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Have you bought your Cheltenham Annual 
Membership yet? Don’t forget the season 
starts on 27th/28th October and as a 
member of CTCRC you get the £100 joining 
fee waived. Can I remind all members that 
we have a stand at this meeting and still 
need volunteers to man it. If you can help 
out for an hour please email David Bishop 
on bishopdjk@aol.com

I would like to take this opportunity to say a 
BIG ‘Thank You’ to Steve Ennis for all his hard 
work on the newsletter and hope he enjoys his 
retirement from the monthly deadlines. I would 
also like to Thank Russell Neale who stepped 
into the position of newsletter editor but only 
managed one edition as he secured a new job 
which left him no time to edit the newsletter.

Any input from members as to what they 
would like to see in the newsletter would be 
much appreciated as this rookie editor needs as 
much help as she can get so please email me at 
ctcrcnewsletter@gmail.com

We have had a couple of lovely stud visits lately 
and by the time you read this newsletter we 
will have had a visit to Neil Mulholland’s yard. 
Again if any member has a particular yard they 
would like me to arrange a visit to do email me 
at ctcrcstablevisits@gmail.com 

Please do keep an eye on the ‘Events’ page of 
the website as any new visits are updated on 
there regularly. Meeting details are also under 

‘Events’. Next stable visit is to Gordon Elliott on 
Oct 18th and Dec 2nd. We also have visits to Olly 
Murphy and Laura Hurley on the cards.

The Leading Jockey at Worcester presentation 
will be held on the last day of the season 
which is Wednesday 25th October and is also 
the ‘Brush Hurdle Series Final Day’ as well as 
Halloween Raceday. Don’t forget CTCRC 2 for 1 
offer at Worcester. Please phone the day before 
with membership number not on raceday.

Please remember we are also on social media. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
groups/170855139623604

And Twitter: twitter.com/CTCRaceClub

Good luck to anyone who is taking part in:  
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/stoptober

Also: www.gosober.org.uk 

I hope you all enjoy the new National Hunt 
Season. Take care and keep safe now the dark 
nights are with us.

Sarah x 
ctcrcchairman@
gmail.com

WELCOME TO THE 
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
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SARAH-JANE MUIRIE
COLUMN

Sarah-Jane Muirie stands in and does 
our regular column from Cheltenham 
Racecourse while Sophia Dale is still off 
on maternity leave.

The journey starts here following a six-
month break over the summer with The 
Showcase meeting on Friday 27th and 
Saturday 28th October. This is now my 
fifth season at the racecourse and there is 
lots that has happened over the summer 
and much to look forward too. 

The Showcase is a popular meeting to get the 
season underway and the meeting marks the 
beginning of the year for many horses, ready 
to get going in a season which will hopefully 
bring them back to The Festival™ in March. 
You will notice a new presentation podium 
in the Parade Ring which can accommodate 

larger winning parties and in terms of the 
racing there will be the traditional sixteen 
days. Local food and drink producers will also 
be showcasing their wares for racegoers to 
sample and purchase in the Food Zone at The 
Centaur. 

By the time you read this we would have 
hosted the first McCoy’s South West Jumps 
Season Awards. 

The yearly awards are destined to be one of 
the highlights of the jump racing calendar and 
celebrate the outstanding contributions to the 
sport across Cheltenham, Exeter, Wincanton 
and Warwick during each season. The region 
reflected on the triumphs and the highlights 
of the season and appreciated every character 
in the sport. From the unwavering support 
of owners to the often unsung dedication of 

stable staff, The McCoy’s exist 
to recognise the individuals 
without whom this sport 
would not prosper as it does. 

There were twenty awards 
in total on the night which 
included Racing Ride of the 
Season, Horse Performance 
of the Season, Stable Staff 
of the Year and Outstanding 
Contribution to Racing - to 
name a few. The evening 
was hosted by ITV’s Racing 
presenter Alice Plunkett and 
Racing UK’s Nick Luck with 
live music from British singer 

and songwriter Rebecca Ferguson. 

Following The Showcase meeting is one of 
the season’s most popular days, Countryside 
Day on the 17th November which marks 
the beginning of the three-day November 
Meeting and features six exciting races. A 
tradition dating back over 20 years, this unique 
country fair atmosphere helps raise money for 
the Countryside Alliance and Injured Jockeys 
Fund. As well as a silent auction, pre-racing 
activities take place in the paddock to help 
raise awareness for these important causes.

November is a key month for celebrating 
one of Cheltenham’s successful landmarks of 
recent years – the Princess Royal Stand which 
will be in its third season of use. 

When The November Meeting arrives, 
racegoers know the season is in full swing and 
all eyes will be on the horses, jockeys, trainers 
and owners who will be in the running for the 
next set of McCoy awards. 

We look forward to seeing you at The 
Showcase Awards 

Sarah-Jane Muirie  
www.cheltenham.co.uk 

The McCoys are exciting new awards for 
owners, trainers, jockeys, stable staff and 
horses running at Cheltenham and the three 
other Jockey Club Racecourses in the South 
West of England - Warwick, Wincanton and 
Exeter. The qualifying period for the inaugural 
awards was between September 20, 2016 and 
May 25, 2017 inclusive.

The awards are named the "The McCoys" after 
Sir A P McCoy, the recording-breaking 20-time 
Champion Jump Jockey who retired from race 
riding in April, 2015.

The panel of judges for the The McCoys 
comprised broadcaster and Cheltenham 
Racecourse Committee member Alice 
Plunkett, Regional Head of Racing Simon 
Claisse, Chris Cook, a racing journalist for The 
Guardian, and Sir A P McCoy.

 The McCoys were presented on the evening 
of Friday 29th September before an audience 
of 450 in the Centaur at Cheltenham 
Racecourse.

Frequent Runner Awards
Less than 40 horses - Jeremy Scott
More than 40 horses - Paul Nicholls
The Frequent Runner Championship is aimed 

Foxhounds Fox Norton
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at rewarding trainers who run horses regularly 
at Jockey Club Racecourses in the South West 
Region, namely, Cheltenham, Exeter, Warwick 
and Wincanton.

Leading Owner
Four or more horses - J P McManus
J P McManus comfortably landed the honours 
in the leading owner category, registering 20 
winners across the four courses, 13 clear of 
his closest pursuer, the partnership of Simon 
Munir and Isaac Souede.

Three or fewer horses - Colm Donlon & 
Adrian Doyle
Colm Donlon and Adrian Doyle, longstanding 
owners with Paul Nicholls, narrowly secured 
the honours in the category for leading 
owner with three or fewer horses. The duo 
registered three wins and three places during 
the campaign, just securing the nod over Jane 
Edgar, who also achieved three winners and 
two places.

Leading Trainer
Less than 40 horses - Nick Williams
Devon-based Nick Williams enjoyed a superb 
season, headed by the successes of Flying 
Tiger in the G3 Fred Winter Juvenile Handicap 
Hurdle at The Festival in March. He takes the 
honours for leading trainer with less than 
40 horses in training, having trained seven 
winners in the South West Region

More than 40 horses - Paul Nicholls
The 10-time champion trainer narrowly failed 
to secure an 11th championship in 2016/17, 
going down to Nicky Henderson in a race that 
went all the way to the last day of the season. 
The Ditcheat-based handler was still well on 
top in the Jockey Club South West Region 
however, with 48 winners, 30 clear of second-
placed Philip Hobbs in the category for trainers 
with over 40 horses in training.

Leading Jockey
Professional - Noel Fehilly
A very close finish to be leading jockey in the 
South West Region went right down to the 
wire and it was Neil Fehily who came out on 
top with 28 winners, narrowly edging out 
Richard Johnson on 25 winners. A memorable 
season for Fehily was capped by his success 
on Buveur D'Air in the Stan James Champion 
Hurdle and Special Tiara in the Betway Queen 
Mother Champion Chase at The Festival.

Conditional Jockey - Harry Cobden
Harry Cobden was crowned champion in 
a superb season for the 18-year-old, who is 
based with Paul Nicholls. Cobden recorded 
23 victories in the South West region, 18 clear 
of his closest rivals, with Graded victories on 
Frodon and Viconte Du Noyer at Cheltenham 
being the highlights.

