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The last week in October saw the end of 
the season at Worcester and the beginning 
of the season at Cheltenham. At Worcester 
Racecourse on Wednesday 25th saw the 
presentation of The CTCRC Leading Jockey 
at Worcester which was won by Richard 
Johnson and joining me to present the 
trophy were fellow CTCRC members Pat 
Redmond and Rosemarie Heyes, we could 
not find anyone else willing to join us so 
Richard was ‘surrounded’ by women!! 

Cheltenham Racecourse on Friday saw 
Bobble Emerald win the final race for 
CTCRC membership secretary David Bishop. 
Saturday saw CTCRC youngest member Katie 
Miller present the trophy to the winning 
connections of Calett Mad in the ‘Junior 
Jumpers’ Novices’ Hurdle. We had our stand 
in The Centaur and had a very successful 
weekend so a big ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who volunteered or helped in anyway.

I tried my hand at networking but still think 
I need a lot more practice!! Any thoughts on 
the club or newsletter do get in touch as it is 
your club.

Sarah x 
ctcrcchairman 
@gmail.com

WELCOME TO THE 
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EPDS RACING 
SYNDICATE

EPDS Racing began when lifelong racing 
aficionado John Powell decided to get 
more involved in the sport he loves by 
setting up his first syndicate. He called 
on a former work colleague, Tracey Sloan 
for assistance, and together they bought 
the first EPDS Racing horse, Shilpa at 
Cheltenham in October 2011.

Since then EPDS Racing has gone from strength 
to strength, with last season being the most 
successful to date and including their first ever 
Cheltenham Festival runner.

Their ethos has always been to try and ensure 
affordable, fun partnerships, and engender a 
team spirit, where everyone feels involved with 
all of the EPDS horses, not just the ones with 
which they are involved. Regular yard visits and 
strong communication skills feature heavily in 
keeping all members informed about the team’s 
progress.

Currently EPDS have horses all around the 
UK with Robin Dickin (Stratford), Graeme 
McPherson (Stow), Rebecca Menzies (County 
Durham), Jamie Snowden (Lambourn) and Noel 
Williams (Blewbury) as well as in France with 
Louisa Carberry (Senonnes).

Horses to look out for obviously include Ami 
Desbois (third in the Challow Hurdle and fifth 
in the Albert Bartlett last season) who will be 
embarking on his novice chasing career this 
season but also Stynes, who will hopefully head 
over to the Punchestown Festival in April. My 
Charity is another horse in the green, white and 
black silks who looks plenty capable of running 

in some big races this season and all three of 
these are very exciting prospects for Graeme 
McPherson’s yard.

Dontminddboys is a stunning grey who has 
taken time to fill in to a very big frame but looks 
sure to make his mark in steeplechases over 3m 
plus this winter, and Anti Cool, Kincora Fort and 
Our Reward look capable of winning races on 
their return from injuries.

Unfortunately, the very promising Pride of 
Pemberley has had this season cut short due 
to a tendon problem, but looks set to be a very 

interesting campaigner next autumn.

Whilst the focus is mainly on the jumps scene, 
EPDS have also had some success on the flat, 
including with Celtic Artisan, a multiple winner 
this year, and with Sexy Legs, both trained in 
the north of England by dual-purpose trainer, 
Rebecca Menzies.

EPDS are more than just a collection of 
racing syndicates however, and think that it is 
highly important to give back to the Racing 
Community at the same time. Because of this, 
they have a long running partnership with 
Racing Welfare,who offer professional guidance 
and practical help to the stud, stable and 
support staff whose dedication is vital for the 
well-being of racing.

Their work aims to help people, from 
recruitment to retirement, to thrive in day to day 
life and through a range of challenges specific to 
a career in racing.

EPDS are proud to support this Charity in a 
number of ways, both through direct donations 
and organised charity events, such as a 
Cheltenham Festival preview evening, alongside 
the continued sponsorship of the EPDS Racing 
/ Racing Welfare Best Turned Out Series, which 

is now in its fifth 
year.

EPDS also 
supports the 
work of New 
Beginnings 
Horses; the aim of 
New Beginnings is 
to provide a safe 
and supportive 
environment for 
former racehorses 
to adapt and learn 
new skills after 
they have finished 
their first career in 

racing. New Beginnings offer them a “Life past 
the Post”. The Charity is run by Kevin Atkinson 
and Pam Hollingworth who are passionate 
about thoroughbreds and their welfare, and can 
often be found at racecourses around the North 
with some of the retired charges spreading 
awareness of their work.

Another aim of EPDS since its inception has 
been to try and encourage more people into 
ownership. There’s no better illustration of this 
than their “Twitterati” Racing Club, which has 
given many people their first taste of going 
racing as an owner, and also their first taste 
of being a winning owner, with success over 
the past couple of seasons for Galactic Power 
(trained by Robin Dickin) and Rockchasebullett 
(trained by Fergal O’Brien).

For anyone looking for a fun and friendly 
syndicate, with options to cover all budgets, 
then EPDS is definitely worth a look. You can 
find the list of current horses at www.epds-
racing.co.uk/our-horses or can contact them 
directly via info@epds-racing.co.uk

Dontminddboys aka Caspar

My Charity
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Having arrived the day before the stable 
visit, in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Ophelia, I was surprised to wake up to a 
shroud of fog and having to clear the car 
of frost!

The trip to Cullentra House Stables was a 
short hop from the hotel in Moyvale. Lisa & I 
were the first to arrive, being greeted by Mary 
Nugent, joint travelling head lass. As the rest 
of the group began to arrive the first lot were 
returning so Mary’s first task was to organise 
the car parking!

Mary mentioned how fortunate we were to 
visit at this time of year because the yard was 
gearing up for the forthcoming jumps season 
with many of the yard’s star performers in 
residence. 

The yard is situated in 78 acres near the town 
of Enfield.With up to 200 horses in residence, 
there are numerous purpose built, individually 
named stable blocks, all of which were light 
and airy, with at least 5 large horse walkers 
dotted around the yard, all in use. For a first 
time visitor it did feel quite a rabbit warren but 
with the well drilled team it appeared to be a 
smooth operation considering the amount of 
horses and staff coming in and out from each 
lot.

Our first port of call was the equine pool. This 
was unusual being a large square shape, with 
no central island, as with many pools. The 
perimeter was covered by a grill walkway, and 
being 10 foot deep, made me (a non swimmer) 

rather uneasy! Mary mentioned the shape of 
the pool was decided on due to the fact it 
was the only area it could be constructed and 
the horses seemed to have coped very well. 
The long walkway down to the pool did seem 
reminiscent of a toboggan run!

Gordon then informed us the 2nd lot would 
be ready to go out after warming up in the 
outdoor school and we made our way up to 
the top of the gallops, which was just a short 
walk up behind the yard. Unfortunately due 
to the morning fog it was hard to see back 
down over the gallops so could not really get 
a good idea of the size and layout of each. But 
we were told there are 3 purpose built gallops, 
one of which is a Wexford Sand deep gallop, 
alongside a more familiar woodchip track. 
There is also the circular sand gallop and a 
jumping track.

Through the fog we did see the 2nd lot work 
up the last part of the sand gallop, with Gordon 
watching on, pointing out the first handful of 
horses.

On the way back down towards the yard we 
passed a small stable block called the Isolation 
block, where new arrivals were kept as a health 
precaution before moving into the main 
stables. Behind this was the jumping track 
where 2 of the 48 horses in the string were 
schooled over fences on a sand surface. One 
of the horses was Ben Dundee who won at 
Punchestown the next day.

Mary also showed us the tack/staff room which 

seemed to be the hub of the yard as this was 
where Gordon had the lots planned for the 
day up on a board, colour co-ordinated based 
on whether the horse worked was a hurdler, 
chaser or novice, etc.

The next room we moved on to was the 
racing room, where all the equipment for a 
day’s racing was kept. They also had winners’ 
rugs, with some being used as day rugs if not 
wanted by the owners.

