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 .....  AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

CTCRC had 5 teams in the annual IJF Quiz at Cheltenham 
Racecourse. We didn’t win but we didn’t come last either 
and it was for a good cause. I think everyone that went had 
a very enjoyable evening so a big Thank You to those who 
made it.
I’ve managed to get racing quite a lot lately to Cheltenham, 
Warwick, Hereford and Wolverhampton. Some days have 
been just for fun and other days with runners. Mixed 
results on the runners front but as long as they come home 
safe and sound that is fine with me. It’s great to see so 
many of you when I go racing to have a chat and a catch 
up.
I will say a happy retirement to My Tent Or Yours and The 
New One (just this weekend) who have been wonderful 
servants to racing with their many battles. It is lovely when 
they retire sound and get to have another career.
Thank you to those who have emailed me with regards 
any thoughts on the newsletter. Quite a few with the same 
thoughts so the committee will have something to discuss 
in the new year. The newsletter is always put on the 
website as soon as I have sorted it which is usually about 
2 weeks before it comes by post so please do remember to 
check on line. Also any events will be on line.

I would like to wish each and every one of you a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
Sarah x

EDitoR’s           
nattER

CLUB EVENTS:
January 1st: Lounge Box on 5th Level is again 
available for our use with tea and coffee.
January 16th: Club Meeting hopefully with Paul 
Smith chaired by Edward Gillespie.
Please check website for up to date info.



DoDGEs 
nEW aDVEntURE
It’s been an eventful time on the farm 
this month, DODgE hasn’t been 
anywhere in particular but there 
has been a lot going on at home. I 
have had some stables put up on 
the farm behind the hedge next to 
DODgES stable to hopefully start 
a rehabilitation yard. Every time I 
take DODgE out for a ride round 
the farm he has something new to 
look at and pretend he is scared of 
and spooks, he’s a little rascal. This 
means he’s had to deal with lots of 
lorries in and out of the farm driving 
past him, electricians and plumbers, 
diggers and tractors. Luckily a lot of 
the people doing the work are family 
friends or my partner so he still gets 
a lot of attention and they don’t just 
ignore him, which he would be most 
annoyed with. With the new yard 
being built, my friend who works for 
Paul Nicholls and also has an ex 
racehorse from Pauls, ghizaO, is 
coming to live with us as well. This 
means, DODgE will have a friend to 
go out and play with when we have 
lessons and/or just a leisurely stroll 
around the countryside. In turn, it 
means that I can have a good natter 
and gossip when we are out riding 
and not look like a crazy person 
when passersby catch me talking to 
myself or DODgE. 

                     
                     New stable yard

Another addition to the farm is some 
1 month old calves. My brother is 
rearing them on from their mothers 
and will eventually be turned out in 
the field once they are bigger and the 
weather is a bit nicer. The night they 
turned up, it had already gotten dark 
so DODgE was in his stable eating 
his tea, Dad drove past with my horse 
box making lots of banging noises, 
DODgE thought he was either 
going off somewhere or another 
friend had turned up. Unfortunately 
they aren’t quite the breed that he 
was hoping for but apparently the 
next day he thought they looked like 
good fun. I took him over to meet 
them and after a lot of snorting and 
spooking (from both parts) they look 
like they will get on just fine. A week 
later, you wouldn’t even know they 
are there and he ignores them now 
as he walks past.

On a Friday afternoon I work in the 
local Agricultural Feed store to help 
out as they are a bit short staffed on 

that day. The owner is an old family 
friend and also supplies feed and 
bedding for Paul. Quite often we have 
feed reps coming in trying to sell us 
lots of different things and seeing 
how their feeds are selling from the 
shop. One day, we had a rep from 
‘SpediBeet’ come in with a new feed 
they are promoting which I have 
given a go. It is called ‘TurmerAid’. 
It’s a complete pellet that does the 
hard work for you, and no more 
yellow hands. I started feeding it 
after reading all the information 
in the booklets that came with the 
samples. I wanted to know if it really 
worked. I myself have seen a change 
in DODgE for the best and I am 
pleased that I gave it a go. He had 
a few small sarcoids on the inside 
of one of his back legs, nothing that 
causes him any discomfort but not 
pretty to go along side his handsome 
looks. I have seen a reduction in the 
size of these which is great, so not 
only has it got its main good points 
it’s also helped with this along side 
too.

Now it’s that time of year again 
and we all know what that is… 
Christmas!! We all love it (even if 
we don’t like to admit it) and it’s no 
different for the horses on the farm. 
A few years ago, some of you may 
remember that DODgE ran and 
won at Kempton Racecourse on the 
Boxing Day meeting. Again, such a 
superstar. But anyway, the horses 

that ran all got their own stockings 
which had their names embroidered 
on the front. Since then each year 
DODgE has it filled with goodies 
to have over the festive period. This 
year he has Polos, carrots, apples 
and a few other treats to keep him 
happy and since he has his new 
friend moving in, DODgE and I 
have had one made for him too. Now 
they can both get fat on their treats 
like their mums will be with a box of 
chocolates. 

       Christmas Stockings for Dodge and Ghizao

Merry Christmas everyone and 
a very Happy New Year, 
Love Lucy and Dodge xx



      CHELTENHAM REMEMBERS

The wonderful thing about Cheltenham 
races is that every 30 minutes or so 
throughout any meeting, particularly 
the big days, special memories are 
made.    Some will be moments of 
great joy that will last a life time; 
others will be tinged with the greatest 
of sadness.   There is something 
about the history, the atmosphere, that 
wonderful backdrop of the Cotswolds 
and of course that long run in that can 
both create legends and shatter dreams.   
In every race there will be at least one 
stable lass or a jockey, an owner or a 
work rider, a breeder or a trainer who 
will see the horse they’ve worked so 
hard to get to the course, storm up that 
hill and create an experience they will 
remember forever.  

