for the Olympics, Big 
Star went in every day in his effort to get fit.

We were even shown around “The Lodge”. This 

is staff accommodation conveniently placed 
in the yard for around 25, along with kitchen, 
gym, and common rooms. Dan is very particular 
about the yard being kept spotless, indeed at 
all times there seemed to be someone with a 
broom sweeping it.

The visit ended with a cuppa in a room full of 
lovely hats. This is a hat rental business Grace 
Skelton runs, and I saw a few I would love 
to wear. All in all, the perfect way to spend a 
Saturday morning. Many thanks to the Skelton 
yard for looking after us so well.

Antonia Lord

Dan finished the season with 118 
winners and 7th place in the trainers 
championship.

DAN SKELTON 
STABLE VISIT

The top of the gallops provided a perfect view of 
the horses and the Warwickshire countryside

Heat lamps and massaging vibrating floors are some of the extra facilities Dan’s horses enjoy at the 
Lodge Hill yard

The facilities at Lodge Hill are simply the best….good 
enough for a future Champion Trainer
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PUNCHESTOWN 
FESTIVAL
REVIEW

Tuesday April 25th 

Steve Ennis writes; Sometimes “the day 
job” just gets in the way and so it was this 
year as my intended trip to Punchestown 
was thwarted by work commitments.

Nevertheless, as you turn the page you’ll enjoy a 
superb first-hand account of the racing between 
the Wednesday and Saturday from our Clubs Co 
– Chair, Sarah Matthews.

The week’s back story was all about the battle 
for the Trainers Championship between Gordon 
Elliott and Willie Mullins. On the Tuesday, 
Gordon, who had led the table since Day one of 
the 2016-17 season was €400,000 ahead, both 
men were set to throw the proverbial kitchen 
sink at winning the prize, which was great news 
for the viewing public as the proceeding five 
days served up racing drama of the highest 
order.

By day five Willie had turned the tables by 
an incredible €600,000 to finish €200,000 
ahead and retain his title. Day one gave little 
indication of what lay ahead as the seven races 
were split between seven different trainers, 
one going to Elliott… Roaring Bull in the last 
on the flat, while Mullins nibbled into Gordon’s 
lead with a grade one success and €59,000 for 
the win on second string Cilaos Emery in the 
Champion Novice Hurdle.

You’d imagine Willie left the day feeling 
disappointment as Un Des Sceaux lost out to 
Fox Norton and €147,000 in the days feature race, 
The Boylesport Champion Chase. Fox Norton 
has really stamped his mark on the 2016-17 
season. Back in October he won at Cheltenham 
for Neil Mulholland, a month later he won the 
Shloer Chase, having moved to Colin Tizzard’s 
yard. A trip to Newbury in February saw him 
take second behind Altior, then second again 
in the Cheltenham Champion Chase behind 
Special Tiara. By now most horses would expect 
to be turned out for the summer but a Melling 
Chase win followed at Aintree and a final victory 
here….which was Colin Tizzard’s first at the 
Punchestown Festival. Enjoy your summer Fox 
Norton, you’ve thoroughly earned your break.

The final grade one of the day went to Noel 
Meade’s Disko in the Growise Champion Novice 
Chase by a comfortable five lengths. This was a 
very impressive victory and you’ll imagine Noel 
Meade is getting excited at having two genuine 
Gold Cup prospects for 2018 with Disko and 
Road To Respect.

The aforementioned work commitments meant 
I missed backing Enniskillen in the opener, not 
being there was ‘killen’ this Ennis.

Steve Ennis

3.40 Kildare Hunt Club Chase
1. Enniskillen 6/4F
2. Treo Eile 5/1
3. Blue Templar 12/1
Jockey Mr J Codd
Trainer P Maher
 
4.20 Herald Champion Novice Hurdle
1. Cilaos Emery 8/1
2. Melon 5/4F
3. Pingshou 9/1
Jockey David Mullins
Trainer W Mullins
 
4.55 Kilashee Handicap Hurdle
1. Western Boy 14/1
2. Light That 10/1
3. Adreamstillalive 8/1
Jockey J McGarvey
Trainer P Fahy
 
5.30 Boylesport Champion Chase
1. Fox Norton 5/2
2. Un Des Sceaux 10/11F
3. God’s Own 7/1
Jockey R Power
Trainer C Tizzard

 
6.05 Goffs Land Rover Bumper
1. Vision Des Flos 12/1
2. Hollowgraphic 7/1
3. Early Doors 6/4F
Jockey Mr D O’Connor
Trainer R Tyner
 
6.40 Growise Champion Novice Chase
1. Disko 13/8F
2. Anibale Fly 3/1
3. A Genie In Abottle 8/1
Jockey B Cooper
Trainer N Meade
 
7.15 Dooley Insurances Flat Race
1. Roaring Bull 25/1
2. The Butcher Said 11/2
3. Cornelius Sulla 7/1
Jockey Ms L O’Neill
Trainer G Elliott

Going: Good to yielding
Weather: Cloudy

Fox Norton thwarts Un Des Sceaux in the Champion Chase while Disko made all the right moves in the 
Champion Novice Chase.
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Wednesday April 26th
Sarah Matthews writes; On arrival in Ireland 
I spent a lovely morning at The Irish National 
Stud where I was lucky enough to time it 
right and get there when The Living Legends 
were doing their meet and greet. I went and 
had an up close and personal with my old 
mate from the Cheltenham gallops ‘The Fly’ 
who seems to have chilled out quite a bit and 
did not attempt to eat me.

I made my way to Punchestown which was easy to 
drive to and most importantly to park, with acres 
of parking and stewards directing you.

Being my first time there I was pleasantly surprised 
at the serene atmosphere for such a big meeting. 
The crowd was up 1,185 on the year before to 
19,366 but it still felt like a local meeting in England. 
I am amazed that more people do not pop across 
for the racing as it is so easy.

Ryan Treacy won the first race on the card with 
Magic of Light for Jessie Harrington and to say this 
jockey was happy was an understatement. He has 
thanked everyone on Facebook for their support 
and messages.

The second race saw a Mullins 1-2 but not in the 
order one would have expected. C’est Jersey and 
Paul Townend tracked the leaders to go on and 
win from Battleford and Ruby Walsh. This seemed 
to be a theme for Ruby of ‘Seconditis’.

The third race in my opinion was a win for 
Champagne Classic, Bryan Cooper and Gordon 
Elliott because Ruby Walsh gave Penhill too much 
to do in the closing stages. It may be O’Leary’s 
worst horse, as he quoted at Cheltenham, but it 
managed to win again. It was lovely to see Tin 

Soldier and Danny Mullins come home in third. 
Ruby was definitely not smiling at this second 
place.

The big race of the day was a cracker with both 
Coneygree (2 out) and Djakadam (the last) making 
mistakes which ‘allowed’ Sizing John to take the 
race. The battle to the line was what National Hunt 
is all about and the crowd’s reaction when they all 
came into the winners enclosure was amazing to 
witness.

Fayonagh made all under JJ Codd to win the 5th 
race and it was a pleasure to be there as the battle 
between Gordon Elliott and Willie Mullins started 
to really light up.

Robbie ‘Puppy’ Power did his magic to win the 6th 
for a very happy Colin Tizzard. This give Alan and 
Ann Potts a double on the day and it was lovely 
to see Ann Potts there in the winner’s enclosure 
in her wheelchair... Health and Safety were not in 
evidence at this point.

Minutestomidnight won the last with JJ Codd on 
board beating Mystic Theatre and the soon to be 
hero Patrick Mullins.

I managed to have a quick chat with quite a few 
of the stable lads and lasses that I knew and to say 
they were relaxed at Punchestown says how well 
loved and organised this meeting is.

There were big screens to view the racing on, 
stalls for food and drink all with very small queues 
and the extra 10 euro’s to get into the Reserved 
Enclosure was worth it. The longest queue was for 
the atm and I would imagine that all the cash went 
back to the racecourse on alcohol... happy drinkers 
they were as well.

