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On the day the news came through 
of Richard Woollacotts death I 
was at Leicester Racecourse to see 
'Dontminddboys' aka Caspar run. All of the 
jockeys were wearing black armbands out 
of respect and for me the fact that Caspar 
won made it all the more poignant. 

Richard always had a smile on his face and was 
willing to spare the time for a quick chat which 
make the circumstances of his death even 
harder to take. Our thoughts go out to his family 
and friends at this sad time. His wife Kayley has 
set up the following giving page if anyone has 
anything spare for 3 very worthwhile causes. 

uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SomeoneSpecial/
RichardWoollacott

The Festival is now within sight and this is the 
last newsletter before those wonderful 4 days. 
So I will remind you all of The Festival Preview on 
Sunday 11th March. CTCRC members get in free 

on production of their membership card.

See you all there. 

Remember it's good to talk. 

Sarah x
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MARTIN KEIGHLEY
STABLE VISIT

As we stood on the gallops waiting for 
the next group of Martin’s horses to make 
their way up the gallops, Belinda pointed 
to all four points of the compass and 
explained to us what could be seen from 
this magnificent Cotswold vantage point. 
Sadly though, the mist and rain was such 
that we were actually struggling to see 
Belinda let alone the views!

I exaggerate a little. However, the weather 
gods were not at their kindest on the Saturday 
morning as the CTCRC members met up at the 
wonderfully situated Condicote stables of Martin 
and Belinda Keighley. It was as they say proper 
National Hunt weather. If the weather was cold 
the welcome we received from the Condicote 

team could not have been warmer and we were 
soon upstairs in the owners room enjoying a 
hot drink and some excellent sausage rolls while 
watching one of Martin’s string of horses warm 
up on the circular carpet based gallop before 
heading out to do their piece of work. The walls 
were filled with photographs and memories of 
some of the stables many triumphs; a reminder 
of something those of us who regularly go to 
Cheltenham have learnt over the years - never 
ignore a Martin Keighley entry.

Fortified to face the Cotswold morning, we 
headed off with Belinda to the top of the Yards 
private gallops to watch the horses up the hill. 
As we walked Belinda enthusiastically told us 
about the stables and was happy to answer any 

of the questions we had. Martin’s own website 
describes Belinda as being “effervescent” and I 
don’t think many people would disagree with 
this description. Her enthusiasm for the work 
the Condicote team carry out is really infectious; 
anybody who has watched a Keighley trained 
horse come into the winners enclosure at 
Cheltenham will know what I mean. You get 
the sense that this is a real family and team 
orientated Yard; even their two black Labradors 
did their best to make us welcome.

The horses came up the hill in two groups. The 
second worked up the grass gallops. The sight 
and sound of the string making their way out 
of the mist was quite something. You could just 
feel the strength and power as they came past, 

the hooves thudding into the Cotswold 
turf and their heavy breathing breaking 
the silence of the still Cotswold morning. 
They were past us in a flash but it is a 
memory that will stay with me for a while. 
Soon they were heading back down to 
the Stables is a cloud of mist and steam.

It was back to the stables where we 
were free to take a look at the horses 
themselves; all simply glowing with fitness 
and condition. The stables themselves 
were light, airy and the inmates seemed 
very happy and content and not adverse 
to a bit of fuss. Martin was on hand to 
answer our questions, Katie fell for Mr 
Mafia who has only recently joined the 
Yard; I am hoping this is not a precursor to 
the occupation of her future boyfriends! 

There was just time to enjoy another of 
Jan’s excellent cakes and to look out from 
the warmth of the owners room to see 
David Bishop’s Bobble Emerald on the 
all weather gallop. We also learnt about 
Martin’s race club. Although not members 
ourselves I’ve spoken to a few people 
who talk warmly about the club and the 
great days out they have had. Those of us 

who were at the Worcester picnic last year will 
remember Viking Mistress.

We’d like to thank Martin, Belinda and all of the 
team for making us so welcome. It’s perhaps also 
a good time to say our thanks to Sarah and all 
those who have organised our stable visits this 
year. Katie and I have a lot of happy memories 
and still get a real thrill from being able to visit 
places that ordinarily we would not get to see. 

David Miller
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FESTIVAL 
TRIALS DAY

Festival Trials Day had an attendance of 
20,868 slightly down on the 22,000 of the 
year before. The weather forecast for the 
day was not great which might have put off 
some of the day trippers.

I started the day off with a trip to the bar with 
fellow CTCRC/Cheltenham member Ian Blick 
and a welcome cider went down very nicely in a 
not too crowded bar.

The first race was watched from The Members 
Steppings and ‘Apple’s Shakira’ did not 
disappoint maintaining her unbeaten record and 
consolidating her position as ante-post favourite 
for the JCB Triumph Hurdle on March 16th, 
although ‘Look My Way’ made a race of it.

The second race was a battle between the two 
bottom weights: ‘Mister Whitaker’ and ‘Theatre 
Territory’, with the former prevailing after a 
driving finish. The winner will probably head for 
the ‘Close Brothers Novices’ Handicap Chase’.

‘Frodon’ and Bryony Frost received a roaring 
reception from the crowd as they took the lead 
2 out and went away to win the third race by 17 
lengths. Another cheer was heard as they came 
along the walkway with Bryony playing the 
crowd and acknowledging the horse.

‘Santini’ won the fifth with Jerry McGrath on 
board, I’m not sure if Nico had a choice of 
Henderson horses but if he did he made the 
wrong one. I personally thought ‘Black Op’ 
looked a picture in 2nd place.

There was no fairytale result in the sixth race 
for ‘Beer Goggles’ finishing 5th a few days after 
the sad death of his trainer Richard Woollacott. 

‘Beer Goggles’ ran in Richards honour and his 
wife Kayley has established a donation page 
(see editorial for the link), which is to be split 
between three charities: Mind, IJF and Devon Air 
Ambulance.

‘Agripart’ ridden by Lizzie Kelly reversed 
the placings from New Years Day to beat 
‘Wholestone’ by 3 lengths going away after the 
last and relishing the step up in trip to 3 miles.

‘Remiluc’ ridden by Harry Reed won the last 
carrying top weight, powering up the hill to win 
by 2 lengths.

The fourth and feature race of the day had eight 
runners and saw the improving ‘Definitely Red’ 
and Danny Cook triumph over American and 
Noel Fehily by 8 lengths. The 9 year old chaser 
will now go straight to The Gold Cup.

Throughout the day we had Q&A sessions 
with Oliver Sherwood and Nathan Horrocks 
at The Winners Enclosure and after racing the 
award winning film of ‘Many Clouds’ by Equine 
Production was shown on all of the big screens 
in memory of ‘The Peoples Horse’ who has 
died a year ago after winning and giving all, up 
that famous hill. Many of the crowd stayed and 
watched with a tear in their eye and after the 
film a round of applause was heard around the 
racecourse.

A day to remember a trainer and a horse 
bringing racing fans even closer together.

Sarah 
(Stats from Cheltenham Racecourse)
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FOXTROT 
RACING

Foxtrot Racing Syndicates enjoyed 
yet another incredible year in 2017. 
Buying inexpensive horses, they have a 
phenominal record on the racecourse, 
and we caught up with their Syndicate 
Manager Dan Abraham, to ask him about 
Foxtrot and their buying strategy.