Just once in a while though racing 
throws up an experience which not 
only touches those closest to the horse 
but etches itself into the memory 
of the whole crowd (or at least that 
part that looks beyond the bar and 
hospitality tents).  In recent years 
we’ve experienced the collective joy 
of watching Sprinter Sacre achieve the 
impossible and grieved at the loss of 
the never to be forgotten Many Clouds 
who thrilled us to the very end:  days 
where just to ‘be there’ is something 
that will never be forgotten.
The Sunday of the November meeting 
was one of those special days that will 
be long remembered.   The day was all 
about those two words ‘memory’ and 
‘remember’ as Gloucestershire and 
Racing came together to remember 
those who gave their lives for us.  The 
focus was naturally on the First World 
War but I am sure from the moment the 
steam train whistle sounded across the 
Parade Ring and the waiting mounted 
representatives of the Gloucestershire 
Hussars, the names and faces of many 
veterans came to our minds. 

Led by the stirring sound of the 
Regimental Band, representatives of all 
the services marched proudly from the 
GWSR station into the Parade Ring.   
Uniforms crisp and brass shining in the 
autumn sunshine the parade made for a 
fantastic sight; young cadets marching 
alongside serving troops and veterans.   
Although the first race of the day was 
over two hours away, the Parade Ring 
was crowded with race goers who 
joined together in a deeply moving Act 
of Remembrance.

We then made our way to the front 
of the Stands to witness the most 
incredible aerial combat display in the 
form of a dogfight across the course 
complete with pyrotechnics and the 
magnificent throaty roar of the WW1 
fighter plans.   Watching the seven 
planes appear in formation across the 
top of the crystal clear Cotswolds was 
one of those spine tingling moments 
which you get at Cheltenham but 
not usually from the air.   Seeing 
remarkably close up how these battles 
were fought made me you realise just 
how astonishingly brave these young 
men were.
Inside The Centaur was a sea of 

activity with a range of groups 
and displays charting the role of 
Gloucestershire and indeed the race 
course itself; from poets to field 
hospitals.  Reading the stories of 
the troops was truly a humbling 
experience.
Of course though this was a race 
meeting and soon the action started 
again.  With the military parade having 
marched in front of the packed Stands 
watched by the HRH Princess Anne, 
we settled back to watch the Arkle 
Trophy trial.   It turned into one of 
those special racing moments where 
those who follow the sport were all 
cheering home the winner; even if you 
had backed something else.   If ever 
there was a fitting winner for such a 
day’s racing it was the wonderfully 
talented Lalor.

It would be remiss of me not to also 
mention the wonderful oration that 
Alistair Down gave at the start of 
the day; poignantly reflecting on 
the impact the war had on our local 
community. 
 It was indeed a most memorable day 
at the races; those who were involved 
in organising it did the most fantastic 
job
DaViD MillER



BETFAIR CHASE 
2018
Having recently returned from Haydock, 
and watched the Betfair Chase, which 
turned out to be a crackerjack of a contest I 
thought I might try and dissect it down a bit 
further. It’s a very interesting race to look at 
again and where the contenders go next is a 
guessing game in itself! Is there any run here 
that will have an effect on the King George 
later in the month?

Winner - Bristol De Mai
Paddock - You know how difficult it can be 
to see how fit or otherwise greys are, often 
due to their fitness lines being that bit harder 
to spot than on bay/chestnut/black horses? 
Not here. The one horse in the field that 
looked absolutely spot on fitness-wise and, 
clearly this was his day. Was just the right 
amount of wound up beforehand as well. 
Race - At various times on the way round 
he looked like he was in trouble but some 
really good jumping under pressure kept 
him right in the contest and, from two out, 
there was really only one winner. The further 
they went the happier he was, much as 
was the case last year. At the finish he was 
four lengths clear of last year’s Gold Cup 
winner, a performance that ought not to be 
underestimated. 
Where next? - The million dollar question. 
As much as Nigel will tell you that he 
trained him wrong last year, and that all 
avenues are open again this year, I still 
maintain what I did last year: he’s a National 
horse. Flat track, ground should be fine, 
and there’s enough time between fences 
to get organised. Forget Kempton and 
Cheltenham...head to Aintree Nigel!

Second - Native River
Paddock - The fact that the first two home 
were the two fittest in the paddock gives this 
form a solid look, for me. Fit and well in his 
coat after his summer break, he will come on 
a bit for this. 
Race - The talk beforehand was of BDM 
not being able to handle the ground but, to 
my eyes, Native River struggled with it a 
bit more. Frequently niggled along on or 
near the front, his jumping was really good 
at times and, at others, a little on the slower 
side. His stamina kicked in late and he was 
the only one to give chase from two out, 
keeping on well. Daft as it sounds, given 
BDM’s record on slower ground, I think 
Native River might have got closer had there 
been a bit more cut. 
Where next? - The talk after was of the 
King George and I sort of get that, but to me 
something like the Lexus (or whatever it’s 
called) might be tailor-made: a lovely big 
galloping track, slower ground and fences 
that beg to be attacked. 

Third - Thistlecrack
Paddock - A big surprise. I was fully 
expecting him to be quite unfit after such an 
absence but he was no such thing. Yes, he’ll 
definitely come on a bit for the run but he 
was a lot straighter than I imagined he would 
be. Post-race, he wasn’t blowing that hard at 
all. 
Race - Settled at the back, his jumping was 
ponderous at times and he gave a lot of 
ground away. Often chased up to take closer 
order, only to find another fence in the way, 
and he had to do it all again. 
He looked to be finishing with a rattle but 
my hand-timings indicate he was as far 
behind BDM at the finish as he was two out 
(1.2 seconds I make it. Interestingly the gap 
is 1.5 at the last, so BDM did the damage 
between the final two, it seems). I think it 

was as much the winner just getting a bit 
tired as it was Thistlecrack running on. 
Where next? - Again, a difficult one. The 
King George looks a better option for him 
that it does his stablemate, for me anyway, 
but the temptation to go back over hurdles 
must be a big one now. The Stayers last year 
looked a middling division and, if nothing 
else, he showed here that the ability remains. 
An interesting conundrum. 

