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The last day of 2017 saw me at Warwick 
Races to see Dontminddboys aka Caspar 
run. All week it was intimated that he was 
not going to run as the ground wouldn’t 
suit but he took his chance, was ridden by 
Adrian Heskin and came a creditable 3rd 
even though he had gone off favourite 
for unknown reasons. He was beaten by 
Jeremy Scott’s Native Robin ridden by Nick 
Scholfield. The big grey is such a gorgeous 
looking horse who normally jumps like a 
stag but the ground got him slightly stuck 
in the mud. No matter he came home safe 
and sound with quite a flourish.

New Years Day saw me at Cheltenham with Ami 
Desbois who was up against Yanworth. He loves 
the soft/heavy ground so should have been 
in his element but Paddy Brennan had to pull 
him up. Another that I am glad to say is home 
safe and sound even if it was not the result we 
wanted.

I wished my 4 ex racers a Happy Birthday on 
January 1st as like The Queen racehorses all have 
2 birthdays. Their official one is on January 1st 
and then their actual birth days. They like the 
extra carrots and apples they get given as a treat 
on that day.

I hope you have all remembered to renew your 
membership. If any of you fancy joining the 
committee please do let me know. The AGM is 
coming up in February so notice is given and if 
anyone has anything they wish brought up do 
email me.

Sarah x 
ctcrcchairman@gmail.com
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My wife and I and friends always go to the 
3 day meeting at Cheltenham in November. 
This year we did not have a runner but the 
meeting as always was very enjoyable. I have 
fond memories of Alferof coming up the 
hill to win the Paddy Power Gold Cup. That 
was a great performance and while writing 
this article I have looked out of the kitchen 
window to see “Alfie” in the field which he is 
sharing with “Nipper” (Neptune Collonges). 
I am reminded that we must not let “Nipper” 
get too fat as he has to parade at the Grand 
National and take his annual visit to meet the 
children at Alder Hey Children’s hospital.

More information was received on the 
performance of Brio Conte at Carlisle when as a 
strong favourite he only just held on to have his 
first victory over fences. We have been told that 
he has a tear in a tendon and will now be off 
for a year. We have had some nice brood mares 
over the years but we have always sold the foals 
except one. “Just Rocky” is by Yates out of our 

Bumper winning mare High Benefit. I have kept a 
share in the horse and the remaining shares have 
been purchased by 3 young men who were keen 
to get into racing and the Syndicate has been 
called Halmuritt racing. Standing 16. 0 hands he is 
now in training with Dan Skelton. He has a great 
temperament and is doing everything asked of 
him. He should be ready for his first run by March. 
My 4yo The Dellercheckout who I purchased at the 
Cheltenham sale at the Festival ran again at Bangor 
and was a creditable 2nd to a Donald McCain 
horse. He will probable have another two races this 
season before we put him away for the Summer. 
With a young horse I would be quite happy if he 
did not win and retain his Novice status for next 
season. I think it is important to let them grow up 
and mature. You will then see a much stronger 
horse when he comes out the following season.

It was with mixed expectations that we went to 
Doncaster on December 1st to see Gibbs Bay in his 
first Novice Chase. We felt we needed the “Gods” 
to be with us as he gave the impression in training 

that he was not 
a natural jumper. 
He did make a 
mistake at the 
first fence and 
the jockey did 
well to stay on 
him. Everybody 
who saw him 
jump the 2nd 
fence all agreed 
that he jumped 
it well but on 
landing parted 
company with 
his jockey. My 
colleagues in the 
GiGi Syndicate 
were all of the 

JOHN HALES
COLUMN

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

Al Ferof

opinion that he jumped the rest of the fences very 
well but it does help if the jockey is still on top!!! I 
will keep you well informed on his progress as he 
will be entered in another race very soon.

The day finally arrived for me when the sport 
makes it so enjoyable to be an owner. Tingle 
Creek day was always enjoyable although a race 
I had never won. Azertyuiop came 2nd twice to 
that great Irish horse “Moscow Flyer”. In the build 
up to the Tingle Creek the media always show 
those great races featuring “The Flyer, Azza and 
Well Chief. When you believe you have a potential 
Grade 1 horse and you run him in a race where 
the favourite is already a proven Grade 1 winner I 
get very tense and nervous and wonder why I ever 
got into racing. It does not help my nerves when 
you see the pace they race at in a 2mile Grade 1 
Race. I knew all about Fox Norton and his record 
was very impressive. He had mixed it with the best 
but I hoped we had a good chance if “Pierre” had 
improved again from his good run in the Haldon 
Gold Cup. I stayed in the parade ring to watch the 
race on the big screen. I was totally overjoyed with 
Politologue,s performance. His jumping was quick 
and accurate which I call “coat of Paint”jumping. 
I suppose this is a showjumping expression but 
you do not see any daylight between him and 
the fence. He is now beginning to excel over the 
2 mile trip. So now we prepare him for the Queen 
Mother champion chase after the Desert Orchid 
at Kempton and the Game Spirit at Newbury. I am 
sorry Douvan is not going to make the Champion 
Chase but Altior is something else and we are 
going to have to improve again if we are going 
to give him a good race. People ask me what is 
it like on the day when you win a Grade1 race. 
As I have said prior to the race you are a nervous 
wreck. When you win and your horse is safe and 
well you have a feeling of euphoria. But the best 
moment of all is when you get home to watch the 
recording, sitting in your armchair with 2 bottles of 
wine and you watch your win again and again in 
the knowledge that your horse is safe and you win 
every time you watch it.

It was onto Ludlow to see the debut of Maire 
Banrigh in the 2.5 mile novice hurdle. She was 
backed down to favourite and that was where the 
good news ended. She ran with the choke out 
and Harry Skelton seeing she had no chance of 

winning took the foot of the pedal so she would 
have an early opportunity to show what she is 
capable of by racing again but this time over 2 
miles within 3 weeks. I have seen this horse in 
training and she is very impressive. So we are 
going to put a line through that performance and 
hope she shows her true ability next time out.

Ibis Du Rheu has now gone back into training with 
Paul Nicholls following a hairline fracture to his 
Pelvis at the end of last season. He is looking very 
well and should be ready to run in February. 

The media seemed to be involved with 
speculation on the plans for Politologue in the 
build up for The Festival. Let me please clarify the 
actual situation which is not as predicted by Mr 
Chapman of ITV. After winning the Tingle Creek 
Paul Nicholls did suggest to me that we should 
go for the Clarence House race at Ascot then onto 
the Champion Chase at the Festival. Paul Nicholls 
knows that I like to see my horses run and when 
we checked the dates it appeared the Clarence 
House Race was when I would be in Barbados 
enjoying my annual holiday. I asked Paul what 
alternatives did we have and he suggested that 
we took in the Desert Orchid Grade 2 Race at 
Kempton and then give “Pierre” a good break 
before the prep race before the Festival which 
would be the Game Spirit at Newbury.

I am delighted that we have taken this route and 
on the 27th December we went to Kempton for 
the Desert Orchid. Another impressive win albeit in 
a small field with the 2nd favourite falling. “Pierre” 
continues his improvement and now will start 
to enjoy a good rest. It is onwards and upwards 
and hope he makes it to the Festival where I am 
hopeful he will produce a good performance. 

The Dellercheckout is due to run at Ludlow on Jan 
3rd (NB The Dellercheckout came 5th) and the day 
after my wife and I are off to Barbados for 3 weeks 
in the sun. The villa we rent has already got At The 
Races and Racing UK so we will not be missing 
anything.