Sarah Matthews

3.40 Martinstown Opportunity Series Final 
Handicap Hurdle
1. Magic Of Light 11/1
2. Blast Of Koeman 13/2
3. A Rated 16/1
4. Fridaynightlights 5/1F
Jockey R Treacy
Trainer J Harrington
 
4.20 Louise Fitzgerald Hotel Hurdle
1. C’est Jersey 7/1
2. Battleford 6/4F
3. Burgas 10/1
Jockey P Townend
Trainer W Mullins
 
4.55 Irish Daily Mirror Novice Hurdle
1. Champagne Classic 14/1
2. Penhill 2/1F
3. Tin Soldier 8/1
Jockey B Cooper
Trainer G Elliott
 
5.30 Coral Punchestown Gold Cup
1. Sizing John 9/10F
2. Djakadam 5/2
3. Coneygree 6/1
Jockey R Power
Trainer J Harrington

6.05 Racing Post Champion I.N.H. Flat Race
1. Fayonagh 11/8F
2. Paloma Blue 12/1
3. Poli Roi 9/2
Jockey Mr J Codd
Trainer G Elliott
 
6.40 Guinness Handicap Chase
1. Sizing Granite 14/1
2. Viconte De Noyer 25/1
3. Irish Cavalier 12/1
Jockey R Power
Trainer C Tizzard
 
7.15 Weatherbys Mares Flat Race
1. Minutestomidnight 11/4F
2. Mystic Theatre 4/1
3. Bluegrass Princess 9/2
Jockey Mr J Codd
Trainer J Sweeney

Going: Good to yielding
Weather: Dry and cloudy

This was my first visit to Punchestown and I couldn’t believe how top quality racing could have such a  
relaxed atmosphere

PUNCHESTOWN 
FESTIVAL
REVIEW
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Thursday April 27th
Thursday morning I was extremely lucky 
to be invited by chance to Ballylinch 
Stud to see Beat Hollow and what a 
gorgeous specimen he was. The Stud was 
a traditional set up, full of class and very 
friendly caring stud hands.

On arriving at the course I met up with Charles 
O’Reilly one of Punchestown’s directors and 
his partner GG for a tour round. We went for a 
walk onto the course and visited Ruby’s Double 
named after Ruby Walsh’s grandfather and the 
big double. The banks have been made safer 
with the ditches filled in and birch placed in 
front after one serious accident a few years ago. 
The land is still used and hunted on by The 
Kildare Hunt with coverts around the course. 
The quarry will be returned to a natural state 
and gorse planted when all has been excavated.

Lunch was had in the Owners and Trainers 
marquee. Punchestown have 2 O&T places a 
bar for regulars and the marquee for that day’s 
runner’s.

Race 1 started with Bobabout and Puppy Power 
winning for a very happy Jessie Harrington with 
Neil Mulholland coming third with Pinkie Brown. 
I happened to be down by the bookmakers and 
chatted to Kieran Fitzgerald at this point. Kieran 
is a good friend of Neil’s so there was quite a bit 
of shouting going on. Jack Kennedy had a bad 
fall off Orchard Road and had to be stood down 
for the rest of the day.

The La Touche Cup saw me in a pen by Ruby’s 
Double when Mick Fitz and the camera came by 
asking us all to wave at the viewing public. Text 

from mother at home saying dad had seen me 
on the TV. This race was very emotional as it saw 
First Lieutenant who is loved by many coming in 
third place and subsequently it was announced 
he was to be retired. Treo Eile won with Cantlow 
second.

The big race of the day saw Harry Fry’s 
Unowhatimeanharry with Noel Fehily on board 
hold off Nichols Canyon in a close finish with 
Footpad of Mullins coming third. My favourite of 
the race was Snow Falcon but he seemed to say 
‘I need a holiday, it’s been too long a season’.

The Fry/Fehily combination with Minella 
Awards did it again in the fifth race to beat their 
English compatriots of Hobb/Johnson and No 
Comment.

Jody McGarvey won his first Grade 1 on Great 
Field for Willie Mullins and later it was reported 
that he was extremely lucky as the saddle had 
slipped. Ordinary World was second with one of 
my favourite jockey’s on board Davy Russell.

Mullins had a 1, 2, 3 with Asturia/Walsh, 
Pravalaguna/Townend and Good Thyne Tara/
David Mullins. The title race was still anybody’s 
and very exciting.

Young Jonjo O’Neill won the bumper on the 
Neil Mulholland Dead Right staying on well to 
keep his position in the final furlong from Patrick 
Mullins on Next Destination.

Sarah Matthews

3.40 JLT Handicap Hurdle
1. Bobabout 8/1
2. Runyon Rattler 25/1
3. Pinkie Brown 16/1
4. Highland Fling 20/1
Jockey R Power
Trainer J Harrington
 
4.15 Pigsback.com Handicap Chase
1. Don’t Touch It 5/1
2. Caolaneion 20/1
3. Neverushacon 16/1
Jockey M Walsh
Trainer J Harrington
 
4.50 Friends First Cross Country Chase
1. Treo Eile 10/1
2. Cantlow 8/11F
3. First Lieutenant 6/1
Jockey B Cash
Trainer S Slevin
 
5.30 Ladbrokes Champion Stayers Hurdle
1. Unowhatimeanharry 4/1
2. Nichols Canyon 7/4F
3. Footpad 9/1
Jockey N Fehily
Trainer H Fry
 

6.05 Shamrock Enterprises Handicap Hurdle
1. Minella Awards 7/1J
2. No Comment 7/1J
3. Screaming Rose 25/1
4. Showem Silver 10/1
Jockey N Fehily
Trainer H Fry
 
6.40 Ryanair Novice Chase
1. Great Field 9/10F
2. Ordinary World 7/1
3. Ball D’Arc 11/2
Jockey J McGarvey
Trainer W Mullins
 
7.15 Alanna Homes Mares Novice Hurdle
1. Asthuria 13/8F
2. Pravalaguna 6/1
3. Good Thyne Tara 9/2
Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W Mullins
 
7.45 Kildare Post Flat Race
1. Dead Right 8/1
2. Next Destination 4/5F
3. Midnight Stroll 4/1
Jockey Mr J O’Neill
Trainer N Mullholland

Going: Good to yielding
Weather: Cloudy

PUNCHESTOWN FESTIVAL REVIEW

Bryan Cooper, Noel Fehily and Ruby Walsh eye the big screen to see the re run of the head bobbing finish 
between Unowhatimeanharry and Nichols Canyon
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Friday April 28th
I was up early on Friday for a two hour 
drive to visit Noel Meade’s yard. Trips 
up the gallops in the 4x4 and breakfast 
cooked by the man himself. Disko had 
won on the Tuesday so both he and Snow 
Falcon were officially on holiday.

The yard was traditional and the staff were all 
very helpful and friendly. It was well worth the 
visit.

Punchestown saw the arrival of fellow CTCRC 
member Ian Blick who was to be my partner 
in crime for the next two days. We started by 
going for a quick drink before racing. Well it 
would be rude not to!

The first race a Hunter Chase saw Das Mooser 
make all under a fine ride by Mark Fahey. 
Shin A Vee chased but made no impression. 
Woodlands Opera with the Harrington/Power 
combination held off Arbre De Vie and Ruby 
Walsh in the closing stages after the latter had 
been held up until three out.

Jack Kennedy was back in top form after his 
fall on Wednesday to win on Definite Ruby for 
Gordon Elliott going clear approaching the last 
to beat Joseph O’Brien’s Slowmotion with Mark 
Walsh on board.

The first of Patrick Mullins treble came with a 
game run from Wicklow Brave going ten lengths 
clear three out and still three lengths clear at the 
last to beat Henderson’s My Tent Or Yours and 

Aiden Coleman who could make no impression 
on the winner. Arctic Fire stayed on well to finish 
third. The sad note of the race was Labaik of 
Gordon Elliotts who suffered what they think is a 
career ending injury.

Patrick Mullins second win came on Bacardys 
who stayed on well to head Finians Oscar on the 
line. The Tizzard/Power/Potts team must have 
been gutted by this result.

Montalbano saw Patrick Mullins get his treble by 
leading right in the closing stages and getting 
the better of River Light and Ruby Walsh. Chirico 
Valis stayed on well to get third for Gordon Elliott 
and Mark Walsh.

In the bumper Canardier who the RP had said 
was best watched, kept on well under pressure 
to go away at the finish to beat Gordon Elliotts 
Its All Guesswork. It was a family affair for the 
Drinkwaters with General Consensus coming 
third at around 40/1. My host for the morning 
managed fourth with Mayross.

Willie Mullins would be going into the final day 
in the lead but it was not all lost for Gordon 
Elliott... yet.

It had been Ladies Day and some of the clothing 
which was worn or not as the case maybe made 
me feel very cold. Although I was ‘well dressed’ 
in my tweed.