Amateur - Miss Page Fuller
A very close battle for the leading amateur 
jockey saw Page Fuller, Bryony Frost and 
Michael Legg all ride three winners, with Fuller 
coming out on top by virtue of partnering 
more placed horses.

Horses of the season
Novice Hurdler - Wholestone
Wholestone, trained by Nigel Twiston-Davies 

for owners Simon Munir and Isaac Souede, 
won four times during the course of the 
campaign. Three of his four victories came at 
Cheltenham and included two G2 prizes. He 
ended the campaign with an excellent third in 
the G1 Albert Bartlett Novices' Hurdle at The 
Festival.

Hurdler - Sceau Royal
Also owned by Simon Munir and Isaac Souede, 
Sceau Royal won twice during the season, 
with his biggest victory coming in the G2 Stan 
James Elite Hurdle at Wincanton. Trained by 
Alan King, the five-year-old also ran a good 
race at The Festival when sixth in the G1 Stan 
James Champion Hurdle.

Novice Chaser - Only Gorgeous
A real Exeter specialist, Only Gorgeous won 
three times at the Devon venue for owner 
Jane Edgar and trainer Sue Gardner. The eight-
year-old was partnered by Lucy Gardner for 
all three of those wins and demonstrated his 
versatility by winning over distances ranging 
from two miles and three furlongs to an 
extended three and three-quarter miles.

 

Chaser - Dance Floor King
Dance Floor King, trained by Nick Mitchell for 
owner Nick Elliott, is the leading chaser with 
two wins and more placed efforts than any 
of his rivals. The 10-year-old was successful at 
Wincanton and Exeter.

Judges' Choice Award
Sizing John winning the Timico Gold Cup, 
Cheltenham, March 17, 2017

Sizing John joined Jessica Harrington's yard at 
the start of last season. Previously campaigned 
at between two and two and half miles, 
Harrington made the decision to step up 
Sizing John to three miles in the G1 Stan James 
Irish Gold Cup at Leopardstown in February, 
when he put a game performance to win by 
three quarters of a length. He then headed 
to the Timico Cheltenham Gold Cup over an 
extended three and a quarter miles at The 
Festival when he was superbly produced by 
Robbie Power to win comfortably by two and 
three quarter lengths from Minella Rocco. It 
capped a tremendous week for Harrington 
and Power, who teamed up for three winners 
at The Festival. Sizing John went on to win the 
G1 Punchestown Gold Cup and is disputing 
favouritism for the 2018 Timico Cheltenham 
Gold Cup. A sad postscript to the season was 
the death of joint-owner Ann Potts in August 
following a long illness. Ann had been present 
alongside husband Alan for Sizing John's Gold 
Cup victory. 

Pony Racing Achievement of the Season
James Bowen
James Bowen is the son of trainer Peter Bowen 
and his wife Karen and the younger brother of 
Mickey, a leading point-to-point handler, and 
champion conditional jockey Sean. In common 
with Sean, James is a graduate of pony racing 
and is fast making his marks a jockey. James 
set a record for most wins by a novice rider 
in the latest point-to-point season, breaking 

Only Gorgeous 

Wholestone
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the record at Chaddesley Corbett in May 
and ending the season with 30 winners. His 
success was even more remarkable given that 
he was not able to ride until his 16th birthday 
on March 12, several months into the season. 
He is now riding as a conditional and looks 
assured of carrying on his family's tremendous 
achievements, having recently teamed up with 
trainer Nicky Henderson.

Racing Ride of the Season
Adrian Heskin on Sir Valentino -188Bet 
Haldon Gold Cup, Exeter, 01/11/2016
Adrian Heskin takes the honours for racing ride 
of the season following his never say die effort 
aboard Sir Valentino, trained by his boss Tom 
George, in the G2 188Bet Haldon Gold Cup. Sir 
Valentino still had plenty to do after jumping 
the last, but was urged on by Heskin to get 
up and defeat favourite Garde La Victoire by a 
short-head.

Horse Performance of the Season
Many Clouds - BetBright Cotswold Chase, 
Cheltenham, 29/01/2017
The late Many Clouds, owned by Trevor 
Hemmings, trained by Oliver Sherwood and 
ridden by Leighton Aspell throughout his 
career, was judged by the panel to have put 
up the performance on the season when 
winning the G2 BetBright Cotswold Chase at 
Cheltenham on Festival Trials Day in January. 
The son of Cloudings had previously landed 
the honours in the 2015 BetBright Cotswold 
Chase prior to winning the Grand National 
later that season. His bittersweet head victory 
over Thistlecrack in 2017, in which he showed 
immense courage, subsequently earned the 
late chaser the accolade of being the best 
three-mile plus chaser in the Anglo-Irish Jump 
Classifications.

Horse of the Season
One for Arthur - Betfred Classic Handicap 
Chase, Warwick 14/01/17 and the Randox 

Health Grand National, Aintree, 08/04/17
One For Arthur created history in 2017 when 
becoming only the second Scottish-trained 
winner of the Randox Health Grand National. 
Owned by "Two Golf Widows" - Belinda 
McClung and Deborah Thompson - One For 
Arthur's campaign was superbly mapped out 
by trainer Lucinda Russell. After a win at Kelso 
in October, he put up an eye-catching first 
performance at Aintree when a staying-on 
fifth in the Becher Chase on December 3. A 
six-length victory in the G3 Betfred Classic 
Handicap Chase at Warwick on January 14 
marked One For Arthur as a serious Grand 
National contender and crucially raised his 
rating sufficiently to ensure his participation 
at Aintree. He was kept fresh for Aintree after 
winning at Warwick and that strategy paid off 
as the eight-year-old stayed on strongly to win 
the world's greatest chase by four and a half 
lengths.

Stable Person of the Year
Seanie Mulcaire
Seanie has worked as travelling head lad for 
Somerset trainer Philip Hobbs since 1992, 
and spent five years with Enda Bolger in his 
native Ireland. He partnered six winners under 
rules as an amateur in Britain between 1993 

Sean Mulcaire

Ollie McPhail 

and 1997 as well as gaining 20 point-to-point 
victories, 10 of which were in Ireland.

Outstanding contribution Award
Ollie McPhail
Ollie McPhail was a Jump jockey for 13 
seasons, hanging up his boots in 2008 after 
129 winners. His second career has been as 
Lead Education Officer for Racing To School, 
the charity that uses the UK's racecourses, 
trainers' yards and studs to offer young 
people a unique learning experience. During 
his time with Racing To School, Ollie has led 
over 1,000 events to offer young people a 
unique learning experience. He has worked 
with around 40,000 young people, giving the 
majority their first taste of the sport.

He said "I have been very fortunate to retrain 
for a second job that I love. The work we 
do offers real value to young people and 
promotes so many positive aspects about 
racing - as a sport and a potential employer. I 
enjoy challenging the schoolchildren, and their 

teachers, to tune into everyday racing activities 
like checking a jockey's weight or working 
out race distances as a way of improving their 
maths skills. Many of them want to learn more 
and say that they want to come back."

Racing to School's Chairman David Adam said: 

"Ollie has such a natural and easy connection 
with young people and is highly respected by 
the many schools and colleges with which we 
work. As Trustees, we are so grateful to Ollie for 
adding so much to the charity's work over the 
last decade."

Ollie's achievements with Racing To School 
were also recognised in 2013 when he 
was awarded the Griffins Richard Davis 
Achievement Award by JETS (the Jockeys 
Employment and Training Scheme).

Sarah-Jane Muirie  
www.cheltenham.co.uk
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'Our youngest member Katie Miller has 
agreed to write articles for our newsletter 
when school and other activities allow. I'm 
sure you will all join me in welcoming her 
and agree she has written a very good article 
on our recent visit to Overbury Stud on 
September 23rd.  

A few years ago my Dad asked if I would like 
to go to Cheltenham races. I said yes, but really 
did not know what to expect (though mention 
was made of bacon sandwich which sounded 
good). We ended up having a great day out; 
I remember seeing Sprinter Sacre for the first 
time, watching him from the pre-parade ring 
out to the course and the buzz of excitement 
when he came home a winner. He is still one of 
my favourites.

Since then Dad and I go racing as often as we 
can. I like following certain Jockeys, Trainers and 
of course horses. One I always look out for is 

Thistlecrack. I also like following the lady Jockeys 
and one of my favourites is Lizzy Kelly who rides 
Tea For Two. I’ve got pictures of all of them on 
my wall at home. So when Dad told me we had 
the chance to go and visit the Overbury Stud 
and see the father of two of my favourite horses 
I jumped at the chance.