I hope you all have had a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 

John Hales
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CHARLIE & LUCY 
HAMMOND

Q How and where did you first become 
interested in horses
C: We had ponies ever since we were children 
and I’ve been riding for as long as I can 
remember and then the interest has just grown 
since then

L: Our parents always had horses so we have 
been brought up around them since we were 
very little. I had Charlie’s ‘hand me down’ ponies; 
we were very lucky to have a pony each from 
the age of around 2 & 4 (Cindy and Buster)

Q What inspired you to take up 
competitive race riding
C: The love for speed. Ever since I was a child I 
was mad for speed including in show jumping, 
going as fast as you can round a course of 
jumps, what could be better! Then it progressed 
at the age of 9 I started pony racing, a little mare 
not bred for anything like it, but she was a great 
starting point and the interest grew from there.

L: As a child I was more interested in eventing 
and show jumping; I had one pony race ride 
aged 9 and loved it but it ‘blew my ponies 
brains’ (it wound her up too much to show 
jump) so I didn’t race her again. Charlie then 
broke his collar bone in a rotational fall so I raced 
his pony twice whilst he was recovering – I 
finished 2nd on both rides I loved it! I then had a 
‘school master’ pony who was 17 she taught me 
so much before progressing onto Regimental 
Bay who I won four on and the West Midlands 
Area title. By this time, I was adamant that racing 
was the primary route I wanted to go down with 
the SJ and eventing on the side lines. 

Q Most memorable ride to date, good  
or bad
C: Winning the listed race on Hassle at Market 
Rasen, I wasn’t really expecting him to win, as 
Sam TD was on another one for the boss in the 
race and his was a shorter price, but the race 
went to plan and it all worked out for me

L: This is a difficult one! My first ride on each 
new horse- a sense of achievement with a new 
partnership, but the one which probably tops it 
is winning 2/2 hunt scurries on Murphy (Milled) 
– the second at Cold Harbour p2p, having been 
denied my p2p license due to my eye sight it 
was lovely to feel a sense of achievement rather 
than a sense of failure.

Q If you could ride any horse which one 
would it be
C: Would have to be Boondooma, oozed class 
at home and at the races, jumped for fun and 
travelled extremely well throughout the races, 
he loved all his work and just wanted to please 
everyone that dealt with him.

L: From Dad’s stables aside from my precious 
Murphy it would be Charlie Mon, I’ve always 
been the bridesmaid where he’s concerned 
- usually the ‘leader upper’, he’s such a good 
jumper. From Dr Newlands it would quite 
possibly have to be Theo for very similar reasons 
although he has a bit more class.

Q A horse to follow for the current  
NH season
C: Might Bite, classy customer, does have his 
quirks as seen at Cheltenham but he has a lot of 
ability.

L:Politologue, Paul Nicholls. Won the Haldon 
Gold Cup and the Desert Orchid Chase he could 
run a good race in the Queen Mother Champion 
Chase. 

Audacious Plan would also be interesting to 
follow after his successes so far this season. 

Q Who do you turn to for advice
C: Dad, he’d always be my first port of call, I 
ring him after every ride and always talk to him 
about racing and how to do things and what 
he thought about the race, if there’s anything 
he’d have done different, he’s watched plenty of 
races to know enough about it.

L: There’s a few. Often Charlie as he’s been there 
and done it; he’s taken the same route as I’m 
currently taking and he knows how Mum and 
Dad think. Or Dad because he’s been in racing 
for plenty of years, he trains the horses so he 
knows them best, Dad has also ridden around 
lots of p2p tracks so can give me tips! My bosses 
Mark Loughnane and Dr Newland. Finally, 
Crosse. David Crosse is my jockey coach, I see 
him on a monthly basis and phone him before / 

after every ride.

Q Favourite Racecourse
C: Newton Abbot, used to hate the course, 
but I had a great season there this time, I had a 
double there and rode another winner a week 
after as well. I’m 3 from 3 over fences I believe 
and that’s a strike rate I hope to keep up!

L: Cheltenham - although I have only ridden in 
Pony Races there, it is such an impressive course 
with top class facilities. The atmosphere on the 
big days is incredible even for spectators. 

Point to Point: Revesby Park, reopened in 2017 
the organisers were incredibly helpful, the 
course was in a picturesque setting and was in 
very good condition. This was the first course I 
had a placing at finishing third on Milled.

Q Most difficult Racecourse to ride
C: I wouldn’t say any are particularly difficult, 
they’re just as difficult as you make it. Keep it 
simple and any course is simple enough to ride, 
they are what you make of them.

L: Andoversford point to point would be the 

Charlie on Dr Newlands gallop Lucy Hammond
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most difficult course I’ve ridden at so far, there’s 
several fences downhill which are a fair bit 
bigger than the ones up hill, it’s undulating and 
people regularly go wrong because the markers 
aren’t clearly set out.

Q Best horse you have ridden and why
C: It would have to be Theo, came to Dr 
Newland off a mark of 103, he’s run off 134 
since, vastly improved for coming to us and he 
absolutely bolted up when I rode him around 
Newton Abbot. I think there’s still room for 
improvement this season, he’s still a bit novicey 
over fences and once he’s corrected those he 
could pick up a nice race.

L: He’s now retired but… Royale Knight, finished 
6th in the 2015 Grand National, won two 
Durham Nationals and has many other successes 
to his name being the Dr’s most winning horse. 
He had the heart of a lion and was a pleasure to 
ride. 

Q Who do you admire in racing
C: AP McCoy, anyone would say, what he’s 
achieved is unbelievable. Jockeys riding, I’d have 
to say Sam TD, he’s helpful when he’s at the 
bosses and he’ll always give me advice if I ask. 

L: Aidan Coleman and Sammy T, they are both 
extremely successful, they work incredibly hard 
and are very level headed/ professional; they’re 
always willing to help and are very good with 
the public. In terms of female rider’s I don’t think 
there’s many better than Nina Carberry. 

Q Favourite TV racing presenter/
summariser
C: Luke Harvey, he’s mad as a hatter but a lovely 
bloke who loves a good laugh and he makes it 
very entertaining!

L: Luke Harvey, he is able to have a laugh on 
TV (but doesn’t make as much of a fool out of 
himself like some of the others do), he also has a 
fountain of knowledge and supports the grass 
root levels (point to point).

Q What is a typical day for you
C: I normally leave for work about 6:20, get to 
work for 7, finish at Dr Newlands at 10, and then 
go and ride out elsewhere meaning I tend to 
finish riding out around 2pm. If I’m not riding I’ll 
come home and then help with evening stables. 
I tend to chill out in the evenings.

L: When I am at college I get up at 6:30 am, 
muck out Murphy, have breakfast and leave for 
college at 7:30-7:45, I have lectures from 9:30- 
4:00 and return home approximately 5:30-6:30 
dependent on the traffic, once I’m home I do a 
series of exercises which includes the exercise 
bike, rower, core strength exercises and the 
equisisor, I then have dinner and go to bed 
around 10/10:30.

If I am not at college I get up at the same 
time and do Murphy before heading to either 
Newlands of Loughnanes, I am usually finished 
at the latest 10:00 for Newlands and 12:30 for 
Loughnanes, I then go home and ride Murphy 
before heading off to either see my personal 
trainer or ride out elsewhere again in the 
afternoon. I try to do my exercises everyday as 
well as doing the occasional shift in the local 
pub, teaching at pony club and completing my 
coursework. 