Tell us about Foxtrot’s most successful buy
Vosne Romanee cost £10,000 as a flat horse 
rated in the 50s. It wasn’t easy to sell the shares, 
people couldn’t understand why we’d bought 
him but he was always going to be a much 
better national hunt horse. Last year he finished 
placed in the Scottish Champion Hurdle, ran at 
Cheltenham on Gold Cup day, Aintree on Grand 
National Day and won four races including 
a very valuable race at Worcester. He’s now 
rated 138 over fences and is likely to be at the 
Cheltenham Festival again in March.

Who buys Foxtrot Racing’s horses?

We are offered a lot of horses and then I choose 
the ones we want and more often don’t want. 
Usually the trainers will recommend horses and 
we are particularly lucky to be involved with Dr 
Richard Newland who is very knowledgeable 
indeed. Dr Newland and I share a lot of the same 
ideas about the type of horse we want and we 
work particularly well together.

Do all Foxtrot syndicates have similar 
horses?
I aim to have a real mix of horses. We set-up 
syndicates with unraced horses, hurdlers, 
chasers, two milers, three milers, young, old, 
bays and greys. It’s a real variety. Our smallest 
syndicate is seven people and the largest is 
twenty. Some horses are purchased and some 
are leased. There is something for everyone!

How do lease options work?
Usually the syndicate pays the training and 
racing costs in return for the horse running 
in the syndicate’s name and colours and 
receiving the prizemoney won by the horse. 
The advantage is that there are no capital costs 
and you can cancel the lease at any point, for 
example if the horse picks up a serious injury. 
The disadvantage is that there is no increase 
in your capital value if the horse does well and 
often these horses are unraced and you have to 
be patient before they are ready to race.

What has been your most successful lease?
Thankfully we’ve had a lot of success with these 
arrangements. Destined To Shine was leased 
from Kerry Lee and won for us at Towcester last 
season. Jennys Surprise is currently leased from 
Fergal O’Brien and she won for the syndicate at 

Uttoxeter earlier this season. However Midnight 
Silver has been amazing for us. She is leased 
from Pitchall Stud, where we also organised a 
visit when Midnight Silver was standing there. 
Midnight Silver has won six of her eighteen races 
and never been out of the prize money over 
hurdles. 

What is your strategy when buying horses?
To find horses that will win. I know that sounds 
obvious but it’s surprising how many people 
lose sight of that goal. I want every horse I buy 
to win races. I want to know how it’s going to 
win it’s first race, and then how we’ll be able 
to win again and again with the horse. The 
handicap plays a major part in British Racing, 
so ideally you don’t want to be waiting half a 
season for your handicap mark to be suitable 
before you can win a race. It’s important you 
have a clear strategy about how to win and then 
how to win again. 

What is your selection criteria when 
buying horses?
I want horses that are ready to win and so 
form is very important. Once a horse has run a 
handful of times I consider almost everything 

else irrelevant. It amazes me that a Horses In 
Training sales catalogue tells you so much about 
the horses breeding and so little about the 
horses racing history. I like to buy horses that 
have run a few times, shown they are sound, 
and I can understand what they horse has 
done, what distance it needs, what ground it 
wants, how it needs to be ridden before we’ve 
even paid for a days training. You know what 
you are buying and can get on with winning 
races. Vosne Romanee had run thirteen times 
before we bought him. We bought Supreme 
Steel cheaply at the May sales last year. He had 
run sixteen times before that sale and was rated 
102, he just didn’t interest many people at the 
sale. But he passed the vet with flying colours, 
was sound and after three races for Foxtrot (two 
seconds and a win) he is rated 123 and looks 
very exciting.

What do you think of the current market 
for horses?
There are some crazy figures being paid for 
average horses. Most mid-week meetings will 
now include horses that have been bought 
for six figure sums after running in a Point to 

Midnight Silver who has won six of her eighteen 
races for Foxtrot Racing

Foxtrot syndicate members in the 
Parade Ring at Cheltenham last March
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Point which subsequently turned out to be very 
average. Of course if you have the money you 
can take the chance that you might find a Gold 
Cup winner, but it has a knock-on effect through 
the market and means everyone ends up paying 
more whatever your budget. More trainers now 
seem to be buying horses that are out of form in 
the hope of turning them around and having a 
well handicapped horse and we have a situation 
where people are overpaying at both the top 
and bottom end of the market.

What is your usual budget?
We try and buy horses for between £20,000 to 
£30,000 although our most recent purchase, 
Jane Lamb, cost £12,000. The most important 
thing is that you have to feel you have got 
value for money. Horses are not machines and 
you can’t be certain to buy success but Foxtrot 
Racing has never over-paid for a horse and 
I’m very proud of that. Our most expensive 
purchase was Caid du Lin at £32,000 but he has 
proven to be a very good horse indeed and was 
worth every penny.

Which sales will you attend this year?
A few of our horses are in their last season, so 
we’ll be buying some new horses in 2018 to set 
up new Foxtrot Syndicates.

We’ll be looking to buy at the May Horses In 
Training Sales at Doncaster. The October flat 
horses in training sale used to be a good sale 
for us to buy horses to go jumping, but the 
prices there are now too high. We bought Caid 
du Lin at the Arqana sale in France where the 
prices were more reasonable, but the exchange 
rate no longer makes this so attractive. Hogan’s 
Height was bought at Cheltenham for £26,000, 
which was great value, but it’s tough to find 
value at the Cheltenham sale. The sales can 
be very frustrating when you find a horse you 
want only to find that it goes through the ring 
for more than you think it’s worth, so we’ll also 
will be trying to buy privately. Last year a few 

syndicate members came to the sales with me 
and they found it very interesting. It’s certainly 
an experience!

Dan Abraham took over Foxtrot Racing in 2009. 
It was previously run by Tom Gittins. Dan was a 
syndicate member and when Tom had to leave 
to go into the family business, he asked Dan to 
take over managing the Syndicates.

Dan introduced a number of new trainers and 
including Dr Richard Newland, Dan Skelton, Ben 
Pauling and Fergal O’Brien. He also reduced 
expenditure on new horses, moving the focus 
away from more expensive well bred unraced 
horses to buying at the value end of the market 
where Dan had spotted untapped potential.

Dan currently manages 13 Foxtrot syndicates 
and also helps a number of other private groups 
to manage their own Syndicates under their 
own names. They have also recently bought 
Midnight Silver back at the Doncaster Sales as 
the first syndicate broodmare.

In 2015 Dan was elected Chairman of the 
Racehorse Syndicates Association (www.
racehorsesyndicates.org). Since his appointment 
membership has tripled and Dan has been 
advising the BHA on the impact of the 
increasing number of Syndicates.

For more information on Foxtrot Racing 
visit www.foxtrotracing.com or email 
dan@foxtrotracing.com

Foxtrot Members on a visit to Alex Hales' yard last year
It was a very enjoyable Christmas and 
for the first time for a long time we did 
not go racing on Boxing Day as we had a 
lot of travelling to do on the 27th going 
to Kempton Park for the Desert Orchid 
with Politologue. “Pierre” retained his 
unbeaten record this season with a 
convincing win. It was unfortunate that 
Special Tiara fell as that was the end of 
what would have been a competitive race. 
We are now aiming for the Game Spirit 
at Newbury in February which will be 
“Pierre’s” last race before the Festival.

Early January we set off for Barbados with our 
friends Roy and Margaret Moody and George 
and Violet Hutchinson. Paul Nicholls joined us 
in early January and a great time was had by 
all. We had all of the racing channels and spent 
many hours watching the racing listening to the 
Caribbean waves and supping Rum Punch. Life’s 
a bitch!!!!

