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Over the last few weeks I have been lucky 
enough to be the winning owner with 
some of the racing clubs I am a member 
of with Elgin for Elite and Saucysioux with 
Olly Murphy. Finally today the 2nd itis was 
broken when Dontminddboys who I have 
a minute share in won at Leicester, while I 
was at work, so not sure if he’s trying to tell 
me something! He was the grey pictured in 
the EPDS article last month.

Another whistle stop visit to Ireland saw a visit 
to Gordon Elliott’s and Fairyhouse Races on the 
Saturday for 8 members of CTCRC. Although 
one member did slope off for a Spa day but we’ll 
let her off as she was one of the few who were 
lucky enough to stay for the Sunday racing and 
what a great day that was for Gordon... should 
we affiliate ourselves with the yard?

I will sign off by wishing you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year and hope to 
see some of you racing over the festive period.

Sarah x 
ctcrcchairman@gmail.com

Renewals are due 1st January and the quicker 
renewals are received the better and will 
be much appreciated by David Bishop. 
Downloaders will have had an email as a 
reminder and to all the postal members please 
find a renewal form in with this newsletter. 
Members renewing after the end of January 
might miss out on updates and newsletters 
as we only give a 
months grace. 

WELCOME TO THE 
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
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TEAM CHASING
Team chasing can be a great second 
career for ex race horses. So, how do 
you know that a race horse due to retire 
will make a successful team chaser? You 
don't!! For example, Siviniaco Conti took 
to it, but Denman didn't. Country Wise 
(who?!) took to it, yet wouldn't win an egg 
and spoon race!!

Large (Enlightment 17,3) or small 
(Troubletimestwo 16 hands on tip toe) both 
exceptional intermediate team chasers took to 
the sport, so size doesn't matter. Horses can 
start team chasing at 4 years old, yet several 
have been successful debutants well into their 
teens.

The most important attribute seems to be 
between the horse's ears. Brave, but not 
reckless and hardy.

So not a lot of help in selecting the right horse, 
but what do you do when you get it home:

A) Turn it out for a month so it can learn to be a 
horse rather than a race horse.

B) Start slowly and get the horse saying "yes", 
this could be as simple as a hack down the 
lanes without napping, or getting it to trot a 
20m circle on each rein. Team chasers have to 
be confident.

C) Start small. Just as with flat work, you want 
them to keep saying "yes" when jumping. A 
small X pole is better negotiated successfully 
than a refusal at an impressive oxer.

D) First cross country practice. If you can have 
an experienced lead horse with you, only when 
you have followed the lead horse a few times 
should you try jumping in front. Not all horses 
are attractive leaders and some don't take to 
being in front for several seasons, so don't get 
disheartened.

E) Variety is the spice of life. Take every 
opportunity to introduce your horse to 
"unusual" obstacles. This could be walking 
through a stream to get them used to water, or 
trotting over a culvert on the verge to get them 
used to ditches. Again, try to ensure the horse 
says "yes I can"

F) Your horse needs sufficient quantity of feed, 
but beware of feeding "hot food" when they 
don't need it. We have found that it is best to 
feed pasture mix for at least the first season.

G) Horses that are hard and fit tend to avoid 
injury, so ensure you can canter 11/2 miles each 
way easily and that this is preceded by enough 
toning work in a ménage or on the roads.

Your first competition:

Courses vary in degrees of difficulty. (Belvoir 
novice equates to an intermediate) yet the 
Grafton novice is tiny.

You may want to start at intermediate level, but 
a successful novice round is more likely to result 

in a confident team chaser than a scrappy 
intermediate round. Even Arthur (probably 
the best team chaser in 2017) started over a 
novice course and now he leads Relentless to 
numerous wins.

You can watch video clips on YouTube or 
ask other riders to get a better idea of which 
course will suit your debut. Don't let your ego 
get in the way of your horse's second career. 
It's better to do one too many novices before 
stepping up, than on too few.

Lizelle Terblanche Brown 
Ex Tony Carroll Racing

Photos: Paul Carley and others unknown.
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THE RISE OF THE 
GOLDEN HORSE

On February 1st 2015 the Golden Horse 
Racing Club was born with an aim to 
bring affordable racehorse ownership to 
people that loved the sport but could not 
afford the expense of racing. The clubs 
first two horses were leased from trainer 
Mick Appleby, Tartan Trip and Sleet were 
the horses that were chosen for the task 
of giving the early club members their 
first taste of racehorse ownership. The 
members of the club didn’t have to wait 
long for the first winner as on March 5th 
just 5 weeks after the club was launched 
Tartan Trip won at Southwell. Later that 
year the club purchased its first racehorse 
at the Ascot sales, a striking grey called 
Moonadee was added to the club’s string. 
He became an instant favourite with 
club members as he went on to win at 
Nottingham.

In 2016 when the leases were up Tartan Trip 
was retired from racing and Sleet was sold on 
to race in Kuwait, the club had a change of 
scenery Moonadee was moved to be trained by 
Mark Loughnane and horses were purchased 
to be trained by Brian Barr in Dorset. During 
this period, the club suffered it’s first taste of 
the negative side of racing when Moonadee 
suffered a fatal injury on the gallops, as you can 
imagine this was bitter pill to swallow and we 
were all really upset. 

The club now had purchased horses called 
Golden Muscade and Shiroccodee, these were 
later joined by a 2yo un-raced filly from Italy 
which we later named Tuscany Poppy all being 

trained by Brian Barr. In January 2017, the club 
purchased a very exciting 4yo sprinter called 
Dandilion who was trained by Alex Hales near 
Banbury, this proved to be a shrewd buy as she 
has won 3 times and has been placed on several 
more occasions becoming a real favourite of the 
members. The biggest day out was provided 
by a horse called Blaine, he was a high-profile 
purchase for the club. He went to Newbury on 
a very wet day in May and ridden by Frankie 
Dettori provided a shock result by easily winning 
at 25/1 and seeing Frankie do a flying dismount 
in the winner’s enclosure in your racing colours 
was a great thrill for our members and gave us a 
day that we will never forget.

At the beginning of this year a big decision was 
made that the club would start to breed its 
own horses for the future, so we purchased 3 
broodmares called Gib who had a foal at foot 
which has been nicknamed Toffee, Caramelita 
and an un-raced mare called Daunt Rock. Over 
the last couple of months, it has been a very 
interesting task in selecting stallions for the 
girls for 2018, thankfully this has now been 
completed with some very exciting matches 
being made with Daunt Rock travelling over to 
Ireland to the Aga Khan Stud to be covered by 
a dual Derby winner and son of Sea the Stars 
called Harzand. The other two also have exciting 
dates with Caramelita going to Heeraat a son of 
Dark Angel and Gib is to be covered by the full 
brother to Frankel called Proconsul. 

The last few months have seen changes with 
regards to our trainers and some hard choices 
being made, this resulted in horses being sold 

and moved, so the bulk of our string including 
the broodmares are now stabled with Alex Hales 
with recent purchases Sir Lancelot and British 
Embassy being trained by Adrian Nicholls and 
Dave Loughnane. 

The club again suffered the dark side of racing 
when at Fakenham a horse we had with Olly 
Murphy called Red House Hill suffered a fatal 
injury on track.