Fourth - Clan Des Obeaux 
Paddock - fit and well, looks every inch a 
chaser but maybe just lacks that bit of class 
that one or two of the others have. 
Race - an early mistake didn’t help his cause 
but he settled well and jumped well after 
that. Turning in, he had his chance three 
out before getting outpaced, and then he’s 
another that appears to be finishing well as 
the leaders tire. To be fair to him, the bottom 
line is that he’s not been beaten far and has 
run a personal best. Neither should we forget 
he’s only six and might well have some 
more improvement to come. The further they 
went the happier he was, and he does look to 
be a true stayer. 
Where next? - Of all five competitors, I do 
think where he goes this season is the most 
interesting question. As I say, I think there’s 
more improvement to come from him this 
year and on this evidence, he’s not that far 
away from top class. I could easily see the 
King George next but, given he’s already 
shown he acts at Cheltenham, it’s a pound 
to a penny we see him in the big one come 
March. He’s got just under five lengths to 
make up on Native River on this showing, 
and it wouldn’t be the biggest surprise if he 
were to get much, much closer. 50-1 for the 
Gold Cup makes a bit of appeal. 

Fifth - Might Bite
Paddock - Having watched him go round a 

couple of times, it was clear he wasn’t the 
fittest here and that Nicky had left plenty to 
work on. I’d say he was 90% fit. In my head, 
I thought at that moment he could get beat, 
maybe by a couple of lengths or so by the 
fitter ones, but I didn’t expect what was to 
follow. 
Race - In terms of jumping the fences, he 
probably jumped the best of the five (despite 
not always being foot perfect himself), and 
on the far side I thought he would win. 
But once coming under pressure in the 
home straight, he began to hang a bit and 
weakened alarmingly quickly late. He was 
a very tired horse passing the winning post. 
To me, there’s only so much you can blame 
the fitness edge on and there was clearly 
something else not right with him. 
Where next? - Who knows. It may well 
come to light that he wasn’t himself in the 
next few days, but currently Seven Barrows 
seem to be scratching around for answers, 
the latest being the stiff fences were to 
blame. That, frankly, is twaddle. This is a 
hard performance to put behind him, and 
now doubts will always surface, unless they 
get to the bottom of it, and quickly. 

Is the King George winner in here? 
If there is, it might well be Clan Des 
Obeaux, who goes as well right-
handed as he does left-handed, but 
rather than chance that I’d rather take 
the 50’s on offer for the Gold Cup. The 
trainer has said he doesn’t want to rush 
him, as he’s only six and I get that as 
the old guard can only stick around 
for much longer, but equally if the 
opportunity arises, surely the Gold Cup 
must be an option. 

DaViD MassEy



JOHN HALES 
ARTICLE
Following the very good result of 
Marie Banrigh at Carlisle the mare 
returned home to eat up and was 
perfectly sound the next day. Two 
days later she came out of her 
box and was lame. Tests showed 
she had a small fracture of the 
Pelvis which was not connected 
to the race in any way and was 
probably caused by rolling in her 
box. The bad news for us is she is 
now out for 12 months and when 
she returns next season it will be 
over fences. This is just another 
example of the highs and lows of 
racing. 
 
   

          The Dellercheckout

It was then off to Cheltenham 
to see the Dellercheckout and 
Ibis De Rheu. Following his wind 
operation The Dellercheckout 
was disappointing and failing 

to finish his race. It appears the 
wind operation has not improved 
his performance so it is back 
to the drawing board. Ibis De 
Rheu performance in the 3 mile 
Novice Chase was a revelation. 
His jumping was electric and he 
probably benefited from having 
none of the niggling problems 
which have plagued him over the 
past two years. It now looks like the 
main Novice Chase at Kempton on 
Boxing Day for his next outing. 
 
We then moved on to Ascot with 
Politologue making his season 
debut in a race that hopefully 
would prove to be his prep race 
for the King George. The tongue 
tie has made a huge difference 
to the finishing of his races. His 
jumping was excellent and apart 
from idling after the last he gave a 
very good chaser in Charbel 6 lbs 
and won well. The distance was 
2 miles and 5 furlongs which with 
the difficult Ascot finish compares 
very favourably with the 3 miles 
in the King George at Kempton.  
Travelling down on the day of the 
race I managed to get 20/1 with 
Paddy Power each way for the 
King George which I believe is an 
excellent bet as I do think he will 
run a good race. 
 Following his Ascot performance 
he is now 8/1 with the same firm. 
As with the race at Aintree at the 

end of last season Sam gave him a 
very good ride with Harry Cobden 
riding at Haydock. It will now be a 
tough decision on who gets the ride 
on Boxing Day. 
 
 I was really looking forward to 
Newbury with the 4 yo Eclair 
Denaiy making his debut in the 
UK and Aux Ptits Soins making a 
comeback from a long layoff with 
niggling injuries. Eclair came 4th 
but travelled and jumped very well 
and it will not be long before you 
see him in the winners enclosure. 
Aux Ptits Soins off top weight giving 
14 lbs and 19 lbs to the 1st and 
2nd gave a good display travelling 
like a very good horse to finish a 
respectable 5th. If we can keep him 
sound we could still see him at the 
Festival in March. 
 
Protektorat who I had hoped we 
would get to see race around 
March or April. However Dan is 
very impressed with him telling us 
he is well forward and needs a race 
which all being well will be followed 
by another 2 races before the end 
of the season. We are planning 
to make his UK debut at the 
December meeting at Cheltenham 
(which will have taken place by the 
time you read this) so I hope he will 
be impressive. He will appear in 
Sir Alex’s colours this season and 
then mine the following season. An 

impressive performance will help 
Sir Alex in his recovery programme. 
Lisa and I will not be changing our 
allegiance to Manchester Utd as we 
will stay loyal to Aston Villa where 
we will have gone immediately after 
the first race at the Cheltenham 
meeting in December. 
 