Sarah Matthews

3.40 KFM Hunters Chase
1. Das Mooser 5/1
2. Shin A Vee 5/1
3. Pass The Ball 4/1
Jockey Mr R Deegan
Trainer M Fahey
 
4.20 EMS Copiers Novice Handicap Chase
1. Woodland Opera 11/4F
2. Arbre De Vie 6/1
3. Balko Des Flos 7/1
Jockey R Power
Trainer J Harrington
 
4.55 Hanlon Concrete Mares Handicap 
Chase
1. Definite Ruby 7/1
2. Slowmotion 4/1F
3. Elusive Ivy 7/1
4. Retour En France 9/2
Jockey J Kennedy
Trainer G Elliott
 
5.30 Betdaq Punchestown Champion 
Hurdle
1. Wicklow Brave 12/1
2. My Tent Or Yours 8/1
3. Arctic Fire 9/2
Jockey Mr P Mullins
Trainer W Mullins
 

6.05 Tattersalls Ireland Champion Novice 
Hurdle
1. Bacardys 10/1
2. Finian’s Oscar 13/8F
3. Death Duty 9/2
Jockey Mr P Mullins
Trainer W Mullins
 
6.40 Star Racing Coverage Champion 
Hunters Chase
1. Balnaslow 4/1
2. Mendip Express 10/1
3. Minella For Value 6/1
Jockey Mr D O’Connor
Trainer G McKeever
 
7.10 Donohue Marquees Novice Hurdle
1. Montalbano 11/4
2. Riven Light 2/1F
3. Chirico Vallis 14/1
Jockey Mr P Mullins
Trainer W Mullins
 
7.45 GVA Donal O’Buachalla Flat Race
1. Canardier 8/1
2. Its All Guesswork 6/1
3. General Consensus 50/1
Jockey Mr M O’Hare
Trainer D McLoughlin

Going: Good to yielding
Weather: Cloudy

Patrick Mullins lands the biggest treble of his life to help swing the title in Dad’s direction

PUNCHESTOWN FESTIVAL REVIEW
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Saturday April 29th
I was nearly late for racing on Saturday due 
to a mare finally deciding she was going to 
foal just as I was leaving for the races. So I 
had to go and have a look at the gorgeous 
leggy filly.

Racing started earlier this day and was classed as 
Family Day although most of the children went 
to the funfair and left halfway through racing.

The Cross Country Chase was won by the 10/1 
shot ‘Need to Know’ staying on well with the 
Enda Bolger runners coming in 2, 3 and 4. Who 
would have thought of that result?

Whatareudoingtome ridden clear on the run 
in by Niall Madden beat White Arm and Jack 
Kennedy who kept on at the same pace and 
could find no more.

Apple’s Jade tracked Airlie Beach to lead two 
out and was soon ridden clear by Bryan Cooper. 
Gordon Elliott was back in the chase for the title 
(just) keeping Mullins horses in 2, 3, 4, and 5.

Bapaume changed all that and Willie Mullins 
was back on top with an unassailable lead. 
Landofhopeandglory for Joseph O’Brien and 
Mark Walsh could not reach the winner.

The next race was won by the Tizzard/Power/
Potts combination of Sizing Codelco who ran on 
gamely to beat Forever Gold and Chris Timmons 
who kept on at one pace.

Supreme Horse Racing had a winner with Open 
Eagle. Patrick Mullins got him travelling well to 
lead before the last from Dream Berry of Jonjo’s 

and Livelovelaugh another Mullins runner who 
was pipped into third. Rachael Blackmore had 
a nasty looking fall from Pique Sous but I later 
had a message from her to say that the doctor 
had passed her as ‘OK’. Many congratulations to 
her on becoming the first lady NH Champion 
Conditional Jockey.

The bumper was won by Vacarium and Katie 
Walsh who went clear in the closing stages from 
Lady Ischia.

Last but by no means least was the Charity Race 
which was won by Ian Haughan on Mr Boss 
Man. I have to admit I was shouting for Daisy’s 
Gift of Mullins because Trudie Smith who was 
on board had managed to get a donation out of 
me. Trudie used to work at Paul Nicholls before 
she went to work at Mullins and as a side note 
she has Ghizao in his retirement.

So Willie Mullins won the trainers title from 
Gordon Elliott but there is always next year. 
Olly Murphy, who has been assistant trainer 
to Gordon, is setting up his own training 
establishment so I might ask if we can do a visit 
when he gets settled back in England.

The week was amazing seeing the wonderful 
horses from birth to retirement. If anyone wants 
any advice or company to go racing in Ireland 
do get in touch as I am always willing to go 
racing over there. I have been shown the ropes 
by a pro and those of you who know Peter 
Collier will smile at that.  

Thank you for reading. XX

Sarah Matthews

2.35 Dooley Insurances Cross Country Chase
1. Need To Know 8/1
2. Love Rory 7/2
3. Finish In Style 20/1
Jockey Mr B Walsh
Trainer J Brennan
 
3.10 Three.ie Handicap Chase
1. Whatareudoingtome 16/1
2. White Arm 11/2F
3. Georges Conn 18/1
4. Courtown Oscar 9/1
Jockey N Madden
Trainer J Demspey
 
3.50 Irish Stallion Mares Champion Hurdle
1. Apple’s Jade EvensF
2. Airlie Beach 16/1
3. Karalee 11/4
Jockey B Cooper
Trainer G Elliott
 
4.25 AES Champion 4 Year Old Hurdle
1. Bapaume 2/1F
2. Landofhopeandglory 4/1
3. Meri Devie 7/1
Jockey R Walsh
Trainer W Mullins
 

5.00 Palmerstown House Handicap Hurdle
1. Sizing Codelco 4/1F
2. Forever Gold 12/1
3. Heron Heights 16/1
Jockey R Power
Trainer C Tizzard
 
5.35 Ballymore Handicap Hurdle
1. Open Eagle 20/1
2. Dream Berry 20/1
3. Livelovelaugh 9/1
4. After Rain 12/1
Jockey Mr P Mullins
Trainer W Mullins
 
6.10 Attheraces.com Flat Race
1. Vocarium 5/1
2. Lady Ischia 10/1
3. State Of Nirvana 16/1
Jockey Ms K Walsh
Trainer P Fahey

Going: Good to yielding
Weather: Cloudy

Smiles at last for Ruby Walsh after clinching the title on Bapaume for Willie Mullins while Trudie Smith enjoys 
her moment in the Charity Race

PUNCHESTOWN FESTIVAL REVIEW
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BET365 DAY 
SANDOWN

As the curtain fell in dramatic style at 
Punchestown on April 29, so too was 
the closing day of the British season at 
Sandown, writes Steve Ennis.

This was my third occasion of attending 
the Jump season’s final day of racing. Two 
years ago we said farewell to Sir AP McCoy, 
last year we had the battle of Mullins/
Nicholls for the Trainers Championship, 
while crowning Richard Johnson 
Champion Jockey for the first time.

This year we were there to crown Richard 
Johnson once more, but intrigue remained as 
Paul Nicholls was to throw the dice one more 
time in an effort to snatch the Trainers title from 
the hands of Nicky Henderson. How intent were 
these men on winning the title? The answer lay 
in race five where seven of the eight runners 
belonged to Henderson and Nicholls.

Fittingly the title was decided by Altior who took 
the appropriately named Celebration Chase. 
Matt Chapman was on hand to capture Nicky’s 
thoughts, overall it was the strength of the 
grade one horses like Altior that had tipped the 
balance in favour of Henderson, whose margin 
of victory ended at a comfortable £300,000.

Sandown has a superb feel as a racecourse. 
The end of season vibe on Bet365 day is always 
great and you savour the racing, knowing it will 
be the last time you see top class horses until 
the autumn. Star for the day on this occasion 
was Menorah, who took the Oaksey Chase for 
the fourth year in succession and was then 
promptly retired by a very emotional Grahame 
& Diana Whateley. Menorah is the epitome of 
why we love National Hunt racing, here he was 
all 12 years young pinging every fence, simply 
jumping and galloping his opponents into flag 
waving submission long before the finish. As the 

Racing Post put it, “he kept on splendidly from 
the last, retired with honours”. 

The meeting also had a sprinkling of stardust as 
Dame Judi Dench was in attendance to see her 
horse As De Mee run well to take fourth place in 
the Novices Handicap Chase.