It was the first time that either of us had been on 
a CTCRC Stable Visit and I was not sure what to 
expect. I need not have worried, everybody was 
really friendly. We met up with the other club 
members and made our way over to a paddock 
where we were greeted by three beautiful 
friendly foals who were quite happy to come 
over to be fussed and make friends with us all. 
We were then joined by Simon Sweeting who 
showed us around the Stud.

First of we were taken into the most impressive 
stable block I have ever seen with a courtyard in 
the middle. It was the sort of place I had always 

dreamed of visiting. If I 
had a pony this would 
be my dream stable. A 
few curious faces peeked 
out over the stable 
doors wondering who 
had come to visit. As 
we gathered round we 
were shown three of the 
Studs stallions. As they 
were paraded around 
the courtyard Simon told 
us about their successes 
both on the track and as 
breeding stallions. They 

really were the most handsome horses and 
in wonderful condition. The first we saw was 
Schiaparelli, a really powerful and impressive 
animal. I had not heard of him before and was 
amazed when Simon told us about all his wins in 
Europe and this country including the German 
Derby and German St Leger. He won five Group 
One races. That is a lot of success! . When we 
got home I learnt he is related to Sprinter and 
Annie Power....wow! Next we saw Dunaden 
who also won a great many races including the 
Melbourne Cup which I’ve learnt is the worlds 
richest horse race.

For me though the star of the show was Kayf 
Tara – Thistlecrack’s Dad. It was so exciting to 
see such a famous horse so close up. Simon 
told us that he has been the Champion Jumps 
sire in the whole of the country no less than 
seven times. I never thought I would ever get 
the chance to see such a champion; it was a real 
thrill to see him. 

Our visit was going better than I had ever 
imagined. Simon then took us out on a walk 
around the paddocks. As we went round Simon 
told us about the Studs history, how it works 
and about some of the challenges involved in 
breeding champion race horses. He answered 
all of our questions and I learnt so much. It was 
really fascinating; there is far more involved 
than I had ever imagined and so many details 

to think about from vets scanning the mares to 
managing the grass in the paddocks. Everything 
is planned and thought through very carefully. 
The paddocks themselves were just fantastic 
with beautiful views across to the Malverns. 
From time to time we stopped and Simon 
introduced us to the horses; it is amazing to 
think that some of these youngsters might one 
day turn out to be great champions. 

All too soon it was time to head back home. I 
wished I could have stayed all weekend! I think 
that one day I might want to work with horses; 
this visit has opened up my eyes to a whole part 
of the racing world that I had never thought of 
before. The visit gave me a lot to think about. 
As we drove home Dad and I agreed that the 
breeding aspect of the sport is something we 
would like to learn more about; it will help make 
our visits to the races even more exciting.

I would like to thank Simon and the Overbury 
Stud for allowing us to visit and being so kind 
and friendly. Thanks also to Sarah for organising 
the trip and asking me to write this article. It 
was a real thrill to be asked at the end of a really 
exciting visit. Dad has booked us to go on the Neil 
Mulholland stable visit next month – I can’t wait.

Katie Miller (aged 11).

OVERBURY 
STUD VISIT

Left to right: Schiaparelli, Kayf Tara and Dunaden.
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with an exceptionally lovely character and is 
very handsome with a star and a coal-black 
coat. There was an hour before pulling out, 
so we went on a drive to the town centre, 
with intentions to visit the Haribo sweetshop. 
Harrison had heard about it on a visit there last 
summer, as it is where the Haribo factory is. The 
sat-nav said six minutes but it took a little longer 
after a wrong turn. Disappointingly, the shop 
was shut for refurbishment! We were gutted, 
having pictured ourselves leaving with tubs 
of sugary delights. Yet, it gives us an objective 
to volunteer to do another trip up to Ponty 
racecourse. 

We got changed and I got Stanley ready in 
plenty of time, with chequered quarter marks 
and oiled hooves. To get to the course, we 
had to cross a road (a policeman stopped 
approaching traffic), pass over ragwort-riddled 
scrub ground at the edge of a golf course, over 
a mountainous embankment and down a steep 
woodland track, through a doorway in a wall 
and into the pre-parade ring. Luckily Stanley was 
like leading an obedient dog! 

I loved Ponty, with its old brick stands. It 
was ladies day so the spectators were very 
glamorous. It was busy for a mid-week 
afternoon; every champagne bar was crowded. 
Stanley ran well to finish second – the winner 
won easily. He won best turned out, which I 
shared with his lad at home, Mario Voivozeanu. 
The hike back to the stables was far enough that 
Stanley had stopped blowing. Leaving an hour 
after hour race meant hitting Pontefract in rush-

hour but the queues did not matter. Harrison 
and I deeply inhaled the scent of Haribo sweets 
that hung unmistakably in the air for about half 
a mile!

31st August: Candelaria (nicknamed Candy) ran 
at Bath – not just the highest racecourse in the 
country but a delightful one. The layout was 
very compact, with a short walk to the weighing 
room and an easy lead up. The paddock 
had flowerbeds in full bloom and a friendly 
atmosphere to go with the breezy sunshine. 
Candy was rather rotund in a paddock of 
whippety sprinters and was far from the winner 
(beat two) but it was a lovely afternoon.

Candy only ran once more – again at Bath on 
the 17th September. He broke well, travelled 
with the best of them but when he had to exert 
himself, he did exactly the opposite. In fact, 
Candy beat two again but with his ears pricked 
and head held high despite wearing blinkers. 
Jockey Shane Kelly called him a “monk”, which 
is a short for monkey. So, Candy was retired and 
rehomed as an eventer. I will miss his sweet face 
and how he made me laugh every day being so 
greedy for carrots and peppermints. 

3rd September: Our first Owner’s Day in four 
years clashed with me running the Chocolate 
5k, in aid of St Mary’s Hospice in Birmingham. 
Basically that meant I went to a park in Solihull, 
ran the fundraiser in less than thirty minutes, 
drove home to shower and change into racing 
clothes to help with the end of the parade of 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

On Summer Diary 2017 – Part 2
Back in May, Daisy was the best new 
addition to Jackdaws Castle. She is 
Hughie’s adopted “little sister” – a piebald 
Jack Russell with a speckledy pink tummy 
and lots of boldness. Hughie is reticent 
and resigned; unless you’re a visitor when 
he’s at his most friendly or on Bacon 
Roll Wednesdays, when he’s at his most 
cordial. However, Daisy is friendly and runs 
across the yard to say hello. She is alert, 
but needs to learn horse-sense, which 
hopefully will not come in a well-aimed 
kick. The tame ginger cat Tonic had always 
led a peaceful, untroubled existence, 
until Daisy came along. Preceded by a 
barrage of yapping, Tonic shoots out of 
the yard and will claw her way up a tree, 
leaving Daisy barking round the trunk. The 
squirrels too are similarly harassed.

Daisy’s most amusing habit is to raid the hostels 
of (bravely) worn socks, the odd shoe and once 
a decimated lone flip flop. Her pilfering has 
also affected the yard when she has fled with 
gamgee, clamped in her tiny jaws, or a wad of 
Vetwrap, a stray ball of scrunched up foil from 
a bacon roll or a tail bandage. Head lad Johnny 
Kavanagh has failed to see the amusing side!

1st August: I had a perfect evening at Worcester 
with State The Obvious. Before leaving, I asked 
the Boss if I could not plait him – the Boss 
agreed “as long as he wins.” It isn’t as if STO 
sweats or gets wound up but he is grumpy 
so would appreciate not being fussed. He still 
had a shampoo but just chilled in his stable 

for the rest of the afternoon. His grumpiness is 
a smokescreen to a nervy character, and he is 
actually inquisitive and sweet. STO won, which 
was brilliant for jockey Richie McLernon and the 
horse, both having finished second their last 
two runs. 

6th August: I had another sunny Sunday taking 
Washed Ashore (Washy) to Market Rasen. It took 
me ages to shampoo him because he lives out 
all the time and is dirtier than most. He has long 
white socks behind, which I scrubbed and then 
whitened further with talcum powder. It was a 
perfect day in every sense as Washy won the 
best-turned-out and then won his chase. He 
was a joy to take racing and well mannered. He 
was initially keen with jockey Aidan Coleman 
and took a chance over the fourth last, but that 
didn’t matter when he flew home!