Since the club started in 2015 the membership 
has grown now to over 400 all enjoying the 
benefits of the club which include free days 
out to watch our horses on track, being able to 
buy shares in all the horses including the mares 
and their future foals. They get to meet the 
trainers and their staff at open days at the yards 
and even get a bit of inside betting info, so as 
you have read this amazing club has gone from 
strength to strength and had it’s up and downs 
but that as they say is racing. Anyone interested 
in getting involved just visit our website  
“www.thegoldenhorse.co.uk” and see what we 

are all about.

I would like to pass on our thanks on behalf of 
the management and members of the TGH 
Racing Club at being asked to write a piece for 
the CTCRC newsletter. If you have any questions 
or you would like any further information about 
how to get involved please contact us on our 
website or through our Facebook page.

On behalf of Carl Woods (Racing Club 
Owner) & Steve Morris (Racing Manager).

Left: Shirocodee Right: Sir Lancelot
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SARAH-JANE MUIRIE
COLUMN

We are now well into the season having 
started off in October with The Showcase 
Meeting and the recent November 
Meeting and still we have so much to look 
forward too. Having raced on the Old 
Course we move over to the new course in 
time for The International on Friday 15th 
and Saturday 16th December, the final race 
meeting of 2017. 

The November Meeting was staged at 
Cheltenham Racecourse from Friday, November 

17 through to Sunday, November 19 with 
fantastic racing and over 68,000 racegoers in 
attendance across the three days.

Friday, November 17, Countryside Day, featured 

the first Cross Country chase of the season 
at Cheltenham, the Glenfarclas Cross County 
Handicap Chase. The Scudamore brothers, 
trainer Michael and jockey Tom, took the 
honours courtesy of 14/1 shot Kingswell Theatre 
who made all the running to score gamely 
by three quarters of a length from French 
challenger Vicomte Du Seuil.

Other highlights on the Friday included the 
poignant victory of exciting young chaser 
Finian’s Oscar, owned by the late Ann & Alan 
Potts, trained by Colin Tizzard and ridden by 
Bryan Cooper, in the Steel Plate & Sections 
Novices’ Chase, while the Nicky Henderson-
trained On The Blind Side maintained his 
unbeaten record when winning the concluding 
G2 Ballymore Novices’ Hurdle. 

It was BetVictor Gold Cup on Saturday, 
November 18, with the highlight being the 
£160,000 G3 BetVictor Gold Cup, the famous 
handicap chase over an extended two and a half 
miles. There was a bit of a shock result, with 25/1 
chance Splash Of Ginge, trained locally by Nigel 
Twiston-Davies, coming out on top by a neck 
from Starchitect under jockey Tom Bellamy. 

It was a fourth success in the BetVictor Gold Cup 
for Twiston-Davies and Splash Of Ginge, owned 
by the enthusiastic Liverpudlian John Nield, 
could return to Cheltenham for the £120,000 
Caspian Caviar over a similar distance at The 
International on December 16.

BetVictor Gold Cup Day opened with a stunning 
success by Apple's Shakira in the G2 JCB Triumph 
Trial Juvenile Hurdle and there was also a very 
popular local victory for the Fergal O’Brien-
trained Perfect Candidate in the G3 BetVictor 
Handicap Chase.

Sunday’s highlight was the £100,000 G3 Unibet 
Greatwood Hurdle over two miles, which went 
the way of Elgin, owned by the Elite Racing 
Club, for trainer Alan King and jockey Wayne 
Hutchinson. The five-year-old, a 10/1 chance, 
scored by a neck from Misterton in a  
thrilling finish.

Also on The November Meeting Sunday, Fox 
Norton took the G2 Shloer Chase over two miles 
for the second year in succession in the silks of 
the late Ann and Alan Potts for the Tizzard team 
and is being aimed at the G1 Betfair Tingle Creek 
at Sandown Park on December 9. 

North Hill Harvey laid down an early marker for 
The Festival when winning the G2 Racing Post 
Arkle Trial Novices’ Chase, while Slate House was 
a gutsy winner of the G2 Sky Bet Supreme Trial 
Novices’ Hurdle. 

Don’t forget tickets for The Festival will increase 
at midnight on the 27th January.

Apple's Shakira

Elgin coming into the winners enclosure.
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This season has seen the worst start I 
have experienced since I got involved in 
National Hunt Racing. Following on from 
losing Captain Forez who would have had 
a wonderful future and was already one 
of the favourites for the Neptune at the 
Cheltenham Festival I really thought my bad 
luck would end there. 

I was so looking forward to seeing Aux Ptits Soins 
make his seasons debut in the 3 mile Novice 
Hurdle at Weatherby. Dan Skelton had done a 
great job with him and when I saw him having a 
work out a week before his race he really looked 
back to his very best. The day before the race I 
received another dreadful phone call from Dan 
telling me that OPS had got a small hole in his 
suspensory ligament and he would be out for the 
season. “Oh the highs and lows of racing”. I should 
be well versed in by now but nevertheless the 
bad news still comes as a big shock.

So would my luck change with Politologue going 
for the Haldon Gold Cup at Exeter.”Pierre” gave a 
favourites performance with an exhibition of fast 

and accurate jumping. I really do believe he is the 
best jumper I have owned but my daughter Lise 
would always give that accolade to “One Man”. 
Pierre now goes to the Tingle Creek at Sandown 
on the 9th December. I have just learned that 
Altior will not make the race which I regret as 
I have always believed you should take on the 
best and Altior certainly deserved to be favourite. 
However it will still be a strong field and a very 
competitive race.

Ibis Du Rheu is now fully recovered from the 
fracture to his Pelvis and in full preliminary work 
before he returns to Paul Nicholls. He is now on 
a water treadmill and the Vet wants to be certain 
that he has no reaction from this strenuous 
work before he goes back to Paul Nicholls which 
hopefully will be sometime in December. I am 
hoping we can get two runs into him before the 
end of the season.

Dan Skelton tells me that we may have a special 
horse with the Mare I purchased at the Sales 
at the Cheltenham Festival. Her name is Marie 
Banrigh and she won her Irish Point to Point. The 
horse is now jointly owned by myself and John 
Diver and we believe she will have her first race 
in December probably at Newbury. She is very 
impressive schooling and something to really look 
forward to in December.

The Dellercheckout who I also purchased at the 
Cheltenham sale made his debut at Aintree. He 
finished in the middle of the pack to give an 
encouraging first performance. Only 4yo he has 
a good future but you will not see him at his best 
until he goes over fences.

Please watch out for “Just Rocky” a 4yo horse 
that I bred by Yeats out of High Benefit who 

JOHN HALES
COLUMN

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

Politologue jumping at Exeter to win the Haldon Gold Cup by Jonathan Muse-Jones

Ibis Du Rheu on the treadmill

was a Bumper winner for me. He should have a 
combination of speed and stamina looking at 
the relative pedigrees. I have retained a share in 
the horse and the other shares are owned by 
Halmuritt Racing Syndicate made up of 3 lads 
who are keen to get into racing. I hope Rocky 
who is now at Dan Skelton's will be a lucky and 
successful horse and we are probably looking at a 
Bumper in March.