Q What are your hobbies
C: Outside of racing I wouldn’t have many 
hobbies, to chill out I play a tiny bit of 
playstation, however I’m more than happy to 
watch tv series and films, its good to relax as 
racing can be stressful at times

L: Outside of riding I don’t particularly have any 
hobbies, I’ve competed in several other equine 
disciplines (Show Jumping, eventing etc) and I 
used to play the Clarinet and Saxophone when I 
was in school. At the moment if I have any spare 
time then I try to improve myself in any way 
possible for the racing. 

Q Favourite holiday location
C: I love skiing or anywhere hot! I wouldn’t 
mind so long as it was one or the other, I really 
enjoyed the holiday to Turkey I had, it’s not an 
expensive place but was very hot!

L: Tanzania, aged 15 I completed a 26-day 
expedition where we did a hike, community 
project and a safari, this was an amazing 
experience. I also enjoy skiing and water sports 
so I’m happy pretty much anywhere!

Q Pet hate(s)
C: Being late, I hate it, stresses me out so much 
as well and then I start flapping.

L: People who don’t take pride in what they do. 
I take great pride in the appearance of myself, 
my horse, the yard and my tack so it frustrates 
me when others don’t care - at the end of the 
day owners pay the trainers and the trainers pay 
the staff for a service so it should be done to the 
best of their ability. 

Q Food heaven and food hell
C: Sticky Toffee pudding! I have a really sweet 
tooth so its heaven! Anything cheesy really, I 

used to love it and now I hate it!

L: Steak and chips would be my food heaven, in 
terms of food hell it would have to be sprouts 
or spicey food- I can only eat Tikka Masala when 
we go for a curry!!

Q Fast forward 10 years – what would you 
ideally like to be doing
C: I’d love to still be riding, its fairly realistic age 
wise, but if I ride out my claim, I’d have to still 
be riding regularly to warrant riding, if not I 
wouldn’t mind training.

L: I have been offered a place at University so I 
would like to complete a degree and apply for 
the Godolphin Flying Start which would take 
me to five years’ time, after this, I would like to 
be working within the industry either in the 
breeding, bloodstock or coaching section - for 
example, assessing the students at the British 
Racing School. I enjoy my riding and intend to 
continue it as a hobby but I don’t feel I would be 
successful enough to make a career out of it.

Lucy is leading up Charlie who is riding Charlie Mon.  Both in silks at the races.
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RACE AGAINST 
TIME A SHORT STORY

The sea was unusually calm and the 
ferry was making good headway. I 
dozed for a while but awoke suddenly. 
Someone had entered my cabin. My 
unwelcome companion was creeping 
stealthily across the floor, and I 
wondered if this was the danger I’d 
been warned about. “They might try 
to stop you from landing” Michael 
had said. “The stuff they pumped 
into Matthew last week is still being 
analysed”. I tried to breathe steadily, 
concentrating on the intruder. In 
the thin trickle of dawn light coming 
through the porthole I glimpsed the 
syringe. He lunged at my neck, but I 
was too quick – self preservation had 
been paramount at the Gathabawn 
training camp. I kicked out hard, and 
again – harder this time. The syringe fell 
from his fingers and as he fumbled to 
pick it up I made contact with his hand. 
Feet were now pounding the corridor 
outside. Men shouted, a light switch 
clicked and I could see my assailant now 
lying supine on the floor. I needed a 
drink. Paul brought me one. I wished for 
whiskey, and was disappointed to find 
it was pure water. Paul knew all too well 
I needed a clear head for what was to 
come.

Two plain clothes police officers boarded 
the ferry just minutes after docking, and 

whilst handlers with fierce looking Alsations 
patrolled the quay “he” was led away. There 
were the inevitable questions of course, but 
I couldn’t tell them anything. They insisted 
I saw the medics, during which time I tried 
to play it cool, but adrenalin pulsed through 
my veins as the realisation dawned that I had 
narrowly escaped death and worse - failure 
of this special mission.

At last my inquisitors left and Paul and I 
disembarked in the vehicle we had travelled 
in from Ireland. Paul knew the route well and 
we were soon eating up the miles. Trees, 
hedges and towns merged into a hazy mist. 
We were heading for the safe house where 
we were to lie low until the following day. 
The journey seemed interminable, and I was 
desperate to stretch my legs, but I knew Paul 
would never disobey orders, not even for me. 

At last we turned off the road and bumped 
our way carefully along a narrow farm track. 
As we rounded a sharp bend I could see 
the house ahead of us, its honey coloured 
Cotswold stone walls and tiled roof basking 
in the late afternoon sun. Our meal was a 
plain one and we turned in early. I needed 
to get tomorrow’s plan crystal clear. This 
was the culmination of a year’s planning. No 
margin for error - no second chance. I had 
to succeed – the reputation of our country 
depended on how I handled things from 
now on.

This time the night passed uneventfully, and 
as I lay watching the first shafts of daylight 
flood in I could hear Paul’s quiet voice softly 
singing the lilting refrain of his favourite song. 
I hoped he would still be singing later.

At 10.00 a.m. the Mercedes was brought 
round to the front of the house and we 
climbed aboard. The hairs on my neck 
prickled and my body trembled with 
excitement as Paul slid in behind the wheel. 
Rumbling down the track I watched the 
cows grazing and wondered how they 
could pass every day so idly. Not for them 
the fear, apprehension and excitement that 
I was experiencing. As we approached our 
destination thousands of people thronged 
the pavements, spilling into the road, slowing 
us down. I could hear the good natured 
crowd shouting and singing, and wondered 
how many would still be in fine spirits at the 
end of the day – indeed if things went wrong 
how many would even make it home? 

Ahead a fair haired young policeman waved 
us across the oncoming traffic and through 
an imposing gateway. Security officers were 
everywhere and I spotted one of the special 
branch men who had boarded the ferry 
at Fishguard, speaking animatedly into his 
mobile ‘phone. He gave us a cursory glance 
as we drove slowly past, and I wondered 
if he had recognised me. As we alighted 
Michael appeared and started muttering in 
a low voice to Paul, whose face remained 

expressionless. “This is it” I heard Michael 
finally say as we walked on past more 
security guards and into the relative safety of 
a large yard.

Out in the brilliant sunshine, the mass 
of colour momentarily blinded me, as a 
heaving mass of 60,000 people jostled for 
a vantage point. The distinct smell of sweat 
and fear filled the air as we walked around 
the narrow tarmac path, whilst all around 
groups of people chatted nervously to each 
other. I could see my adversaries now – they 
appeared as keen as I was to get this over. 
From the far side of a lawned area a bell 
was rung and I could sense the excitement 
of those all around me. I suddenly spotted 
Charlie, now sporting his distinctive green 
and red silk shirt, looking unusually grave as 
he pushed his way towards us. I prayed this 
day would not be my last.