On the way to the pasture, there was an 
avenue of woodchip turnout paddocks for 
horses who were either recovering from 
setbacks, horses with respiratory issues, or ones 
that just did not cope well with being stabled. 

Roll call of the some of the horses seen 

throughout the morning included, Tiger Roll, 
Apple’s Jade, Cause of Causes, Bless the Wings, 
Prince of Scars, Tombstone, Clarcam, Samcro 
and notably, Campeador and Cracking Smart 
(2 of Gordon’s winners later that day). It was 
amazing how the names of these horses 
stirred up memories of races seen and betting 
exploits won or lost, (more lost than won), but 
the love of the sport never diminishes. 

A thoroughly enjoyable morning was had 
by all. It was a great opportunity to be able 
to visit one of the top yards in Ireland and 
see how operations compare to their British 
counterparts.

Ian Blick

GORDON ELLIOTT
STABLE VISIT
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What an incredible privilege it was to 
visit Cullentra House Stables, the uber 
impressive Gordon Elliott yard.

Our guide was Mary Nugent and she was a mine 
of information. 230 horses in, 50 staff, the sheer 
volume of Gigginstown horses, the stats kept on 
unabated. Quite unlike anywhere I have been 
before, it was a tad overwhelming. So much 
to take in, so many equine superstars to meet. 
Household names, up close and personal! Cause 
of Causes, Clarcam, Bless the Wings, Tiger Roll 
and, of course, Apple’s Jade. The vast majority 
were laid back and enjoyed being fussed. Not 
so Ms Jade. Territorial in her box I guess she’s 
allowed to be a prima donna having had eleven 
races, winning seven and a consistent second in 
the others. 

We met the runners who were going to 
Punchestown that day and, out on the gallops, 
saw the horses that would run on the Thursday. 

Little did we know that the Cullentra team 
would win six out of eight races that day! 

Having started the morning with frost and fog 
it was a blessing, that by the time we arrived at 
Punchestown, the visibility had improved and a 
clear day lay ahead of us. 

We were pretty much first to arrive at the course. 
A bit like waiting for the pub to open, we just 
wanted to get on with it! Our patience was 
rewarded by Jodie who handed us our racecards 
and refreshment vouchers for the princely sum 
of 10 euros. Bargain! 

I had been racing in Ireland once before in 
1993. Marking my first wedding anniversary 
and pregnant with my eldest son, we went to 
Fairyhouse. Feeling unwell the entire time but 
nevertheless getting the ‘craic’ I was looking 
forward to a day’s (Irish) racing secure in the 
knowledge that morning sickness was a distant 
memory. And boy, was I in for a treat? I loved 
everything about it. Rubbing shoulders with 
racing royalty (two and four legs.) At one stage 
I found myself within touching distant of Willie 
Mullins and Jessica Harrington. It really was 
pinch me time. Seeing J P McManus collecting 
his prizes, and posing for the ubiquitous photos, 
he looked as pleased as I did when I won my 
first rosette at a gymkhana. The sheer joy and 
pride were visible for all to see. 

As per everything in Ireland, the pace was not 
hectic. People weren’t rushing about, there were 
no queues, everyone had been hit with the ‘we 
are here to enjoy ourselves’ stick. Especially me 
when my Lucky 15 turned in a handsome profit 
of three euros!! 

Would I go again? You betcha! 

Charlotte Bird

I left my hotel in South Dublin in plenty of 
time looking forward to a relaxing drive 
through the Kildare countryside to meet 
up with my fellow club members for a 
morning at Cullentra House Stables.

I was in fact relaxed for at least three minutes 
before I entered Dublin’s only free car park 
the M50, I lead a sheltered life and not for one 
moment did I suspect that traffic jams existed 
on the Emerald Isle. Eventually I exited onto 
the M4 where the only inconvenience was the 
condensation on the windscreen, I tried to clear 
it only to discover it was outside and a much 
more powerful fan than the one fitted to my 
hire car was required.

By the time I arrived in Enfield the fog was so 
thick that crawling along behind a tractor was a 
great relief rather than an inconvenience. I was 
by now late and tempted to abandon the plan.

How pleased I am that I persisted and found 
a friendly farmer who gave me directions to 
the yard. Slightly embarrassed by my out of 
character tardiness I met up with the group and 
the extremely knowledgeable and professional 
travelling head girl Mary NUGENT. Mary a local 
lass from Navan who has previously worked for 
Kieran BURKE and Paul NICHOLLS in England 
epitomises just what this yard is about, efficient 
but at the same time relaxed and friendly.

I obviously do not know Gordon ELLIOTT but 
everything one hears and reads about him is 
evidenced by the yard. From the swimming 
pool to the gallops, from the barns to the tack 
room it is a no frills environment quite clearly 
run like a extremely well oiled machine. It is 
little wonder that the O’LEARY brothers have 
chosen him to train a large percentage of the 
Gigginstown string.

One gets the impression that although this 
is clearly a ‘one boss’ work place, the staff of 
all levels know exactly what their tasks are 

and there was a general feeling that we were 
amongst a very large team who were happy in 
their work.

With the odd, and entertaining, exception 
the horses have obviously responded to the 
care and pampering of the staff and it was an 
absolute pleasure to spend time fussing so many 
household names and superstars.

Injury and death are sadly an inevitable part of 
our sport but one can imagine that the accident 
which befell Fayonagh a week to the day after 
our visit was genuinely felt by one and all at the 
yard and the atmosphere sombre in comparison 
to that on our tour.

There were two highlights for me, the three 
year olds who have clearly received so much 
love and care that they demand rather than just 
tolerate the attention of visitors, and the two 
great danes wandering the yard as if they own 
the place, and clearly do !.

What followed at Punchestown could not be 
scripted, all those winners were clearly attributed 
to our visit, the luck of the English had rubbed 
off to be sure !

Dick Purcell
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THE JOY OF SIX
The 4x4 emerges from the early morning 
fog and roars up to the top of the 
woodchip and Wexford sand gallop, 
the driver door opens and Gordon 
Elliott strides to the white plastic rail, 
accompanied by bloodstock agent Mouse 
O’Ryan, with mobile phone in hand.

Gordon appears to be a man of few words and 
gives the impression ‘what you see is what you 
get’. He announces. “The lot you are about to 
see come up the woodchip gallop are having 
their final piece of work before running at 
Punchestown on Thursday.” The wisest words I 
ever received about racing was drummed into 
me at an early stage: always remember that 
in racing any information worth having, is by 
definition not available. Pallasator, Samcro, Ben 
Dundee, Death Duty, King’s Song and Felix Desjy 
all stride out in workmanlike fashion. Just over 32 
hours later all six have won at Punchestown. To 
be fair we also saw Tiger Roll (2nd to Pallasator), 
Masterson, Sanibell Island and Outlander 
who were all unplaced in the same piece of 
work. Perhaps I should revisit my mantra; the 
information was there in front of our eyes!

Gordon has been training for just 11 years 
but hails from a completely non-equine 
background. His father, Pat, worked as a 
mechanic and is mother Jane, as a housewife. 
At the age of 13 Gordon’s life changed. One of 
his uncles had a point to point horse with local 
trainer Tony Martin and he used to show up at 
the yard to help out. His school days were, in 
racing parlance, about to be ‘tailed-off’. He was 
a decent amateur jockey and rode 46 winners 
under rules and almost 200 in point to points. 
He rode King’s Road to win the Grade 1 bumper 
at the Punchestown in 1998 for Nigel Twiston-
Davies. However, he realised there were better 
riders about so quit to take up training in 2006.

He began training with a handful of horses and 
had to rent boxes in which to train them. He had 
gained valuable experience with Liam Browne, 
Gordon Richards and Martin Pipe. Incredibly, 
he saddled his first ever runner (Brandon 
Mountain) in the Fred Winter Juvenile Handicap 
Hurdle at the 2006 Cheltenham Festival. Three 
months later he recorded his first winner when 
Arresting won at Perth with Richard Johnson on 
board. Arresting won twice more that season at 
Newton Abbot and Perth again. 