To finish off a very enjoyable 
week we went to Bangor to see 
Just Rocky have his first race 
of the season following his wind 
operation. All members of our 
syndicate were there and a big 
‘Thank You’ to Bangor for laying 
on a superb lunch for Owners. It 
rained most of the day and at about 
3.00pm Brigitte Andrews our jockey 
came to see us and advised that 
the horse should not run due to 
the ground conditions which had 
become a bit of a glue pot. We took 
her advice drank more wine and 
despite the horse not running a 
very enjoyable day was had by all. 
 
 

             Ibis Du Rheu



UPton ViVa stUD 
REPoRt By JlB
November has got off to a flying 
start on the racing front.......The 
Young Master (although not a stud 
horse) trained by Neil Mullholland, 
won well at Cheltenham over 3 
miles on the 16th after another 
impressive win at Chepstow in 
October. Great for the boss as 
he is chairman of Cheltenham 
racecourse. He is a good ground 
horse so may not be out again until 
the spring. 
 

 
         The Young Master

An ex inmate of the stud, All the 
Answers, now owned by JP and 
trained by Joseph O’Brian, won 
a two mile chase at Cork over 2 
miles on 18/11. A poignant win for 
us after loosing his dam, Shatabdi, 
earlier this year. All the Answers 
is by Kayf Tara and my early 
memories of him were getting 
him castrated at six weeks old 
as he was attempting to jump on 
the mares he was turned out with 
as they came into season after 

foaling!! He got a nasty kick from 
one of them so it was decided 
to “do the deed” before he got 
severely injured. Never before or 
since have we had to do this on 
such a young foal! 
 
 

            All the Answers 

Printing Dollars (Doyen/Blueprint) 
trained by Warren Greatrex, was 
bought last spring with a view 
to bringing her into the stud at a 
later date pending a decent racing 
career. She made her debut under 
rules at Warwick over a 2 mile 
hurdle on 9/11. A good start to her 
NH campaign after winning a ptp in 
Ireland last season. 

 

   Printing Dollars by Dave Pratt

Igor (Presenting/Stravinsky Dance) 
trained by NJH, is now a five year 

old and also made his debut on 
the racecourse on 9/11.  He ran 
over hurdles at Ascot and although 
running a little green, came a good 
2nd over 2m 4. He was trained at 
Seven Barrows last season and 
was due to run at Ayr in the spring. 
Sadly, although he travelled all the 
way up to Scotland, it was decided 
not to run him as the ground was 
not what he needed, especially 
for a first run. We are very much 
looking forward to his next run as 
he will certainly come on a lot for 
the experience. Ironically, when 
Igor was a foal we entered him in 
the Stars of Tomorrow, National 
Hunt foal show at Bangor and were 
thrilled for him to come second in 
his class, although almost knocked 
out by his mother fly bucking in 
the ring! He is a really good stamp 
of what a National Hunt horse 
should look like and very typical of 
Presenting stock......exciting times 
ahead. 

 
  
 

             Igor as a foal 

Back on the stud, the recently 
weaned foals and hopefully future 
stars, are all thriving with Nanny 

Violet and although the weather 
has turned, it is not yet cold and 
wet so they remain in the field for 
the time being. When they were 
in for their monthly feet trim, the 
first time since weaning I was very 
impressed at how well behaved 
they were....long may it last. Violet 
had her rug removed to assess her 
condition as an ageing lady, and I 
was also very happy with how she 
looked for 23 years old. 
 
 

           Violet Express

Back in August while doing an 
evening check of all the field 
horses, I found one of our two 
year olds having a serious colic 
attack. I managed to get her back 
to the yard, ringing the vet en route 
and within an hour Eleanor was 
on the table having surgery. As 
most people know who deal with 
horses surgical colic is the worst as 
the intestines die off very quickly 
when compromised so time is of 
the essence. We are so very lucky 
to live just over a mile away from 
our vets practice so thanks to their 
efficiency and speed her life was 
saved. There is no doubt that she 
would not have made it had we 



had to travel further. The probable 
cause was that she had rolled and 
her large intestine had twisted, 
compressing the caecum causing 
severe pain. We had a couple of 
setbacks at the beginning when we 
tried to reintroduce feed but happy 
to say this has now been overcome 
and she has started to go out 
‘alone’ at grass in a restricted area. 
Up until the last couple of weeks 
we hand grazed her for up to three 
hours a day as grass is obviously 
the best form of forage to keep the 
gut working properly. Hopefully by 
the new year she will be able to 
join up with the other two year olds 
once again. She really has been a 
very good patient for one so young 
and has certainly captured a little 
of my heart for her courage and 
bravery. 
 
 

               Eleanor

No definite decisions have as yet 
been made, with regard to stallion 
choices for 2019 but hopefully 
by next month all the scrolling 
through pedigrees, considerations 
made regarding temperament and 

confirmation will all have been 
made and our dreams for the future 
will once again be set in motion. 
With the rain returning the onset 
of foot abscess’s has begun.......
the ground here on the stud is 
heavy with ironstone so very gritty 
and once entering the smallest 
of cracks in the foot the result is 
infection. When the ground turns 
to mud there is hardly a week goes 
past during the winter months that 
we don’t have at least one horse 
with a poulticed foot wrapped in 
duct tape wandering the fields! 
The old saying is that 90% of 
lameness is in the foot and this is 
certainly very true here. Once the 
abscess has drained the horse 
very soon becomes sound and in 
all the years I have been here only 
once has an animal been admitted 
to the vets as the infection had 
affected the pedal bone (encased 
within the hoof wall) Lameness in 
horses should always be taken 
very seriously even an abscess 
as the repercussions could be 
catastrophic. Thoroughbreds are 
notorious for having foot issues and 
guessing the cause of lameness 
and hoping it will get better in a few 
days is never an option.  