Nearby I could see horses circling slowly 
whilst a man’s voice erupted from a nearby 
loudspeaker advising the crowd that it was 
good going and that the horses for the first 
race of the day were about to be called in. As 
the starter, with his tightly rolled yellow flag, 
climbed to his platform I could see some 
jockeys ruffling the manes of their mounts 
whilst others stared fixedly ahead. Suddenly 
the drone from the crowd erupted into an 
unsettling mighty cheer, and as the tape 
went up 20 horses with their brightly clad 
jockeys aboard surged forward. This was 
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CHELTENHAM 
NEW YEARS DAY

Cheltenham are always very kind to the 
members of CTCRC on New Years Day as 
they let us have the use of The Lounge Box 
on the 5th floor. Unfortunately this year I 
didn’t make it up there but I am sure many 
members did so we decided that the staff 
in attendance needed to be shown some 
appreciation which Sadie Densham did at 
the end of racing on the clubs behalf.

The official figures for the days’ attendance were 
down on the year before but I did not really 
notice any difference. There were still the usual 
groups making the most of the day out and lots 
of children running around which was optimistic 
for the sport. It may have been the fact that the 
next day was a work day for many because I do 
not put it down to the weather as us NH lot are a 
hardy bunch.

It was a good days racing with Neil Mulholland 
winning the first with Tikkanbar by making all 
under Noel Fehily, Neil was doubly pleased 
with the victory as Tikkanbar is the only horse 
owned by his father Brian. Local trainer Nigel 
Twiston-Davies had a double with Ballyhill and 
Wholestone which also gave Daryl Jacobs his 
double when partnering Nicky Hendersons 
Vyta Du Roc, the nine-year-old grey, sporting 
cheek-pieces for the first time, raced sweetly 
throughout and his jumping was good . 
Yanworth did the business although credit 
seems to be directed at Yogi Briesner for getting 
his jumping sorted. Boyhood managed to hang 
on to win for Tom George and Paddy Brennan. 
George said: "I had a doubt about Boyhood 
liking the ground. He has been a babyish horse 
and hangs a bit. He was left and then right, 
and was on and off the bridle, but he is a very 

relaxed horse which probably helped today’. My 
favourite of the day though was Acey Milan for 
Anthony Honeyball making all under a perfect 
ride from Aiden Coleman to win the bumper 
under a glorious fading sun let’s hope he makes 
it back for the Champion Bumper in March. 

I saw Tom Bellamy hobbling around by the 
parade ring early in the day and when I 
later heard that he had been stood down I 
presumed that it was due to injury... not failing 
a breathalyser... he obviously had too good a 
New Years Eve. Still he will have learnt his lesson 
and will be mindful of his intake in future. Happy 
New Year everyone x

Sarah

A great start to the New Year. Great racing and 
good company. Around 40 members enjoyed 
the facilities of the club box on New Year's Day; 
shelter from the early rain, complementary 
coffee and a chance to sit down. A pair of 
binoculars was left on the table near the door! 
Please contact David Bishop on 01451 821216

Alan King and Yanworth

my cue. I now had less than 4 minutes to 
complete my mission. The lives of so many 
depended upon my success. There was no 
margin for error.

Out on the track I could see one jockey 
shortening his reins as he encouraged 
his horse towards the rail. As the horses 
approached the first hurdle the sound of 
their thundering hooves was deafening 
whilst jockeys’ shouts of “give me room” 
could clearly be heard. Then came the loud 
swish of the birch and the sound of hard raps 
as hooves hit the hurdle, but then all were 
safely over and travelling at 30mph towards 
the next obstacle. Hooves only touched the 
ground for fractions of seconds as horses 
galloped relentlessly on. At the second I saw 
the horse in front rise and then it seemed 
to be only moments before it approached 
the bend. Being on the rail was definitely an 
advantage. More angry shouting as jockeys 
competed for better positions. The next 
three hurdles were in the back straight and 
again the horse in front was urged to quicken 
his stride. Whilst the first six sailed over and 
galloped relentlessly on to the next fence, 
some behind did not fare so well. I heard a 
loud crack as one horse crashed through the 
hurdle, and the jockey’s oath as he tumbled 
to the ground. I glanced towards the stands 
but it was a blur of colour and I could no 
longer identify Michael’s position in the 
crowd. 

I re-focused on the race. There was little in 
it as the nineteen that remained reached 
the top of the hill and started the descent to 
the third last. Three more to jump and then 
that killer of a hill to conquer. The horse on 
the rails was still there but now another had 

appeared upsides and the two approached 
the next together. No shouting now. No 
noise. Just the fearful pounding of my heart 
as I seek to fill my lungs with the air I so 
desperately need for this task. All over safely. 
Two more hurdles and the seemingly endless 
run to the finish in front of the stands. Horses 
and jockeys as one. Whips in full use now. 
The “swooshing” sounds clearly heard as they 
make contact, and to escape that painful 
sensation tired legs are forced to respond. 
This is the moment. It is now or never. To 
avoid the stinging pain I make one final 
lunge. A crescendo of noise erupts and I can 
see what appears to be a blanket made up 
of the white, orange and green flags of my 
homeland. Ecstasy. It has taken just 3 minutes 
51 seconds for my country’s honour to have 
been upheld. I have beaten the English. 
“Impressive” and “conclusive” I hear voices 
around me shout. I can see Michael and Paul 
running towards me while Charlie stands 
in his stirrups and salutes the crowd. I have 
succeeded. I am the Supreme Novice Hurdler 
and I have won the first race of the first day 
of the Cheltenham Festival. 

by Sadie Densham
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looking one of the paddock picks for the Champion 
Bumper at Cheltenham and running a stormer to 
finish third to Fayonagh. They way he kept on there 
only confirmed the visual impression that he will 
want at least 2m4f this year, and he again gave that 
impression when fifth to Lalor at Aintree on his final 
start. 

If he doesn’t end up at the top of the novice 
hurdling tree by the end of the season I’ll be very 
disappointed!”

My worry with putting him up as an ante-post 
bet before now was the possibility that he’d be 
raised in trip (having won a point) and the Neptune 
might be the target, but with Nicky having On 
The Blindside for that, it now looks very likely that 
Claimantakinforgan will be aimed here. 2-2 this year, 
showing a lovely turn of foot at Ascot last time, the 
write-up says it all. A horse I like a lot, and wait until 
he sees a fence - then he’ll be some horse. 

We’ll have 1pt win at the general 8-1. 

With Faugheen looking unlikely to take his place 
in the Champion Hurdle after running well below 
form over Christmas, it does look a penalty kick 
for Buveur D’Air now. But we’ve still got that eight 
weeks, and he’s got to get there in one piece. Can 
we take advantage of the bookmakers NRNB with 
something here? 

Well, the two that make the most appeal are 
Melon and My Tent Or Yours, after their respective 

runs in the International Hurdle. MTOY 
took advantage of the weight he was 
getting from The New One and Melon 
to score there, but even at level weights 
he’s proven under Festival conditions 
and that victory might just have done 
his confidence the world of good. He’s 
cast-iron to run his race at Cheltenham, 
where he’s hit the frame every time he’s 
run at the Festival and that International 
win suggests that, even at the age of 11, 
he lost little of his speed. Can he win? 
Unlikely, but we’re not necessarily looking 
for winners for this bet - we want horses 
we can be pretty sure will line up and hit 
the board at prices. 

Melon was all the rage for that 
International but it was my belief before 

the race he was a terrible price to win the race 
itself. After all, the official ratings, and everything I 
had seen with my own fair eyes, told us Melon had 
plenty to find here and quotes of 7-4 for him to beat 
a battle hardened The New One, who had basically 
farmed this race every time he turned up in it, and 
even MTOY, so often placed at the top table without 
ever being the head of it, were simply wrong. 