Jake Greenall also called time on his riding career 
as he rode his brothers horse Quids In, a career 
outside of racing now beckons for the son of 
Lord Daresbury.

The end of term feel good factor continued with 
Many Clouds being nominated the Racing Post’s 
Jumps Horse Of The Year and Harry Cobden 
collecting the Champion Conditional Award. 

The days surprises came as the rank outsider 
Henllan Harri took the Bet365 Gold Cup at 40/1 

for Peter and Sean Bowen. He was 4lb out of 
the handicap but made all with a bold front 
running display. At the last there were eight 
horses in with a chance, all eight crossed the 
line separated by less than three lengths and 
somehow Henllan Harri held on by a head from 
Vyta Du Roc. Henllan Harri may be campaigned 
with the Grand National in mind next season 
and could get in off a very nice weight. The final 
surprise on a great days racing was the sight of 
L’Ami Serge collecting his first win of the season, 
on the last day. The suspicion beforehand was 
L’Ami Serge may still be feeling the effects of 
having raced the previous week at Ayr, but the 
sight of Daryl Jacob being pulled to the front 
two out told you otherwise as he cruised to a 
comfortable and much deserved victory. Wait 
For Me wrapped up the season in the last with 

a second win 
on the day for 
our columnists 
Philip and 
Sarah Hobbs, 
you could 
hardly script a 
more perfect 
ending to 
another 
memorable 
season. 

Steve EnnisA visibly relieved Nicky Henderson shares his 
thoughts with Matt Chapman on securing the title

Many Clouds was named Jumps Horse Of The Year while Harry Cobden collected the Top Conditional Award 
to go alongside the Richard Davis Award he won with CTCRC

Dame Judi Dench was in attendance to cheer As De Mee, while the Greenall family 
celebrated Jakes last ride on Quids In.

What a superstar! Grahame Whateley celebrates 
Menorah’s victory in the Oaksey Chase
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yard and will now be at home with Richard 
Johnson, but having retired his two stable 
mates Captain Chris and Wishfull Thinking 
last year, it is going to be almost impossible 
to replace them.

The yard ended up the season with a 
healthy 110 winners and well past £1.5 
million and as we have 108 boxes it is always 
good to go past that magic number!

We kicked off the new National Hunt season 
for 2017-18 with a winner on the flat at 
Windsor when Pat Dobbs rode Sternrubin to 
success

We only like to have a few horses in during 
the summer months and have about thirty 
to run in June, July and August. We then get 
going properly in October with plenty of 
fresh faces to look forward to.

Philip and Sarah Hobbs 
Sandhill Racing Ltd, Sandhill Racing 
Stables, Bilbrook, Minehead, 
Somerset, TA24 6HA  
T: 01984 640366  
F: 01984 641124  
M: 07860 729795 
www.pjhobbs.com 
pjhobbs@pjhobbs.com

Steve Ennis writes; Congratulations 
to Philip & Sarah on a wonderfully 
successful season once again and 
many thanks for allowing us a window 
into your experiences. Defi Du Seuil is 
one we all look forward to watching in 
the 2017-18 season.

Philip and Sarah for the first time in 
many years went to Perth together, as 
they were not intending to have many 
runners at Punchestown and they had 
a lovely couple of days there. 

They won the opening race 'The party 
has started' maiden hurdle race with Royal 
Village but unfortunately the ground was 
drying very quickly and would have turned 
out too fast for the bumper runners in the 
next couple of days, so Philip flew on to 
Punchestown where they had two seconds 
and both were very close finishes. It was a 
fantastic meeting, particularly seeing Sizing 
John win The Punchestown Gold Cup in a 
flying finish.

The end of season Trainers Championship 
was very exciting, both in England and 
Ireland, with Willie Mullins staging an 
amazing comeback to retain his title and 
Nicky Henderson with all guns blazing at 
Sandown on the last day, where he regained 
his crown from Paul Nicholls and became 
Champion trainer for the third time.

On the same day we managed to have 
a great double with the phenomenal 
Menorah winning The Oaksey Chase for 
the fourth year in a row. We really hope that 
Sandown will name a race in his honour, as 
he has been 'one in a million' and at 12 years 
old we very emotionally retired him on the 
day. He has been such a brilliant horse in our 

PHILIP & 
SARAH HOBBS
COLUMN
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Menorah’s win for the fourth year in succession at Sandown proved the perfect ending to an unforgettable career

Sternrubin gave us a winner on the flat under Pat 
Dobbs on Bank Holiday Monday at Windsor

The beauty of National Hunt racing is to see the 
next generation progress. Here’s the unraced Tidal 
Flow bred by Richard Johnson and Sarah Hobbs.
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Another season has come to an end and 
time to reflect on what happened and what 
might have been. National Hunt racing is a 
sport of extremes and looking back we had 
our disappointments and our successes, 
but I am pleased to say there were no bad 
accidents and all our horses are fit and well. 
After a good rest will be ready to compete 
again next season.

Congratulations must go to 
Trevor Hemmings and Vicente 
in winning the Scottish Grand 
National for the second 
consecutive year for Vicente. 
I have known Trevor for a 
number of years and I told 
Trevor that Vicente can be a 
very good horse particularly 
in the Spring so I am delighted that it produced a 
sale that was mutually beneficial to both parties. 
I will keep my fingers crossed for the Grand 
National next year which I believe will be his 

target. We were only represented at Ayr with the 
GiGi partnerships Vivaldi Collonges. Unfortunately 
he made a bad mistake early in the race which 
prevented him from fighting out the finish.

The battle for the Trainers Championship 
moved to Sandown with Nicky Henderson 
having a good lead and also producing some 
excellent performances particularly with Altior 

who was very impressive. 
So congratulations to Nicky 
in winning the Trainers 
championship despite Paul 
Nicholls having in excess of 170 
winners which was a record 
for Paul and Team Ditcheat. 
The key to the outcome of 
this contest was the number 
of grade 1 horses at Nicky’s 

disposal compared to Paul Nicholls and the major 
end of season meetings like Cheltenham, Aintree, 
Ayr and Sandown will always prove decisive.

I watched Punchestown on TV and I was of the 
opinion that we saw a change of thinking by the 
Irish and British Trainers. I believe that everybody 
now accepts that you cannot expect a horse 
to run to his best at Cheltenham, Aintree and 
Punchestown. This year the Irish concentrated on 
Cheltenham and Punchestown and the British 
on Cheltenham and Aintree but with many good 
horses not running at two of the meetings. I 
thought the number of horses running at all three 
meetings was the lowest for years.

The horses came home including the two new 
horses purchased at the Cheltenham Festival sale. 
Marie Benrigh the 5 year old mare whose stable 
name will be Maori, the New Zealand name, and 
the 4 year old Dellercheckout will now be called 
Dellboy, all I need now is a Rodney! When the 

horses come home we always call in the vet to 
check them over. Captain Forez had a clean bill 
of health together with Politologue, but Aux Ptits 
Soins showed signs of soreness in his back which 
we believe will need regular check ups next 
season and this may be the reason why he has 
not reproduced the form when he won the Coral 
Cup at the Festival. Ibis Du Rheu was a concern 
and following his check up he is being sent to the 
Three Counties veterinary practice for x rays on his 
pelvis. His movement is slightly restricted and it is 
better to be safe and have him properly checked.

 It is great to see the horses in the field enjoying 
themselves although of course we have to 
keep Marie Banrigh on her own away from the 
Geldings. She is spending a lot of time looking 
over the fence at the geldings in an adjoining field. 
Nick Skelton said we should try a couple of sheep 
to keep her company. Not a bad idea. Let's hope 
the sheep do not escape.

 We have a lot to look forward to next season 
and I am as confident as I can be that we may 
have three horses who will compete in Grade 
1 races next season. I hope you all have a very 
enjoyable summer. As for me I am going to realise 
a life’s ambition and on the 7th May depart for 
a musical tour of the USA. First to Nashville then 
Memphis then seven days on a River boat down 
the Mississippi to New Orleans to enjoy some 
traditional Dixieland jazz.