Hope you all have a very 
Happy Christmas and enjoy 
the King George............. 
 

                                       RICHARD DAVIS AWARD 
For the Top Conditional Jockey riding at Cheltenham, Chepstow, Hereford, Ludlow
Ludlow, Stratford, Towcester, Warwick and Worcester during the period 
6th May 2018 – 27th April 2019

(Sponsored by the Cheltenham &Three Counties Race Club)

Scoring: a Winner 10 points, a Second 7 points, a Third 4 points, a Fourth 2 points.

Latest placings (up to and including 4th December 2018)

1st James Bowen 216 pts

2nd Bryony Frost 154 pts

3rd Richard Patrick 119 pts

4th Charlie Hammond 117 pts

Richard Davis was a talented jump jockey tragically killed in a fall over fences in 1996. 
This award is named in his memory.

                          
                             TIPSTER COMPETITION UPDATE
A magnificent 353 Line Entries were received for the 2018-2019 Tipster Competition, the 
highest recorded over the past ten years. It may be an all-time record but, to prove it, would 
necessitate spending several hours (probably!) in the loft sifting through hard copy Newsletters 
from the last 30 years. Needless to say, that is not going to happen!! 
Nevertheless, thank you to each contributor, several pf whom will be new to the Competition, 
courtesy of a Twitter ‘onslaught conducted by Jamie Sharp. 
The last two weeks in November saw twenty-seven horses record a total of 165 points to 
leave the end of November Leaderboard featuring some well-known of ‘faces’ and our 
Congratulations go to Ian Atkinson (who, coincidentally, won the November prize last year) 
who will receive £10.  

Please note: ALL prizes will be confirmed and paid out after the end of the competition.
NAME  

1 IAN ATKINSON B 60 60
2 NIGEL SAUNDERS B 55 55

3= STEVE PAYNE F 50 50
3= PAUL SMITH D 50 50
5= STEVE ENNIS B 45 45
5= RICHARD SHAW H 45 45
7= DAVID HART A 40 40
7= DAVID HART C 40 40
7=

GERALD SEAL B 40 40
7=

CRAIG SHORE D 40 40

Please don’t forget that you can track the status of your entries on-line by accessing www.ctcrc.co.uk, 
selecting ‘MENU’ and then ‘Tipsters Competition’.

If you have any questions about your entry, or its status, please contact Tony Coleman either on 07795 
146242 or by e-mail at tonyandles@aol.com.



Interview with 
Luke Harvey: Jockey, 
Trainer and Television 

Personality.
Born in Devon into a large family, 
Luke left school at sixteen and went 
straight to work for Captain Tim 
Forster. He started riding in point-to-
points and had his first winner as a 
conditional at Taunton in 1984. The 
same year, he rode a winner at the 
Festival at only twenty, and a Welsh 
Grand National on Cool Ground in 
1990. Retiring from riding in 1999, 
Luke had already started working 
for the Racing Channel in 1998 and 
on Radio 5 Live. These led to his 
roles presenting on At The Races and 
ITV Racing. He won the accolade of 
Racing Broadcaster of the Year this 
year and Tweets regularly from @
LegLockLuke. He lives in Kingston 
Lisle, situated six miles outside 
Lambourn, and is a huge advocate 
of ‘pointing’. Luke’s happy-go-
lucky demeanour and sense of fun is 
unmistakable. 

How do you reflect on your career 
as a jockey?
Barney Curley said I was an under 

achiever, but I rode some nice winners, 
so I think I overachieved. Early on, 
everyone thinks they’re going to be 
champion jockey but when I wasn’t, 
I simply enjoyed it. I did something I 
loved and made a living out of it – I 
was lucky. 

Describe your ideal Saturday night 
out:
Since starting in racing aged 16, I’ve 
gone out every single night and I 
have simple tastes. This includes a 
quiet night in my local The Blowing 
Stone in Kingston Lisle with lots of 
different people, not all racing folk, but 
gamekeepers to farmers – just anyone. 

How do you reflect on your time 
working on the ITV coverage?
In my heart of hearts, I was 
disappointed I was never asked to be 
on Channel 4 Racing. When ITV took 
over, I was hopeful and delighted when 
it happened. It has given me a wider 
reach to the public as well as racing 
people. I never try to be false, I’m just 
me. 

What is your favourite meeting of 

the season?
I’m lucky to do all the top Flat and 
Jump meetings but my favourites are 
Glorious Goodwood, Aintree and 
Fakenham, if I lived nearer and it 
wasn’t four hours away.

How has racing changed over 
the years and has it been for the 
better?
Everything in life has changed – in 
pubs, basket meals of chicken and 
chips are now steak on a plate. Change 
is good – if you do the same thing 
every day, then nothing will ever 
change. 

Describe your typical race day:
Every morning, my alarm goes off at 
05:02, I ride out before my TV work. 
After riding out, I immediately go 
racing, always in a rush. Thanks to 
Jason Weaver, I learnt to permanently 
look at form. I need to know facts and 
figures, but my knowledge of horses 
helps too.

What ‘pointer’ do you have this 
season?
Drumlynn (nicknamed Willie). I enjoy 

training my pointers and leading them 
up – it’s just fun, but I like for them to 
win as well.

Which racehorses will you never 
forget?
The first horse I ever looked after in 
my first job in racing – Lefrak City, 
he was only 15.2hh so was tiny and 
was useless over hurdles but won a 
Tinglecreek.
And Nanow, who was an old horse I 
had as a ‘pointer’ – my mum was ill 
and the last time she was well enough 
to go racing, he won at Towcester. 