I am now off to one of my favourite Race 
meetings which is the 3 days at Cheltenham from 
the 17th to 19th November and then to Sandown 
for the Tingle Creek.

John Hales

Our warmest congratulations go to John 
and the team at Ditcheat on Politologue's 
magnificent Tingle Creek win, the first time 
one of John's horses has won this famous 
historic race.

Politologue and lass Sophie Fletcher before the 
Tingle Creek. Photograph by Julie Drewett
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INVESTIGATING POOR 
PERFORMANCE -  
RESPIRATORY SYSTEM

When an owner or trainer asks a vet to 
find a reason for poor performance, one 
of the first questions to ask is – is this a 
loss or change in performance, or has the 
horse never performed to expectations? 
The former is often easier to investigate, as 
you know there was a previous level that 
was acceptable. The latter is more difficult 
as no one wants to be told their expensive 
purchase is just slow! 

For horses whose race performance has 
changed, and who don’t show simple blood 
abnormalities, further investigation is needed. In 
racehorses the usual areas to investigate are the 
respiratory, cardiac, gastric and musculo-skeletal 
systems. 

Respiratory investigations

There is much discussion and news about ‘wind’ 
surgeries for racehorses. News that a winner 
has ‘had his wind done’ prior to unexpected 
victory has made people ask for these surgeries 
to be declared, but there is a range of conditions 
and potential treatments, which have varying 
success rates. Without an accurate diagnosis the 
likelihood of improvement after surgery is low. 
Development of technologies, such as dynamic 
scopes, has enabled vets to see what the throat 
and larynx is doing during exercise. Previously, 
the vet relied on the report of the rider or the 
noise the horse made, but this can be very 
inaccurate, and many horses with obstructions 
will not make significant noise. 

A schematic diagram of the opening of the 
larynx

a. arytenoid cartilages
b. vocal folds
c. aryepiglottic folds
d. laryngeal saccules
f. ventricular folds
g. epiglottis
h. soft palate 

Some of the conditions that can be diagnosed 
include:

• Laryngeal paralysis. One or both arytenoid 
cartilages do not retract fully due to neuropathy 
(nerve damage). These should fully retract 
during exercise to give a clear airway, and close 

when swallowing. If the paralysis is one sided 
it is usually the left side, thought to be because 
the nerve is longer on this side. Horses with 
this condition are often referred to as roarers or 
whistlers due to the noise made.

• Dorsal displacement of the soft palate, (DDSP). 
Usually the epiglottis holds down the soft palate. 
When the horse swallows the epiglottis releases 
the soft palate momentarily, but sometimes it 
does not replace correctly, blocking the airway. 
Horses with this condition are often referred to 
as gurgling, choking or swallowing their tongue.

• Pharyngeal collapse – the upper part of the 
larynx bulges down reducing airflow

• Epiglottic entrapment – a small fold of the 
aryepiglottic mucosa traps the tip of the 
epiglottis. This is a less common diagnosis of 
airway obstruction

• Sub epiglottic cyst – these fluid filled swellings 
may obstruct the airway, again an uncommon 
diagnosis

• Pharyngeal lymphoid hyperplasia – this is 
common in young horses and does not usually 
affect the airway

The two main conditions that require treatment 
are laryngeal paralysis and DDSP. 

There are two main treatments for laryngeal 
paralysis and choice will depend on severity of 
the paralysis, and how long the horse can be 
off work. The simplest is a Hobday procedure, 
which can be performed in a sedated, standing 
horse, removing the need for a general 
anaesthetic (GA). An incision is made under 
the throat and the vocal cord and saccules are 
removed. This can also be done via the nasal 

passage using a laser, meaning the horse has 
no incision and no scar. Hobday procedure 
addresses the noise made more than the 
function of the airway.

The more involved procedure is a tie-back, 
which is done under a GA. This involves placing 
a permanent suture around the cartilage until 
sufficient retraction is achieved. This will hold 
the airway open permanently so a complication 
of this surgery is that the horse may inhale food 
material and be more prone to coughing and 
respiratory infections. For this reason the horse 
is best fed from the ground. Another possible 
complication is that the suture may break 
putting the horse back to its previous condition. 
The 2 procedures are often done together. 

For DDSP there are also 2 main procedures – 
cauterizing the palate or a tie-forward. Cautery 
of the palate can be done by hot iron or laser, 
via the mouth. This scars the palate and helps 
stiffen it to prevent it displacing. Tie-forward is 
a more complex procedure. Strong, permanent 
sutures are placed in such a way that the whole 
larynx is moved forwards to fit closer to the soft 
palate and prevent it displacing. These sutures 
are under strong tension from the muscles 
so the horse needs to be fed from eye level 
and not allowed to graze for a few weeks after 
surgery, as one of the main complications is 
suture failure. This procedure is reported to have 
good success rates.

So as can be seen, without knowing how bad 
the horses condition was and how well the 
surgery has gone, knowing the horse has had 
wind surgery is not necessarily that helpful.

Catherine Salthouse
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We’re well into full swing with the jumps 
season now, with some very taking 
performances from the likes of Bristol 
De Mai, Fox Norton and Top Notch all 
laying down early markers for the Festival 
already. With that in mind, and given you’ll 
be hearing from me every month from now 
until the big one in March, it makes sense 
to try and put a little ante-post portfolio 
together so that by the time the big races 
come around, we’re hopefully sitting 
on some value bets that we can enjoy 
cheering home. 

But I’ll not just be looking at the Grade 1’s - I’ll be 
marking your card with some that can hopefully 
go well in the big handicaps and I’ll be hovering 
for prices as soon as the bookmakers start to 
price them up as well. 

So, without further ado…

Ballyalton (Ian Williams)
Rule number 1 with me when looking for 
potential Festival winners is this - have they run 
well at the Festival before? If the answer is a 
big fat yes, then that’s a massive tick in the box 
for me. It’s almost the single most important 
key to look for, especially in the handicaps. 
And with that in mind, I’d suggest we need to 
keep Ballyalton somewhere near the top of our 
lists for what used to be the old Mildmay Of 
Flete handicap (now the Brown Advisory and 
Merribelle Plate). 

He’ll be 11 when next March comes around, 
which most people will consider too old, 
but two points - one, Ballyalton is very lightly 

raced for his age (having had just the seven 
chase starts to date) and two, horses with ages 
in double figures can win this (there are still 
those who go around scratching their heads, 
wondering how the hell Mister McGoldrick won 
this doing handsprings at the age of 11 back in 
2008 - at 66-1 as well…).

He showed that he retains plenty of his ability 
when finishing a close fourth in the Bet Victor on 
his most recent start, and that on ground that 
really wouldn’t have been his bag. He’s clearly on 
a workable mark and whilst you’d normally say 
that he’d be vulnerable to improvers come next 
March (and that could yet be the case) what was 
pretty obvious from the Bet Victor is that most 
of the second-season chasers could already be 
nearing the top end of their marks. So that’s 
less of a worry. Throw in his Festival record - a 
win in the 2016 Novices Handicap Chase and a 
second to Faugheen in the 2024 Neptune - and 
his chances start to look quite decent. One to go 
in notebooks. 