9th August: Harrison Day took the four-box up 
to Sheffield, to the UK hub of lorry company 
Equi-Trek. The lorry had a list of repairs, including 
a broken rear light and a jockey door that had to 
be tied shut during transit for it kept swinging 
open! An hour later, I followed on in a two-box 
with Stanley and the racing kit. We met at the 
lorry headquarters and continued the journey all 
together. Yet, not before a few of the office girls 
had come out to meet Stanley, who peered out 
the box’s rear door and was their Tweet of the 
day!

We then drove across to Pontefract, universally 
known as Ponty, a racecourse I had never 
visited before. The stables were a hike from the 
racecourse, so Harrison went to declare whilst 
I bathed and plaited Stanley. He is another Daisy from pup to dog

Super Syndicate Saturday



1514

horses. Everything had run smoothly, mostly 
due to the hard work of head girl Flo Willis 
and her top organisational skills! The weather 
changed from drizzling to rain and back to 
drizzling, yet the mood was vibrant as the 
owners kept dry in the indoor school. 

Later, my task was to find the dogs and keep 
them safe. I found Daisy but Hughie was 
missing. He was nowhere in the yard or office 
and I discovered him in the marquee for the 
owner’s lunch, strutting between the long 
tables, sniffing the scents of delicious food. 

As with every yard I have worked in, the evening 
of the owner’s day means a staff party with 
free-flowing drinks. We all gathered down the 
Plough and drank merrily, boosted by generous 
owners Jeremy and Germaine Hitchins who had 
a winner that afternoon at Worcester with Mad 
Jack Mytton.

I was chuffed to raise £216.60 for my 5k, with 
the help of family, friends and very generous 
work colleagues, most of who exceeded their £1 
pledges. 

8th September: Head maintenance man 
Federico Bazan and his team had emptied 
the Stud – a beautiful old barn in the middle 
of the estate, without electricity and always 
slightly spooky. Usually, it is used for storage, the 

workshop for the fence-building and storage 
for a dozen Easy Fix portables. They cleared 
left-over birch bundles, a ton of ancient buckets, 
feed bowls, loose boxes and added a generator 
to power the music and disco lights. The dust, 
cobwebs and spiders were swept away. Bales 
of shavings were lined up around the edge to 
act as seating. Big tubs of water and ice cooled 
bottles of drink. Trestle tables bowed under 
the weight of numerous salads and a lamb was 
suspended over glowing embers out in the 
courtyard. Two youngsters, out for the winter in 
the “stud field”, looked over the gate with much 
interest. For a day that had been incredibly wet, 
the evening was dry with puffy clouds in a rosy 
sky. There was ample tasty food, homemade 
cookies for afters and lots of booze! 

It was late enough when only six of us remained, 
giving ‘singer’ Richie McLernon lots of requests. 
We were dancing in the shadow of the previous 
yard sweeper; its circular brushes folded inwards 
as if in a deep slumber; the windscreen dusty. 
Our dancing made a million motes rise up from 
the concrete floor. I totally blame work-rider 
Claire Whitson for my hung-over state the next 
morning. She had rocked up with six plastic 
champagne flutes and poured out one of the 
many bottles of Cava she had brought along. 
“My nickname used to be Cava Claire,” she 
mused. “But Champagne Claire would’ve been 
much classier!” 

23rd September: Super Syndicate Saturday: This 
is an annual open morning for the owners who 
make up our thirteen syndicates. A smattering of 

people watched third lot but, by fourth lot, there 
was about a hundred. The PA system was set up 
in the indoor school where the boss was giving 
a run down on every horse. The most fun aspect 
was for the riders who were on the syndicate 
horses wore the owners’ colours. I was on 
Doesyourdogbite (Gromit) so wore his black and 
orange silks. There were a lot big smiles. Georgie 
Webb beamed in Mont Royale’s stripy ones and 
Keaton McMinn looked feminine sporting pink! 
For jockey Killian Moore it is a part of his usual 
daily routine but it was the first time I had ever 
worn them, and ditto for a lot of the others. Leah 
Burnet said, “I actually felt like a jockey” and we 
heartedly agreed. There was a certain degree 
of pride to wear the colours of what may have 
been a favourite horse (this certainly was the 
case for me in Gromit’s colours). Every horse 
behaved very well during their mini parade; 
Gromit danced his way round, ears pricked.

After each horse had been spoken about, we 
gathered at the bottom of the short to go twice 
up for the big group of owners, standing at 
the top of rise, to watch. No one fell off or got 
run away with and no horse got kicked; thus, 
Super Syndicate Saturday was very successful for 
another year! 

After the May sales, I was given a new horse to 
look after, replacing the retired Holywell. He is 
called Global Citizen and won an Irish point-
to-point. He is nicknamed Twickers, a name 
that came with him. He crunches down carrots 
with a satisfied familiarity and has grown in 
friendliness and trust. He is not the tallest but 
is stocky with a round belly. He is a dark bay in 
colour with a snip on his nose that resembles a 
smudge of chalk. 

As well as Twickers, I have my usual Lost Legend, 
It’s A Gimme and Doesyourdogbite, who 
summered incredibly well and was fresh for 
weeks. This time of year, everyone is filled with 
hope and excitement; I am too but I dampen 
down any expectations as the reality is often 
shattering. I still have Visandi (Andy) but he 
went out in the field late summertime, keeping 

the yearling colt company. Last week, on riding 
past, I noticed Andy’s long tail had been halved 
in length, no longer flowing. The colt has been 
eating it and it is devastating as horses’ tails take 
months, if not years, to grow back.

A new season has brought in a few new staff, 
which, like the young horses bring hope, bring 
a fresh feeling to the yard. Jordan Canavan, Leah 
Burnet (came from the Northern Racing College) 
and Henry Platt (came from Tom George’s) have 
passed their driving tests, whilst India Abbot 
is having regular lessons and revising for her 
theory. Flo Willis is on her third season here 
and has been promoted to head girl, working 
alongside Alan Berry and Johnny Kavanagh. The 
only difference to the other two is that she has 
continued to look after More Of That and starts 
evening stables early to get him mucked out 
and brushed before checking the 42 horses in 
her care. 

Michelle Moore and I will continue to assist in 
the driving jobs, whereas Harrison Day has been 
promoted to head of travelling. I get to take 
horses to the vets and breakers to Martin Jones’ 
yard and I got to pick up the mended four-box 
from Sheffield; such little trips I enjoy rather than 
just going racing. Yet, it was Harrison who got 
to go to Cheltenham Racecourse to pick up 104 
bundles of birch so the fences could be remade 
for the oncoming season!

State The Obvious 

Candelaria (Candy) 

Washed Ashore  
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Why take bloods?
A blood sample may help the vet identify a 
problem that is affecting your horse. A single 
blood test doesn't always tell the whole story so 
sometimes the bloods are repeated to get an idea 
of what is normal for that horse. For instance, racing 
yards may take bloods from their horses each week 
or month to monitor the health status of the whole 
yard. If a problem is identified then further bloods 
may be taken to monitor recovery, for example, 
after an infection or after a horse has 'tied-up'. The 
result of a blood test can't be taken in isolation; 
the vet has to interpret it along with the clinical 
condition of the horse and also the environment at 
the time of the test. If the horse is sick, a full profile 
will be run to try to determine which organs may be 
affected

Racehorses will usually have a ‘fitness’ profile run 
which looks at the haematology to detect anaemia 
or infection, and part of the biochemistry that looks 
at inflammation, and the muscle enzymes to detect 
muscle damage. This may be run prior to the race 
to ensure it can run, or may be run after the race to 
find a reason for a disappointing run. Some trainers 
will not run their horse if the profile does not match 
the horse’s normal results. 

Haematology
This is the study of the cells in the blood. The 
majority of cells are red blood cells. The number of 
these can fall in anaemia or if the horse has had a 
major bleed. The total numbers may rise if the horse 
is excited, stressed or has just exercised. Horses 
have a large supply of red blood cells in their spleen 
which are released with stress or exercise. The 
proportion may also rise if the horse is dehydrated. 
This is measured by the PCV (packed cell volume) 
also known as Haematocrit value, and is given as a 
percentage of cells to fluid. White blood cells in the 
blood have a role in reacting to infection, allergy or 

inflammation. There are also platelets in the blood, 
these are very small cells and have a role in helping 
blood to clot in wounds.