The best advice you were given:
My dad said if I called the yard broom 
Sir then I couldn’t go wrong – meaning 
politeness costs nothing.

The best advice you can give:
It doesn’t matter what ability or 
aspirations you have, always be 
positive and work hard, you’ll rise up 
the ladder. Be the best you can be at 
everything you do.

By Jo O’Neill



  Jo O’Neill Article
 The hot summer slowly gave way 
to a beautiful autumn. The colours of 
the leaves were a rich oil painting of 
golds, yellows, auburns and russets. 
The horses’ hooves rustled through 
the leaves that fell, finally brown and 
crispy, after the first frost. 

 

             
                 Autumn Leaves

It was poignant to be at Sandown on 
Remembrance Sunday. Much had 
been done to commemorate our war 
heroes, highlighting the hundred-year 
anniversary of the First World War. 
Most of the stable staff wore poppies 
and a few horses too, on their bridles 
or paddock sheets. The stables were 
silent for the two minutes at 11:00; 
even the horses stopped neighing and 
stomping, like they knew. We might 
have been working but our hearts 
were with the marches and services all 
around the country. 

The next day, I undertook the 

long journey alone up to Carlisle with 
Fleminport. It always feels a slog up 
the M6 – up to junction 41 – but it 
is not a difficult drive. I left at 6:00 
and stopped at the BP garage near 
Tewkesbury, before driving all the way 
to Tebay services for a pitstop (for 
chocolate!). I arrived at the racecourse 
just after 11:00 and I was really 
pleased with how quietly ‘Flemmy’ 
had travelled. It was a wet, soggy day 
with a northern chill in the air. I saw 
a few friends and had a good day. 
Flemmy ran well to finish sixth – he 
was as well behaved at the races as in 
the horse box. 
 Our journey home took a little bit 
longer but felt shorter as jockey Richie 
McLernon caught a lift with us. He had 
jumped in with Tom Scudamore who’s 
then anticipated non-runner in the 
bumper actually ran, so Richie did not 
want to wait four hours to come home. 
Richie even helped me drive, which 
was very kind of him.

 

                    Yearlings

On the 14th, after two lots, yardie 

Florin Alin, Jack Russell Daisy and 
I went to the outskirts of Lambourn 
to pick up two yearlings from AP 
McCoy’s yard. I had been once before, 
and the yard is new and very smart. 
There is everything a yard needs – 
spacious stables in two barns, wash 
boxes, a gallop, paddocks, a school 
and everything is tidy and manicured.  
Head lad Kieran O’Brian met us, and 
it was great because AP was there too. 
We had not seen him the previous 
time, and he showed us some videos of 
a couple of dodgy breakers Kieran had 
done. He did emphasise that Kieran 
had broken them as he had been on 
holiday! Our two yearlings resembled 
tubby ponies and Kieran said they 
were brilliant, already cantering 
upsides. The tall, flashy chestnut was 
by Ivawood and a stocky bay by War 
Command. 
 As they were oiling their hooves, 
this chunky terrier, white and tan, 
stalked over. “Is this Tiger?” I asked 
astonished as he is Daisy’s brother 
and litter mate. He has grown twice 
the height and width of Daisy and has 
none of her nervousness. 
 Anyway, the yearlings loaded 
like old handicappers. Before we set 
off, my heart twanged because Daisy 
was staring out of my driver’s door 
window, paws up on the arm rest and 
riveted, tail wagging. I swore that she 
glimpsed Tiger, and she knew him. 
Hopefully, next time, he will be close, 
and they can play together.

 The final day of the Bet Victor 
meeting at Cheltenham fell on my day 
off, so I went for a day out! I dressed 
up a bit as my husband Joe had got 
us passes to go into the Owners and 
Trainers. The food (three courses of 
it!) was delicious and after, I looked 
round the shops – I did stuff I would 
never do at the races if I was with the 
horses. It was lovely to meet up with 
friends, share bubbly and soak up the 
atmosphere.
 

                Palmers Hill

It turned into a truly amazing day 
when Jonjo O’Neill Junior had his first 
Cheltenham winner aboard Palmers 
Hill winning the conditional jockeys’ 
hurdle. ‘Palmy’ had always promised 
to be talented and he won like a proper 
horse. He jumped so quickly and 
neatly, and Jonjo gave him a brilliant 
ride. It meant a lot to us as a yard 
because we have not had many big 
winners lately. Palmy is looked after 
by yardie John Dina, who has been 
here three years and works extra hours 
to feed first thing and is ridden by head 
lad Johnny Kavanaugh as he is very 



quirky!
 That evening, we all went to the 
Plough for a boozy celebration on a 
free bar. Every minute reminded me 
of nights out a few years ago: lots of 
laughter, music, loud music, drinks 
triple-parked. It was such a great 
night that it took me until Tuesday to 
recover! Unlike the youngsters I work 
with, who were daisy-fresh by first lot 
a few hours later.

 I had another drive up north on 
23rd, to one of my favourite tracks: 
Catterick. I enthusiastically took the 
chance to take Cloth Cap. He is looked 
after by Nick Healy who is not a 
driver but has passed his driving test, 
so it is only a matter of time. It took 
four hours to drive there, getting off 
the A1(M) at junction 51 signposted 
Northallerton. The sun was shining, 
taking the chilly temperature up a few 
degrees. 
 The best thing about Catterick is 
the amazing stable staff canteen. It 
looks humble and homely, but the food 
is so lovely. Each plate is jampacked 
and my huge slice of quiche was 
accompanied with huge salads and 
golden, chunky chips. I also ordered a 
thick slab of banoffee, which was too 
greedy as I felt so full after. For the 
way home, I bought a cheese roll and, 
after much deliberation over the huge 
choice of homemade cakes, a brownie, 
rocky road and a slice of wonderful 
citrus cake. 
 My day got even better when Cloth 

Cap won under Richie McLernon – 
it was my first winner at Catterick 
and my second for owner Trevor 
Hemmings. (The first had been in 
October 2006 at Aintree, in a bumper 
with Super Nick for Nigel Twiston-
Davies.) I was delighted for everyone 
but mostly for Cloth Cap, who was a 
gentleman all day and deserved to win. 
Nothing ever troubles him; he’s a cool 
dude. 
 