Fox Norton (Colin Tizzard)
The first thing to say about Fox Norton is 
how much he’s improved physically over the 
summer. He turned out for the Shloer Chase on 
the Sunday of the Bet Victor meeting looking 
very well, although his trainer had clearly left 
something to work on. But he’s definitely bulked 
out at the rear, and really stood out among this 
field. 

It was hard not to be impressed with his manner 
of victory here too. Travelling nicely throughout, 

DAVID MASSEY
COLUMN

he’s picked off long-time leader Special Tiara 
pretty easily and quickened away very nicely, 
putting this to bed in a matter of strides. 

He seems to be still improving and there may 
well be a bit better to come this season. I fully 
get that Special Tiara beat him a head in the 
event last year (and he would have needed 
this) but Colin had a pretty miserable time of 
it at Cheltenham, with many of his running 
below form, and Fox Norton was one of only a 
handful to perform on the week. The Ryanair 
has been mentioned as a target but with doubts 
surrounding both Altior and Douvan at present, 
it would be no surprise to see him rock up for 
the Champion Chase come March, and he looks 
worth a small ante-post investment for that at 

present.

1pt win Fox Norton for the Champion 
Chase (8-1 Hills, Ladbrokes)

Blaklion (Nigel Twiston-Davies)

Nurse, he’s out of bed again…

No, really. Blaklion for the Gold Cup. Let’s 
get the negatives out of the way - one, 
he’s far more likely to rock up for the 
Grand National again. And two, he does 
need to improve. Although possibly not 
by as much as the figures would have you 
believe. 

Now let’s turn to a few positives. His 
Cheltenham record - including a win in 
the 2016 RSA at the Festival - is good. 
He likes spring ground. His form this 
season is already looking decent after his 
half-length second to stablemate Bristol 
De Mai in the Charlie Hall Chase, albeit 
getting 6lb. 

He actually has many of the attributes you 
look for in a Gold Cup winner. Yet, because 

the yard have a supposed better option in 
Bristol De Mai, he’s basically been written 

off already. Well, a lot can happen between 
now and next March, and I’d suggest the 66-1 
available with both Paddy Power and Betfair 
Sportsbook is an insult to his basic ability. 

Not suggesting we go mad - a ¼pt e/w 
would be enough at this stage. 

Back next month to bolster up the ‘folio….good 
luck everyone!

David Massey

Blaklion
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The column this month is written by both 
my Dad and I. Racing is great fun but 
homework has to be done!

Dad on our visit to Olly Murphy
The alarm clock started to chirp at most 
unreasonable time for a Saturday. I pulled 
open the curtains to be greeted by a 
dark and very damp day. The thought of 
returning to the warm bed did not last for 
long, Katie was already on the move as 
today we were off to visit the gallops and 
stables of Olly Murphy. 

As most of you will know, Olly only started out 
on his own earlier in the year after having worked 
with both Alan King and Gordon Elliott where he 
was involved in producing horses such as Don 

Cossack 
and Cause 
of Causes. 
Already his 
solo training 
career was 
recorded 
twenty 
winners in 
his first few 
months.

With coats, 
wellingtons 
and woolly 
hats all 
sorted we 
headed 
off up 

the motorway chatting away about school, 
racing and the hope that by the time we 
reached Wilmcote the sun would have made an 
appearance! We arrived just as one of the early 
Lots was coming in from the gallops while the 
rain fell steadily. From the comfort of the warm, 
dry car we watched the well organised team 
wash horses down while others were placed 
into the horse walkers or taken back into the 
stables. Despite the damp conditions the smiles, 
laughter and banter between the Stable Staff was 
testament to the team spirit that Olly has created 
over the summer months.

With the rain finally easing off, the CTCRC 
members made their way into a spacious and 
immaculately clean stable block to be warmly 
greeted by Olly who introduced us to some of the 
inmates before taking us out to the gallops where 
we saw two Lots go through their paces. Olly 
has tried to bring as much of the knowledge he 
gained with Gordon Elliott into his Yard, including 
the use of Wexford Sand on the gallops. Katie 
and I have been lucky enough to visit a few Yards 
of late; it is interesting that Nicky Henderson also 
has a Wexford Sand gallop while Neil Mulholland 
explained to us in some detail why he believe his 
shredded carpet is the ideal gallop base. It only 
goes to show that there are many ways to bring 
horses into the winners enclosure. 

Olly has a friendly and engaging personality and 
has clearly given much thought and planning 
into his Yard. There is relaxed yet business like 
atmosphere about the whole place, I suspect 
brought about through a lot of hard work by a 
team who understand what the Yard is looking to 

achieve and who are determined to succeed.

After a bracing look at the horses working it was 
back to the Stables and to the smell of bacon 
sandwiches and coffee; very welcome indeed 
after an early cold morning. Talk turned to Olly’s 
Race Club which has already had some success. 
We were also invited to take a look at the Owners 
Room, wonderfully situated above the stables 
and fitted out as comfortably as any hotel.

While it was tempting to stay in the warm, Olly 
took us on a tour of the Stables and introduced us 
to some more of the horses. A look at the cards 
on the front of each stall quickly confirms that the 
Racing community is already taking note of what 
Olly has achieved so far; the boxes include horses 
owned by some top owners and bred by some 
top class stallions. The stables were bright, airy 
and immaculately clean and tidy. We were struck 
how happy and contented the horses seemed to 
me; most of them happy to pop their heads out 
of the door and say hello as we walked past

Katie and I chatted as we drove home and both 
agreed that it had been well worth the early start 
I hope we get the opportunity to visit again soon 
so we can see how things have progressed. It can 
only be a matter of time before some of those 
boxes contain Festival winners. Our thanks go to 
Olly and all at the Yard for making us so welcome.

 

Katie on our visit to Cheltenham 
November meeting.
Dad was able to go to all three days of the 
Meeting but on the Friday it was lessons in the 
classroom for me, though I was able to catch up 
with the news on the bus journey back home 
thanks to Dad texting me the results! He even 
managed to get me Lizzie Kelly’s autograph 
which was great. So, on Friday night it was all 
systems go on the homework front so I could 
go to Cheltenham on both the Saturday and the 
Sunday. 

Despite the heavy rain on Saturday we still had 
a good day; the races and a very tasty bacon 
sandwich soon warmed us up. The Cotswolds 
vanished from sight but it turned out somebody 
had only borrowed them for the day to give them 
a coat of paint and a clean as on Sunday the sun 
shone and the view from the top of the Stand 
was amazing. A couple of horses really caught 
my eye. Apples Shakira, a full sister to Apples Jade, 
romped home by seventeen lengths to beat a 
good field including Gumball. I like to follow the 
lady jockeys and trainers so it was great to see 
Bryony Frost and Black Corton win again. He was 
raced over the summer and won most of his 
races. Now the winter season is with us he just 
keeps winning. I am looking forward to seeing 
him race again soon; it would be brilliant if he 
could make The Festival. 

KATIE MILLER
COLUMN

Black Corton going down to the 
start at Cheltenham

Olly showing members round       Gallops at Olly Murphy's yard  
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head of travelling Harrison Day took a lorry-
load to Wincanton and I took petite Minotaur 
to Doncaster for the final Flat meeting on the 
Turf. Minotaur (nicknamed Mini by his groom 
at home Bara Ponická) ran in the ‘big race’ of 
the day, the November Handicap. It was a chilly 
day but Mini was not cold as he danced and jig-
jogged round the paddock. He was not badly 
behaved, quite the opposite; he was lovely, full 
of zest and beans! He was unplaced but I had a 
fun day with him. 