Blood cells
A drop of blood is spread one cell thick on a slide 
and viewed down the microscope. The number, 
shape and proportion of white blood cells is 
recorded. White cells are neutrophils, lymphocytes, 
monocytes and eosinopils. The ideal proportion is 
around 60% neutrophils, 40% lymphocytes with 1-4 
% each of eosinophils and monocytes. This count is 
known as a white cell differential. 

The total number of white cells generally rises in 
infections. Sometimes in the early phase of severe 
infection the total count will fall initially, as the 
white cells pass out of the blood into the affected 
tissue. In chronic infection the shape of the white 
cells is different as the bone marrow produces cells 
without time for them to mature properly. These 
are known as band cells. With viral challenge the 
total white cell count may fall and the proportion of 
lymphocytes increases.

Neutrophils - the total number rises in infectious 
disease

Lymphocytes - these can increase with stress or 
exercise, or with viral disease. 

Monocytes - increase in chronic infection, or post 
respiratory virus Eosinophils -these can rise in 
allergic or parasitic disease

Biochemistry
This is the study of the liquid part of the blood, 
which contains proteins, enzymes, minerals etc. 
Many of these parameters are linked to the function 
of more than one body system so the whole profile 
must be considered.

Fibrinogen and serum amyloid A (SAA) - these 

are inflammatory proteins 
which increase in infection 
or inflammation. SAA is 
very sensitive and rises 
and falls quickly, so can 
often indicate infection 
before other parameters 
react. It is also useful for 
checking recovery and 
response to treatment, 
as it will go back to 
normal levels before 
other parameters. SAA 
is particularly useful in 
racehorses as it may 
give early indication of a 
problem that may affect 
performance.

Total protein, albumin and globulin - used to assess 
general body condition, nutrition and response 
to disease. Low total protein may indicate poor 
nutrition or a protein losing condition such as 
diarrhoea, or gastric reflux after colic surgery. High 
total and globulin may indicate infection. Low 
albumin and high globulin may indicate parasitism.

Aspartate aminotransferase (AST) and 
creatine kinase (CPK) - AST and CPK are used to 
detect or monitor muscle damage (tying-up). AST 
rises and falls slowly, and CPK rises and falls quickly 
so by analysing the 2 together you can monitor the 
recovery and tell if further damage is occurring from 
working the horse too soon.

AST, alkaline phosphatase (ALP), gamma 
glutamyltransferase (GGT), bile acids and 
bilirubin - these are used to detect and monitor 
liver disease. Bilirubin is not very sensitive in 
horses, as animals that have not eaten will have 
raised levels. Bile acids are a useful indicator of 
liver function and can also help give a guide to 
prognosis. Bile acids can be normal even when 
other parameters are elevated, as the liver can 
have significant disease before showing signs of 
failure. Any elevation in these areas requires further 
diagnostic work-up that may include ultrasound 
scans and liver biopsy. 

Urea, creatinine and GGT - these are used to 

detect kidney disease. Urea can also be raised in 
grass sickness cases, 'overtrained' horses that have 
a high protein diet, and those that may be slightly 
dehydrated.

Calcium, phosphorus and magnesium - 
these are minerals mostly supplied by the diet, 
so low levels may indicate inadequate nutrition, 
in particular in young horses in-training whose 
bones are still maturing. ALP is also associated with 
bone turnover so young horses will have much 
higher normal levels than adults. For horses on 
fluid treatment, for example post colic surgery, the 
levels are used to assess the need to supplement 
the fluids given. The balance of theses minerals 
may also be affected by severe disease when other 
body systems are not working properly. As calcium 
is associated with muscle contraction, low calcium 
levels can also cause diaphragmatic flutter in 
performance horses, or uterine inertia in pregnancy 
causing problems at delivery.

Glucose - as diabetes is extremely rare in horses, 
this is mainly used as part of a glucose absorption 
test where levels are measured over several hours 
after a dose of glucose is given by mouth, to detect 
malabsorption problems in the intestine. It is also 
used along with ACTH to detect Cushing's disease. 
Glucose is also useful in young, sick foals to ensure 
adequate feed intake. 

Catherine Salthouse, Laboratory Manager

VET SECTION
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So, not a lot has happened in the last 
month or so. We have begun our hacking 
out and he is enjoying his new adventure 
trying to find all the new rides around 
his new home. We have found new 
bridleways that I didn’t even know existed 
(even though I’ve lived here for 10 years) 
discovered how to open and shut gates 
while still aboard, that was a bit of a 
challenge from so high up with the little 
gates around here. But, none the less he 
is enjoying his quiet time before getting 
going in the spring when the real work will 
begin. It is going to be hard work for the 
both of us but I’m sure we will have some 
fun together. 

The saddle fitter visited the other day and got 
Dodge all measured up to get him a saddle 
for when we get going, up until now I’ve been 
riding him out in my work race exercise saddle. 
That is fine for while we are still hacking but 
once we start schooling on the flat we will both 
need the support in the right places for the job 
in hand. I am looking forward to getting Dodge 
going and seeing what he can do because 
I really think he will surprise most of us that 
know him best as well as the people that have 
followed his racing career. He has shown little 
glimmers of something just as we are messing 
around trotting up the road but, at the same 

time I think he will still benefit massively for 
having a bit more quiet time before getting 
going especially with the racing about to kick 
off for the new season. I won’t have a lot of time 
outside of work to be travelling to have lessons 
as most of my weekends will be full of working 
or racing. So, we will have to make do with just 
messing around when we can at home until 
I can get stuck in properly and give it my all 
instead of just half heartedly.

Dodge has really started to settle in now and 
has made this his home. Him and my other 
horses are now getting on a lot better and are 
looking as though they have been together 
a lot longer than just 6 months. He has really 
taken to one in particular... my Shetland. I have a 
7 year old filly Shetland that my mum and dad 
bought me a few years back for my 21st birthday 
to keep my old horse company as he was all on 
his own and going in to his fully retirement on 
the farm. No one wants to grow old alone, so 
we thought we would get him a friend. Well, 
they have been friends for around 4 years until 
the new kid on the block turns up. Dodging 
Bullets, my old lad, Kind Of Magic or Tadpole to 
friends, has taken this quite hard and wasn’t a 
fan of this new kid turning up and taking away 
his lady but they have grown to realise that it is 
easier to let bygones be bygones and share her 
even though they both get very upset if their 
girlfriend goes off without them.

But there we go, that is all that has been 
happening in the life of Dodge for this month. 
until next time. 

Lucy Sharp

Apologies to Lucy as we miss pelt her 
surname in the last edition it is Sharp 
without the E.

DODGE'S
NEW ADVENTURE



20

Foxhunters Chase at Aintree, continues as the 
yard's amateur jockey. With several of our staff 
from last season staying on, as well as a good 
mix of new faces filled with enthusiasm, we 
have a strong backbone to the operation for the 
winter months ahead.

We have our biggest and strongest team of 
horses to go to war with to date, with a diverse 
mix of older handicappers, exciting novice 
chasers and hurdlers as well as a few promising 
youngsters who we have high hopes for. With 
plenty of new faces behind the stable doors as 
well as all of our old favourites, I couldn't happier 
with the way things are looking at the moment. 
The horses have continued in good heart 
throughout early autumn and this is always the 
best time of the season, as all our hopes and 

dreams are still alive at this early stage. If we can 
keep our horses sound and healthy, we should 
have plenty to look forward to.

The majority of horses that came back from 
grass are now starting their full work regime 
after four weeks trotting on the quiet country 
lanes, before cantering away. Some horses 
will need a little more work than others but 
you expect that as a trainer and it's all about 
knowing when the horse is giving off the right 
signs. We have some big race targets in mind for 
a number of our horses but more about those 
in the next edition. I hope all that visited on 14th 
October were impressed with our team and 
facilities and had an enjoyable morning with us.