                 Cloth Cap

So, it was a long four and a half hours 
home but with a winner onboard, it 
never feels a long way home.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year  xx
 

 

Nick Scholfield 
        Article
Hey everyone. I hope you have all 
done your Christmas shopping and 
got the turkey ready.! I am mainly 
saying that as I haven’t ! December 
is a busy month for jockey’s with 
riding out in the morning and racing 
in the afternoons it does not give 
much chance to prepare. That’s what 
I tell my family and friends anyway 
for my poor presents! Racing finishes 
on the 22nd so you get a few days 
off for Christmas but for most jocks 
it all about Boxing Day. As much as 
you try and relax and enjoy Christmas 
you’re always looking to the next day 
and thinking what you may win on. 
The King George is looking like it’s 
gonna be another fantastic running of 
the race. After the Bet Fair Chase it 
holds question marks over a few of the 
fancied horses. 
 

   Courtesy of Wincanton Racecourse

Recently I went into Jeremy Scotts for 
a mornings work and he’s certainly got 
into the festive spirit by wrapping a 
chase fence in brightly coloured paper. 
Not something he’s ever done before 
and unlikely to do again I may add.. 
Jeremy Scott, based in Brompton 
Regis, Somerset, was helping promote 
this year’s Boxing Day racing at 
Wincanton Racecourse. Racehorses 
Native Robin and Garrane, who 
have both won since, myself and 
Emily Jones, “flew over ” the fences 
in preparation for their festive 
engagements. I must admit I thought it 
was a extremely bad idea but but they 
jumped straight over it, and didn’t bat 
an eyelid. I was made to wear a silly 
jumper and hat that as you can imagine 
I wasn’t keen on.. being a humbug but 
I hope Wincanton Racecouse have had 
some good press back from it!  
 Jeremy’s brightly coloured training 
fence follows recent research by the 
University of Exeter which has shown 
that colours other than orange, which is 
currently used on hurdle frames, take-
off boards and guard rails, could be 
more effective and maximise visibility 
for both humans and horses.The 
British Racing Authority (BHA) racing 
committee has approved a trial using 
fluorescent yellow hurdle frames and 
guard-rails, and fluorescent white take-
off boards, with the hope of making 
jump racing safer. The trial will take 
place at training grounds in range of 
locations before being rolled out in a 
live racing environment. I have ridden



 over similar at Hexham but I can 
honestly say I couldn›t tell the 
difference but the university I’m sure 
will have good research which can 
only help.  
Exeter races also had their 
Adventureclydes race for the 6th year. 
It was the 3rd year I have ridden in it 
and eventually won.. although wasn’t 
a normal race as these animals are 
extremely slow it was a bit of fun and 
banter between the lads competing. My 
big horse was called Frankie Doodle. 
It’s fantastic to provide continued 
support to the @DevonAirAmb.  
I hope you all have a good Christmas 
and New Year and I’ll look forward to 
telling you any other interesting and 

different to the normal stories next 
time.  
Kind regards  
Nick Scholfield  

     Courtesy of Malcolm Snelgrove

noVEMBER ClUB niGht: Point to Points
STRAIGHT TO THE POINT
I confess I haven’t followed point 
to point for many years although a 
memory trawl does take me back to 
windswept Whitwell in my Yorkshire 
days.   For a members meeting this 
year it seemed timely, with more and 
more young horses coming into NH 
racing having won or been placed in 
a point to point, that the Club took 
a look at the current pointing scene.   
Our speakers on a wintry November 
evening chaired by John Willis P2P 
announcer were:

- Nicki Sheppard, Trainer, with 
family involvement through 
farming going back several 
generations.  She runs a shared 
yard with her husband, NH trainer 
and former point rider, Matt 
Sheppard.   She is also current 
secretary of West Midlands Point 
to Point Association

- Alex Edwards, Champion Rider 
2018 who started his racing 
career on the flat but after weight 
problems moved on to various 
stables and is currently riding for 

Shropshire based Philip Rowley.
- Martin Harris, introduced as 

‘Commentator Extraordinaire’.  
After realising he was never going 
to be the next John Francombe 
changed to commentating starting 
at Springhill in the 1980s.  

Together they covered all aspects of 
their lives in pointing over several 
decades,  how they got into the 
sport and some ‘hot’ reminiscing 
of the golden days of the Liverpool 
Foxhunters, big fields at Hunter 
Chase evenings and outstanding 
riders included  Julian Pritchard, Tim 
Mitchell, Will Biddick, Richard Barber 
and for the ladies, Polly Gundry and 
Polly Curling.  And when asked by 
John if there was an alternative job 
they would opt for, there was a strong 
chorus of satisfaction with their lot,
The need for change was a strong 
thread running through the evening.  
Point to pointing appears to be at a 
watershed. Since 2010 the number 
of horses in training has dropped 
from c4000 to 2300, far too few to 
fill the fixture list which seems to be 
set in stone with too many meetings 
in March/April. There were still 172 
fixtures in the calendar and speakers 

all felt around half this number would 
be better for all. Racing was also 
affected by the limited season, clashes 
at Easter and, this year, by unraceable 
ground. There was also a need to 
frame conditions of races to attract the 
right horses throughout the season.  
With more focus on young horses, 
bumpers were popular with some 
yards whilst the four classic races were 
not promoted as they once were, e.g 
the Lady Dudley Cup. The impact is 
to leaves races with few runners and 
walkovers. A local example was the 
new course at North Hereford at the 
weekend which had only attracted 
36 entries.  With no requirement to 
make declarations until shortly before 
races start, the risk of late withdrawals 
doesn’t tempt the public to see the 
sport as a good day out.  Martin, who 
sits on the national fixtures committee, 
felt this was unlikely to happen. 
Pointing was slow to modernise with 
split factions holding very opposing 
views.  Nikki said although many 
hunts were ‘on the breadline’ and had 
received £5k this autumn to discourage 
them from racing to reduce the fixture 
list, they still wanted to hold their 
traditional fund-raising event even if 