Earlier in the afternoon, I had had my lunch in 
the canteen, watching all the jump racing. Forz 
ran a great race, finishing second under Killian 
Moore. I am keeping my fingers crossed for Forz 
in the future; plus both my new boys did me 
proud.

The boss’ tiny Jack Russell terrier Daisy has taken 
to shadowing me during evening stables. The 
older Hughie would rather sleep in the warm 
office, whereas Daisy loves to be adventurous 
and active. She will follow me whilst I put horses 
on and off the walker, eat poo in the stables 
before I muck out, scampering about in the hay 

and shavings. She 
has the tiniest of 
paws that patter 
along beside me, 
never far away. 
The only problem 
is that she is a 
typical terrier 
and has no fear. I 
caught her stood 
up on her back 
legs, front paws 
rested against 
It’s A Gimme’s 
bandaged 
off-fore. Thank 
goodness it was 
gentle Gimme 
– though I had 
heart palpations 

when she was sniffing His Dream’s hind leg! All 
‘my’ five horses have got used to her – Gimme 
looks on half-interested, half-wary, whereas Forz 
looks down with disdain. I have recently tried 
to discourage her following me around but it 
is hard when she seeks me out and I enjoy her 
boldness. Yet, I worry that getting the boss’ 
puppy kicked would be a fast track to a P45.

After Doesyourdogbite (Gromit) badly over-
reached at Chepstow on October 14th, he has 
had a very good recuperation. After the initial 
stay at the vet’s, a period on box rest then gentle 
exercise on the walker, he was given the OK to 
be ridden again. Just slowly, in walk and trot at 
first and he was a little naughty – bucking with 
some enthusiasm. He did not send me into orbit 
but I thought he might – especially, once, when I 
had been fired so far up his neck that I practically 
eyeballed his very twinkly one. Plus, another 
time, whilst it was rainy and the whole string 
was trotting round the indoor school. He kicked 
the white rail and then bucked – I thought I was 
a goner as one foot had come out of the stirrup! 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

The final day of the first meeting at 
Cheltenham was a gloomy day, for head of 
travelling to Alan King, Mattie Howells left 
racing. He was a resolute worker in racing, 
having been at ‘Kingy’s’ for over eleven 
years. He worked alongside the grooms, 
forever keeping high standards and 
driving miles up and down the country. He 
had been alongside many big winners and 
it will odd not seeing him there anymore.

Mattie has got a “normal” delivery job away from 
racehorses. He has a wife Jo and baby daughter 
Sophie, and racing daily meant he was never at 
home. I wish Mattie lots of luck in his new job – 
and hopefully we will see him soon. I can give 
Mattie the credit me for helping me perfect the 
art of securing a tongue tie; he always helped 
out and lent anything out.

At times, I feel sad as I do not have many old 
friends left within this sport and I feel as some 
leave, the rest of us are pulled closer together.

On November 4th, Go Conquer (Conkers) gave 
the yard a boost when winning the Sodexo Gold 
Cup at Ascot. It was a pleasure to watch him leap 
the fences, clearly loving it. He is trained from 
the field and Colm Ryan looks after the seven 
horses which live out. Each paddock has a field 
shelter and a pen, built next to where Grand 
National winner Don’t Push It was infamously 
trained, living with his little herd of Jacob sheep. 
Colm joined us in the autumn, having spent 
years with Alan King. He is a top class work rider, 
and rides the complicated horses like Conkers. 

Hopefully this is the beginning of a great season 
for Conkers, who finished fifth at the Festival last 
year season.

I had looked after Powerful Symbol (Peter) for 
only six days when he ran at Southwell on 6th 
November. I totally understood why I was not 
sent as Courtney Binns had looked after Sky 
Pirate for months and Nicole Vaughn went with 
Hidden Oasis (Ollie), who she had looked after 
for over a year. I had inherited Peter after a lad 
left, along with Forza Milan. Peter has been in 
the yard for a couple of years and is a sweet, 
friendly character. He stands tall and loves 
cuddles, peppermints and carrots. Forza Milan 
(shortened to Forz) has a very quiet, obedient 
nature but also likes carrots. He is also a leggy 
gelding but a bright bay colour, compared to 
Peter’s darker bay.

Anyway, I rushed through my jobs at lunchtime 
and got up to the owners’ suite in time to 
watch Peter on the last circuit. It was hairy 
viewing; Peter’s jumping was dodgy over the 
last few fences and he was idling in front. Richie 
McLernon was throwing everything at him 
and luckily they won by four lengths. That win 
was not fancy and was “only” at Southwell on 
a wintery Monday but Peter still won – and 
carrying 12 stone, 7lbs! I felt proud of him and 
his reward was the biggest carrot in the bag.

Then a similar thing happened on Saturday 
11th – we had runners at three different 
meetings. Michelle Marsh and Molly Sherring 
took Matorico (Matty) and Forz up to Aintree, 

Matt Howells leading up Sceau Royal
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Somehow, Gromit always managed to save me, 
proving he is not “dirty” and very lovely. By now, 
his workload has gradually increased to doing 
two canters and working and he is fully back 
to normal – loving going up the gallop but not 
fooling about, and the most important aspect is 
that he has remained totally sound throughout. 

On November 15th, I took a day trip up to 
Middleham to pick up Ey Up Rocky from a yard 
run by former jockey Richie McGrath. I had never 
been there before so used my sat-nav – up the 
A1(M), off at junction 51, signposted Bedale. The 
sat-nav directed me literally up dale and down 
farm lanes, over a hump-back bridge and I was 
suddenly two miles from Middleham. I had to 
phone for directions and got a bit confused 
by a misleading dead-end sign in the centre of 
the little market town. Yet, I arrived safely and 
loaded up a very laid back Rocky, who started 
nibbling his haynet immediately. We set off and 
I only had a few moments more to absorb the 
green, rolling Dales, the racehorses clopping 
by on their way to the gallops and the ruins 
of Middleham Castle jutting up from behind 
the cobbled alleys, tearooms and pubs. It was 

beautiful; the four and a half hour drive 
was definitely worth it. 

The Bet Victor meeting at Cheltenham 
was dismal. We lost a promising 
youngster in Counter Shy on the Friday, 
Minella Rocco did not finish on the 
Saturday and then we had no runners 
on the Sunday. Counter Shy was out of a 
half-sister to legend Synchronised. Richie 
had won a bumper on him at Worcester 
in September, and summed up by saying 
he had won on Synchronised, the sister 
Cross The Flags and how the family 
meant such a lot to him. We all felt the 
impact and shock of losing a horse with 
a future ahead of him, most of all his 
lass Leah Burnet and daily rider Sophie 
Upton. We then crossed all extremities 
in the hope Rocco would lift us but he 

made mistakes and pulled up. 