Neil Mulholland,  
Dan Higginson (Ghost Writer)

NEIL MULHOLLAND

COLUMN
Many of our horses enjoyed a nice long 
holiday out in the fields surrounding the 
yard and they all came back in looking 
great with plenty having strengthened 
up nicely over the summer, putting on a 
good bit of condition in the process. We 
are very fortunate to have some great turn 
out paddocks available to us and it's very 
important that the horses benefit from 
their summer break as it will be a long and 
hopefully fruitful season ahead.

Despite a good number of them being on their 
holidays, most of the boxes were still occupied 
and we've had plenty of runners throughout the 
warmer months. We've made a very pleasing 
start with 25 jumps winners already under the 
belt and that sets an encouraging foundation to 
now build on as we try and improve on last year, 
which was a brilliant achievement, breaking the 
100 winners barrier for the first time, finishing 
with a total of 108 winners over jumps. Our 
constant goal is to keep improving the quality 

as well as the quantity of winners and with a 
diverse range of horses in the yard, we are very 
hopeful that another successful season lies 
ahead. It's not all just about our jumpers though, 
as we are very much a dual purpose yard. We 
are very proud of the vast array of horses under 
our care here at Conkwell Grange and it was a 
testament to the versatility of the yard when 
we had a two year old winner over five furlongs 
earlier this month at our local course. 

I have a great team behind me here at home as 
well as on the track, where Noel Fehily remains 
our number one, with Tom Scudamore regularly 
riding for us too. We very much try to use the 
best available, or the riders we think will best 
suit individual horses and we are fortunate to 
have a talented team of younger lads that work 
for us full time. Harry Reed and Phillip Donovan 
are our conditional jockeys, both claiming a 
valuable 7lbs which we hope to put to good use 
throughout the season ahead, while James King, 
last year's champion amateur and winner of the 

21
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Hi, I’m Nick and I’m looking forward to 
sharing my experiences of the National 
Hunt season with you.

As a freelance professional jockey, I ride for 
several trainers, but mainly for Jeremy Scott, 
Victor Dartnal, Jack Barber and Paul Henderson. 

I’m 28, based in Somerset, and have ridden since 
I was a child. I started off in the show ring and 
went to the Horse of the Year Show and the 
Royal International. 

Some of my fellow jockeys do give me 
some stick about showing, but it was good 
experience. Competing at HOYS forces you to 
handle pressure and riding a lot of different 
ponies helps to you learn how to gauge a 
horse’s ability. I also did showjumping at a high 

level, which taught me to see a stride, but I 
always wanted to be a jockey.

Jump racing is at its quietest at the moment but 
the last couple of weeks after a bit of rain things 
have started to get busier. But I’ve had a couple 
of recent winners: Moorlands Jack, Garilla Tactics 
both for Jeremy Scott and Pengos Boy for Stuart 
Kittow, which is a nice boost at this time of year.

There aren’t really any major targets for me this 
year, although it’s always nice to bag a winner 
at the major festivals which I have been lucky 
enough to do before.. I just hope to stay injury 
free and hope to get on the right horses on the 
right days!

Nick Scholfield

NICK SCHOLFIELD
COLUMN

Nick with winning owner Mrs Pam 
Pengelly photo by Helen Stoneman

Wednesday October 18th -  
National Hunt Season Preview
The panel will be Rory Delargy 
(Guardian correspondent), Chris Cook 
(Guardian) and Cathryn Fry (William 
Hill, Radio Gloucester and Radio 
Winchcombe), interviewed by Robert 
Cooper (At The Races).

Wednesday November 15th -  
Garry Wiltshire
The colourful bookmaker known as "the 
belly on the telly" to be interviewed by 
Alex Steedman from Racing UK.

The meetings start at 8pm. All welcome 
- please bring your membership cards. 

Non members also welcome at a charge 
of £6

Presentation of Leading Jockey 
at Worcester on Wednesday 25th 
October. 

Stable visits:
Olly Murphy 4th November.
Names to Sarah at ctcrcstablevisits@
gmail.com by 28th October.

Gordon Elliott 2nd December.
Names to Sarah at ctcrcstablevisits@
gmail.com by November 18th.

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 25th April 2017 – 28th April 
2018 (Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including 1st 
October 2017)

1st  Charlie Hammond  70 pts 
2nd  James Bowen  61 pts 
3rd=  Richard Patrick  59 pts 
3rd=  Stan Sheppard  59 pts 
5th  Ciaran Gethings  48 pts 
6th  David Noonan  43 pts 
7th  Daniel Samsom  42 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This 
award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD
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September heralded our first club meeting of 
the new season. We were happy to welcome 
Laura Hurley and Olly Murphy as first season 
trainers with Roger Hart chairing the meeting. 
Unfortunately, Christian Williams was unable 
to attend.

Roger interviewed each guest in turn, delving into 
their backgrounds, giving those present, an insight 
into our guests’ daily routines and ambitions. 

Warwickshire based Laura hails from a point-to-point 
family background. As a permit holder, she took over 
redundant horses that her injured mother was unable 
to continue training. She became a licence holder a 
year ago, with a 10 horse NH yard. Laura was keen to 
stress that she has room for 4 more at present. She 
cites Robin Dickin as having a great influence over her 
formative years, (along with her parents) and admires 
his longevity in training runners. Laura also works 
for a commercial property company and with only 
one other stable hand, Laura is a very busy person, 
but she seems to thrive on it and is relishing the 
challenge. Her first runner, Orang-utan, won and she 
tasted continued success with Catching Time gaining 
an enviable back-to-back three-timer.

On the whole, the horses in the yard are owner/
breeder types. Laura’s partner sourced Catching Time 
from Ireland, where he had had 17/18 runs with a 
modicum of success. Laura has a realistic approach 
to training; she is confident in her knowledge of the 
horses in her care and is able to place them well. She 
also admits to being really lucky. 

Her day today, began at four, driving her horses 
back and forth to the gallops (Hutsby’s). Supervising 
a yard dentist visit, as well as parenting her three 
year old son. She has found publicising the yard, 
time consuming, with the usual attention given to 
auctions, open mornings and social media. Her web-
site is currently under review and despite Roger’s 
teasing, asserts that she has no link to Liz Hurley. As 
yet, she has no sponsors involved in the yard. Her 
owners are an enthusiastic and eclectic group of 
people and she likes nothing better than giving them 

a good day at the races.

Olly Murphy also, has familial links to racing. His 
Mum trains near Statford-upon-Avon and his father, 
Aiden, is a top bloodstock agent, so racing is truly 
in his blood. He left Gordon Elliott’s yard on the 1st 
May and had his first runner/winner on July 10th. He 
admits this was a fairytale start and enjoyed receiving 
congratulatory texts from none other than Eddie and 
Michael O’Leary. Olly has great respect for Gordon 
and acknowledges that Gordon always ‘puts his 
horses first’.

As a younger man, Olly rode 30 P-T-P winners, 
but his weight became an issue and so he went 
into serving his apprenticeship as a trainer. He has 
formerly worked under Chris Bealby and Alan King, 
the latter as assistant trainer for 18 months. He 
remains in constant contact with Alan King, asking 
his advice on a regular basis. He maintains that he left 
King’s yard with a ‘much thicker skin’, but far more 
knowledgeable, having been at the yard during 
the days of Katchit, My Way de Solzen and Voy por 
Ustedes.

Olly’s yard is predominantly NH, within 2 miles of 
his childhood friend and rival Dan Skelton. Olly uses 
similar training methods as Gordon Elliott, even 
down to the same feeding regimes and saddle 
pads; sticking to his mentor’s adage of ‘not over 
complicating things.’ Olly is fortunate to be able to 
use 3or 4 former jockeys (he named Ian Popham, 
Charlie Poste, Henry Brooke and Fergus Gregory) to 
ride out his lots. Like Laura, Olly, too uses Hutsby’s 
gallops. Dickie Johnson (‘the perfect gentleman’) also 
joins the string once a week, offering help in placing 
horses. Olly admitted, tongue-in-cheek, that getting 
good-looking staff was not easy! Roger quoted a 
newspaper headline, attributed to Olly, in which he 
stated that ‘nice guys come second. I have no interest 
in coming second.’ Olly confessed to this being true, 
but he was keen to stress that he is acutely aware of 
operating in a results driven business. His quest for 
success was palpable and to be admired.