it might sometimes be better to bank 
the money instead.   The good news 
was that some hunts have seriously 
started to look at alternatives.  The 
Cotswold, who race at Andoversford, 
have added a very popular country 
fair to help offset running costs of 
£26,000.  Another positive was hearing 
from Jenny Cheshire that Worcester’s 
Hunter Chase was still popular and, 
whilst major media had little interest 
in the sport, younger hunt secretaries 
were starting  to  use social media to 
create interest and keep followers up to 
date with Gloucestershire being very 
active in this sphere. .
The second half of the evening was a 
lively Q&A session. Martin explained 
that Irish pointing is very different 
to ours with races providing a shop 
window for locally bred young horses 
to go on to be sold for big prices for 
NH racing.  The sport also received 
a £2.2mn annual subsidy from HRI! 
Nicki felt that the decline in England 
was also partly due to farmer owner 
breeders no longer being Kings of the 
Sport.  The trend was to buy former 
NH horses. There was also a shared 
view that it was harder to compete now 
that some of the big NH stables were 

entering and winning major Hunter 
Chases.  This may be a means of 
keeping owners happy who have ‘over 
handicapped’ horses and also helping 
trainers make ends meet.   The rise in 
NH entries has led to the ‘Wonderful 
Charm Rule’  that stops a horse going 
between pointing and NH in the same 
season.
I think we were all slightly shocked 
at where point to point is today and 
admired the commitment of our panel 
to improving it.  Whilst it doesn’t 
offer much in the way of prize money 
it does attract people who are just as 
passionate about their sport as we are 
about our NH racing.   Next time I see 
a road sign advertising a point to point 
I really will think twice about making 
it a diary date.

By Helen Cameron

     Q&A Session with Lilly Pinchin
Q How and where did you first become 
interested in horses
A I had a pony called Puffin when I 
was about 5. I loved riding him, and we 
did lots of different things together – 
gymkhanas, pony club and hunting.

Q What inspired you to take up 
competitive race riding
A I started pony racing as I got older, 
and got hooked on jump racing when I 
watched the Grand National for the first 
time

Q Most memorable ride to date and 
why
A Winning at Cheltenham on 
Knockaderry Flyer. To ride a winner at 
the age of 17 at the home of jump racing 
was a dream come true.

Q If you could ride any horse which one 
would it be
A ALTIOR – the horse is just a 
machine, a complete freak in the 
amount of ability that he has

Q A horse to follow for the remainder 

of the current NH season
A From Graeme’s yard, keep an eye out 
for SKIPTHECUDDLES. He has been 
a smart hurdler and is the type to do 
even better novice chasing this year

Q Who do you turn to for advice and 
guidance
A Dave Crosse – he’s a fantastic jockey 
coach and always willing to give advice 
and help

Q Favourite Racecourse
A Cheltenham – the atmosphere there 
is like nowhere else

Q Most difficult Racecourse to ride and 
why
A Fakenham – you are always on the 
turn and it is hard to keep a horse 
balanced there. Some horses love it 
there, others hate it !

Q Best horse you have ridden and why
A CREEVYTENNANT – he gave me 
some great winning days, and he’s 
given so many riders a leg up into 
racing. It’s so sad that he’s no longer 
with us.



Q Who do you admire in racing
A Hayley Turner – she was the first of 
the girls to really break through at the 
very top level in this country, and she’s 
blazed a trail for the rest of us. 

Q Favourite TV racing presenter/
summariser
A Matt Chapman – I know he’s not 
everyone’s cup of tea, but I love how 
frank he is !

Q What is a typical day for you
A I’m up at 5.15. We muck out and 
ride out, and I might head over to 
another trainer once we are finished 
at Graeme’s to ride out for another 
trainer. Racing in the afternoon or if 
I’m not riding, out for a run or a fitness 
session. Evening stables then home for 
dinner and bed !

Q What are your hobbies
AI love my sports, so I play hockey and 
netball at Bourton on the Water most 
weeks. I’ve still got a pony at home that 
I love looking after too.

Q Favourite holiday location
A Australia – we went to Perth when I 
was younger, and I fell in love with the 
place

Q Pet hate(s)
A I hate cold mornings! Come the 
middle of winter I’m dressed up like 
the Michelin man when we’re riding 
out

Q Food heaven and food hell
A Heaven is chocolate. Hell is rice 
pudding – I can’t stand it!

Q What do you think racing does best
A It brings people together with a sense 
of community that I don’t think any 
other sport does. Whoever they are, 
owners, jockeys, trainers, racegoers all 
have the same love of horses and love 
of the sport, and we all want to win!

Q What is your worst habit
A Biting my nails – I can’t leave them 
alone

Q What is your most treasured 
possession 
A My dog Noodles

                        Noodles

Q Social media – friend or foe
A I’d say it is a necessary evil these 
days. It’s a great way to promote racing 
and personalities in racing, but the 
way that some people use it to say 
things they’d never say to your face 
is extraordinary. You just have to be 
numb to some of the things some 
people say.

Q Do you have a nickname
A Turbo – my parents gave it to me 
when I was always running around like 
a mad thing

Q Fast forward 10 years – what would 
you ideally like to be doing
A I want to be a professional jockey 
with my claim ridden out, no doubt 
about that. If I’m allowed to dream it, 
I’d also like to have ridden a Festival 
winner or two by then!

By Jamie Sharp
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