On November 24th, I was back up the A1(M) 
and up another junction (number 52) to get 
to Catterick races. I drove Manny Owners and 
Strongly Suggested, accompanied by Georgie 
Webb. It was a half past five start, cold, sunny 
weather and a pit-stop at Starbucks – but well 
worth every mile with Catterick’s amazing 
stable staff canteen. There are a vast array of 
homemade cakes and tiffins, flapjacks and 
brownies; the main courses are worthy of a 
Yorkshire pub. Plus, the horses both ran very 
well. Manny was second, beaten a length and 
Strongly was third. It might have taken five hours 
of solid driving to get home but the racing had 
been good, and I had good company in Georgie 
and Heart FM Christmas.

Daisy and Hughie (dogs)

TOM BELLAMY
ON WINNING

I don’t know where to start. The best day 
of my life happened on Saturday. The race 
itself is a race I have always wanted to ride 
in as it is the highlight of the early season 
at Cheltenham in many ways. 

It was an incredible feeling to finish in front 
although I must admit the run to the line 
was very scary as I thought I was going to 
get caught. Nigel and his team had the horse 
spot on and I am very grateful to him for the 
opportunity, those words apply to the owner, 
John Neild as well. When the rain started 
the chance of Splash of Ginge increased 
massively and he slogged it out to give me 
my biggest winner and he showed true guts 
and determination. An amazing day I will never 

forget. A lot of my friends and family were there 
and for them to see my best day made it a 
dream come true. I’ve been friends with both 
Sam and Willy all of my life and Ryan Hatch for 
a long time now as well and to see him with a 
delighted look on his face was the icing on the 
cake. I must also say that it was lovely of Jamie 
Bargary to come up and give me a hug after the 
winning line. True sportsmanship and friendship. 
All in all a fantastic day!
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NEIL MULHOLLAND

COLUMN
It was a fantastic week for the yard last 
week, with a treble on Monday at Plumpton 
the highlight of the season so far. We 
knew the three horses concerned were 
in great form, but for them all to go and 
do the business on the track was special. 
Everything went to plan which is rare in 
this sport, so it is important to enjoy the 
successful days. 

Tikkanbar was an excellent bumper horse for us 
last term and we were delighted with the way he 
won on hurdling debut. He’s still a big baby so 
we will be looking to get some more experience 
into him soon, but he jumped well at Plumpton 
and we hope he can build on that next time. He’s 
a horse we have had offers for but nothing that 
has convinced us to sell, and it is lovely to have 
a promising type in the yard owned by my Dad. 
Master Burbidge is a horse with a personality to 
say the least, but he keeps on doing his job, and 
won his 4th race this year in the 2m3f handicap 
chase. He was going well at Wincanton last time 

out when falling, but thankfully he jumped much 
better this time and it was fantastic to see him 
back in the winners’ enclosure. He runs again 
under a penalty tomorrow at Doncaster under 
top Irish amateur Jamie Codd. Dalaman made 
it two from two for the yard when winning the 
handicap hurdle on the card and in the end, 
it was a comfortable success. He came out of 
the race well and it made sense to turn him out 
quickly on Thursday at Wincanton, where he 
finished second in the novices’ handicap hurdle.

Aside from Plumpton on Monday, Shee’s Lucky 
ran a stormer up at Leicester to finish second 
in the fillies’ juvenile hurdle, and she is one we 
hope can continue to improve for her owners. 
Espoir De Teillee made his debut over hurdles at 
Catterick on Friday afternoon, and it proved to be 
the ideal starting point. He put in a lovely round 
of jumping which was particularly pleasing, and 
Noel was delighted with the horse.We will see 
how he comes out of the race but all being well 
we will look to step him up in class next time out, 
and for the time being we will keep him over the 
intermediate trip. 

On Saturday, Cheeky Chica ran a cracker on 
debut to finish second at Huntingdon under 
James King, nicely clear of the third. She looked to 
learn plenty from the experience and we will look 
to find a similar race for her soon enough to try 
and go one better. Chirico Vallis was coming with 
his challenge when taking a nasty looking fall 
four out at Ludlow on Monday, but thankfully he 
is completely fine and seems none the worse for 
it. Meanwhile at Kempton, Bishops Court travelled 
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powerfully into the race to finish a close third, 
though at one stage better looked likely. He can 
be a bit of a thinker but it was a very encouraging 
performance and hopefully he can build on that 
next time out.

Dieg Man made the trip up to Sedgefield 
worthwhile with a most promising victory on 
his stable debut. Harry knows the horse well 
having ridden him regularly at home and he 
grasped the opportunity with both hands in the 
famous green and gold silks. The horse won in 
the manner that we might have hoped; he looks 
to have a lot of potential going forward and we 
hope he can keep improving as we step him 
up in grade. Also on Tuesday we were happy 
with both our runners in the handicap hurdle at 
Lingfield. Molly Carew finished a close second 
which is always frustrating but she ran a lovely 
race while Kansas City Chief should hopefully 
come on for what was his first run in nearly six 
months on his first start for us. 

We were very happy with Pilgrims Bay who 
probably ran a career best to finish in the money 
in the Ladbrokes Trophy at Newbury on the 2nd 
December. He can be a very difficult ride but 
James Best knows him better than anyone and 
gave him a typically ice cool ride to finish fifth. 

He has been bouncing at home ever since and 
we remain hopeful that he has a big race in him 
at some point this season. Carole's Destrier ran 
with great credit but just got tired late on and will 
hopefully improve now he's got a run under his 
belt. Like Pilgrims Bay, he has come out of his race 
in super order and it could be that his long term 
target this season could be the Grand National in 
the spring. 

Looking ahead, we have some major races 
coming up with some of the bigger names in 
the yard entered up all across the country. We've 
introduced some nice young novices already 
this season, in the shape of Espoir De Teillee and 
Dieg Man and we are hopeful that we have a 
few more left in the locker for the later part of the 
season. Dead Right will be out in the second half 
of the season and his Punchestown bumper form 
has been nicely franked by the runner up, so we 
are really looking forward to seeing what he can 
do in the new year. Burns Cross and Dandulo Du 
Gite are two PTP recruits that I have highlighted 
in the past and they could be names to look out 
for in the coming weeks as they do everything 
nicely at home.

Neil Mulholland  
Ghost writer Dan Higginson
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Hey. It has been a busy month with lots of 
racing. I've been very lucky recently with a 
few nice wins. Most notably I had a double 
at Ludlow on Brave Marla for Emma Lavelle 
in the novice handicap chase. A pleasing 
start to his chasing career. Also winning 
on the Happy Chap for Sarah Humphrys’s 
in a staying handicap chase. Both horses 
could be worth following as I’m sure there 
is more up their sleeves. I must give a 
mention to Ludlow for putting up some 
really good prize money. 

Last Sunday I raced in a different type of race at 
Exeter Racecourse. It was the annual Clydesdale 
race, run as a fund raiser for the Devon Air 
Ambulance. I was part of the build up for the 
day, wearing a bright red flight suit on the 
middle of Dartmoor while 
galloping a Clydesdale! A 
tad embarrassing. Still, it’s all 
for a very good cause and 
the pictures were great. It 
was good to catch up that 
day with Becky Kennen 
who gave me my first ever 
point-to-point winner on 
Sea Snipe. Becky’s brother 
Tim Ancrum owns the 
Clydesdales so it’s a lovely 
association.