I’ll be going to Nashville first and then the home 
of the blues in Memphis with a stop at BB King’s 

famous Blues Club

John Hales

CTCRC wish John a happy 
journey through the musical 
heartland of America and 
extend our thanks for your 
continued support of the club 
with your monthly column

JOHN HALES
COLUMN

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

Congratulations 
must go to Trevor 

Hemmings and 
Vicente

A trip of a lifetime awaits as I’m going down the Mississippi on a musical tour of the United States

Sam Twiston-Davies flies the last on his way to 
winning the Scottish Grand National for the second 
year in a row
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That’s what you call putting the ‘punch’ 
into Punchestown. Willie Mullins landed 
a knockout blow to Gordon Elliott that 
Anthony Joshua would have been proud 
of. The pretender had led from day one of 
the season, but the reigning champ picked 
himself up from the canvas to nose ahead 
with barely twenty four hours remaining.

A fantastic result for the Closutton team, and 
heartbreak for the Elliott camp, who may never 
get a better chance. Just 
think how conclusive the 
winning margin could have 
been if Mullins had been 
able to call upon the likes 
of Vautour, Annie Power, 
Faugheen and Min?

The trainers’ title was 
an interesting sideshow, but the racing didn’t 
need it as we saw some huge performances 
and epic finishes. Tuesday’s highlight was Fox 
Norton getting the better of Un De Sceaux in 
the Champion Chase, confirming the impression 

he made at Aintree. Credit to Colin Tizzard for 
getting him to show his best at all three spring 
festivals, no easy feat I’m sure. Two horses who 
have had outstanding seasons and will no doubt 
continue to entertain us next term.

Labaik was up to his old tricks in the grade one 
novice hurdle, planting himself at the start and 
refusing to jump off. Mind you, if you think that’s 
what stubborn looks like then you clearly haven’t 
seen my youngest daughter do something similar 

in the confectionary 
isle at Sainsburys! You’d 
think Melon would take 
advantage, he went 
from 5/4 into 1/2 as 
they jumped off, but he 
couldn’t hold off the late 
charge of his stablemate 

Cilaos Emery. The Mullins second string did the 
business, a theme that continued throughout the 
week. A tricky first day for betting shop punters 
then, with the defeat of strong favourites Melon 
and Un De Sceaux.

The feature race of day two was the 
Punchestown Gold Cup, and you wouldn’t 
hear any complaints from me if you suggested 
this was actually the race of the entire National 
Hunt season. The cover photo on the front 
page of our magazine showing Coneygree, 
Djakadam and Sizing John jumping the second 
last together beautifully illustrated the pulsating 
finish to this race. Sizing John confirmed his 
number one status with a gutsy performance, 
connections said after that plenty went wrong 
for him in the race including a missing shoe. 
Might this be a rare Gold Cup winner that 
could keep his place at the top table for years 
to come? Winners of the big one at Prestbury 
Park notoriously find it hard to maintain their 
form going forward, but 2015 winner Coneygree 

showed plenty of spark on his return. He could 
still have a say in top staying chases next season, 
particularly on his favoured softer going.

On a separate note, did anybody else find it odd 
that this epic contest was scheduled for day 
two? Surely the whole festival should build to 
the Gold Cup, instead of the grade one juvenile 
hurdle as it does now? I understand that the 
Punchestown hierarchy probably don’t want a 
clash with Sandown’s end of season fixture on 
the Saturday, so why not move their Festival so 
that it runs Monday to Friday, and run the Gold 
Cup on the final day? Seems like a good idea to 
me, but then I’m just a humble bookie!

Day three saw Unowhatimeanharry take 
revenge on Nichols Canyon in the Champion 

Stayers Hurdle, a frustrating watch for 
those of us that needed Harry to deliver 
at Cheltenham. Another cracking finish, 
with just a nose separating them at the 
line. Hard to pinpoint what went wrong 
for Harry at the Festival, perhaps just an 
off day, and he’ll likely be kept at hurdles 
next season for another go. Many of 
my customers stuck with him here, and 
were nicely rewarded at odds of 4/1. 
A quick word on Sutton Place, who I’d 
earmarked earlier in the season as one to 
follow. He started the race at the same 
odds as his owners more decorated 
candidate, a sign of what many believe 
he is capable of. He was pulled up lame 

ADAM 
HURLEY
COLUMN

There were some knockout blows in the world of racing and boxing by Willie Mullins and Anthony Joshua

This sort of racehorse 
is why we jumping 
fans love the game

Robbie Power’s hot streak continued with victory in the 
Champion Chase

Apple’s Jade proved herself to be the best mare in training, but Bapaume’s win, right, clinched the title for 
Willie Mullins
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before two out so this was a non-event for him, 
but keep the faith and remember the name.

Day four was the crucial one for Mr Mullins, a 
treble courtesy of Wicklow Brave, Bacardys and 
Montalbano, all second or even third strings, 
and all ridden by his son Patrick. How sweet that 
must have been for them. 
I’m not sure Ruby Walsh 
would have been too 
thrilled though. Punters 
weren’t either, as these 
were all relatively un-
fancied.

The final day saw another 
win for Apple’s Jade, 
now undisputedly the 
best mare in training, 
assuming that Annie Power is busy attending 
ante-natal classes with Camelot. How ironic it 
would have been if this victory had secured the 
trainers title for Gordon Elliott, but any chance of 
that was snuffed out when Bapaume landed the 
grade one juvenile hurdle in the very next race. 
Incredibly that was only the second winner for 

Ruby Walsh in a week of near misses.

A tremendous Punchestown Festival then, 
certainly one of the best I can remember, but 
let’s not forget the end of season fixture at 
Sandown. Altior bounced back from a slightly 
under-whelming run in the Arkle with a 

conclusive success over reigning 
Champion Chaser Special Tiara. He 
will clearly be the one to beat in 
the two mile chasing division next 
season, but Douvan may yet have 
something to say about that. Final 
word to Menorah, who signed 
off with a fourth successive win 
in the grade two Oaksey Chase. 
Retirement now beckons for this 
old favourite, a good job as he’d 

be a teenager next year and Philip Hobbs would 
surely struggle to get him out of bed. This sort 
of racehorse is why we jumping fans love the 
game, we won’t have him to enjoy next season, 
but we’ll have plenty of others. Already I cannot 
wait!

Adam Hurley

Another epic battle unfolded when Unowhatimeanharry gained revenge by a nose over Nichols Canyon

did anybody else 
find it odd that 

this epic contest 
was scheduled for 

day two? 

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

April 20 IJF Cheque Presentation at 
Cheltenham Races 
Club Co-Chair Sarah Matthews and fellow 
CTCRC members presented IJF CEO Lisa 
Hancock with a cheque for £2,480 from the club 
during racing at Cheltenham on April 20. Many 
thanks to Tracy Roberts from Turfpix for the 
photo below.

May 26 Club Night 
The Richard Davis Conditional Jockey Award will 
take place during racing at Worcester racecourse 
on Friday May 26. The family of Richard Davis 
will be in attendance to present harry Cobden 
with this years’ award. We will also be having a 
picnic before racing in the car park. Please try 
and join us if you can, the picnic was a great 
success last year. Any contributions to the picnic 
are welcomed!

Worcester Racecourse 2 for 1 offer 
If going to the May 26 club night don’t forget 
if club members pre book any tickets for 
Worcester racecourse you can enjoy the benefit 
of receiving two tickets for the price of one if 
you advise of your CTCRC membership.

 

Forthcoming stable visits 
May 27 Our second trip takes us to Tyre Hill Racing 
Stables at Hanley Swan, the yard of David Dennis.

June 17 The summer months are a great time to pay 
a visit to Tim Vaughan’s yard at Pant Wilkin Stables, 
Aberthin, Cowbridge in Wales. Each of these trips 
are £6 each for members and £10 for non-members. 
If any of these three visits prove very popular there 
may need to be a ballot for places.

Ian Scovell – Magazine Graphic Designer 
CTCRC were delighted to present our magazines 
graphic designer Ian Scovell 
with a signed copy of 
Edward Gillespie’s new book 
“Sixty Years Of Jump Racing” 
as a thank you for all his 
work in producing our clubs 
monthly magazine – thank 
you Ian, enjoy the read.