Being in Barbados it has been a quiet month 
but we did see Maire Banrigh run at Ludlow in 

a 2 mile race. She was travelling and jumping 
very well and looked a class act until the final 
bend when she stopped as if she had hit a 
brick wall. Dan Skelton phoned after the race 
and confirmed she had made a noise . She 
was looked at by Geoffrey Lane at Bristol and 
he confirmed she needed a wind operation. 
The Op has now been done and she is now 
recuperating at my daughters farm. We hope to 
get a run into her before the end of the season. 
If the op has been successful I believe we have a 
very good horse.

An update on our other horses indicates 
good progress being made by Aux Ptits Soin 
recovering from the OP on his suspensary but 
will not run again until next season. Ibis Du Rheu 
is now back in full training and will be ready to 
run in February. It is possible he may have the 
Scottish National has the target at the end of the 
season. The Dellercheckout may not run again 
as he is a weak horse and needs time. Gibbs Bay 
will run as soon as the ground improves (Gi Gi 
Syndicate) and Brio Conte is waiting for an Op 
on his tendon. (GiGi).

 We have waiting in the wings “Just Rocky” 
the horse that we bred and is now owned 
by Halmurrit Racing in which I have retained 
a leg. He should be ready to run in a Bumper 
sometime in March.

The Festival is now not far away and I hope to 
go there with Politologue and have a fighting 
ew chance in the Champion Chase. Fingers 
crossed we get there with all guns firing.

Now I have got to pack as we fly back to the UK 
on Thursday. The good life comes to an end.

John Hales

JOHN HALES
COLUMN

Column header picture courtesy 
of John Grossick.

Ibis Du Rheu
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BRYONY 
FROST

Wow! What a day I had at 
Cheltenham races on New 
Year’s Day. 
When we go racing I enjoy following the 
fortunes of my favourite jockeys. One of 
these is Bryony Frost. We have seen her 
race a few times and over Christmas were 
all glued to the TV watching her ride Black 
Corton to Grade One victory at Kempton. 
I very much enjoy collecting autographs. 
For Christmas my BFF Maddy gave me a 
new autograph book which made its first 
visit to the Cheltenham races on New 
Years Day. This year we decided to travel 
to the races by steam train; as I sat in the 
carriage waiting for the train to pull out of 
Toddington I was hoping that I might get 
the chance to get Bryony to sign my new 
book.

It began like a normal race day. I had seen 
Bryony Frost walking down the Shute and 
thought this was my chance to get her 
signature. Sadly though Dad and I were 
munching our way through two very large 
bacon rolls and by the time I had got out my 
book and pen she had vanished into the crowd. 
I figured that at some stage she would walk 
back up the Shute so I asked Dad if we could 
watch the next race on the big screen TV while 
I waited to see if she would come back up. I 
waited and waited but she did not appear. 

 A Steward, who I later learnt is called Barrie, 
came up to me and asked who I was waiting 
for. I guess it must have looked a little odd, a 

young person like me staring hopefully down 
the Shute while another race was on the course. 
I told him I was hoping to catch Bryony but that 
I thought I had probably missed her; I had been 
standing waiting for quite a while! With that, 
Barrie said he would take me into the Weighing 
Room to see if she was there and to get her 
autograph, so off we went. I could not believe 
what was happening. Unfortunately, she wasn’t 
in there, but I did manage to get Harry Skelton’s 
autograph. Barrie was very kind and said to 
come back after the fourth race, and we would 
try again. Only moments after we said our 
goodbyes to Barrie and headed off to watch the 
next race, Bryony came back. Barrie spoke with 
her, explained who I was and Bryony said she 
would be happy to meet me and sign my book.

So after the fourth race, Dad and I went to go 
see Barrie. He walked me into the Weighing 
Room, and then went to get Bryony. As I stood 
there I watched some of the jockeys from the 
previous race weigh in. It was really cool. Then 
out came Bryony who had a huge smile on 
her face. She said hello and began to sign my 
book. I told her about an issue I was having with 
cantering, and she told me just to go for it when 
I was ready. We talked for about five minutes; 
Bryony was quite impressed with my new 
bright pink Cheltenham woolly hat! After about 
5 minutes, she had to go. I left the Weighing 
Room with a big smile on my face. I don’t think 
Bryony knew how happy she had made me.

A few races later, Dad and I were watching 
Bryony’s only ride of the day, Old Guard, walk 
around the Parade Ring. The bell went and I 

watched Bryony get on. We walked over to the 
Shute to watch the horses on their way to Post. 
As Bryony came past, I said good luck to her, and 
amazingly she looked down from her horse said 
“Hello, thank you Katie”, which made my day. 
What a fantastic start to my new racing year. Old 
Guard ran a good race and came in fourth. 

By the end of the day I had also managed to 
get Nico and Fergal’s autographs as well. If 

anybody had told me when the steam train 
left Toddington that by the time we returned 
I would have been into the weighing room, 
met Bryony and got her signature as well as 
all of the others, I would not have believed 
them. The kindness shown by everybody, in 
particular Barrie was just amazing. I was one 
very lucky girl indeed. To top it all I beat Dad 
in our points competition (again!) so won our 
chocolate bar prize as well. It was a very good 
day indeed.

A postscript from Dad. A few days later, 
rather on the spur of the moment, Katie and 
I headed off to Chepstow to watch the Welsh 
National. To our great surprise we met Barrie 

again and as fate would have it, as we chatted 
to him who should come along but Bryony who 
came straight over to Katie with a big smile and 
they chatted away for quite a while. I think my 
daughter may now have a new favourite jockey! 

Katie Miller

Note from Editor: Don’t tell Lizzie.

For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at 
Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow, 
Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester 
during the period 25th April 2017 – 28th April 
2018

(Sponsored by the Cheltenham and Three 
Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a 
Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including 6th 
February 2018)

1st  James Bowen  209 pts
2nd  Ciaran Gethings  149 pts
3rd  Charlie Deutsch  138 pts
4th  Richard Patrick  131 pts
5th  Mitchell Bastyan  127 pts
6th  Stan Sheppard  113 pts
7th=  Jamie Bargary  108 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey 
tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. This 
award is named in his memory.

RICHARD DAVIS AWARD
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RACE DAY TOURS AT
CHELTENHAM

In 2003 a Cheltenham & Three Counties 
Race Club monthly newsletter contained 
a notice which caught my attention. It 
gave information about a vacancy at the 
racecourse for a Race Day Tour Guide. I was 
very interested, and delighted when my 
application was successful. I started this 
work at the October meeting in 2003 and 
have continued since then.

At every meeting apart from the Festival, when 
gates open my colleague and I are in position 
on the north entrance plaza in the vicinity of 
the Best Mate statue. We provide a free service 
until the first race, for racegoers to be taken on a 
tour around some the most significant features 
including a visit to the Weighing Room. There 
is no requirement to book in advance. Groups 
may vary from four or five participants to over 
twenty. We aim for each tour to last about 
45 minutes, which allows time afterwards for 
enthusiastic punters to place their bets on the 
first race, before seeking refreshments. 

The starting point of the tour gives opportunity 
to explain the significance of the AP McCoy 
statue, which was unveiled at the 2017 Festival 
Meeting. We move on to the Best Mate statue 
which is the only full sized equine statue, and 
acknowledges the gelding’s achievement of 
three consecutive victories in the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup.