The following season he sent Silver Birch (ex 
Paul Nicholls) to finish second in the Sporting 
Index Cross Country at the Cheltenham Festival 
and this inspired him to run in the 2007 Grand 
National. The dream came true and Silver Birch 
obliged at 33/1 under Robbie Power and made 
Gordon the youngest ever trainer of a Grand 
National winner at just 29 years of age. What I 
find remarkable is that this was only the fourth 
winner of his career, in his second season and he 
had still not trained a winner in Ireland.

Gordon moved to his current base, Cullentra 
House, Longwood in 2011. having previously 
leased stables in nearby Capranny, Trim. It was 
purchased at auction in May 2011 as a residential 
farm with a five bedroom house, three reception 
rooms and 78 acres for 910,000 euros. Gordon 
liked the natural hill on the land which is 
similar to the lead-up to the winning post at 
Cheltenham.

We were welcomed at the main gate by Mary 
Nugent (Second travelling head girl). Mary is 
from Navan and has been in her current position 
for two years. She is also from a non-racing 
background and started riding ponies at a local 
riding school. She left school at 16 and worked 
for local trainer Pat Martin before moving to 
Kieran Burke (she looked after Hunt Ball) and 
Paul Nicholls.

Mary was a superb host and was very helpful 
in answering the many questions asked by our 

members. It became apparent that although 
staff have job titles they all help each other out 
to achieve their goals. Mary mentioned that 
all staff will go racing during the year and this 
helps garner team spirit. It was also evident 
that this is an exceptionally young team and 
a high percentage of the staff were female. 
During a tour of the yard, Mary took us past 
a small prefabricated building which was the 
office of Zoe Winston (racing secretary). Zoe is 
the organisational genius and undertakes the 
entries, declarations, transport, logistics, runs the 
racing club, looks after the website and even the 
app for Gordon. She is married to the Second 
head lad John Winston. Mary then informs us 
that Zoe and John live in the main house and 
Gordon has a place above the tack room! Zoe 
is from a racing background, her Dad is Ferdy 
Murphy, and she only moved to Ireland when 
Ferdy relocated to France. The yard also has an 
Accountant (Niall Boland) and this reminded 
me of the last great Irishman to rise from similar 
obscurity to Gordon to the top of his profession, 
Jim Bolger who was also an Accountant before 
he started training.

The staff have great respect for Gordon. They 
admire his exceptional talent, drive and his 
relentless ambition. One member of staff 
commented that “He’s a genius with horses. 
He keeps things very simple and the horses are 
really fit and they are very happy and healthy”. 
Even during a short visit you could witness the 
team spirit. Apparently, after Gordon had a six-
timer at Navan last year he gave every member 
of the yard a half-day off, put a grand behind the 
bar of the local pub and helped them celebrate 
their achievement.

Mary explained to the Group that the facilities 
have been purpose built and are of the highest 
quality in design. This provides maximum 
efficiency and productivity and they have been 
constructed with only the horse in mind. The 
emphasis is clearly on ventilation to aid the 

health and comfort of the inhabitants. All the 
stables are light, airy and have plenty of room. 
There are many examples of hanging holly 
in the yard. This is a ritual that protects the 
inhabitants and promotes good luck.

Mary emphasised that Gordon ploughs all his 
money back into the yard and it is expanding 
all the time. There are already 7 horse walkers 
and another was under construction during our 
visit. The yard can now accommodate up to 200 
horses and there is a small isolation unit that can 
take six horses. The swimming pool is another 
relatively recent addition and is a great feature 
for horses with leg issues or to utilise as part 
of their training programme. Mary mentioned 
that this feature helped reduce muscle stress 
and most of the horses enjoyed it. She also 
mentioned that it was 20 feet deep and a few of 
the staff had been known to have been thrown 
in!

Gordon was kind enough to escort us down 
to the all-weather schooling ground to see a 
schooling session over easy fix hurdles. When 
the horses have finished their work they are 
walked through a natural stream to cool their 
muscles. There are also schooling grounds on 
grass.

It was great to see outdoor woodchip paddocks 
which are of a great help to horses, particularly 
if they have respiratory issues. The horses we 
saw in them looked very happy and relaxed in a 
quiet and peaceful environment.

There was a lovely framed poster of Silver Birch 
in the tack room and also a plaque of the Grand 
National winner in the yard.

An absolutely fantastic visit with great racing at 
Punchestown afterwards. Our grateful thanks 
to Sarah Matthews for organising the visit and 
the outstanding racing package she secured at 
Punchestown. That’s what I call value for money.

Alan Wellsteed
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Thursday
I wake up in a stranger’s house. This isn’t a new 
phenomenon - back in my 20’s, I did that all 
the time, you don’t live on the coast without 
shinning down a few drainpipes at four in the 
morning. Those days are long gone, mainly 
because I have a bad back and dodgy feet, 
but on this occasion no such manoeuvres are 
required as I’m in an Airbnb in Cheltenham.

For those unaware, this is basically a website 
where you can get a bed for the night very 
cheaply. Travelling around the country a lot, as I 
do, this keeps the costs down, True, the quality 
of room you get in people’s homes vary - I’ve 
had a couple that were two steps up on a Stalag, 
to some that were palacial - tonight’s is clean, 
functional, has a kettle and the hostess is lovely. 
You can ask for no more. 

First job of the day is to write the Daily Punt. 
This is a column I write each day in which I can 
take on any topic I wish - reviews, previews, 
opinions about a hot topic in racing, that sort of 
thing. I run this for a few guys called Blue Delta, 
who also run a few tipping sites - mine is free to 
access however, and gets around 1,100 readers 
a day. 

Once that’s done, it’s a quick dash down the 
M5 to Gloucester for breakfast. The peace and 
tranquility of said breakfast is rather shattered by 
a nearby couple having an argument - turns out 
he’s been playing away, and she appears to have 
found the evidence on Social Media. The rest of 
us in the dining room finish out breakfasts very 
quickly, and leave. 

Then back to Cheltenham Racecourse to 
interview Ian Renton, Chief Exec for Cheltenham 
and the South West, for community radio. Ian 
is his usual genial self, nothing seems to fluster 
him, and the interview is completed without 
fuss. Another job in the can.

It’s now 10.40, and time to start looking at 
tomorrow’s racing. It looks a decent card, even 
if the fields have cut up a little, and I get to 
work pricing up a few races. One of my tasks 
involves doing a tissue - effectively pricing up 
a race before prices are out - for one of the 
bookmakers, who wants me to give him a 
bit of a steer. I price up four races, and when 
prices come out at 5pm that evening, compare 
mine to the oddsmakers. There are three that I 
consider overpriced, so I back all three. 

Being in the press room on your own has 
it’s advantages - not least I can watch the 
afternoon’s racing in peace, whilst continuing 
to work. I back Western Jo at Carlisle, which runs 
on for third, one that pulls up at Southwell and 
then look like getting it all back with interest 
on Robinshill at Ludlow. Sadly for me, Robinshill 
didn’t read the script and falls at the last when 
clear. I have a Mars Bar to console myself. 

I travel over to my friend Becky’s, who lives in 
Stratford, to stay over for the next couple of 
nights. Becky is like a sister to me. We’re great 
friends, we get along like family, and she’s happy 
to have me over as I do the washing up. I have 
one last glance at the Thursday cards, have some 
food, and settle down to watch The Martian. 

 

Friday
A beautiful morning greets us. The sun is out, 
the sky is blue, and I crack on with the Punt at 
8am. Most of it was written up yesterday, so 
it doesn’t take long. I decide to go with Petite 
Power as the pick (fourth, grabbing a bit of e/w 
profit). 

We travel into Cheltenham early, mainly so we 
can grab a pastry and a coffee before the day 
begins. I start by looking at Saturday’s runners - 
usually for the Punt, I do a Saturday TV column 
- and cover seven races from Cheltenham and 
Doncaster, where’s it’s Racing Post Trophy Day. 
As much as you can admire the efforts of those 
2-y-o’s, give me the warriors at Cheltenham 
anyday….