CTCRC 2016-17 Annual 
If you have enjoyed reading the clubs 
magazine this season you can purchase a 
hardback copy for £8. The magazine covers 
all of our contributors from September 2016 
through to our final edition in May 2017. The 
book has a superb foreword from Grahame & 
Diana Whateley with their reflections on the 
season and a special commentary on their 
experience in seeing Menorah win for the fourth 
consecutive year at Sandown. Anyone interested 
in securing a copy should contact Steve Ennis 
on 07767 228866 or email Steve at steve.ennis1@
btinternet.com
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led up in two Grand Nationals – the English one 
and the Irish one. Michelle said that she had 
led up Spookydooky in last year’s Scottish one 
(plus it ended up she led up Another Hero in 
this year’s too) as well as Upswing in the Welsh 
one. “Just a Devon National to go,” I joked. It is a 
massive achievement to have led up in all four 
Grand Nationals, especially as Michelle has only 
worked in racing 
for three years. 
On April 20th, 
Michelle then had 
her third winner at 
Cheltenham, when 
Upswing won a 
chase there on the last National Hunt meeting of 
the season.

On April 19th, a group of us lads met at 
Cheltenham football club for the AP McCoy’s XI 
versus Cheltenham Town Legends XI – a charity 
football match in aid of the Injured Jockeys 
Fund. The floodlights were on and the teams 
divided by JP McManus’ green and gold hoops 
and the Legends’ red and white stripes. Joe 
O’Neill, Jackdaws Castle’s accounts manager, 
played brilliantly in the first half, getting stuck 

into the soccer action plenty of times. The 
retired professional players towered above the 
jockeys. Sam Twiston-Davies ran about crazily 
on pale noodle legs; David Bass played upfront 
and was unlucky not to score and, Man of the 
Match, Jamie Bargary scored twice, one of which 
was an impressive diving header. AP McCoy was 
somewhat lumbering, lacking any of his finesse 

on top of a horse but 
was also co-managing 
the substitutes and 
signing autographs. 
Ben Pauling, one of 
the few not to be 
overshadowed height-

wise, played well upsides current Cheltenham 
Town captain, Aaron Downs.

At half time, there was a charity shoot-out 
with Wayne ‘Piegate’ Shaw, the pie-scoffing 
goalie formally with Sutton United. Owners 
had been asked to pledge a £100 donation for 
the penalty-takers to wear their colours. Our 
boss, in John Turner’s purple silks, was minute 
next to hefty Wayne. Paddy Brennan was there 
in Imperial Commander’s piebald colours 
and Fergal O’Brien had squeezed into Perfect 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

Since leaving school having done 
A-Levels, Jonjo O’Neill (junior) has been 
a great addition to the yard. He is one of 
the jockeys as well as one of the lads but 
is charming to the girls too.

He will work alongside everyone else in the yard 
or go racing to saddle – he is here, there and 
everywhere. One evening stables, undecided 
whether it was promotion or demotion, Jonjo 
had to drive the road sweeper round the yard, 
to tidy up all the mess left behind after skipping 
out the stables. He had been told there was no 
one else about to sweep; amateur jockey Charlie 

Davies was unusually not to be found anywhere! 
So, off Jonjo went, but not before maintenance 
man Federico Bazan and I stuck a magnetic 
L-plate onto the rear of the sweeper.

At the end of April, our new sweeper-driver rode 
his first ‘big’ winner. He won a Punchestown 
bumper on Dead Right, owned by JP McManus 
and trained by Neil Mulholland. Watching the 
race, I felt like a proud aunty, or a thrilled big 
sister. Portraying his versatility, Jonjo stayed in 
Ireland a couple more days to lead up Dream 
Berry on the Saturday, who finished a brilliant 
second over hurdles. This summer, he is going 
off to work in France for trainer Guillaume 
Macaire for a month and will turn conditional at 
some point.

One of my favourites returned from a winter 
break at Martinstown: It’s A Gimme, shortened 
simply to Gimme. He is the most beautiful 
horse, bright bay in colour with a little star and 
is incredibly friendly. When someone walks into 
his stable, he puts his head down low, ready for 
cuddles. He came back looking plump and shiny 
and, by now, has retained the shine but lost a 
few kilos! I have looked after him for over three 
years and I ride him almost daily. Gimme makes 
my day and is like a best friend. 

After a trip to Fairyhouse with Shutthefrontdoor 
(nicknamed Rupert), Michelle Marsh arrived back 
in the early hours of Easter Tuesday on her own, 
as Rupert had gone home straight from the 
racecourse. That afternoon, we were chatting, 
and I said that it was an achievement to have 

Gimme makes my day and 
is like a best friend

I’m thrilled to have Gimme back in the yard for a summer campaign

Jonjo O’Neill junior celebrates his winner at the 
Punchestown Festival on board Dead Right



28 29

Candidate’s colours. Carl Llewellyn also took 
pot-shots as did Paul Nicholls, Alex Hammond 
from Sky Sports, Dan Skelton and his father, 
Olympic gold medallist Nick Skelton. Plus, there 
were Martin Keighley, John Francombe, Peter 
Scudamore, and rugby players James Simpson-
Daniel and Nicky Robinson, owners of Monbeg 
Dude. James Simpson-Daniel was the winner 
of the penalty shoot-out but this was lost in the 
excitement as the whistle blew, signalling the 
beginning of the second half.

Up in the stands, there was lots of clapping and 

cheering when the two goals were scored – and 
whenever AP’s team possessed the ball. Our 
little group watched enthralled, enjoying being 
noisy supporters. Flo Willis hid a large glass of 
white wine under her seat. Our invented chant 
of “Green and Gold, Green and Gold, Green and 
Gold...” sadly did not catch on, but the stomping 
of feet did.

The evening proved to be great entertainment 
and brought yards together with jockeys playing 
and staff enthusiastically supporting. The score 
ended up as 2-3 to the Legends and, most 

importantly, at least £20,000 had been raised for 
the IJF.

On April 26th, Holywell left for full retirement 
in County Cork. After a tip-off from Michelle 
because I was on hols, I went out to his field 
across the long gallop to say my farewells with 
a bag of carrots. I made the mistake of giving 
a carrot to Gimme, who hounded me and 
shadowed my every step. Always intelligent, 
Holywell was very suspicious and watched 
my warily. Smelling the carrots, Hedley Lamarr 
crammed next to greedy Gimme as if on 

the same campaign. Holywell took a carrot, 
crunched it quickly and trotted off. The other 
two crowded round and I tried fobbing them 
off with a couple of carrots, which made them 
worse; they did not move even when I shooed 
them away. Holywell trotted off as soon as he 
had devoured another carrot. Then, the massing 
dark clouds opened up, and it hailed and I gave 
up. We did not have the heartfelt, touching 
good bye I had planned, with carrots in the 
grassy paddock and a few final photos of him on 
my phone. Yet, at least I had tried and I will never 

AP’s team line up before kick-off for the Football charity match, a great evening that raised £20,000 for the IJF
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“You’re the champ”, “No you’re the champ” Jamie Bargary and AP argue over who is the best, while Joe O’Neill, 
centre, takes a well earned rest after a super 1st half.

forget the small honour looking after him for 
two seasons.

For March, conditional jockey Jack Savage 
won the bottle of champagne for the Spillers 
Employee of the Month. He started running 
the satellite yard 
Slade at the start of 
the season, as well 
as looking after the 
horses in the fields and 
the ones trained from 
the pens. So far, Jack 
has run everything 
very smoothly and 
without many mishaps! He won three races on 
Foundation Man, who was being trained from 
the field and thus in his care; he also won a 
hurdle race on Catching On who lives in the one 
of the pens.

Maintenance man Federico won the award for 
April – for working a lot of extra hours to keep 
the estate smart. He cuts the grass to resemble a 
green carpet and keeps the hedges manicured. 
He is also Mr Fix It in the hostels and around 
the yard and is also very good at handling the 
horses, having once been a polo player.

This season, the yard sent out seventy-eight 

winners, annoying three short of last year’s total 
but we reached over a million in prize money. 
So far we have sent out one winner on the Flat 
(Desert Cross) so hopefully we will get a few 
more, as well as boost next year’s jumps total 
by sending out a load of summer jumping 

winners. There are a 
few youngsters for the 
winter, bought from 
the sales and now 
summering out at 
grass, and there are still 
more sales to attend. 
These are the horses 

that hold our hopes and aspirations for the next 
few months – and hopefully years. It keeps us 
grooms going through the smaller meetings at 
Stratford and Worcester, hopefully returning to 
the big meeting at the glossy tracks next winter. 
Plus, there are plenty of holidays to enjoy – head 
lad Alan Berry is off to Las Vegas on jockey 
Andrew Tinkler’s stag do and I cannot even 
imagine the fun they will have.

I wish everyone a very happy and relaxing few 
summer months.