However, in finishing third, Melon, carrying the 
same weight as The New One, had probably taken 
a step forward form-wise. In fact, he’s travelled like 
the best horse for much of this contest and only 
given best in the last 100 yards. He might not have 
been racing on the best part of the track either, 
but that’s a moot point. Regardless, this was a very 
good effort, especially as he was a bit keen, and it 
was encouraging to hear connections say he would 
come on for this too. Spring ground may suit him a 
little better and with all that, it’s a surprise that forms 
were quick to push him out. I think he’s a chance 
of doing better again, and is the only other of the 
double-figure contenders to make any appeal.

We’ll try a 1/2pt e/w on both at 7-1 (Melon) and 
14-1 (MTOY) NRNB with Bet365 respectively. 

Prices correct as at 3.1.2018

Back next month with the final part of the portfolio 
before the Festival itself!   

Since we last spoke, a lot has happened. Not 
least, we’re all a bit fatter from too much 
chocolate and Pringles at Christmas (well I 
am, anyway) and the whole of the ante-post 
Festival markets have been thrown into 
turmoil after well-fancied horse after well-
fancied horse managed to get themselves 
turned over at Leopardstown and Kempton. 

I’ll not go into great depth as to the why’s and 
wherefores of them getting beaten happened, as 
that’s been done to death by now, but I will have a 
look at where it leaves us with our ante-post picks to 
date, and whether we can now add to that, with just 
eight weeks until the Festival. 

One thing that has now come into play is the 
opportunity to bet non-runner no bet, with Bet365, 
Paddy Power and Betfair Sportsbook all making 
that concession. Of course, they have shortened 
the odds (we can’t have everything) on many of the 
main protagonists but still, it’s a concession we may 
be able to use. 

First, let’s have a look at what we’ve got so far. I’m 
very happy with our Blaklion Gold Cup bet, with the 
yard’s Bristol De Mai failing to fire in the King George. 
The ground isn't going to be any softer than that 
for BDM come March and to my eyes, Blakion holds 
just as good a chance now, if not better, than his 
supposed better fancied stablemate. 

With Fox Norton blowing out in the King George 
too, surely connections will now realise that 2m on 
good ground on a left-handed track is just what he 
wants. There’s still talk of the Ryanair but with Min 
performing well below the required standard over 
Christmas and still no sign of the Pimpernel-like 
Altior at present, the Champion Chase is looking 
there for the taking. How Politologue can be 4-1 and 
Fox Norton twice that is beyond me. 

To the portfolio we will add a couple. The first, now 
it looks like the Supreme is the target, is the novice 
Claimantakinforgan. Those who read the Betting 
Insiders magazine I write for each month (and if you 
don’t, why not?) will know that, at the beginning of 
the year, he was in my Five To Follow. Here’s what I 
wrote at the time - 

“Of all the bumper runners I saw last year, I think 
Claimantakinforgan would be the one I’d take 
forward for novice hurdles this season. And fences 
beyond that, too. 

It’s interesting to note that after his Haydock debut 
win, where he outstayed the useful Global Stage, 
that Nicky Henderson stated that he would be 
going over hurdles. Yet he never saw a hurdle at all 
last season, and it does appear they have kept him 
back with the big novice hurdles in the Spring in 
mind. 

With the exception of a poor effort at Ascot (where 
they probably didn’t go quick enough for him) he 
ran well all last season, finishing second to Black 
Op at Doncaster (giving the winner 7lb) and then 

DAVID MASSEY
COLUMN

Melon and David Mullins
The New One and  
Sam Twiston-Davies

My Tent Or Yours and Nicky Henderson 



16 17

cheese wedges and a plain hedge grown from 
what looked like a large rhododendron bush. I 
marvelled at the lovely going, the grass springy 
underfoot and also the size of the fences up close, 
especially their width. I took a video of them sailing 
over another hedge further back on the circuit on 
Richie’s mobile. 

I really enjoyed taking the pair, because it was a 
break from the usual routine and I was still back for 
third lot.

In the early hours of 11th, approximately six inches 
of snow fell. Snow only looks pretty on Christmas 
cards or is fun at school for closures mean a day off. 
But, in racing or any outdoor job it is simply hellish. 
To get to work, I trudged up the road next to the 
short gallop in a mini blizzard, but was not going 
to try to get there in my VW Polo. Snow muffled 
the world around us, the grey sky seemed to close 
in as the clouds sat fat with flakes, and every step 
turned into a slog or a perilous slip. 

We spent as much time shovelling snow and 
creating pathways as we did mucking out. Pulling 
wheelbarrows to be emptied up the steep ramp 
was at least a two person job. We had to put on all 
the horses’ third rugs as it was too cold for them to 
stand wearing only two. Killian Moore and Natalie 
Moses got stuck driving to work, so Doc went to 
rescue them in a tractor. Even Joe O’Neill from the 
office appeared in wellies and shovelled snow to 
one side. Head of maintenance Federico Bazan 
took Marius Barbu for what was supposed to be 
twenty minutes, but they disappeared for an hour 

and a half. Later, they admitted to, ironically, having 
to dig out a well snow-in snow plough from over 
at the compound!

 A Sunday morning usually takes two and a half 
hours and we were there nearly four. By the time 
we had shovelled our way through the morning 
and a bit more too, everyone was shattered, 
cold, damp and fragile, with snagging tempers... 
Young amateur jockey Henry Platt emptied 
the final wheelbarrow-load and sunk down on 
his haunches, muttering, “It’s been emotional” 
and that was no exaggeration. I did reflect with 
an inner smile that the new bobble hats were 
prolifically used.

A snowball fight cheered everyone up. Even 
though I was puzzled why Georgie Webb, on her 
day off, was not tucked up under a duvet but was 
hurling snowballs with gusto, wearing only a crop-
top, tracksuit bottoms and socks. Her ambush 
was promptly halted when Doc shoved a fistful 
of snow down the back of said tracksuit bottoms 
and the squeals were hilarious. Luckily, I had a lift 
back home in the boss’ jeep and lunch down the 
Plough Inn revitalised me. 

Yet, a couple of hours later, I had another snowy 
walk to and from evening stables, and a lot more 
shovelling too!

We had five runners up at Donny on the 15th; I 
took The Tailgater (shorted daily to Gater) on his 
own, whilst head of travelling Harrison Day drove 
up the other four runners. Once again, the traffic 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

Our employee of the month for November 
was Madalin Radu (known as Doc). Having 
been here for over three years, Doc is a big 
hero – he started working with the horses 
before switching over to maintenance and 
estate management. In all the recent frosty 
weather, Doc was getting up extra early to 
harrow the gallops, keeping them usable 
even for first lot. 

Our generous sponsors Jewson give an annual 
uniform kitty. I always do an autumn stock-take 
and new uniform is ordered. This is always met 
with great enthusiasm. This year, we had new 
Rhino under-layers, polar fleeces and, the best 
thing, black and blue bobble hats, replacing the 
old royal blue beanies. 

On 1st December was the Friday of the Ladbrokes 
meeting at Newbury. It was hard to let go of the 
Hennessy tag from the previous sponsors but 
racing moves on quickly. ‘My’ Forza Milan ran a 
brilliant race to finish second over hurdles and 
Taquin du Seuil, first time out this season, ran 
really well to be third in the Long Distance hurdle. 
Up in Doncaster, the yard sent out a double, that 
included ‘my’ Powerful Symbol (Peter) and a first 
success for Manny Owens, and Big Penny finished 
second too. It was great day with most of our 
runners doing well; plus, Jonjo O’Neill (junior) had 
his second winner back as a conditional jockey. 