Then Cathryn (Fry) and I do a Facebook Live for 
Radio Winchcombe, and ourselves. We spend 
20 minutes dissecting the afternoon’s card 
and trying to come up with a winner or two. 
Between the pair of us, we muddle through and 
come up with a couple of winners (as it turns 

out). Then, onto lunch, which as ever in the press 
room, is superb. I go for the sausages, which 
never disappoint. 

Next, some tissues again for Saturday racing. I do 
three of them and then it’s almost time for the 
first. For the afternoon, I make paddock notes 
for future reference and chat to various trainers, 
when time allows. It’s great to see Lawney 
Hill, always entertaining and she tells a totally 
unrepeatable tale before watching a race with 
me and then announcing she’s off to find a bar. 
Never change, Lawney….

We witness a moment many of us thought we 
would never see - Tim Vaughan breaking his 
Cheltenham duck, with Master Dancer proving 
too good for his twenty rivals in the handicap 
hurdle at 3.10. The cheers ring out as he’s 
brought back to the winners enclosure. 

Back up to the press room for coffee and 
chocolate, and start typing the day’s notes up, 
before we set off back to Becky’s at 6.30pm. It;s 
Friday, so fish n chips it is. 

DAVID MASSEY
COLUMN

Master Dancer and 
Tim Vaughan
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Saturday
Awake at 7am to start on what’s a busy day. 

As usual, the Punt takes precedent. I have 
another look at the cards with fresh eyes - 
something that helps no end if you’ve been 
struggling with a big handicap - and decide that 
Coologue is the one to be with in the opening 
handicap. As it turns out, I’m way out with that, 
as Cogry - who looked big in the paddock 
beforehand (but then again, always does) takes 
the honours, despite a hairy moment at the last. 

I do some pricing up of the other races and 
decide that the bookmakers have the wrong 
favourite in the 3m Novice Hurdle. I’d seen 
Robbin’ Hannon at Worcester and wasn’t too 
impressed, so I’d rather have Calett Mad. That 
one I do get right, as Calett Mad leads all the 
way, and looks a useful prospect this season. 

At the course, it’s a day much the same as 
yesterday - Facebook Live with Cathryn (and 
Adam Webb, who joins us) at 11, which goes 
down well (and if you want to watch them in the 

future, just follow the Radio Winchcombe page 
on Facebook) then lunch, a look at Sunday’s 
cards and I start preparing next week’s rota. 
Normally, Carthryn and I do a box in the new 
stand for a few of the Deloitte guys, but they're 
not booked in this weekend, which gives us 
another half hour of grace before the racing 
starts. 

As well as the writing and broadcasting, I do 
some work on course for a few bookmakers as a 
frontman - and I’ll be at Fakenham and Uttoxeter 
next week, by the looks of things. I’d obviously 
like to be at Wetherby on the Saturday but a 
friend’s wedding takes precedence, so just the 
two visits it is. I also do the comments for some 
of the Sporting Life racecards on their website as 
well - and I have Chepstow’s meeting Tuesday 
and Fakenham’s Wednesday to do. A busy week 
ahead, then! 

In fact, being freelance means there’s never a 
dull moment! 

David Massey

Calett Mad 

We arrived to a nearly deserted course at 
just gone 12:00 but were greeted by a very 
friendly and helpful Stacey who gave us 
all a race card and passes for The Sports 
Bar where there was to be a members 
reception with snacks and tea/coffee but it 
didn’t start until 1:45. Some of us decided 
to make our way to the canteen for lunch 
and a chance to have a chat about the 
mornings visit to Gordon Elliott's.

The course didn’t fill up that much but we were 
treated to a wonderful days racing and anyone 
who was there will have enjoyed themselves.

My friend Jenny led up the first winner of the 
day Espoir D’Allen for Gavin Cromwell and 
ridden expertly by Barry Geraghty. Gordon Elliott 
had the next two with Campeador ridden by 
Barry Geraghty and Cracking Smart ridden by 
Jack Kennedy. My favourite of the day though 
was Petit Mouchoir who made all to win under 
Davy Russell for Henry de Bromhead and 
Gigginstown Stud. 

Throughout the day Shona was to be 
seen accosting owners and trainers to be 
photographer with a placard advertising 
‘Up The Yard’ day on November 18th which 
unfortunately clashes with Cheltenham 
otherwise another trip to Ireland might have 
been on the cards.

A wonderful day was had by all and some 
members even stayed for the next day’s racing 
which saw Gordon Elliott get a 6 timer... and 
most of them we had seen up the gallops on 
our visit to the yard.

Since our visit the sad news came through that 
Fayonagh had to be put down after suffering an 
injury on the gallops. This unfortunately is the 
worst part of the sport we love and I am gutted 
that after ‘meeting’ her at the yard I will not be 
able to follow what looked a golden career. 

Sarah Matthews

PUNCHESTOWN
RACES VISIT
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Campeador Petit Mouchoir
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Wow, what a ‘horsey’ week I have just 
had. The week started with a visit to the 
Horse of the Year Show. HOYS is always 
great fun particularly the show jumping 
and the pony club game. From the Racing 
perspective though the highlight was the 
purchase of my first ever tweed coat; I’ll 
look the part at the races now as well as 
hopefully staying warm and dry.

Dad heard about an event at the Literature 
Festival event thanks to an email from our 
Secretary David Bishop. Luckily for me it started 
after School and we had an ‘In Service’ day the 
day after so I could go. The timing could not 
have been better. We went to listen to Robin 
Oakley, Edward Gillespie and Martin Pipe talk 
about the book ‘Sixty Years of Jump Racing – 
Arkle to McCoy’. There is a lot about racing that I 

am still learning about and it was fascinating to 
hear the experts talk about Michael Dickinson, 

the history of women in racing and much 
more. I loved the story of the trainer who put a 
sheep in with his horse to keep him calm. The 
next season when the horse returned from his 
break another sheep was put in the stable and 
was promptly kicked out! The trainer set off to 
find the original sheep but she was in a flock of 
several hundred that all looked the same. So he 
put a horse in with the sheep; they all went one 
way apart from one who walked to the horse 
and the problem was solved. That story made 
me smile.

Dad bought us the book and I was able to get 
it autographed. Dad told Mr Gillespie that I was 
writing a piece for the CTCRC magazine and he 
promised to buy my first book! The encouraging 
note he wrote with his autograph was very kind; 
“Keep Writing”. The book looks really interesting, 
if only Dad would put it down I might get to 
read it!

Our next trip was to visit Neil Mulholland with 
the CTCRC. We arrived safely despite our Sat Nav 
(who we call TuTu Bear Right) sending us along a 
lane that had grass growing up the middle. We 
learnt that the locals drive down these narrow 
lanes very fast indeed!!

When we arrived Neil took us into a little room 
for tea, coffee and biscuits (the chocolate ones 
were the best). In the room were some jockey 
silks; there was an entire rack full. I’ve never seen 
so many close up before. Mr Mulholland then 
came back to join us and showed us over to 
his Gallops so we could see one of his groups 
working. The view from the top of the Gallop 

was tremendous. The horses went out of sight 
for a while and then came into view as they 
worked up the hill towards us. The first group 
came up at a canter. Some were alone while 
others worked in small groups; clearly a lot of 
thought goes into which horses exercise with 
each other. He told us a lot of information about 
the horses, what they had won and also about 
the surface of the gallops themselves. It is made 
up of shredded carpet and Mr Mulholland 
explained how he believed this surface was 
kinder on the horses legs. In all we saw the 
horses work up the hill three times. Each time 
they were getting increasingly quicker. I’ve never 
seen horses work this way before, it was really 
very interesting.

Mr Mulholland then took us to the Yard 
explaining about the design of the stables 
and the need for good ventilation and lots 
of fresh air. He introduced us to a few of the 
inmates before inviting us to take a look around 
ourselves. Wow, what an opportunity! We 
walked round slowly chatting to the horses and 
the Stable Staff who were all very helpful, happy 
and clearly enjoying their work. The horses too 
seemed very contented and happy. I enjoyed 
watching the Stable Staff go about the day 
to day work in the Yard, washing the horses 
down, exercising grooming, mixing the food. I 
learnt a lot about how a Yard works; everything 
was carried out with a sense of calm and 

organisation with lots of smiles 
to be seen as well.