A walk across the Parade Ring with mention of 
some of the memorable occasions which have 
been witnessed in the Winner’s Enclosure is 
always of interest, but undoubtedly the highlight 
of the tour is visiting the engine room of the 

race meeting, the Weighing Room. This gives 
the unique opportunity to witness the race 
day activity whilst learning about the roles of 
racecourse officials including the Clerk of the 
Course, Stewards and Clerk of the Scales. Many 
famous faces have been spotted here by people 
in my groups. Passing the Pre-parade Ring often 
inspires racegoers to visit there again later, when 
the horses are brought from the stables about 
45 minutes before the start of their race. As the 
sampling unit is viewed in the distance, the 
procedure for obtaining drug testing samples 
is explained. A pause at the new Trophy Room 
gives the opportunity to view the displayed 
prizes which will be presented during the 
afternoon. Situated on The Crescent Walkway 
are statues of three famous horses, Arkle, 
Dawn Run and Golden Miller. There is a fund of 
information to be shared about the triumphs 
and tribulations associated with this trio and 
their connections. 

The Princess Royal Stand is dominant, and details 
about the facilities on each level are always 
of interest. Pausing to admire the view of the 
course is a good moment to explain the history 
of racing at Cheltenham, which is internationally 
acknowledged as the home of National Hunt 
Racing. In 1815 racing started on Nottingham 
Hill, moving to Cleeve Hill three years later, 
before settling at the present Prestbury Park site 
in 1831. The layout of the four current courses, 
the construction of the steeplechase fences 
and hurdles, and an explanation of the types 
of cross country fences, is dealt with before 
heading to view the honours boards in the main 
grandstand. The tour ends in the Hall of Fame 

viewing the display cabinets containing the five 
gold cups won by Golden Miller, in addition 
to a fund of historic racing of memorabilia. An 
upward glance is required, to view the colours 
of all the winners of the Gold Cup since it was 
first run in 1924 as a 3.25 mile steeplechase. The 
winner was Red Splash, with prize money of 645 
gns, ridden by the five times champion jockey 
Dick Rees, who was the first National Hunt 
jockey to ride over 100 winners in a season. 

It is then time to say a quick goodbye to my 
group before heading back to the North 
Entrance to meet another group and setting 
off again on a tour. No two tours are ever the 
same, and over the years it has been a privilege 
to meet such a vast variety of people with 
their shared ardent interest in horse racing at 
Cheltenham.

Rosemary Prosser

Dawn Run StatueTour clock

Sunday 11th March 
Festival Preview in The Centaur, Cheltenham 
Racecourse. CTCRC members free on 
production of membership card.

Wednesday 18th April 
Club Meeting

Stable visits: 
Philip Hobbs date tbc (End March-Beginning 
May) please email ctcrcstablevisits@gmail.com 
to inform Sarah of interest in this visit. 
Might go to ballot.

CLUB NEWS
& FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
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THE QUEEN'S CUP 
STEEPLECHASE

Springtime is welcomed in Mineral 
Springs, North Carolina, USA by the 
fanfare of the Queen’s Cup Steeplechase. 
The event is held at Brooklandwood, the 
surrounding trees adding to the natural 
beauty. The site was purpose-built with 
visibility in mind and to promote safety 
for horses and jockeys. The four-acre 
lake is used to irrigate the grounds, and 
creates an impressive fountain on race day. 
Flowers bloom in stunning colours and the 
expanse of grass is immaculately mown. 

All this took two years to construct and was 
the vision of Bill and Carrington Price. The aim 
was to bring a somewhat royal experience to 
Charlotte but open for the local community. 
“We love a great cocktail party, but we also love 
to watch racing,” explains Bill. “We think we have 
combined the best of both worlds – great sport 
with great socialising in an amazing setting.”

The Queen’s Cup is a leading social occasion 
with not a single minute wasted: a Hat Contest, 
Tailgate Competition, pony rides at $5 ago, 
terrier racing, a course walk, feasting and live 
music. A day of bowties, finest attire, cartwheel 

hats all add to the festive colours and elegance. 
Yet, the community is a much emphasised word 
and every contribution is imperative. “There are 
a lot of long-time, loyal supporters,” Carrington 
says, “It’s rewarding to know that some people 
have been coming for the last twenty-two 
years to support the event, and it’s not only the 
patrons – we also have a handful of volunteers 
that have been volunteering for the last twenty-
one years.” These praised volunteers number up 
to 300 in total.

Yet, for all the fun, excitement and partying, 
there is just as high importance on fundraising. 
So far, $800000 has been donated to local 
charities, including the Alzheimer’s Association 
of Western North Carolina – and rapidly heading 
towards the $1 million mark.

The racing is top class too with a prize pot of 
$150000 split between five races. There are two 
hurdle races, one chase, a timber race and a flat 
race run over the same distance as the Kentucky 
Derby.

For over two decades, this sundrenched day has 
been an engaging experience, adding annually 

to the memories of organisers and race-goers 
alike. One year, Princess Anne attended but 
it will always have been created primarily for 
Charlotteans. “One of our biggest challenges 
is that people have this misconception that it’s 
hoity-toity,” muses Carrington. “But honestly it’s 
for everyone.”

The racing architecture is second to none and 
the spectators are guaranteed a wonderful 
day out. There are private boxes for wining and 
dining, all colour-coordinated with the theme 
of the day, clear views from the Lawn Boxes 
and the hospitality tents on Member’s Hill. Ten 
thousand race goers have a ball in the infield, 
watching the horses gallop by. Further up, Heart 
Break Hill aids this spectacular viewing but also 
makes a testing course for the runners. The track 
curves for just over a mile round, and has won 
accolades for being one of the best in the US. 

The Queen’s Cup is the largest outdoor “tailgate” 
in the region, an American tradition of eating 
a picnic from the back of a vehicle alongside 
as many friends and family as possible. Tailgate 
plots sell for upwards of $150. The premier area is 
located on the inside rail, adjacent to the parade 
ring, so the winners can be cheered in.

This steeplechasing treasure is there to be 
discovered, along with the 20000 friends and 
fellow race goers you will meet along the way. 

By Jo Collinson.

Massive thanks for assisting with this article go 
to Bill and Carrington Price, Kevin Tobin, Business 
Development Director QC Exclusive Magazine,  
Emily Kristine Photography

For more information: www.queenscup.org 
www.facebook.com/QUEENSCUP
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between four out and two out, and gave the 
impression there was still a bit more in the 
locker. We’ll add him in too. 

Those of us on Blaklion at fancy-dan prices 
saw nothing in the Cotswold Chase to worry 
us, and the chat post-race was of Bristol De 
Mai getting a National entry now. Surely 
connections of Blaklion must be tempted to 
try their luck in what looks a wide-open affair 
this year? With four weeks between the Gold 
Cup and National, it gives him time to recover 
that bit better too. Let the Lion roar, that’s 
what I say!

For our final selection, we’ll take a flyer in the 
4m National Hunt Chase on one that’s gone 
a bit under the radar, but has actually put 
in a couple of very solid runs lately and the 
marathon trip might well bring about a bit 
more improvement. That’s Alex Hales’ Duel At 
Dawn, who made Sizing Tennessee work hard 
for the win at Cheltenham in December and 
lost little in defeat when second to Ms Parfois 

in a Listed Novices Chase at Warwick last 
time. It is to be remembered that on the first 
occasion he was giving the winner 5lb, and on 
the latter 2lb. Sizing Tennessee gave the form 
a boost when running Yanworth close next 
time, and I’m happy to forgive his effort on 
Trials Day, given the form of the Tizzard yard at 
the time. 