Jo Collinson

Watching the race, I felt 
like a proud aunty, or a 

thrilled big sister

THE HISTORY 
OF COLOURS

The use of different colours to identify 
individual sportsmen goes as far back as 
knights, duals and jousting. Like these 
battle colours, jockeys have worn silks 
for generations. Nowadays, no real silk 
is used; just shiny polyester that can be 
thrown in the washing machine and put 
through at 40 ,̊ yet the term “silks” stuck. 
“Colours” means exactly the same and is 
more prolifically used today.

In the 18th Century, horse racing became 
formulised and structured. The Thoroughbred 
was deliberately bred and Rules were created for 
every aspect of the sport, including the naming 

of racehorses and the registration of owners’ 
colours. Responsibility for these Rules was 
originally held by the Jockey Club and ultimately 
passed over to the British Horseracing Authority 
(BHA). Yet, the mediators of enforcement 
remain the same family firm founded in 1770, 
Wetherby’s.

It soon became mandatory for owners to 
register colours to “more easily...recognise the 
horses in races and even to prevent disputes...
as a result of not being able to identify the 
riders.” By 1762, the Jockey Club had recorded 
seventeen different silks.

Royal colours are as much 
a part of their history 
as their palaces – the 
Queens’s today are the 
same as Edward VII’s. The 
Duke of Devonshire’s 
‘straw’ colours, first 
registered in 1762, are still 
in use today. In 1788, the 
13th Earl of Derby chose 
his black silks with a white 
cap – these are still used 
today by the current Lord 
Derby and his family.

Firstly, a new owner has 
many factors to consider 
and their influences are 
truly personal; maybe it 
is simply their favourite 
colours. There are strict 
regulations to design and 
colours, which create 

Six new silks were introduced in 2016 by the BHA
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exclusive combinations. There cannot be any 
duplicates. If an owner has more than one 
runner in a race, different colours have to be 
worn – registered second colours or different 
caps. It is stipulated that an owner can chose 
between one pattern on the chest, another on 
the sleeves and a third pattern on the cap. Stars, 

spots, stripes, diamonds, chevrons – a myriad 
of combinations that are all unique. There are 
twenty-six different body details, eleven for the 
arms and ten for the caps; along with twenty-
three different colours to create new silks. 
‘Cherished’ colours are rare and, to name a few, 
include sage, primrose, amber, burgundy and 

duck egg.

Other team sports have influenced 
a few of the most famous racing 
colours. Best Mate, three times 
Cheltenham Gold Cup winner, 
wore the colours of Jim Lewis’ 
favourite football team Aston Villa. 
In 2010, Imperial Commander won 
his Gold Cup in black and white 
colours; the stripes on the sleeves 
echoing the strip of Newcastle 
United, of whom the owners were 
supporters. Unarguably the most 
famous and prolifically in the 
winner’s enclosure are the colours 
of JP McManus, mimicking those 
of South Liberties GAA, a Limerick 
hurling club.

Yet, it remains most prestigious 
to race in ‘solid’ colours. There is 
a huge demand for the simplest 
of designs, which are auctioned 

£69,000 was paid by Mrs. J Magnier for the pink silks her second string 
horses now ride in

The Queens silks are among the most famous in racing

off for vast sums. In 1996, dark blue colours 
were bought at Sotheby’s for £25,000 – Ruler 
Of The World was the latest Derby winner in 
these colours in 2013, preceded by Pour Moi 
and Galileo. Mrs J Magnier, of Coolmore, then 
paid £69,000 for the solid pink silks in 2000, 
which became her second colours. In 2005, 
the all-bronze set sold, again at Sotheby’s, for 
the starting bid of £60,000 and a year later, 
solid grey went for the same amount and solid 
mauve for £50,000. Trainer Jonjo O’Neill’s wife 
Jacqui owns the rights to solid purple and Lady 
Bamford’s horses, most popular on the Flat, run 
in solid burgundy. It goes without saying that 
Godolphin’s solid royal blue silks have hailed 
many a success on the Flat.

Quite the opposite of solid colours are the 
fabulous Crazy Quilt, first registered in the 
1950s, which is are the busiest and most 
colourful of designs. In 2008, these were sold 
for £24,000 to entertainments entrepreneur 
Howard Spooner. Tartans have been a familiar 
part of owners’ colours for over 160 years, yet 
sadly the varieties and numbers are diminishing 
as new tartan registrations are no longer 
accepted. Sea Pigeon, dual Champion Hurdle 

winner in 1980 and 1981, had 
light blue McIntyre tartan on 
the body of his winning silks, 
with red sleeves and a red cap.

Yet, times are changing 
and there has been a shift 
away from traditionalism. In 
September 2016, the BHA 
auctioned off six sets of brand 
new, distinctive patterns: a 
horseshoe, anchor, rainbow 
stripes, flames, multicoloured 
spots and checked shades of 

red. These exciting, innovative designs were 
introduced to encourage new ownership and to 
see if a greater flexibility in the design of colours 
would generate interest. Mr John Turner’s 
Pleasure Dome has run in one of these new 
designs: solid purple with a silver horseshoe on 
the body.

In March this year, this initial BHA trial was 
extended as nine owners registered bespoke 
new designs. The successful ones were a 
mixture of personal and corporate ideas, 
including one from Tom Joule, of the country-
inspired clothing Joules. His floral design 
joined the other successful applications of an 
emerald lucky clover, bees, dog silhouette and 
paw prints, a Chinese dragon, sunflower and a 
“Ferrari” rearing horse. The only stipulations were 
that colours had to be easily distinguishable and 
describable by commentators. The registration 
fee for each individual creation is £5,000, with 
some of the proceeds going to charity. The 
future of racing remains even more bright and 
colourful than before.

Jo Collinson
The nine new designs trialled this year by the BHA
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LIAM 
TREADWELL
COLUMN

Steve Ennis writes; My final meeting of 
the season with Liam Treadwell at our 
local pub kicked off with a check on Liam’s 
recovery from injury.

“I’m hoping to be back on Saturday” came the 
chirpy response. Liam continued, “I’ve been 
doing tonnes of fitness work at Oaksey House 
for two or three days a week and have been 
getting physio on every visit. I’m hoping to 
ride Optimistic Bias who I had a win on last 
month over the same course and distance”. On 
returning home I googled Optimistic Bias and 
came across a book called “The Optimism Bias”. 

I was struck by the foreword for the book which 
detailed what it was about... it read... it’s a study 
of how the brains of optimists and pessimists 

differ; why we 
are terrible at 
predicting what 
will make us happy; 
how emotions 
strengthen our 
ability to recollect; 
how anticipation 
and dread affect 
us; and how our 
optimistic illusions 
affect our financial, 
professional, 
and emotional 
decisions.

Wind forward 

three days and you will forgive my Optimism 
Bias as I delighted in watching Liam go toe to toe 
with his mate Aidan Coleman in a thrilling finish 
where Optimistic Bias gave Liam his first win of 
the season, on his first day back in the saddle! On 
reflection, anyone involved in racing must be an 
optimist….and thank goodness for that.

Anyway, philosophy aside and back to the pub I 
learned that Liam had taken advantage of his time 
on the side lines to take a holiday in Scotland.

Our theme for the evening was to reflect on the 
season just finished. Liam highlighted his sadness 
that two big personalities of the weighing room 
had just announced their respective retirements in 
Paul Maloney and Brian Harding.

Liam continued, Paul will be badly missed in 
the weighing room, among his fellow jockeys 
Paul has always been greatly respected. To be 
placed in seven consecutive Grand Nationals will 
surely be a record that stands for generations. 
He taught me so much personally and always 
advised that a rider should not try to make 
things happen in a race, but let things happen 
and trust if your horse is good enough that he’ll 
win. To have been placed in seven consecutive 
Grand Nationals meant he negotiated 210 
fences among 39 other horses without mishap 
– incredible! He’s heading back to Ireland to 
continue a career within racing.

Liam continued; Brian Harding rode his first 
winner in 1992 and retired just ahead of his 45th 

birthday after a 25 year career when bowing out 
at Perth. Pretty much the whole of my career 
if I’ve ridden in the north it involved being 
against Brian Harding and he’ll leave a big hole 
in the weighing room on the northern circuit. 
His departure makes me think Brian Hughes 
might have an even better chance of becoming 
Champion Jockey in 2017-18 as his monopoly on 
northern racing might get even deeper.