On the 10th, I had a journey to Sandown with 
Terry The Fish that I never want to repeat. The M4 
was shut and thus it took me four hours. In the 
end, I simply followed the alternative route via the 
sat-nav and the minutes zipped by with agonising 
speed. My throat was dry as a desert and I felt hot 

with worry and pressure just to get there in time. I 
pulled into the racecourse lorry park only an hour 
before Terry’s race. I put him into his stable and ran 
to the weighing room with the colour bag, just as 
they were taking away the declaration sheet for his 
race. Only then could I relax a little and I changed 
and got Terry ready – plaiting understandably had 
not occurred! And bless Terry, who is a sweet-
natured horse; he got squeezed up and did not 
run to expectations. It was a disappointing day, but 
I will never forget the relief of getting there in time 
to declare Terry to run.

One early morning, I took two horses, which 
included More Of That, to go cross country 
schooling at Cheltenham Racecourse. Runners 
for those cross country races have to school over 
a few of the fences to ‘qualify’ to run. Jockeys 
Richie McLernon and Aidan Coleman came to ride 
them, and I got to tag along with the boss in the 
jeep, which was very exciting. Ben Hastie, head 
groundsman, met up with us and accompanied 
us along the way. They started by flying over the 

The yard covered in snow

Jonjo with a gatecrashing Santa
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was heavy and Harrison had to use an unusual and 
far from recommended method to get there on 
time (whilst stuck in a long queue, he resorted to 
powering up the hard shoulder, hazards flashing). 

The weather was freezing, with an icy wind but at 
least there was no rain. Harrison luckily got there 
within minutes to run the colour bag over for 
Gater’s race. He waited in the weighing room to 
grab the saddle whilst I led up Gater. The stocky 
gelding ran a brilliant race under little Jonjo to 
win by ¾ of a length. It was the first time I had 
led up the boss’ son and I felt proud that he is 
such a promising young jockey. Gater was a little 
superstar too – he dances around the paddock 
and is a little gentleman. Then Cake De L’isle 
finished second, beaten an agonising half a length 
– the first of two seconds on the day for groom 
Nicole Vaughan, for her Big Penny finished second 
in the last too. I also led up Capard King, who had 
been badly out of form for far too long but got 
stuck into the race and finished third. We did not 
have the time to plait him or Cake, but Capard King 
still looked handsome enough to win best turned 
out, which was especially jammy as I was rubbing 
bits of mud off him from the field as late on as in 
the saddling box! 

Manny Owens was trying to follow up after his win 
there at the previous meeting. Yet, it was a learning 
curve for his groom and newest recruit Jodie 

Gabriel, when he 
finished the race lame 
and was loaded into 
the horse ambulance. 
Manny had taken her 
heart and he was her 
firm favourite within 
days of her arrival – he 
has a funny white 
eye, is tiny with short 
pogo-stick legs but 
Jodie still loved him. 
Her face was pinched 
with worry and the 
news was not good 
– dislocation of a 
fore hoof and a burst 
suspensory. Yet, his 

owner Tom Barr said to save him as he would keep 
him up at home in Carlisle forever. So, Manny was 
bandaged up for travelling and instead of taking 
Gater back home, I made the four hour trip from 
Doncaster racecourse to our vets in Lambourn. 
After a series of X-rays, I eventually left at 9:00 with 
an hour’s journey still left and a feeling that leading 
up the winner had been days, not merely hours, 
ago. Sadly Manny will never race again but true to 
his word Mr Barr is having him home when he is fit 
to travel and giving him a lazy retirement. 

Christmas starts a little early for us as our staff 
party is always on the 23rd. As it fell on a Saturday 
night, there were a few people missing as they 
had gone home to celebrate Christmas with their 
families. Yet, the reduced number of us still went 
out to have fun, most bravely Leah Burnet who 
was in a cast up to her knee having fractured her 
tibia after being kicked. Jonjo and Jacqui always 
throw a great party in The Wesley wine bar in 
Winchcombe. It is a beautiful place, lit by a million 
fairy lights. This year there was a sit down meal, 
which was delicious. Yet, there was only a limited 
free bar, which wine and beer were free and spirits 
were not. This meant I could not hole up in a 
darkened corner having the odd G&T as I planned 
but got stuck into wine, forever my downfall into 
utter drunkenness. There was dancing to the live 

band and I hazily remember landing down on the 
floor very close to the pile of logs for the open 
fire, having recreated a certain dance move with 
Harrison. There was also a gate-crashing Santa 
Claus, and all us girls kicked off our high heels to 
dance. All in all it was yet another brilliant staff 
party, and I do also blame Killian’s round of tequila 
shots as much as the wine for the merriment of 
the night. 

Back at the beginning of the month, Bara Ponická 
and I did a 5km fun run called the Jingle Bell Jog 
and raised £60. It was amazing being part of 
an event where there were 700 Santas running 
together. We received Santa costumes at the 
registration and completed the run in about half 
an hour. That day, I vowed to ride out as Santa 
Claus on Christmas Day. Bara agreed and said she 
would too, but she forgot when the time came. 
But, true to my word, I pulled the massive red 
and white suit, complete with white fluffy beard 
and black belt, over my usual clothes. The Santa’s 
hat sadly could not be squeezed over my helmet 
but the rest was big enough. My two lots Big 
Penny and It’s A Gimme did not spook at me as I 
arrived to tack them up, and to be honest it made 
me, my colleagues and the boss smile so it was 
well worth it. Plus, I have never ridden out with a 
beard flapping in my face so it was totally a new 
experience! 

Two years ago, there was much publicity about 
when Paul and Claire Rooney removed their 
horses from Donald McCain’s yard and I heard 
from friends there that it was a dismal couple 
of days. On the 29th, an owner removed eight 
horses, six of which were in training and two 
from the fields to go to another trainer. It was a 
fraction of what the McCain yard lost but it was 
still gloomy. Two of mine went: Global Citizen 
and Powerful Symbol, and I justified it as another 
aspect of the job. Horses are not like dogs or 
humans and they do not get attached in the 
same way; they just are happy with food and 
a good home – neither Twickers nor Peter will 
miss me but it was numbing to say farewell. In 
particular, Twickers is a promising youngster who 
has a bright future and I had gained his trust, 

and grown fond of him. I simply told the head 
travelling lad, someone who I am friendly with and 
for whom it must have been pretty awkward from 
his point of view, who picked them up what their 
nicknames were and to look after them.

After they had left, I took a wheelbarrow round to 
collect all their rugs, headcollars and grooming kits 
to be washed, and handed people their horses’ 
nameplates. It was very sombre to pile the rugs up 
beside the washing machine and all we can hope 
for are new horses arriving soon. 

I was thrilled to read that author Jilly Cooper had 
received a CBE in the New Year’s honours list for 
services for literature and charity. Jilly is a great 
supporter of racing, having set The Man Who 
Made Husbands Jealous, Jump! and Mount! in 
and around racing, and of course there were the 
previous horsey, frolicking novels of Riders and 
Polo too. An avid campaigner against cruelty of all 
kinds, Mrs Cooper is such an inspiring lady, who 
dedicated the accolade straight to her greyhound 
Bluebell. 