There’s a caveat here - and that’s to back him 
NRNB (non-runner no bet) as his trainer thinks 
he wants some cut, although there’s a win on 
the card at Doncaster on good ground that 
helps his cause. He just doesn’t want it quick, 
and given this race takes place on the Tuesday 
of the Festival, at least there’s a good chance 
of the ground being fresh and well-watered. 
The good news is, though, that we can back 
him at 40-1 with Bet365 NRNB, which is the 
best price anyway, so we’ve nothing to lose 
and everything to gain. 

David Massey

Well, the results are (almost) in, as they 
say in all the worst Saturday Night 
gameshows, and it’s now next stop The 
Festival. All aboard then, and if you’ve 
not already bought a ticket on my Ante-
Post Express then fear not, my friends, 
for there’s still time to get involved with 
a couple of big-priced beauties for March 
coming up in this piece. 

The likes of Definitly Red and Agrapart 
enhanced their chances of Festival glory at the 
recent Cheltenham Trials Day, but were there 
others that caught the eye? I’d say so, and if 
you’ll allow me to make the case for them, I’d 
be only too pleased. 

Firstly, the Cleeve Hurdle, where conditions 
fell just right for Agrapart. Nick Williams’ 7-y-o 
loves the mud (his four wins in this country 
have all come on heavy/soft) and he deserved 
this win for some of his classy efforts. But it’s 
unlikely that he’ll get these conditions come 
March, so as far as the Stayers goes, it might 
be a step too far for him. 

It must be said that, as I type this, the form 
of the Nigel Twiston-Davies yard is, at best 
patchy. Just the one winner in the past 25 
days (that, of course, being the ultra-game 
and teak-tough The New One at Haydock) 
and earlier in the day here, had a couple of 
blowouts again with the Ballys, with both 
Hill and Andy running well below form. So it 
was encouraging to see a decent effort from 

Wholestone in finishing second here, serving 
it up to the winner from two out and only 
fading late in the piece. 

The good news for us is that Wholestone, third 
in last year’s Albert Bartlett, does handle better 
ground and as such, won’t be inconvenienced 
by it come March. He ticks a few boxes that 
we look for - previous Festival form being the 
main one - and to reiterate, given the form of 
the yard, this effort can be viewed in a very 
positive light. There’s a slight concern that, 
at the very top level, he just falls short - he 
couldn’t quite go with the front two in that 
Albert Bartlett in the last 400 yards - but this 
was an improved effort and he’s definitely 
worth another crack. 

If we are adding him to the portfolio, it would 
be foolish not to give a second look to The 
Worlds End at a huge price as well. It’s well 
known that Tom George thinks the world 
(excuse the wordplay) of him, and to my eye, 
he’s the type that needs a couple of runs to 
get himself match fit. I think that’s been the 
case this season, certainly for his first two runs, 
and here he would have found the ground 
too soft. Nevertheless, an eyecatching effort in 
finishing fourth, and revisiting last year’s Albert 
Bartlett again, it’s not hard to think he might 
have finished in front of Wholestone had he 
not tipped up two out (when going well). 
The way he made his ground up there was a 
joy to watch, he simply carved through them 

DAVID MASSEY
COLUMN

Sizing Tennessee Duel At Dawn
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owned by Christopher Johnson and once 
had Johns Spirit. ‘Pumbles’ came from Mark 
Johnston’s, where he won four on the Flat last 
summer. He is a dark colour, with one flashing-
white eye and a white stripe down his face. 
Apparently, he schooled well so hopefully he 
will make a hurdler. His name derives from a 
character in Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations 
so it is quite fitting that I love literature, writing 
and reading.

I Care des Sources, a half sister to our Lad Of 
Luck and Festival winner Let’s Dance, was always 
nicknamed Saucy and indeed she certainly was 
saucy. The grey filly would buck off jockey Killian 
Moore about every other day and was generally 
very difficult. She ran a few times but always 
finished out the back. She loved being naughty 
at home but never put similar effort into her 
races. When she got collected to return home to 
France, everyone felt Killian’s utter relief. 

Nicole also said farewell to Hidden Oasis (Ollie) 
who went to Christian Von Der Recke, the 
German trainer. Ollie was a grumpy character, 
who Nicole loved regardless. She was overjoyed 
to be able to go with him to Wolverhampton on 
the 22nd, when he ran in the 7:20, for he left the 
next day.

On the 27th, everyone was saddened by the 

death of Taquin du Seuil at Huntingdon. I was 
in the middle of a busy day at Doncaster (eight 
runners!) and the news seeped out. Known as 
Tykes, the beautiful coal-black gelding was a 
flag-bearer and always represented us at the 
top. He won a Challow Hurdle in 2012 and the 
2014 JLT Novices’ Chase under AP McCoy when 
associated with his original groom Jitu Singh 
and work rider Kate Hanson. This was the third 
season Bara Ponická had looked after him and 
he had won a class two chase at Warwick, last 
year’s Bet Victor at Cheltenham and was second 
in the Coral Cup. He was Bara’s true love, her 
hard work represented by his shiny coat and 
the many best-turned-outs won as he bounced 
around the paddock. He was ridden daily by 
assistant trainer Guy Upton and always ducked 
out like a youngster. Aged 11, Tykes deserved a 
lovely retirement to continue showing off in the 
show ring and it was heartbreaking that this was 
cut short. He was an older horse, who had never 
been so well and we could not wait for him to 
run at the Festival again, where he always gave 
his all. Rest In Peace Tykes. 

JO COLLINSON
COLUMN

In the past few columns this winter, I have 
written of loyal stable staff leaving the 
racing industry. It has been saddening 
that so many friends have left, none 
more so than when Lee Jones, head of 
travelling to Tom George, had his final 
day at Taunton on January 9th. Originally 
from Cumbria and universally nicknamed 
Leroy (to the extent his real name of Lee 
was lost through time), during the eleven 
years there, he drove a lot of big winners 
many thousands of miles – not only over 
here but in Ireland and France too. His 
favourites were Big Fella Thanks and 
Saint Are, who was second in the 2015 
Grand National and third in 2017. Lee was 
always a popular character, never ruffled 
or stressed, or maybe he hid it well when 
smoking a cigarette in the lorry park. 

We had our first winner of the year on the 13th. 
Noble Robin ran up at Wetherby and was taken 
by Michelle Marsh. He is looked after by Nicole 
Vaughan and is ridden out daily by head lad Alan 
Berry. It felt like an age to get that winner and 
seemed another age until we got our second 
Django Django at Huntingdon on 26th followed 
quicly by our third , Fleminport at Hereford on 
the 29th. We have not had many runners due to 
the wet going; hopefully February will get us a 
few more winners. 

I have acquired three new horses to look after. 
One tall bay gelding is called Domingo and I did 
not have to think too hard for a nickname. “Can 
I call him Ringo?” I pondered aloud. “I don’t 

mind,” retorted Alan. “You can call him Flamingo 
if you want.” Luckily Ringo suited him so much 
more. 

I also got March Is On when Henry Platt had too 
many horses to do. March Is On was bought at 
Cheltenham sales, is by Gold Well and won an 
Irish point-to-point. He is small in stature and 
was quite nervous to begin with – he would not 
eat a carrot from my hand, only when I dropped 
them into his manger. By now, he is gobbling 
them up normally. I struggled to conjure up a 
nickname for him and subsequently settled for 
Marty. By chance, he was purchased by some 
old owners of mine, Richard Killalea and Richard 
and Marilyn Seed, who owned Oscar Fortune, 
who won four races for us. They asked the boss 
if I could look after him and by chance I was 
already doing him, so it was fate. 