During the evening, Roger drew our attention to the 

fact that all the new trainers who had spoken at such 
meetings in the past were still training and successful. 
We finished the evening with a question and answer 
forum, with Roger (R) posing the questions and Laura 
(L) and Olly(O) supplying the answers.

R – What advice would you give your 10year old self?
O – Work harder at school.
L – Marry a footballer!

R – What is your earliest racing memory?
O – Rooster Booster winning the Champion Hurdle. 
(Fortunately , he was able to witness this first hand, as 
he was sick and unable to attend school!)
L- Prince Ebor winning the members’ race( may have 
been the Maiden )at Lowsonford.

R – What has been your best day racing?
L – Having a winner on my first day as a Permit 
holder– Orangutan ridden by D. Bass, and gaining a 
4th with Ayling (R. Kirk) who ran at Towcester, on the 
same day.

O – Don Cossack winning the gold cup! A close 
second was his day at Stratford where he had three 
winners, with a fourth horse winning at Newton 
Abbott.
R – What has been your best bet?
L - I’m not interested in betting.

O – Diamond King to win the Coral Cup @ 20/1 
(which was a Whately horse bought as an unraced 
3-yr-old by his dad)
R – What does racing do best?
L- It entertains people, allowing them to forget the 
stresses and strains of everyday life.

O – It brings together a variety of courses and 
followers. Also, ‘there’s nothing like that feeling in 
your belly, when your horse jumps the last in the 

lead– however good-looking the woman is!’
R – What is your worst habit?
O – The phone – it’s always ringing.
L – Biting my nails.

R – Have you a nickname?
L - l used to be called Lol – but this has other 
connotations now!
O – Murph! Unimaginative, but it still sticks!

R – How do you relax?
O – I’m a massive Aston Villa fan (Two players , Glen 
Whelan and Tommy Elphick have a horse in the yard.)
L – I head to the West Country beaches and watch 
‘Strictly Come Dancing’.

R – What is your greatest ambition?
L – To have a winner at Cheltenham.
O – To become champion trainer.

R – What has been your most embarrassing moment?
L – My son producing a dirty nappie, in the back of 
Jamie Lloyd’s car.
O – Being spoofed on arrival at Gordon Elliott’s. It 
involved being face-down on the floor, in a chippie, 
without my shirt!

R – Given the opportunity, what would you like to 
come back as?
L – Olly’s partner in Strictly come dancing!
O – A 4 yr-old flat horse, retiring to stud!

Roger brought the thoroughly enjoyable evening 
to a fitting close. Yet again, he was able to regale us 
with amusing anecdotes, (much of which is probably 
unprintable) whilst keeping a steady hand on the 
evenings’ proceedings. We sincerely offer our thanks 
to him for making the night another success.

SEPTEMBER
CLUB NIGHT

Olly Murphy, Laura Hurley and Roger Hart  Olly Murphy and Gordon Elliott
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Upton Viva Stud the pride of Robert 
Waley-Cohen. Our new column written by 
Jayne Bushby starts off with our visit and 
will continue in forthcoming editions.

Saturday 16th September brought to a 
close our tours of the stud for 2017. We were 
approached a few weeks ago by Sarah 
Matthews with a view to visiting the stud by 
as many members of the CTCRC as would 
like to come. Saturday arrived cloudy and wet 
but fortunately this did not deter our visitors. 
The rain abated somewhat and I believe an 
enjoyable visit was had by all, which included 
a surprise and guest appearance by Sam 
Waley-Cohen riding Long Run in the ménage. 
Robert Waley-Cohen chatted to all with 
great enthusiasm about his hopes and plans 

for the forthcoming National Hunt season 
which obviously, includes some home bred 
horses now in training as well as a recent 
acquisition..........Nonesuch. This is a three year 
old filly by Shirocco who we all have high 
expectations of and who will ultimately join our 
elite band of brood mares in due course once 
she has achieved some black type herself.

September is once again the time of year that 
I must confess to liking the least due to the 
weaning process! We weaned our two first 
born foals, out of Shatabdi and Makadamia, 
the second week of September and the next 
two out of Free Thinking and Violet Express at 
the end of the month. In all cases we quietly 
and quickly remove the mares away from the 
group leaving the foals with their "friends" and 

the remainder of the mares. A 
single older mare, Linnie, has 
been introduced to the herd 
and she will eventually be the 
only adult left and her role 
as "nanny" will commence. 
It's her job to keep the foals 
in check and teach them 
some manners and respect 
for others. When we need to 
bring them in for the farrier 
for instance we can just lead 
Linnie through the fields and 
the foals will follow. This type 
of weaning is known as the 
"Pied Piper" method and is 
less stressful for foals and 

mares alike.

September is also the month that we get all the 
broodmares scanned to check that they are still 
in foal for the October 1st stallion nomination 
payments. There was only one mare, previously 
in foal, who was scanned empty but the other 
seven are still pregnant and the dreams of what 
could be will start again.

With Autumn now closely in our sights, 
thoughts of winter grazing start to become 
quite important. Fields have been rested 

for three or more months, grazed by sheep, 
harrowed, rolled and sprayed and now in 
September a light dressing of an organic 
based fertiliser has been applied. Hopefully the 
weather will remain mild for the next week or 
two and the flush of grass expected will duly 
arrive.

Pressure washing is also on this month’s 
agenda. Not an ideal time of year so far as 
drying is concerned but a necessity all the 
same. The racehorses spent time in the 
youngsters barn during late summer so that is 
now empty and the task of pressure washing 
and disinfecting, followed by wood staining 
has commenced. This is the not so glamorous 
side of stud work but a necessity to combat 
infection of any sort. We bring our weanlings in 
for their first winter, usually by mid November 
so a clean environment is essential as these 
foals have been recently weaned and their 
immune system compromised.

Jayne Bushby
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Any owner of a National Hunt horse always 
looks forward to the Autumn when the 
better horses start to appear. The trainers 
update you on the horses progress and 
you particularly look for good news on 
the progress of any new horse you may 
have recently acquired. Before I left for 
a business trip to Hong Kong I was very 
upbeat on the information I was getting 
from Paul Nicholls and Dan Skelton. 

I have said before when preparing my notes for 
this article that our sport as extremes of highs 
and lows. So returning home at the weekend 
and not feeling very well from a tiring trip I 
received a call that every owner dreads to 
receive informing me that my horse Captain 
Forez had died. I am not able to give any further 
details at this time. He was a wonderful horse 
5 year old with a great future and I believe may 
have already been favourite for the novice 
hurdle at the Festival in March. Dan Skelton was 
doing a great job with him and because of his 
size 17.2 hands was not going to go over fences 
until he was 7 yo. Having received this news I 
spent most of the time in hospital at the week 
end with a minor problem. It was a time I now 
want to forget and hopefully things can only 
get better and I can look forward to some better 
days. 

Paul Nicholls tells me that Politologue should 
make his season debut in the Haldon Gold 
Cup at Exeter in November but this season will 
only race over 2 miles. He is a superb natural 
jumper and I am confident that this season 

you will see him Win a Grade 1 race. Lot 26 
at the Cheltenham sale at the Festival " The 
Dellercheckout" is progressing well and one 
day will make a good chaser. This Irish Point to 
Point winner is only 4yo so we will take plenty of 
time with him. The horses I own in partnership 
with Margaret Moody and David Stevenson Brio 
Conte and Gibbs Bay are progressing well but 
watch out for Brio going over jumps. The son 

of Dom Alco is a natural jumper with a lot of 
talent so fingers crossed. Gibbs Bay was a big 
backward horse that needed time and Paul has 
said that he is now maturing and strengthening 
up so we are hoping to have a good season with 
him. At Dan Skelton,s we have Aux Ptits Soins 
and I am confident that this winner of the Coral 
Cup in his first race in England at the Festival in 
2015 will show his true form this season. He has 
plenty of ability but has been held back with a 
number of niggling problems. 

It was also at the Cheltenham Festival sale on 
the Thursday evening this year having had 
a good liquid day that I bid for Lot 25 Marie 
Banrigh who was a beautiful 5 yo Mare. I just 
had to take her home and having breached our 
maximum bid by a serious amount with my 
friend and Co owner Jon Diver I am delighted 
with the progress she is making. She is showing 
a lot of ability in training and we are really 

looking forward to seeing her race in November. 