Reflecting on the season Liam nominated 
Belami Des Pictons with whom he had three 
winners as his favourite horse and Yala Enki who, 
if maturing mentally could be very exciting next 
season. Liam’s shout for the ride of the season 
belonged to Derek Fox for his return to a classic 
stalking ride in the Grand National on One For 
Scotland. Liam said, it was great to see Derek 

have the confidence to drop him in and hunt 
round, hopefully more owners will have seen 
that and appreciate the race can be won from 
off the pace.

Looking ahead to 2017-18 Liam’s targets are to 
stay fit... especially so after a tough year in 2016-
17. Liam quipped that if it is a wet summer he 
can look forward to riding loads of new talent 
from Venetia’s on soft autumn ground, where 
he anticipates the strength in depth at the yard 
might see Venetia pass £1 million in prize money 
if there is a little more cut in the ground than 
experienced this season. With Optimistic Bias 
getting Liam’s new season under way in fine 
style let’s hope 2017-18 provides Liam with an 
injury free, win laden season ahead.

Liam Treadwell

Call it Optimistic Bias but we all 
loved watching Liam’s return

Belami Des Pictons is one to look forward to next season and Liam expects Neil Mulholland to make his way 
into the top 10 in the Trainers Championship

Tributes from Evan Williams on the retirement of Paul Maloney and happy days for Brian Harding when 
winning the Champion Chase on John Hales’ One Man way back in 1998.
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TIPSTER COMPETITION
FINAL RESULT 

Once again, the Tipster Competition 
concluded with a tight finish but last 
month’s leader succeeded in repelling all 
attempts to ‘unseat’ his D entry and so 
it is congratulations to Jamie Sharp on a 
magnificent victory.

As the curtain came down on this year’s 
competition the top ten positions were filled 
and, as the table below shows, the scramble for 
prize money was extremely tight.

In addition to Jamie Sharp our congratulations 
also go to the runner-up, Phil Bradley, with 3rd 
place being grabbed by Steve Taylor.

For your interest, Jamie’s winning entry was:

ALTIOR (IRE) 115
APPLE'S JADE (FR) 105
BRISTOL DE MAI (FR) 30
BUVEUR D'AIR (FR) 115
NATIVE RIVER (IRE) 65
NICHOLS CANYON 85
SEEYOUATMIDNIGHT 10
THISTLECRACK 55

This team included four of the top eight horse 
scores, which were:

Altior, Buveur D’Air, Sizing John all (115), 
Unowwhatimeanharry (110), Apple’s Jade, Slow 
Motion (90), Un De Sceaux (90), Nichols Canyon, 
Yanworth (85) and Yorkhill (85)

All prize-winners should receive their cheques 
before the end of May.

Pos Name April Month Total
1 JAMIE SHARP D 95 580
2 PHIL BRADLEY A 115 545
3 STEVE TAYLOR D 55 530
4 IAN ATKINSON A 140 520
5 DEBBIE MCVANN A 105 500
6= KEITH APPLETON B 55 495
6= KRIS BYERS C 95 495
6= LYNN TEMPERLEY A 145 495
6= GILLIAN WALKER D 70 495
6= DIANNE WESTON B 75 495 

Although not able to hit the top three on the 
Final Leaderboard Lynn Temperley produced 
a Top Monthly Score Prize for the month with 
her ‘A’ entry collecting 145pts, which was key to 
the same entry sharing 6th place in the main 
Competition.

Our congratulations go to Lynn on securing the 
£10 prize.

Pos Name April Month
1 LYNN TEMPERLEY A 145
2= IAN ATKINSON A 140
2= LIAM TREADWELL A 140
4 SUSAN PANIKKAR D 139

Please don’t forget that you can track the status 
of your entries on-line by accessing  
www.ctcrc.co.uk, selecting ‘MENU’ and then 
‘Tipsters Competition’.

If you have any questions about your entry, or its 
status, please contact Tony Coleman either on 
07795 146242 or by e-mail at tonyandles@aol.com.

Congratulations to Harry Cobden who has won 
the Richard Davis Top Conditional Jockey award 
for 2016-17. We hope to be able to present 
Harry with the trophy at our final club evening 
of the season when we have the club picnic at 
Worcester races on Friday May 26.

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 2nd May 2016 – 29th April 2017 

(Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Final Placings for the 2016 – 2017 season
1st Harry Cobden 229 pts
2nd Jamie Bargary 200 pts
3rd Ryan Hatch 197 pts
4th Stan Sheppard 176 pts
5th David Noonan 174 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This 
award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD

This month’s question for the chance to 
win two entry tickets for any meeting of 
your choice, except feature racedays, at 
Chepstow racecourse is given below.

Each month the first correct entry drawn 
from those received in time will be awarded a 
voucher which can be redeemed for entry ticket 
badges direct with the racecourse office.

The winner of the March competition was Mark 
Wellsteed, who supplied the correct answer that 
the Charity linked to Chepstow’s Easter Monday 
Family Fun Day was NSPCC.

Our congratulations, along with a voucher for 

two Entry Tickets to Chepstow, have already 
been sent to Mark.

The question for the May competition is: 
Who is the Operations Manager of 
Chepstow Racecourse?

Please post your entries to reach Tony Coleman 
by Friday 9 June 2017 at: 14 Ridge Green, Shaw, 
West Swindon, SN5 5PU alternatively, e-mail him 
at tonyandles@aol.com

NB: Please remember to include your current 
membership number and postal address with 
your entry.

WIN A DAY AT THE 
RACES COMPETITION
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So another season draws to a close. 
It’s been another amazing six months 
here at Cheltenham, with great racing 
staged right through from October 
until May.

The team are looking forward to the 
quiet summer months to give us a bit 
of time to reflect on it all and work 
out our plans for both the upcoming 
season and of course next year’s 
Festival.

I always love The April Meeting which is 
so much quieter than The Festival but 
still hosting two days of great racing, as 
well as the four mares’ only races on the 
Thursday. It was nice to see local trainer 
Tom Symonds winning his first race at 
Cheltenham with Political Quiz - Tom is 
based in Herefordshire and is sister in law to 

our very own Carey Buckler, Regional Head 
of Partnerships for the past four years.

We had lots of additional racing activity 
taking place on the Thursday, as I 
mentioned in my column last month, with 
the Parade of Equine Superstars and the 
Pertemps Willberry Champions Charity 
Race. The charity race featured riders such 
as Sir Mark Todd and Tina Cook competing 
against eight members of the public and it 
proved to be a hugely emotional moment 
for Ben Moore and his family, who won the 
race on a horse trained by David Pipe. Ben 
has suffered from cancer himself and his 
daughter is currently fighting leukaemia so 
the fact that so much money was raised 
for the Bob Champion Cancer Trust and 
the Hannah Francis’s Cancer campaign 
was hugely significant – they raised in the 
region of £120,000 over the day which is an 
amazing figure.

We also staged a parade of four very 
famous horses, all from different equine 
backgrounds, to celebrate the work of their 
grooms – who between them have over 
100 years of experience. Sprinter Sacre, 
twice winner of the Betway Queen Mother 
Champion Chase, Big Star – Nick Skelton’s 
showjumper who won Gold at the 2016 
Rio Olympics, Chilli Morning – William Fox 
Pitt’s eventer who has won Badminton and 

SOPHIA DALE 
COLUMN

Equine superstars paraded in April – left to right, 
Chilli Morning, Valergo, Sprinter Sacre and Big Star

Valegro, winner of three Gold medals at Rio 
and London Olympics.

We rounded off the season with Hunter 
Chase Evening on May 5, where Barel Of 
Laughs won the Timico sponsored Mixed 
Open Gold Cup on what was a great 
evenings racing.

The season in 2017/18 gets underway with 
The Showcase on Friday 27 and Saturday 
28 October, with The November Meeting 
scheduled for November 17-19.. We will 

round off 2017 with The International on 
Friday 15 and Saturday 16 December. Other 
dates for 2018 will be announced by the 
BHA over the summer months.

I hope you all have a wonderful summer, 
enjoy the Flat racing and we look forward 
to welcoming you back here again in the 
autumn.

Sophia Dale 
www.cheltenham.co.uk

Ben Moore wins the charity race at the April meeting and celebrates with his daughter Grace when collecting 
the trophy – the fundraiser raised £120,000+

Political Quiz gave Tom Symonds a breakthrough win at Cheltenham – a result that delighted my colleague 
Carey Buckler



HORSE AND RIDERS 
WE SALUTE YOU!