There were so many fantastic 
horses to see and I am sure 
all of us who visited had our 
favourites. I was really taken 
by Shantou Village, Solumn 
Grundy and Green or Black. It 
was also interesting to see some 
from Kayf Tara after our visit to 
Overbury last month.

Mr Mulholland and his team 
could not have been more welcoming. They 
answered all our questions and made us feel 
most welcome. It was very kind of them. I also 
recently learn that Mr Mulholland now has a 
column in this magazine; I cannot wait to read it. 

The following day we were in the car again 
this time heading to Seven Barrows and the 
wonderful stables of Nicky Henderson. The 
morning was organised by Middleham Park 
Racing. We hold a very small share, via Enigma 
Racing, of a 3 year old gelding called Jen’s Boy. 
This was the first time I had seen him ‘in the 
flesh’ which was incredibly exciting. I thought 
he looked magnificent and I can’t wait to 
see him race one day. We watched our horse 
along with the others that Middleham Park 
have with Mr Henderson work on the Gallops 
before being introduced to him (and another 
3 yo gelding Middleham Park have with Mr 
Henderson) on the lawn. It was a great thrill to 
be in such a famous place and to listen to Mr 
Henderson. With the horses put away we were 
able to enjoy some lovely hospitality laid on 
by the Seven Barrows team (and to say hello to 
his dogs who were fans of the sausages that 
were on the table!). All too soon it was time 
to head home; on the way back to the car we 
stopped to say hello to Altior who is one of my 
absolute favourites. What a brilliant way to finish 
a wonderful week 

KATIE MILLER
COLUMN
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I still cannot believe what happened 
yesterday. I am a member of the Juniors 
Jumpers™ club which is run by the Jockey 
Club South West. Members receive a 
badge, regular Newsletters and are able 
to join in activities on a race day. Each 
member is given a book to collect stamps 
when they go to one of the courses. Every 
five stamps earns you a different colour 
badge. One of the first things we always 
do when arriving at the course is to get my 
book stamped.

Yesterday we got my stamp and were just 
heading off to get lunch when two smartly 
dressed people approached us. They told Dad 
and I that the sixth race of the day was the 
Juniors Jumpers™ Novices’ Hurdle race and 
they were looking for a member of the club 
to present the trophy to the winners. They 
had noticed my Juniors Jumpers™ badge and 
wondered if I would like to do this. I was amazed 
that I had been chosen. I quickly looked up at 
Dad, he nodded and like a shot I said yes. What 
an unexpected surprise. We were both given 
badge to tie onto our coats that would allow us 
to go into the Parade Ring. I could not believe 
what was happening. I never thought that I 
would ever go into the Winners Enclosure.

I quickly looked at our race card to see who 
had been entered. There were six good horses 
in total and included entries from some top 
trainers and one ridden by Richard Johnson. 

 As the race drew closer and closer I started to 
feel more nervous. Suddenly they had crossed 
the finish line led by Calett Mad and Daryl 
Jacob. We quickly made our way to a meeting 
point where we were met by Alice and her 

colleague. They could not have been kinder. 
We walked very quickly to the Weighing Room 
and out into the Parade Ring. It was all a little 
nerve racking but at the same time exciting. I 
was introduced to some people; my head was 
in a whirl and I don’t remember their names. 
In no time at all I was on the Winners Podium 
with Alice, the trophy and two huge bottles 
of champagne. In front of me was a wall of 
people and photographers. I took a deep 
breath and heard my name announced over 
the PA. It was amazing. I need not have worried, 
everything went well (I did not drop the trophy 
though it was very heavy). Alice presented 

the champagne to Daryl and Nigel Twiston-
Davies. They smiled and said hello to me; it was 
sensational. Next it was lots of photos. I had 
not realised it at the time but all the time the 
presentation was on the big screen.

All too quickly it was over. It is amazing to think 
that I was the 13th person ever to present a 
trophy on the new winners podium TV. I will 
remember my day for ever.

Katie Miller (aged 11) with a little help from 
Dad (very old!) 

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 25th April 2017 – 28th April 
2018 (Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including 30th 
October 2017)

1st  Mitchell Bastyan  94 pts
2nd  Charlie Hammond  72 pts
 3rd=  Richard Patrick  68 pts
 3rd=  Stan Sheppard  68 pts
 5th  Ciaran Gethings  65 pts
 6th  James Bowen  63 pts
 7th  Daniel Sansom  62 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996.  
This award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD
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She has a very dependable nature, unflappable 
and genuine. That is how she won under Aidan 
Coleman: she stuck her neck out and galloped 
for the line.

On the 12th, Worcester had a total of 33 non-
runners, which was gutting to all involved at the 
racecourse. I had a runner in the first division of 
the bumper: Global Citizen (nicknamed Twickers) 
ran against two others and such few runners 
makes me nervous as I have forever had the 
second, be it last or beating one; it has always 
been the same. I should not have worried about 
Twickers, who won very comfortably. In fact, it 
was more of a racecourse gallop for him and he 
was fresh afterwards. Despite having grown a 
fluffy winter coat, he also won the best turned 
out, handsome that he is.

The winter jumps began at Chepstow. On 
Saturday the 14th, my Lost Legend ran in 
the charity race with its colourful and much-
decorated array of jockeys. My jockey, Jimmy 
Fox, was long retired but won a Hennessy in 
1973, beating Red Rum, and has trained since 

1981. To be honest, Ledgy did as he pleased for 
the one and a half miles – dropping himself way 
out and then sprinting past the finish line as if 
a pack of hyenas was chasing him. Jimmy Fox 
was complimentary about how much Ledgy 
had looked after him and how he knows more 
about racing than any of us. I did briefly wonder 
if Ledgy would have enjoyed the race more if 
he had been ‘up there’ but, having found out 
Jimmy was 75, I was simply proud that Ledgy 
had looked after him!

The ‘real’ races then began in earnest and I had 
to wait for the Tote Silver Trophy to lead up 
Doesyourdogbite (Gromit). He had had three 
entries on the Flat but never ran (Haydock 
was too firm, Ffos Las too heavy and again 
Haydock was unsuitable as, in contrast to the 
meeting before, it was heavy). He had been in 
great form, playfully kicking his legs about and 
zooming up the gallops. The race was too hot 
and Gromit was outclassed and he jumped right 
(emphasising his preference for a right-handed 
track). It was not until I was hosing him off that 
I noticed a deep overreach on his off-fore joint. 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

On September 29th, one of racing’s 
legendary stalwarts retired: head of 
travelling to Paul Webber, Jerry Walsh. 
The softly spoken Irishman had worked 
for Webbers for 36 years, starting a few 
months before I was born! Jerry always 
supported everyone, having time for a 
chat or give advice. He had often lent me 
equipment that I had forgotten and had 
been a cheery face at the races. I wish Jerry 
a very happy retirement and I will miss 
bumping into him.

Since Alan Berry took over being head lad in 
the second yard, he obtained a sturdy plastic 
shopping basket from Aldi. His aim had been 
a Co-Op basket with an extendable handle 

and wheels but had not been brave enough 
to leg it over the car park, trundling it behind 
him. His Aldi basket contains provisions that 
aid a head lad’s chores – anti-septic sprays, the 
horses’ medicines, Sudocrem, sharp scissors 
and rolls of Vetwrap. Alan ‘acquired’ Johnny 
a similar basket, though with flimsier handles 
and in luminous lime green – “for visibility in 
those dark winter evenings,” he told Johnny. He 
had covered up the Poundland logo on each 
side in black tape, suggesting Johnny could 
pretend it came from Waitrose. Johnny gave 
an ungrateful glare and has retained his usual 
bog-standard black bucket.