On a lighter note my son Robert has always told 
me that I am totally mad spending my money 
on Race horses although I have to say has won 
plenty of money backing them. Recently he 
and his friends went to the Glastonbury Pop 
Festival and noticed on arrival that it was on a 
Farm called Worthy Farm. Paul Nicholls was kind 
enough to put them up and on going back to 
Ditcheat Robert thought he should show an 
interest in my horses. Paul showed Robert and 
his friends some young 4 yo horses and said 
the one he pulled out had won a Point to Point 
at Larkhill and his name was "Worthy Farm" the 
coincidence was to much for Robert so he and 
his friends are now the proud owners under 
the Syndicate name YOLO. "You only live once" I 
wish them all the luck in the World.

John Hales

Captain Forez has sadly died. Photo by Julie Drewett.
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CHELTENHAM	AND	THREE	COUNTIES	RACE	CLUB	

NATIONAL	HUNT	TIPSTERS	COMPETITION	2017-2018	

Sponsored	by	Ladbrokes	

	

****Please	indicate	your	selections	by	“Number”	only	and	in	ascending	order.	Each	entry	line	will	cost	£2.50****	

	
	

A	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 E	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

B	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 F	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
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NAME................................................................................	

ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................................................	

.......................................................................................................................................................................	

PHONE	NO.............................................E-MAIL	........................................................................	

Entries	must	be	received	prior	to	1st	race	on	Friday	17th	November	2017		

PLEASE	MAKE	CHEQUES	PAYABLE	TO	CHELTENHAM	&	THREE	COUNTIES	RACE	CLUB	

Please	send	your	entry	form	and	fee	to:-	

	Colin	Nelson,	87,	Roman	Hackle	Ave,	Cheltenham,	Glos.,	GL50	4ST	or	to	any	Committee	member	
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CHELTENHAM	AND	THREE	COUNTIES	RACE	CLUB	
NATIONAL	HUNT	TIPSTERS	COMPETITION	2017	-	2018	

Sponsored	by	

Perpetual	trophy	sponsored	by	Nigel	Dimmer	

	

1st	Prize	£250	and	other	prizes	to	a	minimum	of	6th	place	

	

Prizes	for	most	points	scored	in	the	month	and	for	overall	leader	at	the	end	of	each	month.	

	

Points	will	be	awarded,	based	on	the	number	of	runners,	as	follows:-	

	
	

No.	of	Runners	 Winner	 2nd	 3rd	 4th	
Four	or	less	 15	 -	 -	 -	
5-7	 15	 10	 -	 -	
8-15	 20	 10	 5	 -	
16+	 20	 10	 5	 2	(applies	to	handicaps	only)	

	
	
	

ALL	points	will	be	doubled	for	the	Cheltenham	(March),	Aintree	(April)	&	Punchestown	Festivals.	
The	competition	will	run	from	Friday	17th	November	2017	until		

the	last	day	of	the	Punchestown	Festival,	Saturday	28th	April	2018.	
1	 ALTIOR	(IRE)	 26	 CONSTANTINE	BAY	 51	 LIMINI	 76	 ROAD	TO	RESPECT	(IRE)	

2	 APPLE'S	JADE	(FR)	 27	 CUE	CARD	(GB)	 52	 MEGA	FORTUNE	(FR)	 77	 SHANESHILL	(IRE)	
3	 AUGUSTA	KATE	 28	 DAME	ROSE	(FR)	 53	 MELON	 78	 SHANTOU	VILLAGE	(IRE)	

4	 BACARDYS	(FR)	 29	 DEBECE	 54	 MESSIRE	DES	OBEAUX	(FR)	 79	 SIZING	JOHN	
5	 BALLYANDY	 30	 DEBUCHET	(FR)	 55	 MIDNIGHT	TOUR	 80	 SLOWMOTION	(FR)	

6	 BAPAUME	(FR)	 31	 DEFI	DU	SEUIL	(FR)	 56	 MIGHT	BITE	(IRE)	 81	 SNOW	LEOPARDESS	
7	 BARRA	(FR)	 32	 DISKO	(FR)	 57	 MIN	(FR)	 82	 SUTTON	PLACE	(IRE)	

8	 BATTLEFORD	 33	 DJAKADAM	(FR)	 58	 MINELLA	ROCCO	(IRE)	 83	 TEA	FOR	TWO	

9	 BELLSHILL	(IRE)	 34	 DOUVAN	(FR)	 59	 MONALEE	(IRE)	 84	 THE	WORLDS	END	(IRE)	
10	 BLACK	HERCULES	(IRE)	 35	 DUSKY	LEGEND	 60	 MOON	RACER	(IRE)	 85	 THISTLECRACK	

11	 BLAKLION	 36	 EDWULF	 61	 MOUNT	MEWS	(IRE)	 86	 THOMAS	HOBSON	
12	 BLEU	BERRY	(FR)	 37	 FAUGHEEN	(IRE)	 62	 MY	TENT	OR	YOURS	(IRE)	 87	 UN	DE	SCEAUX	(FR)	

13	 BLOW	BY	BLOW	(IRE)	 38	 FAYONAGH	(IRE)	 63	 NATIVE	RIVER	(IRE)	 88	 UNOWHATIMEANHARRY	

14	 BRAIN	POWER	(IRE)	 39	 FINIAN'S	OSCAR	(IRE)	 64	 NEXT	DESTINATION	(IRE)	 89	 UP	FOR	REVIEW	(IRE)	
15	 BRIERY	QUEEN	 40	 FOX	NORTON	FR)	 65	 NICHOLS	CANYON	 90	 VANITEUX	(FR)	

16	 BRISTOL	DE	MAI	(FR)	 41	 GREAT	FIELD	(FR)	 66	 NORTH	HILL	HARVEY	 91	 VISION	DES	FLOS	(FR)	
17	 BUVEUR	D'AIR	(FR)	 42	 IDENTITY	THIEF	(IRE)	 67	 OK	CORRAL	(IRE)	 92	 VROUM	VROUM	MAG	(FR)	

18	 CAPTAIN	FOREZ	(FR)	 43	 IF	THE	CAP	FITS	(IRE)	 68	 OSCAR	ROSE	(IRE)	 93	 WESTEND	STORY	(IRE)	
19	 CAP	SOLEIL	(FR)	 44	 ITS'AFREEBEE	(IRE)	 69	 OUR	DUKE	(IRE)	 94	 WESTERN	RYDER	(IRE)	

20	 CHAMPAGNE	CLASSIC	(IRE)	 45	 JER'S	GIRL	 70	 PEREGRINE	RUN	(IRE)	 95	 WHITEOUT	(GER)	

21	 CHAMPERS	ON	ICE	(IRE)	 46	 JEZKI	(IRE)	 71	 PETIT	MOUCHOIR	(FR)	 96	 WHOLESTONE	(IRE)	
22	 CLAIMANTAKINFORGAN	(FR)	 47	 KAYF	GRACE	 72	 PETTICOAT	TAILS	 97	 WILLOUGHBY	COURT	(IRE)	

23	 CLOUDY	DREAM	(IRE)	 48	 KILLULTAGH	VIC	(IRE)	 73	 PINGSHOU	(IRE)	 98	 YANWORTH	
24	 CONEYGREE	 49	 L'AMI	SERGE	 74	 RED	JACK	(IRE)	 99	 YORKHILL	(IRE)	

25	 CONEY	ISLAND	(IRE)	 50	 LET'S	DANCE	(FR)	 75	 RIVER	WYLDE	(IRE)	 100	 ZABANA	(IRE)	
	

	
	

	

	

To	enter:	Please	select	8	horses	from	the	list	above.	Entry	is	£2.50	a	line;	Enter	as	many	lines	as	you	wish.	

	
	
	

ENTRIES	ARE	WELCOMED	FROM	NON-MEMBERS.	
	
	
	

Send	entries	to	Colin	Nelson,	87	Roman	Hackle	Ave,	Cheltenham,	Glos.	GL50	4ST,	or	to	any	Committee	member	

	
	
	
	

Any	e-mail	entries……..	please	address	to	info@ctcrc.co.uk	

	
	
	
	
	
	

PLEASE	MAKE	CHEQUES	PAYABLE	TO	CHELTENHAM	AND	THREE	COUNTIES	RACE	CLUB	

	

Entries	and	fees	must	be	received	prior	to	the	1st	race	on	Friday	17th	November	2017	
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