I was really impressed 
by The 2015 Champion 
Hurdle winner Faugheen 
on his comeback run at  

Punchestownast Sunday in the Morgiana Hurdle. 
You wonder on that performance how anything 
can beat him.  He beat some very good horses 
including Jezki and Swamp Fox. He’s now the 
9-4 favourite for the Unibet Champion Hurdle 
in March. It will be interesting to see how the 
reigning champion Buveur D’Air gets on in the 
Fighting Fifth on December 2nd. Note added 
Buveur D'Air won.

It’s tough on Ruby Walsh that he’s out injured 
after he broke his leg on Saturday. It’s tough at 
any time of the year to get injured, but at this 
time of year, when Willie Mullin’s big guns are 
starting to come out, it’ll be annoying for him 
having to watch from the side lines. He’ll bounce 
back and hopefully we’ll see him at the Festival 
in March. Nigel Twiston Davis is in flying form 

NICK SCHOLFIELD
COLUMN

January 17th 2018 
Chris Pitt on The Forgotten Racecourses of the 
Three Counties

January 20th 2018 
Stable Visit to Martin Keighley. Closing date 
13.1.18

February 10th 2018 
Stable Visit to Laura Hurley. Closing date 
27.1.2018

February 21st 2018 
Edward Gillespie & Nick Rust on The Future of 
National Hunt Racing.

Just for info if bad weather does arrive 
notification of cancellations to any meeting or 
visit will be available by Facebook, Twitter, Club 
Events on the website and email to those whose 
addresses we have. Hopefully this shouldn’t be 
needed.

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

and clearing up all the big prizes in England. 
Bristol de mai was highly impressive in the 
Betfair Chase and really was a pleasure to watch. 
It’s also a tough time for my pal Sam Twiston 
Davis who broke his arm in a fall at Sandown. 
Seeing him racing the other day was good and 
he seems to be taking it really well. It’s never a 
good time to get injured but November and 
December as is a busy time for jump racing. I 
wish him a speedy recovery. 

It was good to see Melodic Rendezvous retire 
sound and in one piece after the Elite last 
weekend. He’s been a brilliant horse, carrying 
the flag for Jeremy Scott, and he gave me 
some fantastic spins. I think I rode him about 

19 times in all, and we made our racecourse 
debut together at Chepstow back in 2012 when 
he won the bumper in really good style. The 
highlight was winning the Grade One Tolworth, 
my first ever Grade One winner, and it’s a day I 
will never forget. He gave me a terrific spin, and 
when you’re going that speed on a really good 
jumper, there’s nothing quite like it.

He’ll enjoy a long and cosseted retirement with 
one of his part owners John Govier on Exmoor 
and he deserves it as he’s been so tough and 
such a trier, with a heart of gold to match.

Nick Scholfield

Melodic Rendevous



26 27

Gary Wiltshire “The Belly From 
The Telly”
Quite a coup for the club to have bookmaker 
Gary Wiltshire as our guest, as he says, he 
doesn’t normally do these type of events. The 
ensuing conversation with Racing UK columnist 
Alex Steedman, proved both entertaining and 
informative.

Alex began the evening by producing one of 
the most famous racecards in history, Ascot 28th 
September 1996 when Frankie Dettori went 
through the card winning all seven races. Gary 
lost £1.4 million that day. Gary and his clerk were 
going to stand at Worcester on that fateful day, 

but the traffic on the M40 was so bad he said, 
“Let’s turn round and go to Ascot”. Words that 
changed his life, so with the £2.2k Worcester 
float in his pocket he set up on number 18 pitch 
at Ascot. According to Gary he was ahead going 
into the last race and simply got carried away. 
He took several very large bets, including a £30k 
one from Coral. He promised to pay everyone, 
even if it took time, and that is exactly what he 
did over the next four years, having had to sell 
his house, cars and whatever he could to meet 
his creditors.

A week after the Ascot meeting, he went to 
function and was told by two jockeys that other 
than Frankie on Fujiyama Crest, Pat Eddery was 
the only other trier in the race. Later, Frankie 
actually bought Fujiyama Crest and had him 
in the paddock behind his house, going fox 
hunting a couple of times and taking pleasure in 
riding down Newmarket High Street. These days 
Gary and Frankie are good friends.

Gary is eternally grateful to our club president 
Alastair Down, for an article he wrote supporting 
him when many others were writing him off. He 
was invited to write a book about his life and 
was offered a percentage. He thought no one 
would be interested in it, and so took a £15k 
fee instead. It sold many copies, and was up for 
book of the year at The Savoy. He was relieved 
not to win as he was worried about having to 
walk up to the stage to collect his prize.

He then went on to appear on BBC racing as a 
betting pundit, only retiring when his health had 
deteriorated through being big. He explained 
that he was so ill at 38 stone he ended up in 

Solihull hospital. He was very grateful to Fred 
Done of Betfred who arranged for him to go 
into a private hospital and have a gastric sleeve 
fitted. He joked about being an Arsenal fan and 
seeing the word “SPURS” tattooed on the arm 
of one of the theatre assistants. After, he went 
to Weight Watchers and amazed them by losing 
so much weight, earning him “Slimmer of the 
Month”. He dared not tell them the real reason 
for the weight loss.

Gary was born in Islington, and grew up helping 
his parents selling flowers from the barrow they 
had in Leather Lane market. From an early age 
he was interested in gambling and that is how 
he became a bookmaker. At age 23 he went 
to Stoney Stratford magistrates court to get his 
license, and his father told him “You won’t last a 
week!”. But as he noted, is still here 38 years later.

We then heard a bit about some of the costs 
involved in taking pitches at racecourses. 

Probably most present were astonished at 
how much it costs to buy a pitch, and then the 
ongoing costs of buying day badges and paying 
a clerk etc on the actual day of racing. Gary says 
most bookmakers use Betfair now to form their 
book.

Alex asked him what he might have do 
differently in his life, and he explained that he 
was a born gambler, and would rather not have 
been a bookie, but once you been one, that’s it. 
He also proffered the opinion that because of 
media involvement 10/100 races are crooked.

Lastly, he is told us he is currently writing a book 
which will appear at around Festival time next 
year. The truth about racing, he said! I for one 
am looking forward to it.

Antonia Lord

NOVEMBER
CLUB NIGHT

Frankie Dettori on Fujiyama Crest at Ascot 1996

Gary Wiltshire waiting for Santa 2011
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November for us was not so good, we lost 
an in foal mare to the dreaded colic and a 
two year old, who we hold in high regard, 
was diagnosed with a badly fractured pedal 
bone. This only hi lights the highs and lows 
associated with dealing with any animal in 
large numbers. You breath a sigh of relief 
after the last foal is safely born, again when 
all mares are back in foal and lastly when all 
foals are weaned and happily living in their 
group. The rest is up to Mother Nature who 
unfortunately always has the upper hand 
and no matter what you do she will always 
have the last word.

The mare we lost was a well connected home 
bred by Presenting who was in foal to Shantou 
thus emulating the Gordon Elliot trained "Death 
Duty". She had been seen happily grazing at 
2.15pm and when seen again at 4pm was beyond 
any help our vets could give despite them 
arriving within 10 minutes of my frantic phone 
call (our veterinary practice is only 2 miles away) A 
rare form of colic was revealed after the resulting 

post mortum and although no comfort for her 
loss we knew there was nothing any of us could 
of done any differently to have saved her.