October has been a brilliant month with winners 
coming on a regular basis. One winner gave me 

lots of personal satisfaction: Big Penny 
at Bangor on October 4th. Last season, 
she had been second over hurdles, 
never quite getting her nose in front. 
Assistant trainer Guy Upton had tried 
to match us up last season but I had 
baulked and only ridden her once, 
not being keen after an incident at 
Catterick when Penny had given me a 
black eye! Yet, Guy had recently paired 
us up together and I have grown 
to love the uncomplicated mare. In 
contradiction to her name, Penny is of 
average height but stands four-square 
and solid. There is nothing plain about 
her – she has big bovine eyes, a rich 
bay colour; a long stripe down her 
faced and three flashy white socks. 

Lost Legend in wrong field

Les Hurley Worcester Racecourse photographer retiring
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We went and queued up outside the vet box. 
Gromit proved an excellent patient who let the 
vet finger his wound, flush it out and bandage 
it up. Luckily for Grommy, he had not sliced 
through the tendon and he will definitely race 
again. The next day, he went to the vets for 
further treatment and when I picked him up on 
the Wednesday, the veterinary staff praised his 
excellent behaviour and friendly nature. To add, 
Gromit had won the best turned out (because 
he danced round the paddock, I think) and it 
was a generous £125 from sponsors Betfred. It 
was his first BTO over jumps, having won a few 
at Flat tracks the previous summer.

I was back at Chepstow the following day with 
It’s A Gimme. He is the sweetest horse who I ride 
lots and he is always a gentleman. As I plaited 
his mane, he sunk his head to the floor and I 
did not need to stand on an upturned bucket 
to reach. Words cannot describe how lovely 
Gimme is! I knew the veterans’ chase was very 
competitive (with the likes of Double Ross in it) 
and the ground was too soft. With a circuit to 
go, Gimme was in sixth and I thought he was 
running a blinder. So, when he finished third, I 
was so happy and smothered him in praise. He 
is so genuine and runs his heart out. I also had 
a spare lead up in the bumper: Dazzling Oscar 
(Daz) who was a bit nervous to saddle but was 
well-behaved to lead round. He looked smart 
enough to win BTO, which I shared with his lad 

Andrei Brezeanu. He finished sixth, running on 
and learning a lot. 

My week had been a winner, a third, an injury, a 
charity race and three BTOs, which sums up my 
life as a stable girl pretty well!

The evening of the Saturday was when the 
news spread via social media about the death 
of groom Ken Dooley at Kempton. It was 
shocking and incredibly saddening – jockeys 
are one aspect to racing but us stable staff are 
a big family. Even though I did not know him 
personally, it could have happened to any of 
us – any of my friends. He had been in racing 
years so very experienced, which highlights 
that it could be anyone old or young. It portrays 
the dangers of our job, the power of a kick or 
being in the wrong place at the wrong time. 
I cannot express enough how the incident 
brought every groom together, and how yards 
sent condolences to his family, friends and 
colleagues.

The final meeting at Worcester was the last day 
of Les Hurley taking the official photographs. He 
has been a familiar face at Midland racecourses 
for many years and I have ordered loads of 
mementoes from him. He was always friendly 
and took great photos. He said that he could 
rely on me for a smile whilst standing next to 
a winner. Les, thanks for capturing our winners 
and therefore our memories. Happy retirement! 

On the 27th, head lad Johnny Kavanaugh told 
me Lost Legend was being turned out on 
holiday. He told me he was to go out with Best 
Practise and I could take him over after third lot. 
I snuck a brand new green rug on him and led 
him out the yard before Johnny would notice! 
The day was incredible; bright sunshine making 
the autumnal colours blaze. I led him down 
past the schooling fields and into the corner 
field with BP and the two-year-old Lunar Baby. 
Ledgy neighed, took off and galloped up to 
his new friends. They cantered in big circles, 
Ledgy bucking in glee. Back in the yard, I was 
continuing with rugging up the horses when 
Johnny shouts across that I had turned Ledgy 
out in the wrong field. “But,” I protested, “you 
said that field..!” 

“I’m sure I said to put him out with Body 
Swerve,” Johnny answered. I could swear he had 
not but could not really argue. I traipsed back 
down, accompanied by little Jack Russell Daisy. 
Luckily I caught Ledgy and began the trudge up 
near the short gallop. At first Ledgy was good 
but then his short-lived field buddies galloped 
around, neighing pitifully. Ledgy decided he 

wanted to stay there and I barely survived as 
the toad towed me wherever he wished. I got 
dragged more through the hedge than the gap 
in the hedge we were aiming for, and a couple 
of low slung branches too. As strong as bull, 
Ledgy replied in a crescendo of neighs and I 
had to keep turning him round me to maintain 
an iota of control. After a stream of expletives, 
I finally persuaded him across the long gallop, 
where he stood like a statue whilst I opened the 
gate before haring over the field quicker than he 
had travelled in his Chepstow charity race. Daisy 
and I had a far more pleasant walk back, bathed 
in golden sunshine, even though I was picking 
dead leaves and twigs out of my hair.

Jo Collinson

Jerry Walsh retiring from Paul Webbers Big Penny and Nicole Vaughn

Global Citizen after winning Lost Legend before being put in wrong field
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I must confess my main interest in racing 
is more about the horse off the racecourse 
and I was asked by the powers that be 
if I could share my experience of horse 
ownership. Not in the sense of being 
a racing owner (maybe one day after a 
lottery win!) but in my life being taken 
over by an ex racer!

My first horse however was only “a bit” of a 
thoroughbred, being a 5 year old part Cleveland 
Bay. After 21 years of taking part in many 
disciplines, Oliver deserved his retirement and I 
was on the lookout for another.

I’d been volunteering at a racehorse rescue 
charity when a 9 year old ex flat gelding 
arrived from Mark Brisbourne’s yard. Merdiff (by 
Machiavellian, out of Balwa by Danzig) started 
racing as a 2 year old. He was retired from 
racing after it was decided he was no longer 
enjoying it and so was gifted to the charity by 
his owners Paul and Kath Salisbury. He’d already 
spent some downtime at Brisbournes so the 
transition from trainer to civy street was pretty 
straightforward. After about only 4 months of 
hacking out and schooling it was obvious his 
first class care throughout his career was evident 
in that he turned out to be a very easy going 
and retrainable chap. 

Not all the horses that passed through the 
charity however were as lucky at the end of their 
racing careers, with many finding themselves 
at the auctions being saved from the meat 
man. They took more care and patience to 
rehabilitate. Each horse would be assessed and 
their care tailored to the individual. Some may 
have needed a little extra time turned away, 
others, basic handling and ground work to trust 
people again. 

The charity knew pretty much straight away 
Merdiff would be a good match for me, so after 
ridden assessments out hacking and schooling, 
the yard check was done, loan fee paid, contract 
signed and he was to start his new life.

The livery yard back home was a perfect place 
for us to get started due to the great facilities 
of schooling arenas for regular lessons, and 
safe riding routes. And with the local riding 
club being based there we could start our 
new competition career of dressage. Again, 
Merdiff adapted to this very well. Considering 
a racehorse is bred to drop down and cover 
the ground with maximum efficiency (like a 
greyhound) , he adapted to the “sit and lift” 
position to carry himself and rider. We were 
a million miles from Valegro and Charlotte 
material! But his progression and consistency 
showed how well a thoroughbred can compete 
against the dressage divas!

After about 3 years unfortunately a case of 
laminitis halted our plans. Box rest, after a hoof 
resection to clear the infection, became his 
daily routine for about 4 months and after 12 
months we were back in the saddle. The cause 
of the laminitis however was from the condition 
Cushings 
Disease, but 
with the daily 
medication 
it could be 
controlled 
and work 
resumed. The 
combination 
of the pain of 
the laminitis 
and the 
cushings 
had however 
taken its toll 
on Merdiff’s 
behaviour 
and he had 
become 
more erratic.

Apart from help from my riding instructor, I 
now felt I needed further help. I had read an 
article about the Retraining of Racehorses 
of how they offered not only advice from 
rehoming to feeding an exracer, but also 
organised clinics and lessons around the 
country at a subsidised cost.