Only last week, I got Pumblechook, who is 

'March Is On'

Lee Jones leading up. Tarquin du Seuil
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Got a leg – a racehorse has four legs but 
this means one has damaged a tendon, 
usually in front.

A niggle – the start of the above.

Broken down – a serious injury to the 
tendon.

A bus – a very lovely horse to ride, easy 
and well-mannered.

A bear – the opposite of the above. 

Chewy – a horse that is quite strong to ride 
but not a run away.

Yoke – could be anything and everything, 
used often by head lad Johnny Kavanagh – 
causes a lot of confusion.

A good horse – one with a lot of ability.

A machine – same as above.

An aeroplane – ditto.

Yardie – short for yardman – do not ride 
out, but muck out and turn out and do the 
yard duties.

A spare – an extra horse to do at evening 
stables.

A drop – a cash tip given by an owner.

Dropped – falling off a horse.

Wind op – a veterinary procedure to help 
a horse to be clearer in their breathing 
and thus run better – includes cautery of 
the soft palate, Hobday, tie forwards or tie 
back.

Can’t breathe – will lead to the above.

A pig – an ungenuine racehorse.

A dog – same as above.

Up the scutts – riding with very short 
stirrups, like a Flat jockey.

Fresh – a horse who is lacking substantial 
work – even a quiet ride can become a 
lunatic!

Smelly – a bad jumper.

Tank-slap – slapping the horse down the 
shoulders with the buckle of the reins.

Work round – when there are less people 
at evening stables, we do not do our ‘own’ 
horses. We split up into three teams, one 
for each yard and hopscotch the horses, 
performing the usual evening tasks as 
we go.

Rubbers – nothing rubbery, just 
rectangular towels that go beneath the 
saddle pads. Torn, old and threadbare 
ones become useful rags.

Dirty – describes a horse that is naughty 
and wilful to ride and will drop their rider 
at every opportunity. 

Off-roading – when a horse runs off 
the gallop onto the grass, most likely 
spooking.

GLOSSARY of JACKDAWSIAN TERMS JORDAN 
NAILOR Q&A

How and where did you first become 
interested in horses? We had a family pony 
and I just had a go and loved it from day one

What inspired you to take up competitive 
race riding? I have always been competitive 
and had a go pointing and haven't looked back

Most memorable ride to date? Riding in the 
Aintree foxhunters on Mr Moss

If you could ride any horse which one 
would it be? Buveur D’air

A horse to follow for the remainder of the 
current NH season? Kingsplace

Who do you turn to for advice? Alan Roche 
and Carl Llewellyn

Favourite Racecourse? Cheltenham

Most difficult Racecourse to ride? I found 
Fontwell chase track hard when i started

Best horse you have ridden and why? 
Midnight Shot, I had 2 rides on him and 2 

winners in novice chases and he is a nice kind of 
a horse.

Who do you admire in racing? Aidan 
Coleman brilliant jockey

Favourite TV racing presenter/
summariser? Luke Harvey 

What is a typical day for you? In work to 
muck out, ride out, ride out at lunch and back 
for evening stables then home

What are your hobbies? Football & shooting

Favourite holiday location? Cyprus

Pet hate(s)? Hamster (Note from editor: 
Not sure whether this is a joke or got lost in 
translation!)

Food heaven and food hell? Sunday roast 
and KFC

Fast forward 10 years – what would you 
ideally like to be doing? Making a good living 
from being a jockey.

I worked for Charlie Longsdon for 6 years: 3 
while I was at school and then 3 full time. I rode 
my first winners under rules for him. Recently I 
have moved to Nigel Twiston-Davies and have 
had a winner for him alongside doing pointing. 
This will be my last season as an amateur before 

going 
conditional.

Jordan 
Nailor 
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NEIL MULHOLLAND

COLUMN
It's been a while since the last blog, but 
we've been extremely busy with runners 
nearly every single day, under both codes. 
Thankfully we've started the new year 
in good form, with four winners over 
obstacles and three on the level already 
under our belt for 2018 and we hope to 
continue that rich vein of form as we move 
into the early Spring.

Happy Escape was our first flat winner of 2018, 
winning the 1m handicap on just her 2nd start 
for the yard under a well-timed Timmy Murphy 
ride to come from last to first. It was a visually 
impressive performance and she confirmed that 
when going in again over the same course and 
distance, held up, she could stylishly cut through 
the field and put it to bed pretty well. She's 

gone up in the weights but hopefully there will 
be more improvement to come from her.

Over the sticks, Rainy Day Dylan has always 
been a horse we have believed in, so it 
was great to see him produce the goods at 
Wincanton in the 2m handicap hurdle at the 
start of the month. Tom O’Brien gave the horse 
a lovely ride and knows the owners, so it turned 
out to be the perfect combination at our local 
track. He ran well again a couple of weeks later 
when a close enough forth and he'll be given a 
bit of time now to freshen up.

The Young Master put in an excellent display 
at Kempton when finishing 3rd in the 3m 
handicap chase. He jumped out to his left after 
going past the stables, not something that 
would worry us unduly, and we were delighted 
with the way he finished off his race. He has 
come home bouncing and the Grand National 
continues to be the long-term target – so far we 
are delighted with the improvements through 
the campaign.

Carole’s Vigilante will be better suited to 
more of a galloping track in the future, so it was 
fantastic to see him win the maiden hurdle at 
Hereford on Tuesdayafternoon. This horse is 
still learning the job, but finished with his ears 
pricked and remains one we can look forward to 
over longer trips.

Mount Oliver winning the 3m2f handicap 
chase at Fontwell Park was another recent 
highlight. It is always fantastic to see a horse 
break their duck and hopefully he can continue 

to improve now.

Willyegolassiego is a tough, genuine 
filly and that showed on Monday night at 
Wolverhampton when winning the 1m6f 
handicap on the level. As I say regularly, we 
enjoy having winners under both codes and it 
was fantastic for her to get her 2nd win on the 
bounce.

The application of cheekpieces had the desired 
effect on Kansas City Chief who travelled 
strongly throughout when landing the staying 
handicap hurdle at Doncaster under Noel Fehily. 
He is a horse that we are still learning about but 
we felt he was in good form at home and it was 
great to see him transfer that to the racecourse. 
He runs under a penalty later in the week and 
will hopefully run well again before potentially 
heading back over fences.

With only six weeks to go we've a few entered 
for the Cheltenham Festival, including Indian 
Stream who has an entry in the mares hurdle. 
All roads lead to a return to Prestbury Park, 
where she finished 4th last year, and there is a 
race at Warwick next month which looks the 
ideal place for a prep.

The recent weather hasn't been ideal for many 
of our horses, including Minella Present who 
we are pleased to have back in and working 
away well. He's not been seen since his victory 
at Uttoxeter in summer 2016 but he's looking 
great at home - we are just waiting on some 
better ground. Kalondra is likely to take up his 
entry in the Grade 1 Scilly Isles Novice chase this 
weekend and we are looking forward to seeing 
if he's up to the task. He has been a fantastic 
flag-bearer for our yard both this season and last 
and we are excited to see how he takes the step 
up in grade ahead of a potential tilt at the JLT in 
March.