Snowball fight John, Jo and Nicole

Daisy the JR having fun in the snow
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We've been very busy over the festive 
period with plenty of runners all over the 
country and the lads have been working 
very hard at home and at the races over 
the last month or so, so I'm very grateful 
to have a dedicated and loyal team behind 
me as you are only as good as your staff.

We've had one or two quieter periods over the 
past few months but the string are back in very 
good form at the moment and we've been 
lucky to add to our winners tally over the past 
few weeks. We are approaching the fifty winners 
mark now which is a great  benchmark to build 
on for the second half of the season as we push 
our way towards the one hundred winners 
barrier again. We look to have our work cut out, 
but after such a successful campaign last term, 
it was always going to be that much harder to 
improve again this season, as some horses are 
now badly handicapped. 

To improve again, we need some of our younger 
horses to deliver the goods and Tikkanbar 
certainly did that when emerging a potential top 
level novice hurdling prospect with a fantastic 
Listed success at Cheltenham on New Years Day. 
He has come so far since the day he first arrived 
at the yard after picking him up for just €5000 
at the sales and it was a special moment to train 
a winner for my father who owns him at the 
home of National Hunt racing. As he learns to 
settle and jump with more fluency, he should 
improve further still as he is still a big baby 
really. He'll be stepped up in grade next time 
out before hopefully heading to the festival in 

Spring where he holds entries in both the Albert 
Bartlett and the Ballymore. (formerly known as 
the Neptune)

It was a pleasing afternoon on the first day of 
the new year, as ten minutes after that success, 
Dieg Man comfortably won the novice hurdle 
up at Catterick. We aren't afraid to travel our 
horses to find the right race and it was great 
to get another winner for J P McManus, who is 
such a massive supporter of not only our yard, 
but jumps racing as a whole. He has shown 
progressive form throughout his career and 
hopefully we still haven't seen the best of him.

Impulsive Star was another to run his race 
when second by a frustratingly small margin 
at Catterick. He was doing his best work at 
the finish and is a real old fashioned looking 
chaser who we still have high hopes for. He's a 
thorough stayer and needs a trip to be seen at 
best effect. His spring target very much remains 
the staying novice chase at the festival in which 
Southfield Royale finished forth two seasons 
ago. 

Bishops Court again showed that on his day 
he is a smart horse, with a pleasing success 
under our amateur James King at Wincanton. 
He relishes the soft ground and travels so 
powerfully through his races, though does 
need to be delivered at the right moment. He 
went up 7lbs for that but has come out of the 
race in great order and we'll look for another 
opportunity for him to improve his impressive 
50% strike rate over fences soon enough. 
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Whilst we've been delighted with the form of 
our jumps horses, our runners on the level have 
also been paying their keep. Willyegolassiego 
won in good style on the Wolverhampton 
tapeta, picking up quite smartly under a very 
good ride from Dougie Costello. She's really 
grown up mentally this year, has always taken 
her racing so well and looked to have improved 
for her reappearance run over hurdles at 
Taunton. She's gone up 7lbs to a rating of 70 
now, but there are plenty of reasons to expect 
further improvement from her and she has 
come out of her race bouncing, as is often the 
case. She'll be out again soon.

Ochos Rios was also quite impressive at 
Southwell on the fibresand considering he blew 
the start, beating the odds-on favourite by a 
neck at the finish. He's always shown up well 
at home but wasn't seeing his races out over 

hurdles for whatever reason, but seemed much 
happier back on the flat. He went up 6lbs for 
that and hopefully there could be a bit more to 
come from him.

Dalaman is also worth an honourable mention, 
as he prevailed under a typically strong and 
perfectly timed ride from the champion jockey 
to get up on the line at Wetherby. He's now 
won three from four for us, being second on 
the other occasion, rising in the handicap to his 
current rating of 113 from 86, off which he made 
his stable debut. Hopefully we can keep him in 
good form and he can improve further still. He's 
a horse that always looks well in his coat and 
he's always carried plenty of condition, so we 
couldn't be happier with him really.

Neil Mulholland  
Ghost writer Dan Higginson

Tikkanbar winner of the 1st race at Cheltenham New Years Day
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Happy New Year to you all and hope 
everyone had a fantastic Christmas. Racing 
as always really busy at this time of year.. 
and I was please to finish the year off with 
a winner on Native Robin for Jeremy Scott 
at Warwick. It was then great to start the 
New Year off with a winner New Year’s 
Day at Exeter on Run To Milan for Victor 
Dartnall. Hope that sets up for a good 
year ahead! The only disappointment 
over Christmas was that Chepstow’s Coral 
Welsh National meeting was abandoned 
on Wednesday but well done to the 
officials for rescheduling on January 6. I’ll 

be on Jack Barber’s Ask The Weatherman 
so I’m looking forward to that.

Unfortunately Ask The Weatherman pulled up 
but yet again there were only 7 finishers. We 
haven’t had any snow in Somerset where I live 
and I’ve been a bit oblivious to the weather but 
when I drove towards the M4 everywhere you 
looked was covered in snow.

For most of us Christmas is a time to put your 
feet up and enjoy a few days of indulgence. 
It's a welcome relief during the gloomy days of 
winter. But in racing it's business as usual for the 
thousands of stable staff who keep horses fed, 

watered and exercised. It's a 
tough job with long hours, 
particularly so in light of 
the bad weather, but their 
dedication to the animals in 
their care ensures the nation 
can enjoy a feast of racing. 

I was at Huntingdon for six 
rides on Boxing Day and 
drew a blank there while 
down at Kempton the 32Red 
King George VI Chase took 
centre stage. I sit next to 
Nico De Boinville most days 
and you wouldn’t meet a 
nicer person. There was a 
lot of pressure on him in 
the lead up to the race but 
I thought he rode Might 
Bite brilliantly and I was so 
pleased for him when he 

NICK SCHOLFIELD
COLUMN

Saturday 10th February: Stable visit to 
Laura Hurley CANCELLED. Fergal O'Brien Stable 
Visit for 10th Feb. Names to me for that one at 
ctcrcstablevisits@gmail.com by 3rd Feb

Wednesday 21st February: AGM followed 
by National Hunt Racing with Edward Gillespie 
and Nick Rust. AGM to start at 7:30pm. If anyone 
wishes to volunteer to join the committee or has 
anything they wish brought up please contact 

Sarah Matthews. Any names or nominations 
for committee or officer posts to me at 
ctcrcchairman@gmail.com

Sunday 11th March: Festival Preview. 
Volunteers needed.

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

won. He’s a top man. Might Bite is a beautiful 
horse and very showy and Nico was exceptional.

Buveur d’Air in the Unibet Christmas Hurdle was 
also brilliant and their trainer Nicky Henderson 
is now at the top of the trainers’ championship 
ahead of Paul Nicholls who won the Kauto Star 
Novice Chase with Black Corton, on whom 
Bryony Frost became the second female jockey 
to win the Grade One chase.

Bristol De Mai will be back in the big time again 
if he gets his favoured soft ground while the 
fantastic The New One joined the millionaires’ 
club following his second to Buveur d’Air. What 
an incredible achievement that is for a jumper. 

Looking back at 2017 it was as good a year as I’ve 
ever had. I’ve done fairly well with injuries, which 
is so important, and I’ve had a lot of nice winners 
with a Grade One at Aintree on San Benedeto a 
highlight. As the year has gone on, it’s got busier 
and busier for me, which is a good position to 
be in and I hope that it continues like this into 
2018. Riding in the big races is the aim for any 
jockey and if I could have one or two big wins, 
that would be fantastic. 