So after registering Merdiff, we had the 
opportunity to begin training with top trainers 
such as show/working hunter producer (and 
dressage convert), Louise Bell, showing producer 
Jo Bates and dressage judge Sue McMahon. 
There have even been jumping demos with the 
great Yogi Briesner. 

No matter who the trainer is, what they all have 
in common is their enthusiasm and passion to 
help everyone get the most out of their ex racer. 
Whatever level your training is you come away 
from each lesson learning so much and realising 
how much ability your horse has still to give.

What I find with being involved with the RoR is 
that you’re never alone. There is a great network 
of support from, not only the team at RoR head 
office, but from the regional co-ordinators and 
fellow owners. Everyone understands your bad 
days as we’ve pretty much all been there! And 
everyone shares in the joys of a successful day, 
be it competing or the first day out hacking. 
With this support I could basically (but not 
literally) “hit the ground running” with my 
current ex pointer, Rocky (Road To Kilkenny). 
Over the past 3 years we have done so much, 
from progressing through the levels of dressage, 
parading at Chepstow Racecourse, to our debut 
showing at the Three Counties Show. Also for 
the past two years, we have attended the RoR 
National Championships at Aintree. This was 
through taking part during the year in one of the 
many qualifying disciplines, the RoR Regional 
Dressage League, where the top 10 horses for 
each region go through. I would say however 
it has been harder training Rocky as he is more 
of a sensitive character. For an ex pointer who is 
scared of jumps, something in his past has stuck 
in his mind!

Even though Merdiff is no longer with us, he was 
the perfect horse to introduce me to the world 
of ex rachorses. He was a gentleman. Every 
horse is an individual with their own quirks and 
these exracers shouldn’t be categorised as the 
“typical TB”. My part Cleveland Bay had a much 
more of a stubborn and naughty streak in him 
than any exracer I have met! 

Lisa Blick

RETRAINING
OF RACEHORSES
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NEIL MULHOLLAND

COLUMN
We experienced an unusually quiet 
period last month but we put that right at 
Sedgefield where we enjoyed a satisfying 
double, as both Vancouver and Kalondra 
put in nice performances to land the 
handicap hurdle and the novice chase, 
in which Kalondra was making his debut 
over fences. He put in an astute round of 
jumping under a no nonsense ride from 
Tom Scudamore and the way he came 
up at the last was a sight to behold - we 
couldn't have been happier with him. I 
nominated him as our dark horse to follow 
this season in the Racing Post and there 
should be lots of winning opportunities 
for him in the novice chasing division 
this season. Vancouver bounced back to 
form with a dominant display and I was 
really impressed with how quickly he put 
the race to bed. He's an improving horse 
and we'll see what the handicapper does 
before making any concrete plans with 
him just yet.

We were happy with Doing Fine who ran a 
cracker at Cheltenham, staying on well up the 
run-in for a never-nearer third. He made up 
plenty of ground and was going on at the finish, 
shaping like a potential National prospect for 
the future so we are looking forward to seeing 
how his season progresses. Shantou Village 
was a little bit disappointing on his seasonal 
reappearance but with the ground slightly softer 
than ideal and the trip short of his optimum, we 
are hopeful he can put that behind him next 

time out. He is sure to have come on for the run 
too and he remains a very good prospect over 
fences this season. 

Some of our other big guns will be making 
their seasonal debuts in the coming days, with 
Carole's Destrier probably heading to Ascot 
at the weekend where we hope the run will 
put him cherry-ripe for another crack at the 
Hennessy (now Ladbrokes Trophy) in which he 
went so close to winning last year. He seems in 
good form and we are excited at the prospect of 
seeing him running in some of the top staying 
chases this season. The Young Master may join 
him at Ascot too, but nothing is set in stone just 
yet. The Druids Nephew won't be seen until 
the later part of the season while Southfield 
Royale is in full work and looking well. We have 
some very nice young horses to look forward 
to over the coming months, especially from the 
point-to-point scene and hopefully we'll have 
plenty of runners at the big Saturday meetings 
throughout the season.

With the jumps season now hitting top gear, 
it's a very busy time at home with several new 
horses, which we are obviously very happy 
about and it's great to watch them improve 
and develop. It's very much business as usual 
otherwise and hopefully we can enjoy a 
successful period over the coming weeks, as we 
head into the winter.

We ended last month on a good note with a 
double on Halloween at Chepstow. Dalaman 
was making his stable debut after over a year 
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Winter jump season is now truly under way 
after a few good showers of rain! It’s great 
to be busy and riding lots of new horses 
and picking up rides for lots of different 
trainers. I really enjoy this time of year 
and as much as I enjoy riding at summer 
tracks Worcester .. Stratford I much prefer 
Cheltenham Wincanton Exeter etc.. ! Also 
I enjoy November as all the horses that 
trainers owners and jockey have been 
wrapping up all summer and getting 
excited about are let out and run. Some 
dreams are made and some are broken but 
that’s why we love it! 

Last week’s I enjoyed watching QIPCO British 
Champions Day at Ascot. We saw the genius 
that is Aidan O’Brien equal Bobby Frankel’s 
amazing record of 25 group 1 wins in a season 
and John Gosden’s terrific Cracksman win the 
QIPCO Champion Stakes.

He’s officially been rated as the best horse in 
Europe putting him 2lb ahead of his stablemate 
Enable who won the Queen Elizabeth Stakes 
and the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe. It must be 
pretty special having those two horses in the 
yard. This year a clash between the two was 

sidestepped, but there’s talk that they’ll meet 
next year which would be incredible!

Last week I went to a fundraising event 
organised by Jeremy and Camilla Scott and 
Johnson White – the Laura Scott Charity Dinner 
in aid of the Injured Jockeys’ Fund and Odstock 
Spinal Unit. Laura had a nasty fall earlier this year, 
which resulted in several weeks at Salisbury 
Hospital, and then rehabilitation at Lambourn. 
She’s recovering really well thanks to the IJF and 
Odstock, and the evening, which was hosted by 
Johnson White and attended by Sir AP McCoy, 
Alice Plunkett and Luke Harvey, raised funds for 
these two charities. It was packed and so far 
more than £17,000 has been raised. Luke Harvey 
and AP McCoy were on great form and well 
done to Johnson White for putting it all together 
and to everyone who both generously donated 
prizes, and bought them... a really fun evening. 

https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/laura-scott-charity-dinner

NICK SCHOLFIELD
COLUMN

off the track, but you wouldn't have known 
as he galloped on resolutely to win quite 
authoritatively in the end. He should come 
on for that and hopefully has plenty more to 
offer as he was placed in a listed bumper at 
Cheltenham a couple of seasons ago. Knight Of 
Noir was our other winner and he was given a 
fantastic front-running ride by Tom Scudamore. 
Tom really enlisted the confidence into his 
jumping with such a positive ride, something 
the horse has struggled with in the past and 
he jumped superbly. Phillip Hobbs' runner 
was coming with a challenge when falling 
but jumping is the name of the game and he 
deserved to break his duck over fences. 

We were probably a bit unlucky to not have 
another winner as Neachells Bridge ran a 
cracker to finish a never nearer second at 
Bangor, while Duke of Kilcorral also ran with 
promise. Coole Charmer showed the benefit 
of his reappearance run with a much more 
encouraging third, not beaten far at all and it 
may be that his turn is just around the corner. 
They've all come out of their races fine and 
enjoyed a day out in the paddocks in the 
sunshine. It's great to have the horses back in 
form and we are really excited for the next few 
weeks.

Neil Mulholland  
Ghost writer Dan Higginson

Coole Charmer taken by Becky Bailey
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Where have all the NH season previews 
gone? Once pivotal in the racing world 
their popularity has been slightly 
diminished by the focus having shifted 
specifically to likely entries for the 
Festival in March – five months distant.

Bucking the trend, CTCRC held a highly 
successful October club night, when we were 
delighted to welcome a panel comprising 
racing journalists Chris Cook, Rory Delargy 
and Cathryn Fry, with Robert Cooper of “At 
the Races” in the chair, expertly keeping order 
when the discussions overheated!