Our two year old filly with the fractured pedal 
bone is by Mount Nelson out of a winning 
Stravinsky mare. She was seen to be intermittently 
lame with the general consensus that she had a 
bruised foot or a brewing abscess. However we 
decided to be cautious and x rays were taken. 
These revealed that an approximately inch square 
piece of pedal bone had become detached! 
She is now on box rest with a bar shoe fitted 
to immobilise the pedal bone within the hoof 
capsule. We will re x ray after four weeks to see if 
any progress has been made. We will not know if 
this injury is career threatening for some time yet 
as even if the fracture heals she may suffer with a 
degree of arthritis.

Despite dealing with the disappointments along 
the way we have to keep looking forward and 
planning for the future. Although most of our 
mares are not due to foal for some considerable 
time we are now in the process of choosing 
a stallion for them to visit in 2018. This can be 
quite a lengthy process as we have to take into 
account so many factors. Obviously the pedigree 
of each mare is well known to us so, to breed 
with the right stallion we have to ensure that their 
pedigree will enhance our mares progeny. There 
are many good stallions to choose from and 
although we are predominantly National Hunt we 
do have two flat bred mares who were winning 
hurdlers but could produce offspring to run on 
the flat or over jumps. Earlier this year one of 

them went to Lanwades Sir Percy who is a flat sire 
but now has many runners coming through over 
hurdles/fences such as the 6 year old P G Kelly 
trained Presenting Percy. He won the Pertemps 
hurdle at Cheltenham earlier this year by 3 3/4l 
and so is certainly one to try and emulate. We 
have only made two definite decisions so far and 
they will both be going to visit Kayf Tara. He has 
been a prolific winning sire over the years and 
our winning in training mare Tell it to me, who 
we have high hopes for is by him. Decisions, 
decisions...

As yet we haven’t brought the weanlings in at 
night, that said it won't be long! Their boxes are 
ready, feed bins filled and hay nets full... just need 
the occupants! They will be in at the beginning of 
December I am sure as the grass in their autumn 
field is almost gone and the forecast is showing 
more rain than we have had for a while with 
lower temperatures. The cold doesn't seem to 
bother them but cold rain sees them huddled 
together looking miserable. At least with a belly 
full of hay and a night under cover, they can cope 
being out in the worst conditions during the day, 
which is a shorter period of time than being in 
for the night. Polly Peachum's colt (stable name 
Kaptain) will certainly benefit from the extra 

handling as he is becoming quite a jack the lad! 
The weanlings first few nights in can be very 
noisy as this is the first time in their short lives 
that they have been totally alone. They call to 
each other frequently to reassure themselves but 
it doesn't last long and they soon settle into the 
routine. They enjoy their food without fighting for 
it and sleep peacefully in a dry bed, everything 
any young animal needs to grow. In our 
youngsters barn the stables have grids between 
them so the foals can still interact and not feel 
isolated. Here's hoping for a settled transition...

The in foal mares won't come in at night for some 
time yet, however the barren ones will be in 
under lights from January 1st. This is to try and kid 
them that the nights are getting shorter and the 
days longer so it's ok to come into season early 
and visit your intended any time on or after 14th 
February. Not sure who came up with this date 
as the first day of the covering season but it does 
appear rather appropriate being Valentine's Day! 
The mares have now got winter rugs on and a 
little extra feed is being given, all totally unaware 
of the plans and dreams being made for their 
future offspring.

JLB

UPTON  
VIVA STUD
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Harry Hunt is in his final season. His career 
has encompassed four wins hurdling, two 
chasing, and one apiece on the allweather 
and turf. He is nothing if not versatile. 

He has notched up nine places over obstacles 
and three on the flat so has been the most 
wonderful servant to initially Arion Racing and 
then the reconfigured/renamed syndicate ‘The 
Reserved Judgement Partnership’.

Sadly his triumph on Saturday 4 November at 
Ayr was not witnessed by any of the syndicate. 
One member was in the US, two were in 
London but trainer Graeme McPherson made 
the long trip north.

Lass Steph Cameron and jockey Kielan Woods 
completed the trio to visit the Scottish course. 
And they were not disappointed. Harry had his 
‘can do‘ head on and Kielan gave him a peach of 
a ride. Savvy to Harry’s ways, Kielan cajoled him 
all the way round.

Standing in William Hill’s emporium in King 
Street, Hammersmith I was yelling instructions at 
the screen. ‘Kick on Kielan, come on Harry’ much 
to the bemusement of fellow punters.

As Harry quickened towards the line I leapt 
up and punched the air. With a huge shriek of 
COME ON I did notice various people vacate the 
premises! Did I care? Not a bit. Our wonderful lad 
showed he has still got it. Good boy!

Do we retire him or is there one more race in 
there? 

Added note: He ran on November 28th at 
Sedgefield again ridden by Kielan and came a 
creditable 4th.

As you can see from the photos his stable lass 
Steph loves him x 

Charlotte Bird

RACEHORSE 
OWNERSHIP It may be a slightly less competitive field 

of runners (277) compared to recent 
years but that won’t make winning this 
competition any easier.   

With the field coming under orders for the 
Grade 1 ‘All-Comers Welcome’ Champion 
Tipster ‘Chase at 12:40pm on Friday 11th 
November there have been plenty of front 
runners making the pace in what will be a long 
run to the finishing line on Saturday 28th April 
2018.

The leader board, as at the end of November, 
features several well-known of ‘faces’ and 
our congratulations go to Ian Atkinson & Phil 
Whitehouse who will each receive £10.  

Please note: ALL prizes will be confirmed and 
paid out after the end of the competition.

Pos. Name Nov. total Total
1 = IAN ATKINSON B 65 65
1 = PHIL WHITEHOUSE A 65 65
3 = JOHN RENDELL B 60 60

3 = JAN  WOOTTON C 60 60
5 PENNY STURGIS D 55 55
6 = NEIL JAKES E 50 50
6 = TERRY POULSON A 50 50
8 =  STEVE  HEARLE H 45 45
8 = STEVE  HEARLE J 45 45
8 = PAUL JONES D 45 45
8 = STEVE  PAYNE B 45 45
8 = STEVE  PAYNE H 45 45
8 = JEAN PITTOCK A 45 45
8 = JEAN PITTOCK C 45 45
8 = PENNY STURGIS A 45 45
8 = STEVE  TAYLOR D 45 45
8 = PAUL WALKER B 45 45
Please don’t forget that you can track the status 
of your entries on-line by accessing www.
ctcrc.co.uk, selecting ‘MENU’ and then ‘Tipsters 
Competition’.

If you have any questions about your entry, or 
its status, please contact Tony Coleman either 
on 07795 146242 or by e-mail at tonyandles@
aol.com.

TIPSTER COMPETITION UPDATE

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 25th April 2017 – 28th April 
2018 (Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including 5th 
December 2017)

1st  Richard Patrick  104 pts
2nd  Mitchell Bastyan  101 pts
3rd  James Bowen  99 pts
4th  Ciaran Gethings  91 pts
5th  Charlie Hammond  82 pts
6th  Harry Stock   78 pts
7th  Charlie Deutsch  76 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996.  
This award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD
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