Other Cheltenham entries include Impulsive Star 
in the four miler, a couple of potential runners 
in the cross country chase, as well as a healthy 
amount in the festival handicaps. We didn't have 
much luck at Prestbury Park last season but 
there are plenty of reasons to be more hopeful 
this time around.

Neil Mulholland  
Ghost writer Dan Higginson 

Indian Stream on the way out to the parade ring.

Impulsive Star with Sam Waley-Cohen
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Happy New Year one and all, here's hoping 
that 2018 will be a good one for us all and, 
who knows, this could be the year our Gold 
Cup winner is born! Stuff of dreams...

On that note January is when we make our final 
decisions on what stallion we are going to send 
the mares to... this generally takes several weeks 
as we all have our own ideas. Ultimately we are 
all striving to choose the best stallion we can for 
"the girls" but have to take into account so many 
factors. The bloodlines are obviously paramount 
but we also consider conformation of both mare 
and stallion... we wouldn't for example take one 
of our mares who perhaps was slightly straight 

through her knees to a stallion who was also. 
Temperament is another consideration and we 
would try to avoid sending a fiery tempered 
mare to a stallion that we know was of a 
similar manner. We also need to be somewhat 
commercial in our choices as we do sell a few 
each year and there are generally some stallions 
more in vogue than others!!

Our choices for this year are Kayf Tara, Mount 
Nelson, Blue Bresil, Getaway,

Nathaniel for our flat bred mare who also went 
over fences and the gorgeous Jack Hobbs, who I 
was lucky enough to meet at Doncaster sales.

On January 23rd our wagon trundled up the M1 
to Doncaster with three on board to sell at the 
Goffs sale. For the last few weeks we have been 
busy prepping a foal, 2 year old and a mare 
for this sale and now the fruits of our labours 
come to fruition. We were under no illusion 
that our two year old wouldn't make much 
as she was quite small and definitely not one 
we would keep to breed from, she only made 
£3,000. However, we were quite hopeful that our 
only colt from 2017 Polly Peachem/Kapgarde 
would make a decent amount. We were not 
disappointed as he went through the ring for 
£40,000. We also sold the mare in foal to Gentle 
Wave for £17,000. There were a lot of mixed 
emotions traveling back home in an empty lorry 
as I had brought all three into the world but I 
know we can't keep everything!!

Several of the top NH studs brought along their 
stallions for viewing at Doncaster sales and I 

was very impressed with Jack Hobbs who is a 
first season sire for Overbury. Not something 
we generally do, use a first season sire, but as 
a break from tradition we will be sending one 
of our mares to him as his credentials say it 
all!! He is a gorgeous individual with a lovely 
temperament and I sincerely hope that he 
makes a good National Hunt sire for the future.

January has been one of the wettest we have 
experienced for a long time. Our grazing is on 
ironstone so is generally very free draining but 
as there has hardly been a day when it 
hasn't rained some of our winter grazing 
now resembles ploughed fields. We are 
feeding hay now to those with not so 
much grass and very much hoping that 
we will have an early Spring. Fortunately 
most of our winter grazing is on the 
level so once the fields have been rolled, 
harrowed and fertilised in a couple of 
months time they will once again look 
like grass paddocks and not arable fields.

Our first foal is due on February 15th 
so "sitting up" will soon commence for 
Shatabdi who is carrying a Walk in the 
Park foal (sire of Douvan) We are very 

much hoping for a colt this time as Shatabdi's 
last four foals have all been fillies. More news 
next month...

JLB

UPTON  
VIVA STUD

Jack Hobbs
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I’d like to dedicate this blog to Richard 
Woollacott, who so sadly passed away on 
Tuesday 23rd January, because he played 
such a part in my formative years as an 
amateur point to point days and has left 
a huge hole in the circuit. His death has 
affected so many people; it’s rocked the 
close knit world of racing because we all 
knew him, liked him and respected him.

From a personal point of view, I grew up in point 
to points, attending with my father Philip to 
watch until I was 16 and started riding. Richard 
was the top dog in the West Country and he 
was someone I watched carefully and looked up 
to. He knew the Devon and Cornwall point-to-
point circuit like the back of his hand and he 
knew how to ride those courses. He was a crafty 
fox and knew when to sit and get a breather 
into his horse, when to kick on, and how to ride 
the bends, undulations, hills and fences. When 
I was champion novice he was the national 
champion in 2010. We had disagreements I 

remember once at Upcott Cross I got up on his 
inside and he wasn’t happy so he put me in my 
place: but that’s what people of his caliber did. 
They’d put kids like us in our place and they’d 
stand their ground. Watching the likes of him, 
Neil Harris, Richard Burton and all those really 
great horseman who had years of experience 
between them, taught me so much. They were 
the ones who taught us aspiring jocks how to 
ride.

When Richard started training I had a few rides 
for him too and he was great to ride for. To train 
an Aintree Festival winner with Lalor and a grade 
one winner with Beer Goggles is very difficult 
and his achievement is awesome. To take on the 
big boys and the big money at grade one level 
is brilliant. He took himself to another level.

Not only was he a champion point-to-point 
rider, but he was a very capable trainer and I 
have nothing but respect for him. He was always 
a friendly face, whether at the races or at the 
sales. Wherever you’d see him, he’d chat away.

NICK SCHOLFIELD
COLUMN

It’s all so desperately sad and his passing has 
deeply affected so many people. I hope he will 
always be remembered for the rider he was and 
the trainer he was. Racing is such a close knit 
community, especially the point-to-points, and 
the hole he has left is immeasurable.

Cheltenham festival trials day was last weekend 
and as a rule always throws up pointers like its 
name suggests. I had few rides there and was 
really impressed by Santini who won the grade 
2 Nov hurdle. I was set to finish 3rd on De Rasher 

Counter for Emma Lavelle before slipping up 
at the last and fell, it rode like a proper race. 
Definitely Red was impressive in the Cotsworld 
Chase and Sceau Royal impressed at Doncaster. 
There is sure to be lots of chat over next few 
months about the festival with Chelt previews 
kicking into gear but I will be taking each day as 
it comes and concentrating on the job in hand 
before getting wrapped up in the Chelt Fest 
bubble.! 

Nick Scholfield 

Predictably, there was little REAL action 
until the Trials Day at Cheltenham a few days 
before the end of January. As a result, the 
overall lead in the Competition remains with 
Neil Jakes, whose “F” entry, with 205pts, has 
managed to pull 30pts clear of the previous 
joint leader, Marlyn Miles. 

The distribution of points awarded during January 
has, otherwise, resulted in a “concertina effect” with 
just 20pts separating the next  
10 places.

Our congratulations go to Neil, who will receive 
the £10 leadership prize. 

Please note: ALL prizes will be confirmed and paid 
out after the end of the competition.

Pos. Name Jan. Month Total

1 NEIL JAKES F 35 205
2 MARLYN MILES A 5 175
3 JOHN RENDELL C 45 170
4= KEITH APPLETON D 15 165
4= DAVID SHEPHERD-CROSS H 20 165
6= DAVID SHEPHERD-CROSS A 15 160
6= SARAH WAITE A 15 160
6= ALAN WELLSTEED F 35 160
9= MICHAEL OGILVY A 30 155

9= MICHAEL OGILVY D 30 155
9= JOHN RICH B 30 155
9= ALAN WELLSTEED D 15 155

Interestingly, not one of the Top 6 who fought 
for the Most Points in The Month prize figure in 
the overall leadership Top 10 and, with so few 
points available to everyone, a triple tie for the top 
monthly score resulted.