Chris Cook opened the batting by commenting 
that long gone were the days when there was 
a specific end to the flat season and the start of 
jump racing, and many of today’s trainers had 
yards with horses from both codes. Summer 
jump racing also meant both jockeys and 
horses were more prone to injuries prior to the 
start of the official NH season, which made it 
even more difficult to identify forthcoming 
stars. Rory agreed, saying it was now rare 
for horses to dominate over several seasons 
(long gone are Dessie days!). Cathryn however 
disagreed, saying theirs was a lopsided view 
and there were many high profile races prior to 
Cheltenham which would be good indicators 
for the Festival.

Two horses they all agreed would be 
campaigned specifically for the Festival were 
Buveur D’air and Defi Du Seuil, but Irish entries 
were more difficult to predict as Willie Mullins, 
always out to win, was renowned for making 

his mind up at the last minute whilst Gordon 
Elliott‘s policy was to look carefully at the 
market before deciding. Anti post bets were 
therefore becoming more speculative! Robert 
Cooper agreed with Chris that once powerful 
Noel Meade was struggling to compete with 
rivals Willie Mullins and Gordon Elliott, and with 
more big English owners putting their good 
horses with the latter two trainers the Irish 
looked to be the dominant force this season.

Inevitably the conversation turned to 
Thistlecrack, who Cathryn was convinced 
would be returning this season in good, if not 
better form than before. Colin Tizzard had 
brought Cue Card back, and although some 
people referred to this year’s Cotswold Chase 
when Thistlecrack had been narrowly beaten 
by Many Clouds, Cathryn said it should be 
remembered that on the day Many Clouds had 
been our top rated chaser.

As with all good panellists, “agreement” is a 
word not in their vocabulary, and in this case 
their bankers for the festival were all different. 
One thing they did agree on though was that 
the Ryanair is likely to be a very messy race, 
with a large number of runners both from 
Willie Mullins and Gordon Elliott. However, if 
Cue Card, probably the most popular horse 
in training, was to win it would undoubtedly 
bring the house down. 

When it came to upcoming trainers, the panellists 
all agreed that there was currently a number of 
ambitious young trainers worthy of keeping an 
eye on – such as Ben Pauling, Seamus Mullins, 

Tom Lacey and Sam Drinkwater. 

Horses to watch? In addition to the two 
McManus horses mentioned above and 
Thistlecrack, the panel agreed Fox Norton 
(currently quoted 12/1 for the Champion 
Chase) and Finians Oscar, together with the 
ultra quirky Might Bite (quoted 10/1 for the 
Gold Cup), and of course Coneygree were all 
worthy of consideration, whilst they felt Bristol 
de Mai might be campaigned too hard prior 
to the festival to figure in March. Rory said he 
thought Native River to be the forgotten horse, 
but he wouldn’t be rushing to back it! On the 
face of it Nicky Henderson looked to have a 
strong Festival hand, with Altior quoted at 6/4 
(favourite) for the Champion Chase.

And the dark horse they all overlooked? For all 
those at Cheltenham on 27th October there 
is no doubt it would have to be the Martin 
Keighley trained “Bobble Emerald”, ridden by 

conditional jockey Harry Stock in the final race 
of the day. Despite being the 33/1 outsider 
in a field of 14 “Bobble” made all, and despite 
being hampered in the closing stages of the 
race by a loose horse won – to give CTCRC 
member David Bishop an unexpected but 
exciting winner. As “Bobble” crossed the line 
CTCRC members who were at Cheltenham and 
witnessed the win rivalled the famous Festival 
“roar”, leaving other racegoers clearly believing 
we had all made a fantastic “killing”. Sadly 
though David had not tipped his horse up. 
CTCRC members will not, therefore, be featured 
in the forthcoming Gary Wiltshire club meeting 
as “the club that beat the bookies”!

Sadie Densham

OCTOBER
CLUB NIGHT
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Nights are drawing in and the 
temperatures are dropping albeit mild 
for the time of year. The horses coats 
are getting woolly and preparations are 
being put in place for when the weanlings 
are to come in at night for the winter. 
We generally bring them in for their first 
winter to give them some extra handling 
and teach them to walk out well in hand 
as well as seeing something of life and not 
just grass fields.

The pressure washing is well under way and 
the wood staining has commenced on the 
boxes already cleaned and disinfected. The 
youngsters barn is always the first to be done 
as we expect it to be in use by the end of 
November.

Weaning is complete bar our last foal who 
wasn't born until 25th May and "nanny" is 
in situ for when the final mare is removed. 
We have had no dramas with the weaning 
process, in fact, the last two were calm and 
quiet within four hours after mum had gone. 
None have had any respiratory issues, quite 
often associated with weaning as we prefer to 
wait until they are a good six months old plus 
and their immune systems are usually strong 
enough to cope without mum's antibodies 
through her milk.

As mentioned last month our winter grazing 
fields were fertilised etc and I'm happy to 
report that the flush of autumn grass duly 
arrived. I can breath a sigh of relief that we 

won't have the added expense of feeding the 
residents hay out in the fields until well after 
Christmas.

At the end of August we sent our 6 yearlings 
away to be long reined and lightly backed. 
Even though we are a National Hunt stud 
we like to send our young stock away to get 
started and educated early and we are lucky 
enough to have Jamie Goss just a few miles 
away to do this for us. It generally does them 
good to have a change of environment and 
like most teenagers having something to do 
prevents them from becoming too stroppy!! 

We do have a couple, one by Yeats and another 
by Martaline, who may run on the flat as early 
three year olds so having a little education now 
will stand them in good stead for the future. 
They are now all back home and in the field 
until next year when we will again re assess 
who may be precocious enough to have an 
early start to their racing careers.

We have several young home bred horses in 
training to look forward to this season and in 
particular Tell It to Me. She is a five year old 
filly out of Liberthine by Kayf Tara and beat all 
odds by surviving after a 312 day gestation. 
A premature foal is one born before 318 days 
and in most cases are unlikely to make it as a 
racehorse due to their immaturity at birth. She 
was never ill and as an only filly from that years 
crop of foals she lived with the colts and stood 
her ground, thus becoming the tenacious 
character she is today. She is fondly known 
by us as Matilda. She ran in two bumpers last 

season, coming second in her first run and 
wining her second impressively by 12 lengths. 
We are all looking forward to her first run which 
shouldn't be too far away and hopefully an 
illustrious career before returning to the stud as 
a brood mare.

As well as the 28th October being the day 
we all get an extra hours sleep it is also the 
Warwickshire Hunts opening meet and we are 
the hosts. The Hunt are not allowed onto the 
stud land but the estate has some wonderful 
panoramic views with the undulating land 
and it is a wonderful spectacle to watch as 
horses and hounds set off with many people 
following. Here's hoping not too many fallers 
off fresh horses and all are safe and sound.

JLB

UPTON  
VIVA STUD



There are so many disappointments in 
ownership, but then suddenly, out of the 
blue, something happens that makes it all 
worthwhile.

At the Cheltenham Showcase, we'd entered 
Bobble Emerald in the conditionals' handicap 
hurdle, never expecting great things. His 33-1 
in an open race said it all. But the horse never 
knows his starting price. His young jockey was 
instructed to sit very handy or if there was 
no pace, to go on and make it. He has a high 
cruising speed at 2 miles but had enough 
stamina to stay on up the hill and win it. We had 
to survive a stewards' enquiry for crossing which 

lasted 10 minutes but seemed like 30.

He's now won six races and our previous horse, 
Havingotascoobydo won five, so Martin Keighley 
is a bit special too.

It was a magic day for the three partners, but 
the memory I shall also treasure is the Timeform 
viewpoint in the official racecard: "Overall 
profile isn't totally convincing and no easy task 
dominating this field ".

Enough said.

David Bishop

RACEHORSE 
OWNERSHIP

Dodge is still just chilling 
hacking out and getting 
ready for winter
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