Winning on Native Robin at Warwick on New Years Eve
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Once again, we start off this article with 
some very unwanted news... our "nanny" 
Linnie sadly died very suddenly due to 
an age related problem a week before 
Christmas. She was a wonderful old lady 
who belied her 29 years by being so 
incredibly spritely. 

In her heyday she had been an intermediate 
event horse with many wins to her name. She 
later went on to have two foals of her own but 
developed a heart problem and so we were 
advised that she should not have any more 
and so she became a companion to anyone 
that needed one... in particular Long Run!! 
When he was in training he would spend his 

summers out at grass at Upton with Linnie as 
his faithful companion. After his win in the 2011 
Gold Cup Linnie even accompanied him to 
parade at Mollington, our local point to point. 
After Long Run returned back into training each 
August, Linnie resumed her role as nanny to the 
weanlings... she was certainly worth her weight 
in gold and we will all miss her terribly.

The weanlings were already in at night when 
we lost Linnie so were used to following her 
along the track down to the barns each evening 
and although a very vocal affair for the first few 
nights they all settled into their new routine 
quite happily. One of our older mares, Liberthine, 
is very maternal and so as she is barren this year 

she has stepped in to be 
nanny for the rest of the 
winter. She was due to 
come in under lights at 
the beginning of January 
anyway and has adapted 
well to her new role. We 
do have a recently retired 
broodmare, Violet Express, 
who will become our 
future nanny but for now 
Libby is happily filling in!!

An update on our two 
year old Mount Nelson filly 
with the fractured pedal 
bone... she was re x rayed 
again just before Christmas 
and there was some 
improvement. It is going 

to be a long haul but the prognosis appears 
slightly better than originally thought and so we 
will continue to re x ray every four weeks and 
re fit the bar shoe while she stays on box rest. 
We moved her onto the race yard so she is able 
to see more and hopefully not get too bored... 
fingers crossed.

We are taking three to Doncaster sales at 
the end of January so the prepping has 
commenced... a yearling filly by Fame and 
Glory, a colt foal by Kapgarde and a Robin des 
Champs mare in foal to Gentle Wave.  The filly 
is on the walker once a day and walked in hand 
already and the colt is being walked in hand, 
all of which will increase toward the sale date. 
The extra walking etc is to increase muscle tone 
and definition as well as giving them enough 
exercise to enable them to cope with the sales, 
which can be very tiring.

Most of the country had snow to some degree 
this month and we were no exception. It does 
however make a lot of extra work, especially 
with the freezing temperatures. All the horses 
still living out needed to be given extra hard 
feed and hay and the water troughs needed the 

ice breaking at least twice a day. As beautiful as 
it may look, those of us that work with livestock 
do not view the snow through rose tinted 
glasses... even the simplest of tasks seem to take 
forever and we were all very happy when the 
rain started. The second lot of snow on Boxing 
Day evening came as a bit of a shock as we were 
not expecting the quantity we had and then 
instead of a thaw, we had freezing rain which 
took several days and copious amounts of salt 
to clear. Oh the joys of working outside... but we 
still wouldn't have it any other way!!

Boxing Day saw the usual meet here at Upton 
House and the many followers who came 
to walk off their Christmas dinners. We now 
have a couple of ponies here for the family's 
grandchildren and so as something different 
to do we plaited with tinsel the somewhat 
bemused shetlands and sent them on their way 
with two very excited three and four year olds. 
The next generation of jockeys perhaps... 

JLB

UPTON  
VIVA STUD

Pony tinselled up for Boxing Day Meet

Linnie and Lennie
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As is clear, from the latest update to the 
Tipster Competition, there was a great 
deal of activity with scores in the month 
coming thick and fast. 

The proximity of the ‘Top Ten’ runners suggests 
there will be much changing of positions as 
the season moves on to the Festival Trials. We 
can only hope, on New Year’s Day, that the wet 
weather (let alone the chance of icier conditions 
to follow?) doesn’t cause too much disruption to 
the scheduled racing.  

The leader board, as at the end of December, 
sees joint leaders Neil Jakes & Marlyn Miles with 
170pts and, perhaps unsurprisingly, the same 
two contestants lifting the highest month score. 

Our congratulations go to both Neil & Marlyn, 
who will each receive £20.  

Please note: ALL prizes will be confirmed and 
paid out after the end of the competition.

Pos. Name Dec. Month Total

1= NEIL JAKES F 140 170 
1= MARLYN MILES A 140 170 
3= KEITH APPLETON D 135 150 
3= KEITH APPLETON F 135 150 
5= DAVID SHEPHERD-CROSS H 110 145 
5= DAVID SHEPHERD-CROSS A 130 145 
5= SARAH WAITE A 130 145 
8= KEITH APPLETON A 125 140 
8= DAVID SHEPHERD-CROSS E 105 140 
8= PAUL WALKER C 125 140 
8= ALAN WELLSTEED D 110 140

Please don’t forget that you can track the status of 
your entries on-line by accessing www.ctcrc.co.uk, 
selecting ‘MENU’ and then ‘Tipsters Competition’.

If you have any questions about your entry, or its 
status, please contact Tony Coleman either on 
07795 146242 or by e-mail at tonyandles@aol.com.

TIPSTER COMPETITION UPDATE

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 25th April 2017 – 28th April 
2018

(Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including 31st 
December 2017)

1st  Ciaran Gethings  143 pts 
2nd  James Bowen  133 pts 
3rd  Richard Patrick  110 pts 
4th  Mitchell Bastyan  107 pts 
5th  Stan Sheppard  97 pts 
6th=  Charlie Hammond  86 pts 
6th=  Charlie Deutsch  86 pts 
8th  Harry Stock   82 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This 
award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD

RACING FOR A CAUSE
Racing for a Cause is an exciting venture 
for racing enthusiasts who may not be 
able to afford the high cost of racehorse 
ownership. It also combines racing with 
raising funds for two Cancer Hospices 
namely Dorothy House near Bath and St 
Peters in Bristol.

For a set fee of just £50 per calendar month 
members enjoy all the benefits of ownership. The 
members receive their share of the prize money.

Racing for a Cause currently have one horse 
called Bounty Pursuit in training with Michael 
Blake who is based near Bath. 

"I am pleased to be training for this great group. 
The horse is a really good fun horse to have" 
says Michael

Bounty Pursuit has already notched a win and a 
couple of seconds.

"Although we have had a couple of runs on the 
All Weather our aim is to run him locally during 
the Spring and Summer" adds Michael "So Bath, 
Salisbury Chepstow Newbury and Windsor will 
be our target courses"

The group are kindly and generously Sponsored 
by Bathwick Tyres who do so much to support 

racing in the West Country.

The raising of funds is achieved through joining 
members. After costs the remainder of the 
income is divided between the charities. 

"Every Member we get now raises more money 
for the Charities" says co founder Jenny Godwin.

Members get the chance to visit the stables as 
well as attend various get-togethers. A recent 
Quiz Night and Auction of Promises raised 
£2300 which went directly to the Charities.

The group are now looking to add a jump horse 
to the team. A sponsor is already in place.

"We just need a few more members so if you 
would like to be involved in this worthwhile 
cause as well as having great fun along the way 
please look at our Facebook page" adds Jenny

If anyone would like more information please 
either contact Jenny or Michael Blake would also 
be pleased to assist. 

www.facebook.com/Racingforacause12
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