Congratulations therefore go to Paul Smith, Roger 
Smith and A Tribe who each scored 50pts and will 
receive a £10 prize. 

Pos. Name Jan. Month Total

1= PAUL SMITH A 50
1= ROGER SMITH D 50
1= A TRIBE B 50
4= DAVID MILLER A 45
4= PAT REDMOND D 45
4= JOHN RENDELL C 45

Please don’t forget that you can track the status of 
your entries on-line by accessing www.ctcrc.co.uk, 
selecting ‘MENU’ and then ‘Tipsters Competition’.

If you have any questions about your entry, or its 
status, please contact Tony Coleman either on 07795 
146242 or by e-mail at tonyandles@aol.com.

TIPSTER COMPETITION UPDATE
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A NIGHT OF RACING HISTORY
Our January meeting paired up Chris 
Pitt, racing historian and Richard Hoiles, 
ITV racing commentator who also has a 
keen interest in racing history. Chris has 
written a history of Worcester racecourse 
‘Pitchcroft: 300 Years of Racing in Worcester’ 
(publication April) which celebrates 300 
years of continuous racing in 2018.  

Worcester is lucky not only to have a historical 
racecourse which has always been on Pitchcroft, 
but also to have the world’s oldest newspaper, 
Berrows Worcester Journal,  which is archived 
at Worcester Sixth Form College.   So there was 
a huge source of local  information for Chris to 
write a book about racing in the City from the 
18th century on, together with form books and 
living memories. Meetings were held in July and 
November.   Crowd and safety controls were not 
even on the horizon. Courses were open spaces 
with a whole strata of society turning out in large 
numbers for a programme of flat races.  There are 
reports of up to 20,000 people although such stats 
need to be taken with a pinch of salt as it tended 
to be a vague head count. Racing in its early days 
was described by Richard as ‘like a travelling circus’ 
with booths, booze, bearded ladies, ‘dwarfs and 
giants’ and all manner of fairground attractions, 
and on one occasion, an elephant.    It also seems 
racing was a rather grand occasion with breakfasts 
in the long gone Portobello Gardens and balls at 
the Guildhall.  Although not everyone approved of 
racing in the City as in 1846 Berrows Journal linked 
race days with ‘the usual array of tricksters’.Some 
race meetings were held over a morning and an 
evening leaving plenty of time for bad behaviour 
due to consumption of alcohol.  

All course revenue was from the crowds.  In 1824 
Worcester was the site of a presumably profitable 
prizefight between two famous bareknuckle 

fighters,when a crowd of 30,000 is said to have 
attended and a stand collapsed,temporarily 
stopping the action, fortunately with no fatalities.   
The fight lasted 2 hours and 32 minutes and only 
ended with a KO.

In the era of the mighty Eclipse first and the rest 
nowhere, racing was held in several heats  often 
over three-four miles which meant a horse could 
be running up to 9m+ at speed  in one day.   
Presumably this was seen as a real test of horses 
which were then the only  form of transport.  An 
hour break between races was the nearest it came 
to animal welfare.   Come first in two heats and 
you won the prize but this sometimes had to be 
returned.   At Worcester in 1718 a saddle, bridle and 
silver buckles were all prizes with a ‘handsome hat’ 
for the ladies.   At Solihull in 1780, 50guinea prizes 
were available but 45 of them had to be given 
back as prize money for next year.

Our trip down memory lane also took us via other 
long vanished racecourses from Bromyard Downs, 
Leamington, Ledbury, Sutton Coldfield,Tenbury to 
Birmingham. Pershore which closed in 1939 was 
actually the last new racecourse before Great Lees!    
Its Land of Plums racing is now at Worcester.   It 
may have been much easier to offer racing a 
couple of centuries back but not so easy to attract 
the crowds.   It wasn’t always survival of the 
most inventive as Birmingham led the way with 
the longest bar in the world,  Ladies Nights and 
evening racing so factory workers could attend, 
a crèche and Bank Holiday racing.  Most courses 
seem to have disappeared because the racing 
was poor, and gradually days out at more distant 
courses became more attractive and accessible 
as the motor car arrived.  Despite all efforts 
Birmingham racecourse became a housing estate 
in the 1960s and many more have been given over 
to bricks and mortar.

Meantime back at Worcester racing thrived all year 

round with the same programme days for 150 
years. By the end of the 19th century the racing 
calendar familiar to all of us in the 21st century  was 
established,  especially the major races on the flat. 
At the end of the 19th century racecourses also 
started to become enclosed with paid for entry.  
London courses led this development.   

Flat racing was the public preference until the end 
of the 19th century with famous jockeys Archer, 
Flatman and Fordham all riding at Worcester.   In 
1933Gordon Richards rode 12 winners in 3 days.  
He also rode his 2,000th winner at the course.   It 
was at Worcester that he was expected to beat 
Fred Archer’s record of 246 winners.   Needing 
two winners  from six rides he rode one, but 
unfortunately for the media circus and hopeful 
City dignitaries he was beaten by a neck in the 
last race.  One can only admire the constitution of 
these early jockeys (and horses) and their feats of 
travelling long distances up and down the land.   
John Francome rode his first winner at Worcester 
and also his 1,000th.   

Steeplechasing had a high profile at Worcester in 
the 1840-50s with its Grand Annual Chase over 
4m.It was one of the most important chases in 
the country and attracted several Grand National 
winners.  By the 1930s it was a shadow of the race 
it once was and was reduced in distance.  The 
good news is that as part of the racecourse’s 300th 
celebrations the race is being reinstated on 4 July.  

Worcester was still attracting very good horses 
post war, the first chase winner being the aptly 
named Unconditional Surrender.    The first ever 
sponsored chase was by Royal Worcester Porcelain 
in 1951, well ahead of the better known Hennessey  
6 years later.  There were 21 runners and the 

winner was the famous tearaway (and King George 
winner)Galloway Braes at 20-1. In 1963, Ayala, the 
National Winner ten days later, won at 66-1..  Other 
famous names which demonstrate Worcester was 
a place to race include Larbawn, ESB, Crudwell, 
Mandarin, Halloween, Taxidermist (in  1m maiden), 
Tingle Creek, Panto Prince, Wayward Lad and 
the Princess Royal winning on Katabatic in 1987.   
Worcester is also in the Guinness Book of Records 
for the largest number of runners 289 in 8 races.  
With today’s safety limits this record is safe for all 
time.

It is easy to forget that summer jumping, did 
not exist until 1995, a concept thrashed out at 
Worcester and now the focus of its racing activity.   
For someone who was not born locally it was 
a fascinating evening and I am much looking 
forward to the full story in Chris’s up and coming 
book.

As we all thought the evening was coming to an 
end, Chris turned the tables on Richard and asked 
him about the background to ITV racing bringing 
our evening of history right up to the present.   
We’ve all watched thisTV racing journey with 
interest and Richard said it still remained a Marmite 
programme for some. The team really are trying 
to expand the racing audience with the meetings 
shown on ITV3 aiming for wider appeal whilst 
ITV4 is more aimed at the specialist.  Innovations 
include focus on younger jockeys (perfect timing!), 
opinions of beaten jockeys (not as easy).  Viewing 
figures are encouraging showing a broad range 
of people not just the committed are watching 
which can only be good for racings history to 
come.

HELEN CAMERON

JANUARY
CLUB NIGHT

Richard Hoiles and Chris Pitt
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